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G R A S S R O O T S     I N S U R A N C E     E D U C A T I O N     A D V O C A C Y     L E A D E R S H I P     S E R V I C E

From farm fields to the legislative chambers of the state and nation, it takes 

leadership at all levels to meet the challenges of Kentucky’s agricultural communities. 

Kentucky Farm Bureau will continue to support that leadership — as an advocate, a 

service provider and an organization — by giving leaders the tools, encouragement 

and voice they need to succeed in an ever-changing world. Why Farm Bureau? 

Because effective leadership makes life better for all Kentuckians.

Moving agriculture forward,
no matter which way the wind blows.
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Unless you haven’t been watching television 
or listening to the radio for the past several 
months, you have undoubtedly seen or heard 

the many political ads that are currently filling the airwaves, not to mention all the 
print ads in newspapers and magazines, and the many social media posts related to 
the upcoming election.

It’s hard to escape them, and we’re only going to be subjected to more of those in 
the coming weeks leading up to the general election on November 3. 

Regardless of how you feel about these types of ads, or which candidates you 
support, the fact remains that this is a very important election, and having our voices 
heard is critical in our efforts to be efficient advocates —  no matter the issues we 
choose to advocate for. I have said more than once, the right to vote is one of the 
most important freedoms we have in this country. 

Having a say in who will be leading our local, state, and federal governments is far 
too important of a task to pass up. In keeping with Kentucky Farm Bureau’s (KFB) 
long history of helping to inform our members on a number of policy issues, we often 
host Measure the Candidate (MTC) forums for all levels of government, throughout 
the state. Recently we hosted a MTC forum for the U.S. Senate race. 

In being involved in this way, I think it’s important to note that KFB does not 
endorse any candidate. That was not the purpose of this organization when it was 
founded more than 100 years ago, and it is not how we operate today. However, we 
do take great pride in working with elected officials on both sides of the aisle when 
it comes to supporting our priorities.

We make no apologies for that, and we will continue to work with our government 
leaders who support legislation that positively affects our rural communities and 
agriculture industry. 

Participating in the procedure by which we elect our governmental leaders is 
something not all people in the world get to do, and it’s hard for me to imagine living 
in a place where citizens do not have a voice in who heads up their governments. 

It’s so easy to take something like the right to vote for granted since it is something 
we have always enjoyed. It’s also easy to think our one vote won’t make a difference. 
That is simply not the case. Each vote is important to these candidates and the 
election process, and we should always remember that.

As we get closer to election day, take time to positively consider this privilege we 
have and make every effort to be included in this process.

Those political ads may seem repetitive after a while, and whether you view them 
as informative or not, they can at least remind us of how important the right to vote 
is to this system of government we call a democracy.

I hope you will take the time to support the candidate of your choice and then 
make the effort to vote for them. 

Mark Haney, President
Kentucky Farm Bureau

CONTENTS 
 
President’s Column	 3
 
2020 County Annual Meetings	 4 & 6
 
Comment Column	 5
 
Kentucky Farm Bureau Providing Free  
Wi-Fi Internet Hotspots Statewide	 7
 
KFB Scholarship Awards Surpass  
Half Million Dollar Mark for 2020	 8
 
Agriculture+Education= 
Student Success	 12
 
Candid Conversation	 14
 
Neighbor Helping Neighbor: A Story of 
Goodwill During Tough Times	 18
 
County Corner	 20
 
Markets	 22
 
Scaled-Down Kentucky State Fair Still 
Proved Relevant to Hundreds of  
Livestock Exhibitors	 23
 
Scenes from the 2020 Kentucky  
State Fair	 24
 
Feeding Kentucky Sources 28,000 lbs  
of Ground Beef for Food Bank 	 26
 
Devastating Derecho	 28
 
News from USDA NASS: Latest  
Crop Report	 29
 
Down the Backroads	 30

PRESIDENT’S 
COLUMN

Cover photo by Tim Thornberry 

A scene from this year’s Championship Drive.
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2020 County Annual Meetings 2020 County Annual Meetings 

Adair County
September 15, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

Adair County Farm Bureau  
North Agency

No meal served

Allen County 
September 22, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Allen County Farm Bureau office

Business meeting only

Bath County 
September 21, 2020 6:30 p.m.
Bath County Farm Bureau office

Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Bell County
September 24, 6:00 p.m. 

Bell County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Boone County
September 8, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Boone County Farm Bureau office, 
Burlington

Business meeting only
(regular members only)

No meal served
Members please RSVP

Bourbon County
September 10, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

Legion Park 
Business meeting only

Boyd County 
October 12, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
Boyd County Fair Building

Boyle County
September 29, 2020, 2:00 p.m. 

The Showroom,  
2405 Lebanon Road, Danville

Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Bracken County
September 15, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Bracken County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only

No meal served
CDC guidelines

Breckinridge County
September 10, 2020, 5:00 p.m. 

Breckinridge County Extension office
Business meeting only

Carroll County
October 12, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

Carroll County Farm Bureau office 
Business meeting only

Casey County
October 5, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

Casey County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Christian County
September 14, 2020, 8:00 p.m. 

Christian County Farm Bureau office 
South Location

Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Drive thru from 8:00 a.m. till 8:00 p.m. 
to pick up ballot and vote for Board 
of Directors, by-law changes, and 
resolutions at 250 Burley Avenue

Fayette County
October 16, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

James Farm, 5450 James Lane
Meal provided

Must RSVP by Oct. 9 to attend
carrie.mcintosh@kyfb.com

859-253-0023

Franklin County
October 6, 2020, 7:30 p.m. 
Franklin County Cooperative  

Extension office
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Gallatin County
October 5, 2020, noon

Gallatin County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only  

Grant County
September 11, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

Alpine Hills Dairy Farm
CDC guidelines to be followed

Hancock County
September 10, 2020, 6:00 p.m. 

Hancock County Fairgrounds
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Hardin County
September 25, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

via Zoom - please contact the county 
office for more information 

Harlan County
September 19, 2020, noon

Harlan County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only 

Harrison County 
September 10, 2020, 8:00 p.m.

McCauley Building HC Fairgrounds 
Business meeting only

No meal served

Hart County 
September 10, 2020, 2:00 p.m.

Hart County Fair Grounds
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Henry County
October 8, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Henry County Farm Bureau office

Jessamine County
September 17, 2020, 5:30 p.m.

Jessamine County Farm Bureau office 
parking lot

Brief business meeting only
No food or door prizes

Kenton County
September 15, 2020, 2:00 p.m.

Kenton County Farm Bureau office
Independence Agency
Business meeting only

No meal served
CDC guidelines will be followed

Knott County
September 15, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Knott County Farm Bureau office

Knox County 
September 10, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
Knox County Farm Bureau office  

in Barbourville
Business meeting only
No food or door prizes

Jackson County
September 21, 6:00 p.m.

Jackson County Farm Bureau  
office parking lot

Business meeting only
No food or door prizes 

Laurel County
October 13, 2020, 5:45 p.m.
Laurel County Farm Bureau,  

London Agency 
No meal or door prizes

Lincoln County
September 29, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Lincoln County Fairgrounds 
Due to COVID-19 and the safety  
of membership, this is a business 

meeting only
No meal, entertainment or  

door prizes

continued on page 6

All times are local. COVID-19 rules apply. Please follow CDC guidelines. 
All times, locations and dates are subject to change. Please contact your local Farm Bureau for more information.
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Kentucky Farm Bureau is a grassroots  
organization dedicated to serving our 

membership family and their communities. As 
the Voice of Agriculture, we identify problems, 
develop solutions, promote economic success, 

and enhance the quality of life for all.
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I’m blessed to have grown up on our family farm 
in Clark County. It taught me the benefits of hard 
work as I learned through hands-on activities that 

took place every day. I discovered how to grow crops, care for animals, and to be 
a good steward of the land. It was a classroom like no other and my parents set an 
example that I carry with me daily.

In learning those valuable lessons, I saw the value of a good education, whether 
it came from the farm or the classroom, and I knew it would be something I would 
have for my entire life. 

My love of agriculture played such an important role through my school years, 
especially the agricultural education I received at the high school level. One agriculture 
teacher in particular, Jack Wise, was very instrumental in encouraging me to follow 
through on goals and objectives, especially in times of doubt.   

He not only taught me how to think through a problem and to apply the knowledge 
I gained from my books, but I learned leadership skills that would serve me in the 
real world. I learned to show others respect and, by doing so, found I gained the 
same in return. 

We have, in this state, some of the most devoted ag-ed teachers you will find 
anywhere teaching these lessons. Because of their dedication, another generation is 
receiving the quality education they will depend on throughout the rest of their lives.

No matter where my career has taken me, from the farm gate, to the legislature, 
to the boardroom, and all places in between, I have used the educational tools I 
received as an ag education student on a daily basis. 

We must also pay tribute to our institutions of higher learning, positioned in all 
regions of Kentucky, which provide the agriculture research and instruction needed 
for us to prosper in our agricultural endeavors.  The University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment Extension Service is a most valuable resource for 
all farmers and agriculturists, as well all of our citizens.

Something that has always impressed me when it comes to agricultural education 
are the partnerships that have been created at various levels in communities and 
statewide. Be it collaboration between teachers, involvement by local businesses or 
the support that comes from organizations like Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB), the 
effort that is made for the betterment of these students is like no other. 

One of the things I’m most proud of is the KFB scholarship program that awards 
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually to Kentucky high school and college 
students. This year, a total of 443 state and county scholarships, worth more than 
$533,300, were awarded. County Farm Bureaus take such pride in awarding these 
scholarships which have helped pave the way, educationally, for countless students 
over the years. 

In my time spent teaching at UK, I encountered numerous students who had 
benefited from these scholarships as they moved forward to receive their degrees.

Thanks to all of our teachers for their efforts in teaching our young people, and a 
special thanks to the many agricultural educators who continue to change lives and 
strengthen the very industry that sustains us all. They are God’s blessing to all of us.

Drew Graham, Executive Vice President
Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation

COMMENT
COLUMN
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Logan County
September 14, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Logan County Extension  
office/outdoor pavilion
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes
No outstanding youth or  

variety show
CDC guidelines to be followed

Bring your own chair

Martin County
September 11, 2020, 9:00 a.m.
Martin County Extension Office

Business meeting only

Mason County
September 28, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

Mason County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only

No meal served
CDC guidelines will be observed

McCreary County
September 10, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

Sandhill 4-H Camp
Business meeting only

Mercer County
September 14, 2020, 4:30 p.m.

Mercer County Farm Bureau Office
Short business meeting
No meal or door prizes

Metcalfe County  
September 17, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

Edmonton City Park  
- Large Pavilion

Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Montgomery County
October 1, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
Montgomery County Farm  

Bureau office
Business meeting only
No food or door prizes 

Morgan County 
September 17, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

Morgan County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only
No food or door prizes

Oldham County
September 10, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Zoom business meeting only

Owen County
October 12, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

Owen County Farm Bureau office 
Business meeting only

Owsley County
September 22, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

Owsley County Farm Bureau office
Brief business meeting only

No food or door prizes

Pendleton County
October 5, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

Pendleton County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only

No meal served
CDC guidelines will be followed

Pulaski County
October 8, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Pulaski County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

Robertson County
September 24, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

Robertson County Farm  
Bureau office

Rowan County
October 6, 2020, 6:30 p.m.

Rowan County Farm Bureau Federation 
Board Room

Election of Officers and Directors
No meal or door prizes

Russell County
September 10, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Russell County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes 

Shelby County
October 5, 2020, 10:00 a.m.

Shelby County Farm Bureau office, 
Shelbyville

Business meeting only

Spencer County
September 28, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

Spencer County Farm  
Bureau office

Business meeting only

Todd County 
September 21, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
Todd County Farm Bureau office

Business meeting only
No food or giveaways

Washington County
October 5, 2020, 7:00 p.m.
Washington County Farm  

Bureau office
Business meeting only

Wayne County
September 14, 2020, 6:00 p.m.

Wayne County Farm Bureau office
Business meeting only
No food or door prizes

Woodford County
September 15, 2020, 6:30 pm

Life Adventure Center
Business meeting only
No meal or door prizes

  

2020 County Annual Meetings 2020 County Annual Meetings 
All times are local. COVID-19 rules apply. Please follow CDC guidelines. 

All times, locations and dates are subject to change. Please contact your local Farm Bureau for more information.
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In  an effort to help Kentuckians struggling to stay connected 
in an internet-driven world, Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) 
recently activated a free, public Wi-Fi internet signal from all 

197 of its locations statewide. The Wi-Fi network – with its easily 
identifiable name, KFBFreeWiFi – is accessible from the parking 
areas around KFB’s buildings 7am-10pm daily and free to anyone 
who would like to use it.

“Reliable broadband internet service, especially in the rural 
parts of our state, is something that far too many Kentuckians still 
don’t have access to in their homes,” said Mark Haney, President 
of KFB. “In a world that now demands video meetings, virtual 
events and continual email communications – not to mention 
the tens of thousands of students who are about to start their 
new school year from home – internet connectivity is a must. We 
want to help ease that burden for some of our fellow Kentuckians 
through this initiative.”

With at least one office located in each of Kentucky’s 120 
counties, KFB is well-suited to provide free Wi-Fi access to 
communities across the Commonwealth. Signs identifying 
parking spots where the Wi-Fi signals are strongest will be 
placed at KFB’s offices, and no online registration or even KFB 
membership is required to use this service. Kentuckians can also 
maintain proper social distancing practices while accessing the 
internet through this free Wi-Fi signal from the convenience of 
their own vehicle.

By providing this free service, KFB is focused on helping 
Kentuckians remain connected where the broadband availability 
is weak or nonexistent, especially with the added pressures 
of remote work and online learning resulting from the  
coronavirus pandemic.

KFB’s efforts are also part of a nationwide effort called the 
“American Connection Project” led by Land O’ Lakes. Constructed 
to bring attention to the lack of rural broadband availability across 

the country, Land O’ Lakes sought partners who were deeply 
rooted in rural communities to assist with their goals. Prior to 
KFB’s launch, the American Connection Project had assembled 
a network of more than 90 businesses, trade associations and 
academic institutions in 19 states offering up more than 150 of 
their locations as free Wi-Fi hotspots. KFB more than doubled 
that number with its go-live today while adding Kentucky to the 
list of participating states.

“This initiative may seem like a drop in the pond as it relates 
to solving the overall issue, but if we can help one student finish 
a school project, or one small business owner complete a payroll 
schedule, or one grandparent video conference with a grandchild 
they haven’t seen in months, then this entire effort will be worth 
it,” concluded Haney.

To find a Kentucky Farm Bureau office and free Wi-Fi 
signal near you, visit kyfb.com/find/.

In a world that now demands In a world that now demands 
video meetings, virtual events and video meetings, virtual events and 
continual email communications continual email communications 
- not to mention the tens of  - not to mention the tens of  
thousands of students who are thousands of students who are 
about to start their new school year about to start their new school year 
from home – internet connectivity from home – internet connectivity 
is a must.”is a must.”

- Mark Haney- Mark Haney

“

KENTUCKY FARM 
BUREAU PROVIDING 

NEARLY 200 FREE 
WI-FI INTERNET 

HOTSPOTS STATEWIDE
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KFB SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 
SURPASS HALF-MILLION 
DOLLAR MARK FOR 2020
A message from Kentucky Farm Bureau President Mark Haney

Each year we have the honor of awarding scholarships to young people across this state 
as part of Kentucky Farm Bureau’s commitment to education. Scholarships are awarded 
at both the state and county level, and this is one of the most important things we do as  
an organization. 

Kentucky Farm Bureau State 
Scholarship Recipients

Sam Moore Scholarship - $4,000
Awarded to a student attending a Kentucky 
college/university and pursuing a four-
year degree in animal health/veterinary 
technology or a related field.

Kelli Hendricks, Robertson County

Leadership in Agriculture Scholarship - 
$3,000 each
Awarded to students of farm families 
attending a Kentucky college or university.

Gracie Johnson, Casey County
William Shepherd, Hardin County

KFB Young Farmer Scholarship - $2,000
Awarded to a college upperclassman. Student 
must be attending a Kentucky college/
university and majoring in agriculture or a 
related field.

Alex Burke, Breckinridge County 

Beautification League of Louisville 
Scholarship - $1,000
Awarded to a student attending a Kentucky 
college/university and pursuing a four-
year degree in horticulture or landscape 
architecture.

Megan Johnston, Boyle County

KFB Employee Child Scholarship - 
$2,000

Ella Aponte, Trimble County
KFB Mutual Insurance Company 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Noah Watson, Livingston County
Chelsie Mason, Hopkins County

KFB Insurance Agents Association 
Scholarship  

- $1,000 each
Emma Rose Vincent, Edmonson County
Kaylee Vitato, Daviess County

Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation 
Career and Technical Education 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Dakota Cooper and Andrew Hagman, 
Hancock County
Trenton Brown, Breckinridge County
Clayton Story, Graves County

Kentucky Farm Bureau Education 
Foundation Scholarship – $1,000 each

Carlie Cryer, Campbell County; Ellie 
McGowan, Crittenden County; Jakob 
Furnish, Harrison County; Brysen 
Honeycutt,  Knott County; Chase 
Eastham, Pulaski County; Braedon 
Price, Warren County; Robert Ehr, 
Anderson County; Ashley Grospitch, 
Fayette County; Benjamin Slack, 
Simpson County; Matthew Smith, 
Trigg County;  Dylan Driskell, Garrard 
County; Madison Fackler, Bullitt 
County; Chase Frisby, Boyle County; 
Madeline Jordon, Garrard County; 
Katelyn Miller, Taylor County; Sydney 
Pepper, Larue County; Madison 
Roberts, Ohio County; Matthew 
Thomas, Jackson County; Andrew 
Unthanks, Robertson; Robert Walden, 
Laurel County; Emily Welch, Fayette 
County

Kentucky Farm Bureau County 
Scholarship Recipients

Adair County Farm Bureau JU Rogers 
Memorial Scholarship - $1,000 each

Walter Baker, Elizabeth Stamper

Allen County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000

Ella Burch

Allen County Farm Bureau Ralston 
Bewley Scholarship - $500

Robin Gagen

Anderson County Farm Bureau George 
Cotton Memorial Scholarship - $2,000 
each

Sofia Luna, Morgan Powell,  
Austin Thornberry 

Anderson County Farm Bureau George 
Cotton Memorial Scholarship - $1,500

Gabriel Gettelfinger

Ballard County Farm Bureau $100 gift 
to all graduating seniors at Ballard 
Memorial High School 

Barren County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Bethany Schalk, Juliana Bastien

Bath County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$1,500 each

Victoria Otis, Riley Warner,  
Carlea Hutchison

Bell County Farm Bureau Ray Reed 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Hannah Robbins, Reece Foley, 
Courtney Bryant, Peyton Keyes, 
Isaac Saylor, Olivia Lynch, Nicholas 
Wilson, Jimmy Montgomery, Kayla 
James, Maradith Moore, Preston Akers, 
Matthew Frost, Robert Kelley, John 
Brock III, Madison Greene, Braden 
Mills, Savannah Swedersky

Boone County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Heather White, Julia Rice

Our young people represent the future of the Commonwealth and we couldn’t be prouder of their efforts especially, in this time 
when so much as changed. This year, despite all the challenges present by the COVID-19 pandemic, a total of 443 scholarships 
worth more than $533,300 were given to students throughout the state. 

This is a remarkable milestone in the support of educational efforts made by KFB. I want to personally congratulate each student 
and I wish them all the best as they continue their educational endeavors. And I’d like to thank our county Farm Bureaus and the 
volunteer members who work so hard all year long to make these scholarship awards possible.  
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Bourbon County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Alina Knore, Jared Sandefur, Jenny 
Crump, Nelson Paul,  
Samantha Rogers

Bourbon County farm Bureau four-year 
Scholarship - $4,000

Ana Feeback 

Boyd County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,500

Erin Borders

Boyle County Farm Bureau David C. 
Sparrow Memorial Scholarship - $1,000

Landry Woodrum

Bracken County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Samuel Appleman, Hannah Arthur, 
Haylee Burton, Isabella Hardy, Elena 
Insko, Austin Mains, Savannah Moran, 
Michaela Remley, Delaney Reynolds, 
McKaylee Sebastian,  
McKenzie Sebastian

Breathitt County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $4,000 each

Wesley Little, Bayleigh Miller

Breckinridge County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Ashley Hinton, Breanna Whitworth

Breckinridge County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $250 each

Trenton Brown, Jennay Leslie, Abigail 
Morton, Natalee Tabor, Hunter 
Dockery, John Roland Smith, John 
Thornhill 

Bullitt County Farm Bureau Board 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Mackenna Ellis, Isabella Cape, Cade 
Miller, Lilly Mooney

Bullitt County Farm Bureau Young 
Farmer’s Scholarship - 
$1,000 each

Mackenna Ellis, Isabella Cape

Butler County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000

Mattie Wells

Butler County Farm Bureau Current 
College Student Scholarship - $1,000

Gracie Deel

Caldwell County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 

Jude East

Calloway County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,500 each

EmmaLee Roach, Jaelyn Phillips, 
Hannah Todd, Logan Dick 

Calloway County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Briley Scott, Anna Wilkins

Calloway County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Alaina Davis, Mallory Moore, Hannah 
Moore, Kaliya Morris

Campbell County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Carlie Cryer, Chloe Drake, Alyssa 
Harney, Grace Kramer,  
Jordon Tucker

Carroll County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $750 each

Clara Tuttle

Casey County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $500 each

Kamrynn Davis, Gracie Johnson, 
Alyssa Sharp

Christian County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Mary Campbell, Katherine Carroll, 
Meredith Crunk, Landon Haile, Isabel 
Keys, Sofia Sargeant, Chase Shannon, 
Lindsay Stokes

Clay County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$2,000 each

Lydia Woods, Emma Rader, Kaylee 
Mathis, Isabella Sester, Ashton Jarvis

Clinton County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Parker Tallent, Bobbie Ann Key, Tristan 
Moons, In addition, each graduating 
senior received $100 

Crittenden County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Cortne Curnel, Lauren Gilchrist, Ellie 
McGowan, Kyron Hicks 

Cumberland County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Gabrielle Thrasher, Kassidy Phelps

Daviess County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $2,000

Madison Baker

Daviess County Farm Bureau Insurance 
Agents Scholarship - $2,000

Lilly Quinn

Daviess County Farm Bureau Tom 
Curtsinger Scholarship - $2,000

Holly Payne

Daviess County Farm Bureau Daniel L. 
Turley Scholarship - $2,000

Avery Barnett

Daviess County Farm Bureau Young 
Farmer Scholarship - $1,000

Jay Powers

Fayette County Farm Bureau/John C. 
Darsie Memorial Scholarship - $20,000 

Catherine Wharton

Fayette County Farm Bureau Education 
Foundation Scholarship - $10,000 each

Annika Weaver, Reka Gal, Brendley 
Nathaniel

Fleming County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Bradley Applegate, Tanner Faris, 
Jordon Stephens, Kasey Johnson, 
Cheyanne Buckley 

Floyd County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$2,000 each

Amber Stumbo, Elizabeth Burchett, 
Mason Compton, Adam Grant

Fulton County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $250 each

Ke Andre Fio Shaun Patton, Armani 
Joron Yandal, Jerome Lamont Warren, 
Anthony Kyle Bridges, Grace Elizabeth 
Elder

Garrard County Farm Bureau Henry 
West Agricultural Scholarship - $2,000

Dylan Driskell

Grant County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$1,000 each

Cody Brumley, Mandy Cloe, Patrick 
Day, Jack Epperson, Benjamin Kinsey, 
Nash Smith

Grayson County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Payton Abney, Erin Ashley, Haleigh 
Brooks, Natalie Conder, Madison 
Dudgeon, Madison Harrison, Ethan 
Hatfield, Channa Lay, Mallory O’Neal, 
Paul Pendergest, James Pierce, 

George Priddy, Cooper Terry, Morgan 
Whittington

Green County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $500

Dylan Walker
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Green County Farm Bureau Federation 
Scholarship - $500

Nate Houk

Hancock County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Dakota Cooper, Andrew Hagman, 
Landon Muse

Hardin County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Allison Brown, Victoria Clan, Sarah 
Craig, Mitchell Kirkpatrick, Bradley 
Lackey, Graysen Lowery, Bailey 
Thomas, Claire Thomas 

Hardin County Farm Bureau Geneva 
Shipp Memorial Scholarship -  
$1,000 each

Kaitlyn Pike, Bailey M. Thomas

Hardin County Farm Bureau Ray Mackey 
Memorial Scholarship - $1,000 each

Mattie Mink, Katherine French

Hardin County Farm Bureau Robert E. 
“Bobby” Thomas Memorial Scholarship - 
$1,000 each

Hayden Fentress, Scott Nelson

Hardin County Farm Bureau Jesse Shipp 
Memorial Scholarship - $1,000

Clarissa Mackey, Janece Harrington

Harlan County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,500 each

Emily Smith, James Creech, Jacob 
Howard, Caleb Ashley, Bridgett Craig

Harlan County Farm Bureau Agents 
Scholarship - $500 each

Madelyn Haynes, Taylor Spurlock 

Harrison County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Jakob Furnish, Madeline Sparks

Hart County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$500 each

Savanna Nunn, Skyler Culver, 
Kennedy Davis

Henderson County Farm Bureau 
Academic Scholarship - 
$500 each

Sydney Book, Sam Elliott, Emma Eyre, 
Sarah Jenkins, Sophia Margelot, Mary 
Kate Miller, Macey Overfield, 
Hannah Robards, Sidney Simpson,  
Whitnie West 

Henderson County Farm Bureau Hugh 
Johns Memorial Scholarship - $1,000

Sophia Krampe

Hickman County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Anna Cole, Andreus Hunter, Jadyn 
Williams, Krista James

Hopkins County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Chelsea Mason, Ella Farmer,  
Landon Harris

Jefferson County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $16,000

Isabel Wolf

Jefferson County Farm Bureau/Andrew 
Wayne Butler Memorial Agricultural 
Scholarship - $16,000

Madison Harrison

Johnson County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $4,000 

Dylan Blankenship

Knott County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000

Brysen Honeycutt

Knox County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$1,000 each

Jacob Abner, Janae Adams, Raley 
Halcomb, Brayden Roark, Emileigh 
Sasser

LaRue County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Sydney Pepper, Dylan Rowe, Parker 
Smith, Mason Lane, Chase Baker

Laurel County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each 

Isabel Gray, Rebecca Mays, Anna 
McWhorter, Drew Meader

Letcher County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Ashley Vanover, Manford Gibson, 
Matthew Dicks, Kenzie Collier, Emily 
Caudill, Hayden Caudill, Stevi Cook, 
Stephen Burke, Kaylee Whitaker, 
Zakary Hensley, Shelby Short, Trinity 
Adams, Emily Brock, Madison Mason

Lewis County Farm Bureau Vo-Ag 
Scholarship - $500 each

Tucker Horsley, Sonia Cooper

Lewis County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Kaylin Mitchell, Alissa Hartley,  
Charla Hawks

Livingston County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Ashleigh Dunkerson, Olivia Henson, 
Kainan Goodaker

Lyon County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$500 each

Katie Gray, Marley Burchett, Taylyn 
Sutton, Jakhia Burks, Bailey Guess, 
Ashlyn Doom

Madison County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Emmanuel Kirby, Katherine Maupin, 
Nadalee Daus, Johah Wooten, Tanner 
Cruse, Cheyenne Shearer, Lauren 
Rowlette

Marion County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $500 

Alyssa Followay

Marion County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $750

Lee Ann Jones, Zachary Mullins, 
Abbey Ford, Anne Claire Smith

Martin County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Madalin Preece, Abigail Crum, Jimaly 
Cornette

Martin County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $500 each

Maicee Harless, Drake Muncy, Joshua 
Gauze

Mason County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Sherman Moran, Anna Porter, 
Elizabeth McKay, Blake McKibben, Abri 
Roberts, 
Haley White, Robert Moss, Sara 
Brewer, Jessica Hehner

McCracken County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Karlie Shae Wentworth, Cody 
Browning

McLean County Farm Bureau Jack 
Taylor Memorial Scholarship - $1,000 
each

Ashleigh Bobo, Alyssa Kinney, Macy 
Dame

Meade County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Cecilia Banks, Jaycie Barger

Mercer County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 

Raegan Long

Mercer County Farm Bureau Young 
Farmer Scholarship - $1,000

Delanney Henson
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Monroe County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Conner Geralds, Kennedy Thurman

Montgomery County Farm Bureau 
Traditional Scholarship - $2,000 

Cameron Hal

Montgomery County Farm Bureau 
Agriculture Scholarship - $2,000 

Bailey Cobb

Morgan County Farm Bureau Memorial 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Grace Litteral, Lindsay Gullett, Lane 
Cox

Muhlenberg County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Taylor Combs, Nathan Petrie, Autumn 
Hope 

Nelson County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Kyle Akridge, Abby Berry, Patricia 
Briney, Jean Marie Downs, Savanna 
Hill, Kimberli Koch, Madison Lindsey, 
Kaitlyn McKinney, Kailee Miller, 
Erin O’Neill, Anna Osborne, Cassie 
Parrish, Dylan Parrish, Maggie Piles, 
Abigail Proctor, Walter Skaggs, Jillian 
Sympson, Mallory Terrell, Caroline 
Thomas, Shaelin Thomas, David 
Martin Williams, Stanley Williams

Nicholas County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Fieldan Bechanan, Taylor Hunt

Oldham County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Miranda Rhodes, Logan Eldridge

Oldham County Farm Bureau Current 
College Student Scholarship - $2,000

Adam Kempf 

Owen County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 

Brandon Lewis

Pendleton County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Kaylen Greene, Zack Wyatt

Pike County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$500 each

Lakin Puckett, Chris Conley, Alyssa 
Buckley, Abigail Meade, Alyssa 
Sargent, Hannah Edmonds, Kaden 
Caudill, Conner Byers, Olivia Justice, 
Bailey Birchfield, Shelby Cline, Alyssa 
Newsom, Hayden Osborne

Powell County Farm Bureau Federation 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Shelbie Haddix, Rylei Mays, Evan 
James Kinser, Nalli K. Marcum,  
Kelly Logan Neal, Ethan Frazier, 
Demara Sparks

Pulaski County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,200 each

Chase Eastham, Grant Oakes, Haylee 
Ridner, Lillie Turpin

Robertson County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500

Andrew Unthank

Rockcastle County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000

Holly Miller

Russell County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Alexis Smith, Jordyn Stephens

Scott County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$1,000 each

Sarah Arnold, Joshua Bredwood, Trace 
Darnell, Lindsay Dawson, Jillianne 
Harris, Logan Farley

Shelby County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $2,500 each

Grace Melton, KeeganTingle

Shelby County Farm Bureau Roy V. 
Catlett Scholarship - $2,500

Kara Phillips

Shelby County Farm Bureau Current 
College Student Scholarship - $2,500

Hannah West 

Simpson County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Mackenzie Fleming, Jackson Carter

Spencer County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Madison Goodlett, Kelly Baird, Jenna 
Thompson, Amelia Floyd 

Taylor County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,500 each

Rhett Cox, Cole Kidwell 

Taylor County Farm Bureau FFA 
Scholarship - $2,500

Hunter Miller

Trigg County Farm Bureau Scholarship - 
$500 each

Kenzi Ellis, Tyler Freeman, Andrew 
Greene, Raelyn Marlowe,  
Peyton Phillips, Jesse Siegmund

Trimble County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Kyle Jones, Hayley Snelling, Alexis 
Solis-Rodriguez, Beau Turner

Trimble County Farm Bureau Returning 
Student Scholarship - $500

Brody Fugate

Trimble County Farm Bureau Jason 
Jenkins Memorial Scholarship - $1,000

Destiny Goff

Warren County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $4,000 each

Allison Croslin, Ashton Watt

Warren County Farm Bureau/Robert 
Parrish Scholarship - $1,000

Addison Allen 

Warren County Farm Bureau R.O. 
Buchanon Scholarship - $4,000

Braedon Price

Washington County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $500 each

Brendan Satterly, Abigail Mattingly, 
Chassity Warner, Garret Stevens

Wayne County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $2,000 each

Leah Bell, McKenzie Bell, Benjamin 
Vickery

Webster County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $1,000 each

Natalie Austin, Hadlee Carter

Whitley County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $4,000

Gracie Brashear

Wolfe County Farm Bureau Trade/
Vocational Scholarship - $1,000 

Madison Neely

Wolfe County Farm Bureau Scholarship 
- $1,000 each

Grant Rogers, Ellie Halsey

Wolfe County Phyllis Amyx Memorial 
Scholarship - $2,000

Braedon French

Woodford County Farm Bureau 
Scholarship - $2,000 each

Ashlyn Martin, Virginia Gregory
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= STUDENT SUCCESS
AGRICULTURE  +  EDUCATION

Ag-Ed is providing educational opportunities for all students

As another school year starts, 
teachers, administrators, 
counselors, and district and 

state educational personnel are finding 
new ways to reach students either 
virtually or in person as COVID-19  
restrictions linger. 

But despite the pandemic, the learning 
process continues thanks to advanced 
technology and the dedication educators 
have for their students. 

Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) has a long 
history of supporting education at all levels 
in this state and the people who drive the 
educational engine, said KFB President Mark 
Haney.

“The largest section of our organization’s 
policy book is dedicated to education, and 
we know how important it is to support 
all those who have dedicated their lives to 
teaching our young people,” he said. “We are 
especially proud of our agricultural education 
teachers and leaders who work tirelessly to 
prepare the next generation for leadership 
roles in our ag industry, and the communities 
in which they live.”

And it is so often evident in ag education 
classes that students are developing their 
leadership skills along with gaining subject 
knowledge. 

Brandon Davis, Kentucky FFA State Advisor 
and an agricultural education consultant with 
the Kentucky Department of Education’s 
Office of Career and Technical Education, said 
the leadership aspect built into ag education 
classes and FFA is something that will benefit 

students no matter what employment sector 
they enter. 

“Regardless of whether or not a student 
chooses a career in agriculture, we’re going 
to help them be successful because those 
skills of leadership are in high demand,” 
Davis said. “We feel like we’re definitely 
equipping all students to be successful 
in whichever road they take after they 
leave the high school programs and  
move forward.”

Davis, who also sits on the KFB State Board, 
added that more and more he is seeing ag 
education begin at the middle school level, 
something that is giving students a head 
start in career readiness choices.

“The interest in expanding middle school 
programs has really come from an intentional 
focus on making sure that students are 
thinking about careers and career options 
earlier, when they are in sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade, and not feeling like it’s 
something that should strictly be limited to 
high school students,” he said. 

Davis emphasized that middle school 
programs are helping to educate students 
about agriculture and about career pathways. 

“From there, we are seeing these students, 
once in high school, enrolling in courses in 
agriculture, so the middle school programs 
are somewhat serving as a recruiting tool for 
the high school programs,” he said.

One of the many benefits of agricultural 
education is the inclusion of FFA and the 
various competitive events that help enhance 
student leadership skills while adding to their 
knowledge about the industry, regardless of 
their connection to the farm.

Misty Bivens, an ag education teacher at 
LaRue County High School, sees that on a 
daily basis. 

“I grew up on a beef cattle and tobacco 
farm, and I was an agriculture student in 
high school, served as a State FFA officer 
and went to the University of Kentucky and 
got my degree in teaching,” she said. “So, I 
came to this job having that ag background. 
I think now, more than ever, I get fewer and 
fewer students who have a similar farming 

We are especially proud  We are especially proud  
of our agricultural education of our agricultural education 
teachers and leaders who teachers and leaders who 
work tirelessly to prepare the work tirelessly to prepare the 
next generation for leadership next generation for leadership 
roles in our ag industry, and roles in our ag industry, and 
the communities in which  the communities in which  
they live.”they live.”

- Mark Haney- Mark Haney

“
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background. But the thing they get from ag education, that they 
may not always get in other classes, is a chance to show off a 
different set of skills in the different contests and award areas 
offered through FFA. They really get to put into practice what 
they learn in the ag classroom.”

Bivens was recently named the 2020 Kentucky Agriculture 
Teacher of the Year during a special recognition ceremony at this 
year’s virtual Kentucky FFA Convention. 

“I was extremely excited when I found out and, in fact, when 
I got the initial email telling me I’d won, I teared up a little,” she 
said. “It’s an award given out by the Ag Teachers Association, so 
you’re really getting picked by your peers.”

Bivens’ passion for her job and her students is evident when 
talking to her, as is the case with so many agriculture teachers — 
whether they have 20 years of service, as does Bivens, or if their 
careers are just getting started.

James Kash is beginning his third year as Menifee County 
High School’s agricultural education 
teacher. He said there are many student 
advantages to being involved in today’s 
ag classroom.  

“Some of the best things about 
agricultural education is that when 
students come into our classrooms, most 
of them are here because they want to 
be,” he said. “And the second thing is, we 
try to teach our students in an interactive, 
inquiry-based, hands-on way, teaching 
them skills and characteristics that will 
carry them through their adult life.”

Kash is also a product of ag education 
and, like Bivens, was a State FFA officer 
before becoming a teacher. He feels that 
hands-on method of teaching is beneficial 
to students whether he’s teaching about 
welding or leadership.  

“We don’t just talk about the method 
or theory behind a topic; we actually put 
it into practice,” he said. “If I’m going to 
teach welding to my students, for instance, 
I’m going to teach them about the proper 
techniques, proper positioning, the types 
of metal, and the method of welding they 
might use. And then we’re going to go to 
the shop and apply those skills, hone in 
on that craft, and work to be proficient at 
it. The same is true when we are learning 
leadership skills. Our involvement in FFA 
allows us to learn about those skills and 
apply them through competitive events.”

Kash also noted other subject areas 
that are naturally taught as part of ag 
curricula including science, math, and 
biology, for example.

“We’ll also discuss the history of 
agriculture, chemistry, and English as 
we go through the school year,” he said. 
“As ag education teachers, we are really 
giving students a well-rounded education, 

in my opinion.”  
If there is a common denominator among ag teachers and 

within agricultural education in general, it is quite possibly the 
opportunities that can be realized by being involved in these 
programs.  

“I think there are just so many opportunities for students 
through ag education that they just don’t always have in 
other places,” Bivens said. “If you’re a great speaker, we have 
opportunities for you. If you are a super hard-working student, 
we’ve got proficiency opportunities for you. If you love to do 
community service, or you want to travel and see different 
things, we have opportunities to do that, as well. And I think 
that’s what is so unique about agricultural education.” 
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ELIZABETHTOWN
JACOBI SALES INC. 

800-730-2655
www.jacobisales.com

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
www.jjsales.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC. 

800-730-2684
www.jacobisales.com
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KFB Candid Conversation presents a discussion 
about the topical issues facing the agricultural 
industry and rural communities in a question and 

answer format. In this column, “Mr. Agriculture” Warren 
Beeler, outgoing executive director at the Governor’s 
Office of Agricultural Policy (GOAP), talks about his time 
working with the Kentucky Agricultural Development 
Board and what ag development funds have meant to the 
states agriculture industry.   

Congratulations on your retirement! Would you give our 
readers a little history of the many roles you have been 
involved with in public service to the agriculture industry? 
Well, I’m an old hog farmer from Caneyville. And back in 
December of ‘98, the hog business got so bad my wife said, 
“You’ve got to get a real job.” So, I started in state government 
on June 1, 1999 with Commissioner Billy Ray Smith at the 
Department of Agriculture. I was a beef marketing specialist 
before Commissioner Smith promoted me to be over shows 
and fairs. Under Commissioner Richie Farmer, I moved over 
to animal marketing, and then under Commissioner Comer, he 
moved me to Director of Agriculture Policy while still being over 
the animal marketing division. Governor Bevin came in and gave 
me the opportunity to go to the Governor’s Office of Ag Policy 
(GOAP) to deal with tobacco settlement money. And I’ve done 
that now for four years and nine months. I really feel blessed, 
and I’ve had a really nice career there. I’ve never had as much 
fun and learned so much as I have working for the Department of 
Ag and now with GOAP. There have been lots of twists and turns, 
but a wonderful career.

Upon news that you were leaving GOAP, you mentioned in 
a social media post that the Governor’s Office wanted to 
move in a different direction. Would you care to elaborate 
on what that might mean?
I don’t know which direction they’re going in. I just hope it’s 
good for agriculture. But I feel very comfortable about it because 
everything we do has to go through the Ag Development Board 
or the Ag Finance Board, and those people are so selfless and 
so driven to do what’s right with this money. It’s going to be 
good. You know, there are no Democrats and Republicans in 
agriculture, they’re just ag people. And a good idea, it’s still a 
good idea. My position at GOAP is decided by the governor, and 
I’m the first one that’s ever made it past the first week or two in 
a new administration. So, I’m very thankful to Governor Bevin 
for giving me the chance and Governor Beshear for giving me an 
opportunity to hang on this eight or nine months, but he needs 
his own person and I think that’s what it comes down to, and 
that’s just the way it is. For me, it has been all about agriculture; 
how we can grow the industry, how we can help farm families, 
and how we can we help agribusiness in rural communities.

You often discuss how beneficial the ag development 
dollars have been to the industry, as well as local 
economies. In your estimate, how valuable has that 
revenue been to the state of Kentucky, and has it been a 
game-changer for our ag industry?
When the tobacco settlement money came in, there were 46 
states that took advantage of it. I think Kentucky is the only 
state that took the money and invested – half of it in healthcare 
and half of it [in] agriculture – and has kept it there. Now 
we’ve invested on the ag side $636 million over that 18 years. 
And then at the farm gate with a market that’s terrible, we’ve 
increased by $2 billion, from $3.7 billion to $5.7 billion. I mean, 
it’s been amazing what this money has done. It’s helped farmers, 
helped their sales with the county money, at the local level. So, 
it’s seed money for investment, and it has just made all the 
difference in the world. We’re not only seeing agriculture with 
$2 billion more cash receipts at the farm gate, but we’re doing 
it better. We are better conservationists, better with geneticists, 
our management’s better, and we are better in all aspects of 
agriculture. We’re doing it better than we’ve ever done it, and I 
think it’s because this tobacco settlement money has been there 
to help us incentivize improvement. This money has basically 
helped tobacco farmers diversify away from tobacco, but we’ve 
gone way beyond that into the value-added products. But I think 
one of the greatest things is the educational component. We’ve 
got great specialists here in Kentucky that we learn from, but 

CANDID CONVERSATION“
Warren BeelerWarren Beeler
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we also learn from each other. And so, as a result, we’re doing 
agriculture better we’ve ever done it in history. Now, we’ve got 
an appetite to make improvements, and continue improvement. 

Have these investments in the state’s agriculture industry 
made Kentucky a national model when it comes to use of 
Master Settlement Funds?
Years ago, all the Southeast legislators were here for a meeting 
and Roger Thomas, who was in charge of GOAP before I came 
here and really one of the people who was responsible for 
us having this ag development money, and I had to make a 
presentation about what we had done up to that point, and what 
we were doing with the tobacco settlement money. Those people 
were so envious of what we had done. We’re so fortunate that we 
had the right legislators at the time, who fought to get 50 percent 
of this money into agriculture. And we’ve been so fortunate that 
we’ve had agricultural leaders within the legislature and others 
and governors that basically have seen the value of it. We’re 
the envy of all the states. I mean, when the tobacco settlement 
money came in, there were 46 states that took advantage of it. 
I think Kentucky is the only state that took half of that money 
for healthcare and half of it for agriculture and has kept it there. 
Now, we’ve invested, on the ag side, $636 million over those  
18 years.

What does the future hold for Kentucky’s ag  
development fund?
One of the legacies of the Ag Development Fund is the Ag Finance 
Corporation. We took some of the state money, put it into a loan 
program called Ag Finance and now have over 700 loans. We now 
have $94 million in there. And we’ve helped people buy chicken 
barns and farms and helped them to build buildings that help 
agribusiness. The way it works is, we don’t deal with the farmer, 
we deal with his primary lender. It is 2.75 percent money, of 
which .75 percent goes to the lender to service the loan, and two 
percent and the principal comes back to us. The farmer pays that 
primary lender and they pay us. We’re getting back off of our two 
percent and principal between $800,000 and $1 million a month. 
We have money in Frankfort, tobacco settlement money, helping 
farmers and making money. Who would have ever dreamed 
there was such a thing? I don’t think we can get any more bang 
for our buck than what we’ve gotten in agriculture from these 
Master Settlement Funds and I hope, down the road, that we can 
figure out even better and different ways to invest these dollars. 

You often speak to young people encouraging them to 
think about their future in the ag industry. How important 
do you think it is to get this new generation involved?
The most important thing coming off the farm are its people. 
One to two percent of the population farms, but 17 percent of 
the population works in agriculture. And we will need a new 
generation to take these jobs. We need geneticists and scientists 
and engineers to utilize new technology that basically will help us 
produce more with less. So, there’s nothing more important than 
our young people, and I have such passion about that. I don’t 
fish. I don’t golf. I don’t hunt. But I have judged junior livestock 
shows for 43 years in 43 states. I do it because I just see it 
making good teachers, providing such wonderful life lessons 
in how to win, how to lose, how to learn from losing, how to 

be respectful, and how to work hard. All those things are so 
terribly important for these young people. But there not enough 
of them going into agriculture to do what we’ve got to do. We 
have to figure out how to change the perception of agriculture 
to make it attractive to them, and I think we have to do a better 
job of telling our story. I go into a classroom say, “Anybody 
interested in robotics?” and all their hands go up. That’s cutting-
edge. Farming’s wonderful, but it’s the technology and the most 
intriguing thing about agriculture is all the things we don’t know 
yet. You’ve got to tell these young people that agriculture is the 
most exciting, most fun, most cutting edge and the only essential 
industry in the world. We’ve got to paint the picture so they 
understand how exciting, how wonderful it is.

What is next for Warren Beeler? You are known all over 
the country as the premiere livestock show judge. Are 
there a lot more shows that are going to pop up on your 
calendar now?
Well, I’m not sure to be honest with you. I’m going to take a 
little break. I know my wife is going to be really, really thrilled, 
not to have to turn that alarm clock off at four in the morning; 
something that she has for the last 20 some-odd years. But I’m 
one of those guys, I like to be busy. I’m not ready to quit. I 
want to help agriculture. I want to inspire young people about 
agriculture. I want to see agriculture just get better and better. 
This job with the GOAP has been the most fun that I’ve ever had. 
I had never learned so much about our industry and at the same 
time, meeting such wonderful people. I’ve learned one thing, it’s 
not about the project, it’s always about the people. The most 
satisfying thing about this job at GOAP is to see people succeed, 
and see that they are proud of what they’ve done.

I’m not ready to quit. I I’m not ready to quit. I 
want to help agriculture. want to help agriculture. 
I want to inspire young I want to inspire young 
people about agriculture. people about agriculture. 
I want to see agriculture I want to see agriculture 
just get better and better.”just get better and better.”

- Warren Beeler- Warren Beeler

“

“Mr. Agriculture”, Warren Beeler, was presented a signed “Mr. Agriculture”, Warren Beeler, was presented a signed 
banner from well-wishers, in honor of his service to Kentucky banner from well-wishers, in honor of his service to Kentucky 

agriculture, during the Championship Drive held at the agriculture, during the Championship Drive held at the 
Kentucky State Fair.Kentucky State Fair.
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West KentuckyWest Kentucky
BLACK’S PECAN

Fulton County | Hickman | 270-236-0247

BLUE BOY LAWN, LANDSCAPE 
& GARDEN CENTER 

Hopkins County | Madisonville | 270-821-7476

BROADBENT GOURMET MARKET & DELI
Lyon County | Kuttawa | 270-388-0609  

broadbenthams.com

BROWN’S FARM FRESH PRODUCE
Ohio County | Hartford | 270-993-6632

BRUMFIELD FARM MARKET 
Hopkins County | Hartford | 270-821-2721

CARDWELL FAMILY FARM 
Butler County | Morgantown | 270-999-0975

CATES FARM 
Henderson County | Henderson | 270-823-6150 

catesfarmky.com

CHRISTIAN WAY FARM  & MINI GOLF 
Christian County | Hopkinsville  | 270-269-2434

christianwayfarm.com

COTTAGE FARM STAND AND BAKING CO.
Daviess County | Owensboro  | 270-794-7940

cottagefarmstand.com

COUNTRY FRESH MEATS &  FARMERS MARKET
Union County | Sturgis | 270-333-0280 

countryfreshsturgis.com 

D & B FARM 
Graves County | Mayfield | 270-970-0926

DEER CREEK FARMS, LLC
Hopkins County | Hanson | 270-339-8513

FATHER’S COUNTRY HAM
Muhlenberg County | Bremen | 270-525-3554  

fatherscountryhams.com

JEREMY BENSON  FAMILY FARMS LLC 
Webster County | Slaughters | 270-635-0185

JIM DAVID MEATS
Union County | Uniontown | 270-822-4866  

premiumkentuckyfarms.com

MARTIN FARMS
Logan County | Russellville | 270-847-1996

METCALFE LANDSCAPING
Hopkins County | Madisonville | 270-821-0350

POORE’S NURSERY & FARMS
Logan County | Russellville | 270-542-4828

REID’S ORCHARD
Daviess County | Owensboro | 270-685-244 

 reidorchard.com

ROOSTER’S BEEF SALES, LLC
Hopkins County | Madisonville | 270-836-8250  

roostersbeef.com

STRUTTIN ROOSTER
Butler County | Jetson | 270-999-1915

THE COUNTRY BARN
Todd County | Elkton | 270-885-4843

THE MARKET AT HILL VIEW FARMS MEATS
Daviess County | Owensboro | 270-929-0558

hillviewfarmsmeats.com

TRUNNELL’S FARM MARKET
Daviess County | Utica | 270-733-2222

trunnellsfarmmarket.com

TRUNNELL’S FARM MARKET &  
GOURMET DELI ON 54

Daviess County | Owensboro | 270-733-2222
trunnellsfarmmarket.com

VANBUREN’S MARKET
Butler County | Morgantown | 270-526-4032

Vanburensmarket.com

ZOOK’S PRODUCE
Christian County | Herndon | 270-885-1656

South Central KentuckySouth Central Kentucky
BEAR WALLOW FARM

Pulaski County | Nancy | 606-875-5160
bearwallowfarm.com

BELLVIEW FAMILY FARM 
Metcalfe County | Edmonton | 270-670-5229

BURNETT FARMS 
Pulaski County | Somerset | 606-451-9315 

burnett-farms.business.site
CHANEY’S DAIRY BARN

Warren County | Bowling Green | 270-843-5567 
chaneysdairybarn.com

CORNETT FARM FRESH
Laurel County | London | 606-682-0984

cornettfarmfresh.com

CRAWFORD FARMS
Hardin County | Elizabethtown | 270-505-5600 

crawfordpumpkins.com

DENNISON’S ROADSIDE MARKET 
Hart County | Horse Cave | 270-786-1663

DEVINE’S FARM & CORN MAZE 
Mercer County | Harrodsburg | 859-613-3489 

devinescornmaze.com

FARM FRESH JUNCTION 
Hardin County | Eastview | 502-921-1537 

farmfreshjunctionky.com
 

HABEGGER’S AMISH MARKET 
Allen County | Scottsville | 270-618-5676 

habeggersamishmarket.com

HAIL’S FARM 
Pulaski County | Somerset | 606-274-0011

HANEY’S APPLEDALE FARM
Pulaski County | Nancy | 606-636-6148 

haneysappledalefarm.com

HENNING & BOEHMAN FAMILY MARKET 
Breckinridge County | Hardinsburg | 270-617-0411

HILLTOPPER CREAMERY 
Warren County | Bowling Green | 270-745-4361 

wku.edu/hilltoppercreamery

HINTON’S ORCHARD & FARM MARKET 
LaRue County | Hodgenville | 270-325-3854 

hintonsorchard.com

HINTON’S ORCHARD  
& FARM MARKET- ELIZABETHTOWN 

Hardin County | Elizabethtown | 270-360-0644 
hintonsorchard.com

JACKSON’S ORCHARD & NURSERY, INC. 
Warren County | Bowling Green | 270-781-5303 

jacksonsorchard.com

JUST PIDDLIN FARM
Simpson County | Woodburn | 270-542-6769 

justpiddlinfarm.com

KENNY’S FARMHOUSE CHEESE 
Barren County | Austin | 270-434-4124 

kennyscheese.com

MAMMOTH CAVE TRANSPLANTS 
Edmonson County | Brownsville | 270-597-2533 

mammothcavetransplants.net

MOONLIGHT MEAT PROCESSING INC. 
Whitley County | Williamsburg | 606-515-8813 

moonlight-meat-processing.business.site

FOR MORE MARKET INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE KYFB.COM/CERTIFIEDFOR MORE MARKET INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE KYFB.COM/CERTIFIED

BUY LOCAL! 
FIND A MARKET NEAR YOU! 



 KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS - 17SEPTEMBER 2020

PENNINGTON FARM AND GARDEN 
Casey County | Liberty | 606-706-5314

POTS AND PETALS
Simpson County | Franklin | 270-792-2252

potsandpetalsfranklinky.com

ROBERTS FAMILY FARM 
Meade County | Guston | 270-422-2361 

robertsfamilyfarmky.com

RUBY BRANCH FARMS
Simpson County | Franklin | 270-776-4672 

rubybranchfarms.com

THE PUMPKIN WAGON 
Hardin County | Elizabethtown | 270-401-3865

TOWNSEND’S SORGHUM MILL & FARM MARKET
Montgomery County | Jeffersonville | 859-498-4142 

townsendsorghummill.com

VANMETER FAMILY FARM
Grayson County | Clarkson | 270-963-2320 

vanmeterfamilyfarm.com

WILDCAT MOUNTAIN CHEESE 
Laurel County | East Bernstadt | 606-344-2882 

wildcatmountaincheese.com

WOODSTOCK LAVENDER COMPANY 
Pulaski County | Somerset | 859-608-9117 

woodstocklavender.com

North Central KentuckyNorth Central Kentucky
ALPINE HILLS DAIRY TOUR & COUNTRY PUMPKINS 

Grant County | Dry Ridge | 859-905-9656 
countrypumpkinsky.com

ANTIOCH DAYLILY GARDEN
Bourbon County | Lexington | 859-806-5458 

antiochdaylilygarden.com

B & E FARMS SLATE CREEK FARMS 
Bath County | Owings | 606-336-2335

BEECH SPRINGS FARM MARKET 
Clark County | Winchester | 859-744-2868

BI-WATER FARM & GREENHOUSE, LLC 
Scott County | Georgetown | 502-863-3676 

biwaterfarm.com

BRAY FRUIT 
Trimble County | Bedford | 502-255-7296

CHAPPELL FARMS PRODUCE 
Owen  County | Owenton | 502-593-5500

EAGLE BEND ALPACAS / EAGLE BEND’S  
YARN & FIBER SHOP 

Boone County | Burlington | 859-750-3560
eaglebendalpacas.com

ECKERT’S ORCHARD 
Woodford County | Versailles | 859-873-3097 

eckerts.com/versailles

EVANS ORCHARD & CIDER MILL 
Scott County | Georgetown | 502-863-2255 

evansorchard.com 

FARMERS WIFE 
Bullitt County | Louisville | 502-639-3423

FarmersWife.Farm

FINK MEATS
Clark County | Winchester | 859-808-0647 

finkmeats.com

FREE RADICAL RANCH 
Kenton County | Morning View | 859-462-2344 

freeradicalranch.com

FRYMAN FARM PRODUCE 
Bourbon County | Cynthiana | 859-707-7133

GALLREIN FARMS
Shelby County | Shelbyville | 502-633-4849

gallreinfarms.com

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET - LEXINGTON 
Fayette County | Lexington | 859-273-8629

HICKORY GROVE FARM STORE 
Shelby County | Pleasureville | 502-330-3443

HONEY TREE FARM 
Scott County | Georgetown | 502-867-1998

KINMAN FARM
Boone County | Burlington | 859-689-2682 

kinmanfarm.com 

LITTLE ROCK FARM 
Campbell County | Camp Springs | 859-991-6969

lrfcampsprings.com

MCGLASSON FARMS
Boone County | Hebron | 859-689-5229 

mcglassonfarms.com

MCLEAN’S AEROFRESH FRUIT 
Fleming County | Ewing | 606-782-1112

MICHELS FAMILY FARM 
Owen County | Sparta | 859-643-2511

MILLVILLE COMMUNITY MARKET 
Woodford County | Frankfort | 859-873-9772 

MULBERRY ORCHARD, LLC 
Shelby County | Shelbyville | 502-655-2633

mulberryorchardky.com

NELTNER’S FARM LLC
Campbell County | Melbourne | 859-635-3636

neltnersfarm.com

PENNINGTON FARM MEATS AND MORE, LLC 
Rowan County | Morehead | 606-784-6328 

penningtonfarmmeats.com

PHARM ROADSIDE  
MARKET AT BRAY’S 

Trimble County | Bedford | 502-255-3607 
pharm-cbd.com

REED VALLEY ORCHARD 
Bourbon County | Paris | 859-987-6480 

reedvalleyorchard.com

ROWLETT’S MILKHOUSE  
CREAMERY 

Henry County | Campbellsburg | 502-532-7533

SHERWOOD ACRES BEEF 
Oldham County | LaGrange | 502-222-4326

sherwoodacresbeef.com

SUNNY ACRES FARM 
Jefferson County | Jeffersontown | 502-727-9536 

sunnyacresfarmky.com

THE FARM AT LANDWORKS 
Bourbon County | Paris | 859-987-1266 

thefarmatlandworks.com

THE GREENHOUSE IN GERTRUDE 
Bracken County | Brooksville | 606-782-0033

TRIPLE J FARM 
Scott County | Georgetown | 502-863-6786 

triplejfarm.org

VICE’S CORNER MARKET 
Bath County | Carlisle | 606-247-2006

Eastern Kentucky Eastern Kentucky 
APPLETREE 

Harlan County | Cumberland | 606-589-5735

COUNTRY GARDEN GREENHOUSE 
Lee County | Beattyville | 606-424-9379

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET - ERMINE 
Letcher County | Ermine | 606-633-4994

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET - HINDMAN 
Knott County | Hindman | 606-785-4891

GRIFFITH FAMILY FARM - THE FARM STORE 
Johnson County | Swamp Branch | 606-297-3239

IMEL’S GREENHOUSE 
Greenup County | Greenup | 606-473-1708

KENTUCKY ROOTS 
Lawrence County | Louisa | 606-686-3276

RED BIRD MISSION CERTIFIED  
FARM MARKET 

Clay County | Beverly | 606-598-0520
rbmission.org

SAVAGE FARMS 
Lawrence County | Louisa | 606-922-0762

SOUTHDOWN FARM 
Letcher County | Ermine | 606 653 7376 

SouthDownKy.com

WALKER’S FAMILY FARMS 
Pike County | Hardy | 606-353-7333

FOR MORE MARKET INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE KYFB.COM/CERTIFIEDFOR MORE MARKET INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE KYFB.COM/CERTIFIED
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NEIGHBOR HELPING NEIGHBOR:  
A STORY OF GOODWILL DURING TOUGH TIMES
Dairy giveaway made possible through CFAP and community volunteers

Last May, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
announced details of the Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP), which provided up to $16 billion in direct 

payments to farmers affected by market instability as a result of 
the pandemic. 

“These payments will help keep farmers afloat while 
market demand returns as our nation reopens and recovers,” 
he said. “America’s farmers are resilient and will get through 
this challenge just like they always do with faith, hard work,  
and determination.”

As part of the CFAP funding, $3 billion was allocated for the 
USDA’s Farmers to Families Food Box program to purchase fresh 
produce, dairy, and meat and to deliver boxes to Americans  
in need.

The Kentucky Dairy Development Council (KDDC) applied 
for funding to do just that. Through their efforts, they secured 
processing thanks to Prairie Farms and Borden, transportation 
thanks to Mike Owens Trucking Company, countless community 
volunteers, and of course, the milk provided by many Kentucky 
dairy farm families. This series of dairy product giveaways took 
place in various locations across the state. 

One such stop came on a recent hot July morning in Stanford. 
A line of vehicles began to fill the gravel road that winds through 
the Lincoln County Fairgrounds early that morning, long before 
the announced start time of the event. 

This site that would normally be hosting a county fair this time 
of year, found itself being a place of hope and comfort for those 
affected financially by COVID-19.

The Stanford stop was just one of about 15 different distribution 

efforts. And the story from each stop was similar, said KDDC 
Executive Director H.H. Barlow. 

“We had long lines everywhere we’ve been, but everyone 
has been patient and very appreciative of what we’re doing,” 
he said. “At every stop we’ve made, we’ve given away a tractor 
trailer load of dairy products, and we have heard the same thing: 
people tell us how badly they needed this food.” 

KDDC headed up the distribution of the dairy products because 
of a stipulation set forth under the regulations of CFAP that non-
profit organizations had to be the entities to distribute the food.  

But Barlow said it has definitely been a team effort by a lot 
of dedicated people, businesses, and organizations that have  
gladly participated.

Meredith Scales, a KDDC Dairy Consultant, has been one of 
the main organizers of these various dairy giveaways and has 
attended each of the events.

“It is such a good feeling to know that you’re helping people, 
because everyone, no matter what, has been affected by this 
virus,” he said. “The thing that has probably surprised me the 
most is the kind of volunteer participation we are seeing at 
each stop. The first trailer load I thought would take 10 hours 
to unload, but we moved 1,200 boxes in three hours and 20 
minutes. It’s probably the greatest humanitarian effort I’ve ever 
been involved in.”

Scales added that because of the CFAP funding, much needed 
revenue is going to help farmers during this time of uncertainty 
while also helping those in need. It is a win-win situation,  
he said. 

Barlow said many stories had been shared at each stop, 

Vehicles lined up early for the dairy giveaway recently held in Stanford.  Vehicles lined up early for the dairy giveaway recently held in Stanford.  
Similar events took place in various locations around the state.Similar events took place in various locations around the state.
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including a visit he recalled in Casey County with a long-time 
county Farm Bureau director and retired dentist who, at 89 
and a half, was helping move boxes of milk from the trailer to  
the vehicles.

“I couldn’t help but notice him and how hard he was working,” 
Barlow said. “His name was Dr. Brown, and he said he just loved 
to help when he could, and we have had volunteers like him 
everywhere we have gone.”   

Harvey Franklin, the agriculture teacher and FFA advisor 
at Lincoln County High School (LCHS), accompanied many 
of his students to the Stanford event to help unload and load  
food boxes.

“We sent out a message on our group chat and got 26 
students here to participate,” he said. “In addition to helping 
their neighbors by being here, I think these students are 
learning the value of the three components of our FFA 
program of activities: developing leadership skills, they are 
supporting and strengthening agriculture through this project, 
and by participating in community service, they are helping to  
build communities.”

Aaron Cook, a senior at LCHS, was one of the FFA members 
who participated. He said he had never been involved in such a 
project like this one. 

“I think the main thing I will take away from being involved 
is how important it is to help in times of need, especially at 
times like this, when everybody’s going to need some kind 
of assistance,” he said. “And it’s events like this that helps 
people get through and we hope to do more. This is really  
something special.”

Jason Baker, a branch manager with Prairie Farms, helped with 
traffic control and had volunteered at many of the giveaway sites. 

“I personally have participated in several of these events and 
with each and every one, it feels more gratifying to be a part 
of this whole process,” he said. “Prairie Farms has long been a 
good partner with Kentucky dairies and the federal funding that 
made this possible really helps on all sides. From the producer, to 
those working in the plant, and the consumer. It helps everybody 
involved and it’s been a blessing.”

Joyce Baker, from nearby Waynesburg, was picking up food 
for her adult children who couldn’t be at the Stanford event. 
She said people are despondent and heartbroken over this virus 
and their hard times, but she knows that rural communities stick 
together in good times and bad. 

“I just appreciate so much people coming together, being there 
for each other. That’s what God wants us to do,” Baker said. 

Barlow emphasized he is hoping more funding becomes 
available to continue these types of events because the need is 
so great.  

“The stories people are telling will just break your heart,” he 
said. “In one location, an elderly couple pulled up to the loading 
area, and I ask how many boxes they needed. The lady looked 
away and held up one finger. I asked her if she was sure that’s 
all she needed, and then she turned to me and said they were 
starving. We immediately filled up that car. That’s what it’s all 
about; helping our neighbors through this and right now, we are 
all neighbors.”  

A variety of dairy products were  A variety of dairy products were  
included in the food  giveaway boxes.included in the food  giveaway boxes.

Volunteers lined up waiting to load boxes  Volunteers lined up waiting to load boxes  
of dairy products into waiting vehicles.of dairy products into waiting vehicles.

Jason Baker, with Prairie Farms, helped  Jason Baker, with Prairie Farms, helped  
direct traffic at the Stanford event.direct traffic at the Stanford event.
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Clark County
Clark County Farm Bureau won the 

2019 Business of the Year Award from 
Winchester-Clark County Chamber of 

Commerce at the recent Virtual Awards 
Ceremony in August. Pictured left to 
right: Thadd Taylor (CCFB President), 

Lauren Frazer (CCFB Agent), Rick Mink 
(CCFB Agency Manager), David Wills 
(CCFB Board of Directors), & Cindy 

Banks, (Chamber Director).

Clark County
Clark County Farm Bureau President, 

Thadd Taylor, and Agency Manager, Rick 
Mink delivered lunch to Clark County Fire 
Department to show appreciation for the 

dedication to our community during  
this pandemic.

Lewis County
The Lewis County Farm Bureau funded, 
in part, playgrounds in Tollesboro and 
Garrison and have signage up at both 

locations. The Tollesboro location picture 
has Lewis County Farm Bureau President 

Jim Meadows and his wife Jennifer 
who serves as the county’s Women’s 

Committee chair.

Kenton County
Kenton County Farm Bureau, 

Independence, closed on the purchase 
of a new insurance office August 21. 

Seated is President Rick Messingschlager. 
Standing left to right: Clyde 

Cunningham, agency manager; Rick 
Vaske, treasurer; and  

Rick Williams, secretary.

Clark County
Clark County Farm Bureau Women’s 

Committee recently donated $1,000 to 
READIFEST, which helps provide Clark 
County students with school supplies.

Snapshots of County Farm Bureau activities

COUNTY CORNER

We’re here to help you on the homestead. Farm Bureau members save up  
to $5,000 on new Cat® machines,* including backhoe loaders, wheel loaders,  
compact track loaders and more. Plus, get up to $250 off select Cat attachments*  
for your farm. Visit www.cat.com/farmbureau  for more information. 

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS SAVE UP TO $5,000*

© 2020 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, LET’S DO THE WORK, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Corporate Yellow,” the “Power Edge”  
and “Modern Hex” trade dress, as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.

*These offers apply to new Cat machines and select new Cat attachments purchased by trade association members or event attendees until the earlier to occur of 
December 31, 2020 or when the program limit has been reached. Limit of one credit per new Cat machine and one credit per new attachment purchased but this offer  
may be applied to multiple machines or attachments. Offer available on new quotes only. This offer is not valid for any discounts greater than 20% off the Suggested 
Consumer List Price, including any other offers, programs or discounts. Contact your participating Cat dealer for details and to see the specific discount pricing available 
per model. Subject to credit approval and membership verification. Valid only at participating Cat dealer locations in the U.S. and Canada. Subject to change without prior 
notice. Not valid with other offers, programs or discounts unless otherwise specified in writing. Limitations and restrictions apply. Program Reference ID: STR20AFB
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Whether farm or front yard, 
Farm Bureau® members 

get BIG savings  
with John Deere!

*Must be a valid member of Farm Bureau for 30 days and have a valid email address to be eligible for John Deere Rewards benefits.

Farm Bureau Members* Save up  
to $2,700 with John Deere Rewards! 

Learn more at JohnDeere.com/FarmBureau 

HENRY COUNTY 
SUPPLY, INC.
NEW CASTLE
502-845-5620

www.henrycoun-
tysupply.com

WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

www.wrightimp.com

BARDSTOWN
502-348-1665

BOWLING GREEN
270-781-4747

CAMPBELLSVILLE
270-465-5439

ELIZABETHTOWN
270-769-2341

FLORENCE
859-538-1600

GARDNERSVILLE
859-472-2246

GLASGOW
270-678-9200

HARDINSBURG
270-756-5152

OWENSBORO
270-683-3606

SHELBYVILLE
502-633-1515

SHEPHERDSVILLE
502-251-1800

Service Directory Livestock Directory
KDDC salutes the hardworking families of Kentucky.

Celebrate with us by enjoying some 
delicious, nutritious dairy products.

176 Pasadena Drive176 Pasadena Drive
Lexington, KY 40503Lexington, KY 40503
Cell: 859-516-1129Cell: 859-516-1129
Email: kddc@kydairy.orgEmail: kddc@kydairy.org
h� p://www.kydairy.orgh� p://www.kydairy.org

Working for Kentucky’s 
Dairy Farmers

New Executive 
Director

H.H. Barlow

www.RockBridgeTrees.com
RockBridgeTrees@gmail.com | 615-841-3664
199 Dry Fork Creek Rd | Bethpage, TN | 37022

Pecan Trees for Kentucky

Flowering Trees For Bees

Wildlife Trees

ROCK BRIDGE TREES
TREES GROWN ON PURPOSE

FOR A PURPOSE

�
�
�

#STILLFARMING
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Soybean & Soybean Meal Comparison
Owensboro Cash Prices

Cash Soybean Meal
Cash Soybeans

Weekly Average 5-Area Live Steer Price

Source: Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry Outlook, August 18, 2020, USDA, Economic Research Service

USDA Forecasts
3rd Quarter - $101.00/cwt
4th Quarter - $105.00/cwt

KFB added USDA data for 
weeks ending 8-15 & 8-22

FLOUR MILLING AFFECTED BY COVID-19
.The usual pattern of wheat milling was disrupted in the second 

quarter by the effects of COVID-19 on consumer behavior. USDA’s 
latest Wheat Outlook reports that after an initial spike in wheat 
food use in March, flour milling declined precipitously and largely 
corresponded with greatly reduced spending on food eaten away 
from home. USDA expects spending on food service will remain 
below pre-COVID-19 levels through at least December. All wheat 
ground for flour during the second quarter 2020 was 219 million 
bushels, down six percent from the first quarter 2020 grind of 
233 million bushels and down three percent from the second 
quarter 2019 grind of 225 million bushels. Second quarter 2020 
total flour production was 102 million hundredweight, down five 
percent from the first quarter 2020 and down two percent from 
the second quarter 2019. It’s interesting that only four percent 
of flour production is whole wheat flour. While the amount of all 
wheat ground for flour declined, the impact differed by the type of 
wheat. Durum food use, unlike the all-wheat food use figure, has 
remained far above the normal pace. Durum wheat ground for 
flour and semolina production (used for pasta) during the second 
quarter of 2020 totaled 19.4 million bushels, up 12 percent from 
the first quarter 2020 and up 21 percent from the second quarter 
2019. At 85.6 million bushels, durum wheat for food use was 
record-high for the 2019/20 marketing year. The shift in flour 
production was evident in the state totals. Southeastern U.S. 
states showed reduced production for April-June 2020 compared 
to a year earlier. Kentucky and Tennessee combined saw a 15.5 
percent reduction year/year. Florida, Georgia and South Carolina 
experienced an 18 percent decline.

KENTUCKY AND U.S. CROPLAND RENTS DECLINE
.According to USDA, cash rent for Kentucky non-irrigated 

agricultural cropland for 2020 averaged $145 per acre, down 
$5.00 from 2019. The bordering states of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 

Missouri, and Tennessee had average non-irrigated cropland 
rents of $221, $192, $156, $124 and $97 per acre respectively. 
The national non-irrigated cropland average was $126 per acre, 
down $1.00 from 2019. Iowa and Hawaii had the highest non-
irrigated rent at $230 per acre. Pasture cash rent for Kentucky 
was $28, up $1.00 from 2019. Pasture cash rent in Illinois was 
$42 per acre, Missouri was $34 per acre and Tennessee was $22 
per acre. The national pasture rent was $13 per acre, same as 
in 2019. Rent on irrigated cropland ranged from $80 per acre 
in Oklahoma to $497 in California; the U.S. averaged $216 per 
acre, down $4 from 2019. Producers in Kentucky paid an average 
of $200 per acre for irrigated cropland, down $20 from last year. 

EXPANDED GLOBAL CORN TRADE BENEFITS THE U.S.
.Global corn trade for the October-September international 

trade year 2020/21 is forecast at 184.7 million metric tons, up 3.6 
million from 2019/20. Global corn trade prospects are boosted by 
higher European Union (EU) imports, up 2.0 million tons this 
month to a close-to-record 25.0 million. With low supplies of 
domestically available feed wheat and barley, the demand for 
imported corn in the EU  is projected to grow by more than 20 
percent above last year’s level. EU imports started to rise around 
15 years ago, from several million tons, to more than 20 million 
in the last three years, which has made the EU the largest corn 
import market in the world. At the start of the 2000s, European 
corn imports came mostly from South America. However, after 
2010, Ukraine has supplied more than half of European imports, 
ranging between 60 and 70 percent since 2012. While the U.S. 
exports very little, if any, corn to the EU, its growing demand 
reduces Ukraine’s surplus that would compete with the U.S. in 
the global export market. The U.S. remains the world’s largest 
corn exporter, far ahead of Brazil, Argentina and the Ukraine. 
USDA raised the U.S. corn export forecast to 56.5 million metric 
tons for 2020/21; the 2019/20 export estimate is 45.6 million. 

MARKETS
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SCALED-DOWN KENTUCKY STATE FAIR 
STILL PROVED RELEVANT TO HUNDREDS 

OF LIVESTOCK EXHIBITORS 

Normally, the month of August would be the time of year 
when hundreds of thousands of people would make their 
way to the Kentucky Exposition Center to experience the 

sights, sounds, and tastes of the Kentucky State Fair.
But 2020 has been anything but normal due to regulations 

put in place because of COVID-19. But tradition triumphed and 
a state fair did occur although it had a very different look to it. 

Restrictions kept the general public away along with vendors, 
rides and many of the displays that are synonymous with one of 
the oldest state fairs in the country. 

But the youth livestock shows, along with the World 
Championship Horse Show prevailed allowing competitors to 
complete their long year of preparation for the top shows in their 
respective classes. 

Kentucky Farm Bureau’s participation was also scaled down, 
but the organization still showed support for the many livestock 
exhibitors who vied for a coveted spot in the Championship Drive. 

“Each year, young people from across the state work so hard 
to prepare for the chance to show their animals at the state 
fair,” said KFB President Mark Haney. “While we understand the 
restrictions that had to be put in place for this year’s event, 
we are certainly glad these exhibitors still had the chance to 
participate in this long-standing tradition at the state fair.”

Haney added that it’s never too soon to think about next year.
“If the current coronavirus situation has taught was anything, 

we have learned to look and plan for the future,” he said. “We 
know these restrictions will not be with us forever and we’re 
already looking forward to the 2021 Kentucky State Fair.” 

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles while the 
Kentucky State Fair looked much different this year, many families 
and children were “just plain grateful” to have an opportunity to 
participate in youth livestock shows.

“Every day, multiple times a day, children of all ages and their 
parents would come up to me to express their appreciation and 
gratitude for the opportunity to show livestock,” he said. “Many 
of them said they didn’t think they would have the opportunity 
to participate in this great agricultural tradition that teaches 
discipline, patience, and the proper way to take care of animals. 
For my part, I would like to thank the parents and kids who 
followed the public health guidelines we put in place. This 
pandemic has caused so much turmoil in our lives and I continue 
to pray for an end to it so that we can have a normal fair in 
2021.”

In addition to the livestock shows, Saddlebred exhibitors 
also had the chance to participate in the World Championship 
Horse Show bringing in the best if the breed from all across the 
country. Stakes night even featured the Oak Ridge Boys singing 
the National Anthem, which enabled the group to continue their 
consecutive string of years appearing at the Kentucky State Fair 
to 45, a record unmatched by any other touring group.       

Championship Drive and World Champion Horse Show kept the tradition alive

Youth livestock shows, along with the World Championship Horse Show, were held at this year’s Kentucky State Fair.Youth livestock shows, along with the World Championship Horse Show, were held at this year’s Kentucky State Fair.
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SCENES FROM THE 
2020 KENTUCKY STATE FAIR
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express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product 
information, consult your local Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com. 

Built heavy duty, to make 
light work of any job.

Together we do more.

Call today to schedule a demo on the #1 selling compact 
tractor in the U.S. for over 10 years.*  
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• Performance-matched
Kubota front loader

• Kubota diesel engine and 
gear or HST transmission
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CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
www.jjsales.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MOREHEAD
THOMPSON TRACTOR & 
EQUIPMENT SALES, INC.

606-784-6461

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
www.jacobisales.com

2020 LINCOLN CORSAIR

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit LincolnFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

Luxury, style, performance. 
They all come together beautifully 
in the new Lincoln vehicles. And now, 
get $750 Bonus Cash.*

Program #37408 *Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. Offer is valid through 1/4/21 for the 
purchase or lease of an eligible new 2019/2020/2021 model year Lincoln vehicle. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Lincoln Motor Company private 
incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase. 
Visit LincolnFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Lincoln Dealer for qualifications and complete details.

Farm Bureau members receive

$750BONUS
CASH*

24446_LN_8.5x11_ad_Gen_2020.indd   1 12/19/19   3:41 PM

CORBIN
LEGACY LINCOLN

800-684-6103
legacyfordky.com

DANVILLE
STUART POWELL 

LINCOLN
859-236-8917

stuartpowelllincoln.
net

OWENSBORO
CHAMPION  
LINCOLN

270-684-1441
owensborolincoln.

com
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Agriculture Commissioner Dr. Ryan Quarles has 
announced Feeding Kentucky has acquired 28,000 
pounds of Kentucky Proud ground beef from Marksbury 

Farms for distribution among Kentucky’s food bank network. The 
purchase is funded by a historic donation Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Company made to Feeding Kentucky in April 
of this year as part of the Kentucky Hunger Initiative started by 
Commissioner Quarles in 2016.  

“When we started the Kentucky Hunger Initiative years 
ago, the goal was to build a network to connect farmers and 
agribusinesses to Kentucky’s food bank system,” Commissioner 
Quarles said. “This donation, bolstered by Kentucky Farm Bureau’s 
amazing donation as part of the Hunger Initiative, is the perfect 
culmination of this work. Kentucky’s workers and families are still 
struggling to recover from the government-mandated shutdown 
of our economy during COVID-19. Vulnerable Kentuckians 
affected by this global pandemic will now have more access to 
food for their families.”

The purchase is possible due to a historic $500,000 donation 
from Kentucky Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company to 
hunger-relief charities as a part of Commissioner Quarles’ 
Kentucky Hunger Initiative —an effort to bring together farmers, 
charitable organizations, faith groups, community leaders, and 
government entities to reduce hunger in Kentucky. 

The donation, which was a response to rising food insecurity 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, is the largest single private 
donation made as part of the Kentucky Hunter Initiative since it 
launched in 2016. The funds were divided into sizable donations 
to three local non-profit organizations – Feeding Kentucky, Glean 
Kentucky and Kentucky Hunters for the Hungry – as part of the 
Kentucky Hunger Initiative.

“The Kentucky Hunger Initiative continues to provide much 
needed food for Kentucky’s hungry,” Tamara Sandberg of Feeding 
Kentucky said. “We are incredibly proud to continue working with 
Commissioner Quarles, KDA staff, and Kentucky Farm Bureau 
to support our farmers and our struggling neighbors during this 
challenging time.”

“Food insecurity is a battle facing many of our fellow 
Kentuckians, especially during the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. That said, it is both important and rewarding to see 

our donation to the Kentucky Hunger Initiative used in ways 
that help families put Kentucky-raised, protein-rich food on the 
table,” said John Sparrow, Executive Vice President and CEO of 
Kentucky Farm Bureau Insurance. “We continue to be very proud 
of our partnership with Feeding Kentucky through this program 
and, with today’s beef purchase as a prime example, can easily 
see the tremendous assistance it provides to families in need 
across the Commonwealth.”

The beef product was picked up by in Mount Vernon on Friday, 
Aug. 21, by “Service First,” a company out of Elizabethtown. The 
product will be distributed to hungry Kentuckians by way of Dare 
to Care in Louisville; Feeding America Kentucky’s Heartland in 
Elizabethtown; Purchase Area Development District out of Mayfield 
and Tri-State Foodbank in Evansville, which serves Owensboro. 
The three other regional food banks serving Kentucky received 
Kentucky-raised ground beef from Beef Solutions thanks to a 
Hunger Initiative event for Beef Month in May 2020.

This was not the first purchase of food with the historic 
donation. More than 10,000 pounds of pork sausage, 750 pounds 
of eggs, more than 4,000 pounds of cheese, and 1,028 boxes 
of mixed fresh produce were sourced from Kentucky producers 
and distributed by food banks across the Commonwealth since  
April 2020.

FEEDING KENTUCKY 
SOURCES 28,000 LBS 
OF GROUND BEEF FOR 
FOOD BANK 
Purchase funded by KDA’s Hunger 

Initiative and made possible by historic 

$500,000 donation from Kentucky Farm 

Bureau Mutual Insurance Company 

News from the Kentucky Department of Agriculture

It is both important It is both important 
and rewarding to see our  and rewarding to see our  
donation to the Kentucky donation to the Kentucky 
Hunger Initiative used in Hunger Initiative used in 
ways that help families put ways that help families put 
Kentucky-raised, protein-Kentucky-raised, protein-
rich food on the table.”rich food on the table.”

- John Sparrow- John Sparrow

“



 KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS - 27SEPTEMBER 2020
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AND CASH BACK OFFERS!

You do a lot around the farm. 
      Your equipment should too.
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BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT  

COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206

www.wardimplementco.com

FLEMINGSBURG
ROSE FARM SUPPLY LLC

606-845-2011
www.rosefarmsupply.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

“It’s like I got a new knee.”
“After complications from
knee surgery, I continued
to have severe pain. With

Steuart’s Pain Formula
I can walk without pain.
I can climb stairs again,

and I sleep at night.”
Bev Neubauer Alden, Iowa

Pain Formula
5 oz = $34.90   1.8 oz = $18.90

Free Shipping to Continental US 
With Code KY9
877-210-9664

www.steuartlabs.com

ADVANCED,  VERSATILE  AND READY TO  PLANT  CORN

©2018 by Kinze Manufacturing Inc. 
All rights reserved.P R E C I S I O N  I S  P E R S O N A L

4 9 0 0  P L A N T E R
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BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC.

270-273-3206
www.wardimplementco.com

CLINTON
TRI-COUNTY EQUIP. CO., INC.

270-653-2381
www.tri-countyequipmentinc.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

Kentucky Farm Bureau proudly supports 

giving young farmers the tools, skills and 

knowledge they need for success. Why 

Farm Bureau? Because education ensures 

a brighter future for all Kentuckians.

Proudly
supporting the next

crop of Kentucky 
farmers.



28 - KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS SEPTEMBER 2020

On August 10, a powerful and widespread group of 
storms—known as a derecho—ripped through Iowa 
leaving severe damage in its wake. Agriculturally 

speaking, this could be a devastating blow to farmers there. 
Iowa is the top corn producing state in the country and according 

to information from the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA), 
“57 counties in Iowa were in the path of the storm. Within those 
57 counties, there are approximately 14 million acres of insured 
crops. This includes 8.2 million acres of corn and 5.6 million 
acres of soybeans that may have been impacted by the storm.”

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
believes 36 counties in that state were hardest hit by the 
derecho, and within those 36 counties, the storm likely had the 
greatest impact on 3.57 million acres of corn and 2.5 million 
acres of soybeans.

“I’ve been touring some of the hardest-hit parts of the state 
this week to speak with farmers and agribusinesses that were 
impacted by the derecho,” said Iowa Secretary of Agriculture 
Mike Naig. “These farmers put significant resources into this 
crop and were planning for strong yields. Now their crops have 
been damaged — some destroyed — and the state has lost tens 
of millions of bushels of grain storage just a few weeks before 
harvest begins. This is a devastating blow to the agricultural 
community that is still recovering from the pandemic.”

In keeping with Kentucky Farm Bureau’s (KFB) long-standing 
tradition of helping others during situations like this, five KFB 
Insurance adjusters have gone to the Hawkeye State to help 
assess the storm damage. 

KFB President Mark Haney said it should come as no surprise 
that the organization has people who are always will to step up 
to help others in times of need.

“One of the things I’m most proud of as a member of the Farm 
Bureau family is knowing how dedicated our staff and members 

are in reaching out to others in need,” he said. “Iowa may be 
almost 700 miles away, but we still count them as our neighbors, 
and we will do all we can to assist them in times like this. When 
the call comes in for help, KFB is always ready and willing to  
step up.”

Rob Payne, Vice President of KFB’s Claims Department, was 
in contact with Iowa Farm Bureau folks shortly after the storm.

As of August 19, five KFB adjusters were on the ground in Iowa 
and slated to be there for at least two weeks. Those adjusters are 
Wiley Hendricks, Caleb Kirby, Wesley Sizemore, Phil Thompson, 
and Skip Weaver. 

Phil Thompson, a Property Damage Manager out of the 
Lexington-Hamburg Regional Office, said “it looks a little like a 
war zone here.”

“The people are great here—unbelievable attitudes and 
perspective on the damage,” Thompson said.  “Midwest folks are 
hard to rattle I guess.” 

He added, “I’ve never seen this type of damage from straight 
line winds. The tree damage is similar to what we saw after 
Hurricane Michael a couple years ago, and Hurricane Hugo many 
years ago. Tree loss is sad and something people are struggling 
with because they have lost a ton of large mature trees. Homes 
can be repaired, but they are truly grieving the loss of trees that 
will take years to replace.”

George Bates, a KFB Claims Director, said he is impressed—but 
not surprised—by the adjusters’ dedication. 

“We appreciate each of them, as well as their coworkers that 
are taking care of any work they left behind here in Kentucky,” 
Bates said. “This all came together pretty quickly after Rob 
[Payne] received the request for assistance.  Our group was 
notified late last week and were all in Iowa by Sunday [Aug. 16].”

KFB’s claims team, alongside Iowa Farm Bureau adjusters, will 
be focusing on the hardest hit area first.

Property damage is widespread, and Iowa Farm Bureau has 
been absolutely inundated with claims. Immediately after the 
storm, they had had 4,500 losses reported, with at least 400 of 
those involving total losses, which means the property will never 
be lived in again.

“One agent in Cedar Rapids requested a claim be set up on all 
of his property policies,” Thompson said. “Pretty crazy to think 
that almost every single policyholder in Louisville or Lexington 
would potentially file a claim if we were we to have an event of 
this magnitude and scope.”   

According to Iowa’s governor Kim Reynolds, this unusual 
system of storms left the state with nearly $4 billion in damages 
and destroyed or extensively damaged 8,200 homes and 13 
million acres of corn, about a third of the state’s crop land.

DEVASTATING DERECHO:  
IOWA FARM COUNTRY HIT HARD  

BY MASSIVE STORM SYSTEM

Iowa may be almost 700  Iowa may be almost 700  
miles away, but we still count miles away, but we still count 
them as our neighbors, and them as our neighbors, and 
we will do all we can to assist we will do all we can to assist 
them in times like this. When them in times like this. When 
the call comes in for help, KFB the call comes in for help, KFB 
is always ready and willing to  is always ready and willing to  
step up.”step up.”

- Mark Haney- Mark Haney

“

KFB Insurance lends a helping hand to Iowa Farm Bureau in the aftermath 

By Kelsey Thomas  and Tim Thornberry
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NEWS FROM USDA NASS: 
LATEST CROP REPORT

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) released its crop production 
report today from the August Agricultural Yield Survey 

conducted at the beginning of the month. The report showed 
corn yields are expected to be up seven percent from last year, 
soybeans 17 percent higher and burley tobacco yields down  
5 percent.

“Crops are moving toward harvest in very good shape”, said 
David Knopf, director of the NASS Eastern Mountain Regional 
Office in Kentucky. “Condition ratings have been running 
above average for much of the growing season. On August 1, 
corn and soybean conditions were five to 10 points above the  
5-year average.”

Corn production in Kentucky is forecast at 259 million bushels, 
up six percent from the previous crop. Yield is estimated at 181 
bushels per acre, up 12 bushels from the 2019 level. Acres for 
harvest as grain were estimated at 1.43 million acres, down 
20,000 acres from 2019. The U.S. corn production is forecast 
at 15.3 billion bushels, up 12 percent from 2019. Based on 
conditions as of August 1, yields are expected to average 181.8 
bushels per acre, up 14.4 bushels from 2019. Area harvested for 
grain is forecast at 84.0 million acres, unchanged from the June 
forecast but up three percent from 2019.

Soybean production for Kentucky is forecast at 99.4 million 
bushels, an increase of 28 percent from 2019. Yield is estimated 
at 54.0 bushels per acre, up 8.0 bushels 
from a year ago. Acreage for harvest as 
beans was estimated at 1.84 million acres, 
up 150,000 acres from the previous year. 
U.S. soybean production is forecast at 4.42 
billion bushels, up 25 percent from last 
year. Based on August 1 conditions, yields 
are expected to average 53.3 bushels per 
acre, up 5.9 bushels from last year. Area 
for harvest is forecast at 83.0 million acres, 
unchanged from June but up 11 percent 
from 2019.

Kentucky farmers expect to harvest 24.0 
million bushels of winter wheat during 
2020. The expected crop for 2020 would be 
down four percent from the previous year. 
Growers expect a yield of 64.0 bushels per 
acre, down 12.0 bushel from 2019 and up 
1.0 bushels from July. Farmers expect to 
harvest 375,000 acres for grain. Winter 
wheat production for the Nation was 
forecast at 1.20 billion bushels, down eight 
percent from 2019. The United States yield 
is forecast at 51.1 bushels per acre, down 
0.9 bushels from last month and down 2.5 
bushels from last year. The expected area 
to be harvested for grain or seed totals 
23.4 million acres, down four percent from  
last year.

Kentucky burley tobacco production is 

forecast at 64.8 million pounds, down 17 percent from 2019. 
Yield is projected at 1,800 pounds per acre, down 100 pounds 
from the 2019 crop. Harvested acreage was estimated at 36,000 
acres, down 5,000 acres from last year’s crop. For the burley 
producing states production is forecast at 77.4 million pounds, 
down 17 percent from last year. Burley growers plan to harvest 
43,500 acres, down 10 percent from 2019. Yields were expected 
to average 1,779 pounds per acre, down 131 pounds from  
last year.

Production of Kentucky dark fire-cured tobacco is forecast at 
23.7 million pounds, down 14 percent from the previous year. 
Dark air-cured tobacco production is forecast at 15.7 million 
pounds, down 13 percent from last year.

Production of hay by Kentucky farmers is forecast to be up 
from last year due to higher yields. Alfalfa hay

production is forecast at 462,000 tons, slightly below the 2019 
level. Other hay production is estimated at 4.50 million tons, up 
14 percent from last year.

The next Crop Production report will be released 
September 11. All reports are available on the NASS website:  
www.nass.usda.gov. For more information on NASS surveys and 
reports, call the NASS Kentucky Field Office at (800) 928-5277.

THE VERMEER WAY

FORAGE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR  CATTLE OPERATION. 

When it comes to hay and forage, harvest the Vermeer way. We’ve 
been leading the industry for more than 70 years by offering innovative 
products and features that are built with heavy-duty components to be 
durable and versatile on your operation.  Call or visit us to find out why 
farmers and ranchers just like you are switching to Vermeer.

MOW IT

BALE IT

DRY IT

WRAP IT

RAKE IT

FEED IT

HARVEST HAYTHE VERMEER WAY

FORAGE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR  CATTLE OPERATION. 

When it comes to hay and forage, harvest the Vermeer way. We’ve 
been leading the industry for more than 70 years by offering innovative 
products and features that are built with heavy-duty components to be 
durable and versatile on your operation.  Call or visit us to find out why 
farmers and ranchers just like you are switching to Vermeer.

MOW IT

BALE IT

DRY IT

WRAP IT

RAKE IT

FEED IT

HARVEST HAY

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
www.jjsales.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com
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I  remember well my very first day of school in 1966. I was 
terrified. There is no other way to describe it except to say 
it was sheer terror. In those days, at least where I lived, 

preschool and kindergarten were not an option, or at least not 
something included in my little country school. 

So, the first grade was my introduction to public education. 
I remember having visited the school to meet my teacher the 
previous spring – as most new students did – which sort of gave 
me an idea of what was to come. My teacher was so nice and 
calming, and, as I scared as I was, I knew she would be helpful 
in getting me over the case of nerves I knew I would have that 
first day.

That all changed when I entered the classroom the following 
fall and found another teacher there in her place. Seems that the 
regular first grade teacher I had met earlier was on maternity 
leave. At the time, I did not know what 
that meant but my hope was she got over 
it soon as to return to my classroom. 

This substitute looked more like my 
grandmother and while she was very nice, 
this was not who I expected. Again, I  
was terrified.   

My mother had made the trip with me 
the first morning and knew I was in panic 
mode. I was painfully shy as a youngster 
and this situation was not helping that 
personality trait at all. 

As my mother pulled my hands from 
around her waist to leave, I found it hard 
to hold back any tears, or loud screams.

But I made my way to my assigned desk 
and did my best to hide my fear. As the 
morning went on it only got worse. Recess 
came and I refused to go. I had found 
a little safety where I was sitting, and I 
didn’t want to rock the boat. 

I did the same at lunch. I refused to go. 
Being hungry was much easier to deal with 
than being …more terrified!

Having finally made it through the first 
day, I was adamant that I did not want to 
participate in a second day of school. 

It would take several weeks to overcome 
enough of my fear to make my way to the 
playground and to the lunchroom. But it 

eventually happened and, now, some of my fondest memories 
are of that old school and the time I spent there as a student. 

The lessons I learned then are still with me today, and the 
dedication shown by my teachers left me with a great respect for 
all educators who have devoted their lives to making the lives of 
their students much less terrifying.  

The first day of school this year looked very different than in 
1966. But I suspect there were still those a bit fearful of how it 
was all going to go, maybe more so for the parents and teachers 
than the students. 

But my hope is that one day those first graders of 2020 
will have fond memories of their first day as they travel down  
the backroads. 

DOWN THE BACKROADSDOWN THE BACKROADS

THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOLTHE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

By Tim Thornberry

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com
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2020 FORD  F-150

Farm Bureau members receive

$500BONUS
CASH *

Our valued partnership highlights the great movement 
that we have together, and how farming and trucks 
have gone together for over 100 years.

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Mustang Shelby GT350®, 
Mustang Shelby® GT350R, Mustang Shelby® GT500®, Ford GT, F-150 Raptor, Bronco and Mustang Mach-E. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford 
Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior 
to purchase and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/4/21. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for 
qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37408.

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!
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Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior 
to purchase and take new retail delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 1/4/21. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford Dealer for 
qualifications and complete details. Note to dealer: Claim in VINCENT using #37408.

Don’t miss out on this offer. 
Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com today!

BARDSTOWN
CONWAY HEATON, INC.

502-348-3929
www.conway-heaton.com

BRANDENBURG
RAY'S FORD
270-422-4901

www.raysford.com

CARROLLTON
EARL FLOYD FORD

502-732-6674
www.earlfloydford.com

CORBIN
LEGACY FORD LINCOLN

606-528-1904
www.legacyfordky.com

DANVILLE
STUART POWELL FORD, INC.

859-236-8917
www.stuartpowell.com

ELIZABETHTOWN
BOB SWOPE FORD, INC.

270-737-1000
www.bobswopeford.com

FRANKLIN
HUNT FORD, INC.

270-586-3281
www.huntfordky.com

HARTFORD
MOORE FORD
270-298-4800

www.moorefordofky.com

LOUISVILLE
TOWN AND COUNTRY  

FORD, LLC
833-957-0286

www.fordlouisville.com

MADISONVILLE
WATERMARK FORD OF 

MADISONVILLE
270-821-4100

www.watermarkfordky.com

OWENSBORO
CHAMPION FORD LINCOLN, 

INC.
270-663-0681

www.championowensboro.com

SHELBYVILLE
O'BRIEN FORD OF 

SHELBYVILLE
502-633-4535

www.obrienford.com



32 - KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS SEPTEMBER 2020

G R A S S R O O T S     I N S U R A N C E     E D U C A T I O N     A D V O C A C Y     L E A D E R S H I P     S E R V I C E

With more than 70,000 family farms in Kentucky, agriculture is a vital part of the 

Commonwealth’s culture, values and economy. Every year, farm families work 

together at the grassroots level to identify shared challenges and achieve common 

goals. Kentucky Farm Bureau reflects these challenges and goals in our polices, 

and we’re proud to advocate for farmers across the state in everything we do.  

Why Farm Bureau? Because Kentucky’s success depends on improved farm income 

and better economic opportunities.

In Kentucky, being grassroots
is fertile ground for success.


