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A nother General Assembly session has 

come and gone, and thanks to the 
advocacy efforts of Kentucky Farm Bureau, 

we saw many pieces of legislation, that benefit our 
agriculture industry, passed. 

Those of us connected to farming know 
how critical this legislation can be to the success of our industry, and how 
detrimental some laws that ignore our farm families can be if not countered.

KFB has a long history of supporting good ag policy and advocating 
against laws that hurt the American farmer, and I’m extremely proud of that. 
I will never apologize for standing with farm families and opposing laws and 
regulations that are harmful to agriculture.

Some of those successes in the 2019 session included S.B. 153, which 
modernized Kentucky’s Grain Insurance Law; H.B. 311, which ensures 
lab-grown protein products are properly labeled for consumers; H.B. 354, 
which deals with a number of taxation issues, including an increase in the 
Section 179 expense deduction for equipment, and the inclusion of sales 
tax exemptions for nonprofit organizations; and finally, S.B. 246 which will 
create a new Farmer Small Business Tax credit for those farmers selling their 
farmland to a new or beginning farmer. 

We are fortunate to live in a state where members of the Kentucky 
General Assembly recognize the importance of our agriculture industry. They 
get it, when it comes to the needs of our farm families and rural Kentucky. 

But, just because we came away from the 2019 session with many 
successes, that doesn’t mean we rest on our laurels, especially when it 
comes to federal farm, and rural community issues.

I can’t stress enough the importance in continuing the push we must 
make to ensure adequate broadband is available in rural areas throughout 
this state and all across the country. We, as farm and rural business owners, 
cannot continue to operate in this technologically dependent world without it. 

There are current initiatives and programs on the table to help address this 
issue, thanks to the work of the USDA. But we need to continually emphasize to 
Congressional members the importance of being fully connected on the farm.

Trade issues continue to be a concern for the ag industry despite some 
positive movement in Washington. The new U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade 
pack needs to be ratified by Congress soon.

Immigration reform and farm labor issues remain high on our priority 
list. We must have an adequate workforce on the farm and in many of our 
agricultural industries. The migrant workers we have grown to depend on 
are essential to keep the industry moving forward in this country. We must 
keep these workers coming to our farms in a legal, manageable manner.

And let’s not forget Farm Bill implementation. We worked hard to get 
passage in the same year it expired. Now, let’s continue our efforts to get 
implementation which will continue the necessary programs farmers need 
to keep the doors open.

Success is a good feeling and we should be proud of our legislative 
efforts. But there is still much work to do, as we will continue to be the Voice 
of Kentucky Agriculture.

Mark Haney
President
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H aving grown up working on my 
grandparent’s farm, I learned at an early 
age an appreciation of the farming way 

of life. I was taught the value agriculture holds for my family and the world 
around me. I saw the attention that goes into producing a crop and taking 
care of livestock. I experienced, firsthand, how to be a better steward of the 
land. And I learned to utilize the resources around me in order to keep this 
farming way of life moving forward.

For those of you who had the luxury of growing up on a farm, you 
know exactly what I’m saying and have felt the same feelings I feel each 
and every day.

For those who don’t, at least understand that what we do as farm 
families in producing the safest, most affordable food in the world; we do it 
for you. We do it for all those who eat.

And while that may sound simple, farming can be a pretty complex 
way to make a living. First, we must deal, daily, with Mother Nature and the 
weather conditions she sends our way. Whether we are producing a crop 
or raising livestock, we must contend with the elements, every day, 24/7.

In addition to weather conditions, we must also deal with market 
conditions; knowing when to sell, how much of a particular crop to grow 
in any given season, expectations of an ever-changing market; customer 
demands; and the list goes on.

Then there is the logistics of farming. When to move my cattle from one 
pasture to another to ensure they get the nutrition they need, and my land 
gets the rest it needs. If I’m a grain producer, I need to make decisions about 
crop rotations and grain storage. I need to have an adequate infrastructure 
to get my products to the marketplace and to customers. 

Then there is this whole technology question. Do I have proper 
broadband service to run computers, cell phone apps, and GPS equipment?

Trying to navigate all these obstacles is daunting, even for the most 
seasoned of farmers. But it can be absolutely overwhelming for the young 
farm family. I know; I have experienced it. Some days it would be much 
easier to throw in the towel and walk away to a much easier work life.

However, it’s hard to deny the inherent love all farmers have for the land, 
their animals and for the blessings we receive from life on the farm. My cow-
calf operation in Johnson County may be small in some respects, but it is 
the world to me and my family.

It is true when we say it gets into your blood. You don’t have to be born 
into it to become a part of it. You just have to trust your instincts, learn from 
those who have come before you, and be glad you live in a place where so 
much support for agriculture is found. 

I am honored to serve as the 2019 Young Farmer State Committee 
Chair. I have seen the efforts made by Kentucky Farm Bureau and its many 
volunteers who work tirelessly to ensure people like me are successful.

Tyler Ferguson
Chair

2019 KFB Young Farmer
State Advisory Committee

C O L U M N
Comment
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one church, one hospital, or one 
farm, then, according to the FCC, that 
entire census block is considered fully 
covered,” said Karney. “The concern 
with that is, the size of census blocks 
in rural America are so vast and large 
to the point where there are more than 
3,200 census blocks in rural areas 
larger than all of Washington, D.C. and 
five census blocks that are larger than 
the entire state of Connecticut.”

That disproportion in these areas 
is negatively impacting rural America 
build-out and the maps become a 
critical component in solving the rural 
broadband issue, added Karney. 

As is the case so often when it comes 
to projects of this magnitude, funding is 
a problem. Some estimates are between 
$45 billion and $65 billion to lay fiber to all 
the rural areas currently without service. 
And while are some current programs 
that make funding available, those funds 
have a cap and are no where near this 
estimated amount. 

“One reason we are focusing so 
much on this maps issue is because 
there is an overabundance of need 
with only limited funding available at 
this time,” said Karney. “So, the federal 
government needs to be very targeted 
with where the money allocations 
are going and to be targeted and 
accurate, accurate maps are needed to 
understand completely, where coverage 
is, where it is not, and where build-out 
should occur.” 

In getting into more specifics, 
there are other ways to bring digital 
broadband to underserved areas 
besides the use of fiber optics, which 
is somewhat of the gold-standard, and 
likely the most expensive. Satellite or 

W ASHINGTON - As the push 
to move broadband service 
to all corners of the country 

intensifies, a new report has been 
released which highlights the major 
government initiatives for doing just that.

The American Broadband Initiative 
(ABI) Milestones Report was released 
in February and makes note of current 
efforts, taking into consideration a number 
of issues including e-connectivity, quality 
of life, rural workforce, technology and 
economic development. 

The report also focuses on 
strengthening current programs 
by streamlining federal permitting 
processes and maximizing the impact 
of federal funding streams.

Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) 
President and American Farm 
Bureau Federation (AFBF) Executive 
Committee Member Mark Haney 
said the time is now to push hard for 
the broadband coverage needed in  
rural areas.

“If we are going live in a world 
where technology is so prevalent 
and necessary, then adequate rural 
broadband is also necessary. The 
success of our farm families and rural 
businesses depend on it,” he said. “I 
have said more than once, if we had 
connected rural America with electricity 
the way we have broadband service, 
many of us would still be in the dark.”

AFBF Director, Congressional 
Relations R.J. Karney said the ABI 

came from a Congressional request 
that was included in the 2018 Farm Bill.

“Congress asked the administration 
to create a working group that would be 
focused on broadband infrastructure 
deployment,” he said. “And within this 
working group, there were 20 agencies 
which looked across all the sectors 
of the government to see who had a 
role and what programs the different 
agencies were offering that touched on 
rural broadband.”

This recent comprehensive 
report specifies what steps these 
federal agencies are taking to support 
broadband deployment and adoption, 
noted Karney. 

“The focus, predominantly, with the 
ABI, was on federal programs to expand 
private sector investment in broadband 
infrastructure,” he said. “And they 
really focused on three different types 
of categorization including how to 
streamline the permitting process on 
federal lands, how to leverage federal 
assets to lower the cost of broadband 
deployment, and to maximize the 
impact of the federal funding programs 
that are currently in existence.”

In expanding that private sector 
involvement, Karney emphasized that 
the ABI is not so much a plan as to what 
to do in order to address the broadband 
issue, but rather a listing of things taking 
place within the government to make it 
easier for private companies to receive 
funds the government is supplying.

That public-private partnership is 
obviously important to the success of 
getting service to those areas lacking 
in it. But understanding the scope of 
the problem is critical in any process to 
meet these goals. 

Karney said that at least 30 percent 
of rural Americans lack broadband 
connectivity, compared to only two 
percent of urban Americans. 

“And that number, in and of itself, is 
distorted and not wholly accurate. I would 
put it at a larger percentage,” he said.

One reason for that distortion could 
be attributed to something known as 
census blocks. 

Internet service providers have to 
fill out a form for the FCC to designate 
where their service areas are, utilizing 
these census block areas.

According to information from the 
U.S. Census Bureau, census blocks 
are “statistical areas bounded by visible 
features such as roads, streams, and 
railroad tracks, and by non visible 
boundaries such as property lines, 
city, township, school district, county 
limits and short line-of-sight extensions  
of roads.”

And it should be noted that the data 
pertaining to these census blocks is not 
related to population. In fact, many have 
no population, at all.

“Unfortunately, if the provider says 
they provide broadband service within 
a census block to just one entity, one 
individual, one business, one school, 

PRIORITY:

RURAL BROADBAND
Adequate broadband in rural America is no longer just a luxury, but a necessity

“If we are going live in a 
world where technology 
is so prevalent and 
necessary, then adequate 
rural broadband is also 
necessary. The success of 
our farm families and rural 
businesses depend on it.”

– Mark Haney  
Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) President 
and American Farm Bureau Federation 
(AFBF) Executive Committee Member

Don’t miss out on this offer.
Visit LincolnFarmBureauAdvantage.com 
today!

2019 LINCOLN NAUTILUS

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the
United States. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Lincoln Motor Company private 
incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm 
Bureau member for 30 consecutive days prior to purchase and take new retail delivery from dealer
by January 2, 2020. Visit LincolnFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Lincoln Dealer for 
qualifications and complete details.

$750 BONUS
CASH*

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS RECEIVE

CORBIN
LEGACY LINCOLN

800-684-6103
 www.legacyfordky.com

DANVILLE
STUART POWELL LINCOLN

859-236-8917
www.stuartpowelllincoln.net

OWENSBORO
CHAMPION LINCOLN

270-684-1441
www.OwensboroLincoln.com

Rural Broadband continued on page 21

Today’s modern farm equipment relies 
heavily on broadband connectivity.

With its heavy-duty construction,
long service life and minimal
maintenance, a Grasshopper 
zero-turn mower’s timesaving 
performance is only the 
beginning. You’ll enjoy lower 
operating costs, too.

TIME ISN’T ALL
YOU’LL SAVE.

* WAC. See store associate for details.  © The Grasshopper Company

ZERO%ASK
ABOUT FINANCING*

Farm Bureau 
Members

Save 15%

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC.

270-273-3206
www.wardimplementco.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RICHMOND
BISHOP'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

859-624-1893
www.bishopssmallenginerepair.com

ROCKPORT, IN
KEN SHOURDS EQUIPMENT

812-649-2821
800-301-3044

SHEPHERDSVILLE
2M TRACTOR & LAWN

502-955-7011
www.2mtractor.com
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S ince the end of last December, 
several head of a beef cattle herd 
on the David and Mollie Appelman 

/ ATM Farm, were kept in a compost 
bedded pack barn throughout the winter 
months, rather than out in the wet winter 
weather. The idea led to dryer feeding 
conditions, less water/waste run-off, easier 
working conditions, and happier cows.

This type of facility has often been 
utilized in the dairy industry but is somewhat 
new when it comes to beef cattle.

The barn was constructed with the 
help of a grant through the On-Farm 
Water Management Program, which 
is funded by the Kentucky Agricultural 
Development Board in cooperation with 
the Kentucky Water Resources Board.

David Appelman said the grant 
focuses on water management, water 
quality and preventing pollution with the 
hope of keeping pastures from being 
damaged over winter feeding. Part of 
the grant included sharing with other 
producers what has been learned through 
the project and to convey the opportunities 
provided by the structure.

Appelman, who also serves as 
the University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment 

extension agent in Bracken County, 
recently hosted a field day on his farm to do 
just that. Throughout the day, he showed 
the facility to attendees and explained the 
function and benefit of such a structure. 

“The design allows you to improve 
cow comfort and better utilize bedding 
which is stirred each day, incorporating 
oxygen into the saw dust (used as the 

bedding material) and allowing it to 
compost, so it is heating, driving off 
the moisture and sterilizing the bedding 
that the cows lay on,” said Appelman.  
“We’re not having to add bedding 
because it is drying itself, and the 
animals will stay clean and healthy and 
this project has proven to be a great way 
to keep animals throughout the winter.” 

STAYING OUT
OF THE WEATHER

Compost bedded pack barns could eliminate some wintertime
hassles for cattle producers 

The muddy conditions and plentiful 
rains experienced through the last few 
months proved to be a perfect time to try 
out such a facility.

“The cows weren’t as stressed as 
being outside during the winter and we are 
having improved performance, and we’re 
looking at big gains in our calves,” he said. 
“This is just an ideal way to manage cattle.”

Steve Coleman, chair of the Kentucky 
Farm Bureau Water Management Working 
Group (WMWG) said projects such as this 
pack barn are a direct result of the work and 
dedication the WMWG is doing for better 
water resource management in Kentucky.

“This group of very knowledgeable 
individuals has been working diligently over 

the last three years on water management 
issues, collecting a wealth of information, 
which can be view at www.kyfb.com/
water,” he said. “In bringing together 
this expertise with the desire to work 
with producers and landowners to solve 
problems, and make that information 
useable for those farmers, it’s so gratifying 
to see it happen.”

Coleman added that one of the most 
amazing things to him, having chaired the 
WMWG since its inception, is to see the 
diversity, and complexity of issues that 
come before the group and the expertise 
by which these issues are addressed by 
members who are a part of the work group.

This pack barn, and the benefits 
it provides, on a number of levels, is 
certainly indicative of some of the diversity 
Coleman spoke of, in that it is equipped to 
capture, store, and use water run-off from 
the structure’s roof for watering livestock 
or other uses. A15,000-gallon cistern to 
store the water run-off will be added later.

Coleman said cow comfort is critical 
to producers, and this barn certainly 
has advantages for that, as well as for 
the producers. But the best-practices 
approach to water resource management 

will also prove beneficial in so many ways.
“The different benefits created by 

using the pack barn go hand-in-hand with 
each other whether it has to do with water 
quality, or water quantity issues, or knowing 
the use of a facility like this kept his animals 
from going through the mud during the 
winter months,” said Coleman. “It was 
beneficial to the animals, to the producer 
and the water run-off that will be captured 
and recycled into the operation, will reduce 
water usage from other sources.” 

In addition to an ability to eventually 
capture water from this structure, the 
saw dust used as the bedding material 
captures any waste coming from the 
animals and could be reused in a variety 
of ways including composting.

“The use of this barn just creates a 
pleasant situation. The cattle are happy, 
and when it comes to working with them 
every day, in a facility like this, it tends to 
make the cattle calmer,” said Appelman.

He added that producers who are 
interested in building a barn such as the 
one he has used, can do so in a number 
of ways to accommodate herd size and 
expense including utilizing or adding to 
existing structures on their farm.

This compost bedded pack barn became the home for several head of 
beef cattle at the David and Mollie Appelman / ATM Farm last winter.

David Appelman spoke with some of the field day 
attendees about the advantages he discovered by using 
the compost bedded pack barn.

Appelman said the barn proved to be a 
great way to keep cattle in the wintertime.

8 - KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS  KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS - 9APRIL 2019 APRIL 2019

WATER MANAGEMENT AT WORK WATER MANAGEMENT AT WORK



L ouisville, KY - The most recent 
Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) 
Marketbasket Survey indicates 

a slight increase to the overall cost of 
food to begin 2019. The Marketbasket 
Survey is taken four times per year 
at the end of each quarter to monitor 
overall and categorical trends in food 
prices across the Commonwealth. The 
survey gathers the prices of 40 basic 
food items throughout the state and 
then averages the numbers into six 
categories: beef, pork, poultry, dairy, 
fruits and vegetables, and grains.

The average overall cost of food 
prices in the first quarter of 2019 
was $118.64, up 1.85 percent from 
$116.44 in the fourth quarter of  
2018. These findings are a shift from 
the end of last year, which indicated 
overall decreases of $0.97 in the 

third quarter and $0.86 in the fourth 
quarter, respectively.

The national findings from the latest 
Consumer Price Index report in March 
shows an overall increase in food 
prices, as well. The summary indicates 
the overall cost of food increased 2twp 
percent over the past year, which 
marks the largest 12-month increase 
since April 2015.

MARKETBASKET SURVEY SPECIFICS:
First quarter prices of specific items 

and commodities remain a mixed bag 
with a number of items showing price 
decreases while others increased. Most 
notably, the price of pork products 
increased 5.71 percent and the price 
of grains increased 4.65 percent since 
the fourth quarter of 2018. Meanwhile, 
the overall cost of beef was down 2.01 

percent and poultry was down 1.42 
percent since the fourth quarter of 2018.

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS  
IN FOOD PRICES:

Whether or not U.S. grocery prices 
fluctuate from one quarterly survey to 
the next, Kentuckians and all Americans 
continue to enjoy some of the lowest 
food prices in the world. Shoppers in the 
U.S. spend only about seven percent of 
their disposable income on food each 
year. Those costs remain far lower than 
any other country in the world thanks 
to many of the agricultural efficiencies 
utilized in America. The average U.S. 
farmer produces enough food and fiber 
to provide for about 154 people – a 
number that has continuously grown 
since 1940 when the average was 19 
people per farmer.

KFB MARKETBASKET SURVEY
SHOWS SLIGHT INCREASE 

IN FOOD PRICES TO START 2019

Phone: 217-994-9015
Toll Free: 855-872-8404

www.peaceofmindalert.com
New Member Benefit!

Manufactured, assembled,
and made in America

•

Longest range from base unit
on the market, 600 ft minimum

•

Price will never increase and
no contract required

•

100% waterproof•

Members receive one month free
of monitoring and no initial fees!

A Medical Alarm Protects Your Loved Ones
At Home With Just The Push Of A Button!

Both the Kentucky Senate and House recognized Kentucky Farm Bureau for reaching its milestone Centennial Year with resolutions marking the occasion. Pictured in the Senate
Chambers from left: Senator Stan Humphries, Senator Matt Castlen, KFB First Vice President Eddie Melton, KFB Second Vice President Sharon Furches, and Senator Paul Hornback.
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THE WINTER OF 2019:

A MUDDY MESS
A lot of winter rain has left pastures feeling the pain

A s this year’s winter season melts 
into spring, one thing is certain, 
there was plenty of mud to deal 

with as the above normal precipitation 
pattern, experienced throughout most 
of last year, continued into 2019. 

With the exception of a couple of 
extreme cold spells, the temperatures 
were warm enough,throughout the 
winter months, to keep the ground from 
freezing, and precipitation, mostly in the 
form of rain, was frequent enough to 
keep the ground from drying.

Stuart Foster, state climatologist, 
said looking at historical data available 
through the Midwestern Regional Climate 
Center, average precipitation statewide 
for January and February together was 
13.98 inches, ranking as the 5th wettest 
start to a year since 1895. 

“Normal for the period is 7.21 
inches, so we were 194 percent of 
normal through the first two months. 
The wettest start to a year was in 1950 
with 17.75 inches,” he said. 

Foster pointed out specific counties 
which received the most precipitation 
during the first part of the year.

“Focusing on Kentucky Mesonet 
stations, Harlan County led the state 
with 19.94 inches through February, 
while Calloway (19.76”), Fulton (18.44”), 
Graves (17.89”), Knox (17.31”), and 
Trigg (17.04”) were next in line,” he 
said. “Through March 13th, the top 
four counties were Harlan (23.64”), 

Calloway (23.03”), Fulton (22.83”), and 
Graves (22.26”).”

With all those weather factors in 
place, the end result was, and remains, 
very muddy fields, creating less than 
stellar conditions to work in, especially 
when it comes to livestock.

And while winter has expired, and 
the spring season is here, the mud is 
still a factor and pasture conditions 
continue to be less than favorable to 
downright terrible. 

Ray Smith, forage specialist at 
the University of Kentucky College of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment said 
pasture conditions are as bad as he has 
seen, but there are things producers 
can do to help with the situation.

“It’s a tough situation. It would nice for 
permanent pastures to get seeded back 
right now, but with spring seeding grasses, 
when we get to mid-April, the chances of 
a good establishment are pretty low,” he 
said. “Fortunately, you can still add red 
and white clover to pastures in April if 
you graze close first and then use a no-till 
drill. Fall is the optimum time to seed cool 
season grasses into pastures in Kentucky, 
but if you try spring seeding aim for mid-
March and even then you have only about 
a 50:50 chance for a good stand.”

But there are still options for those 
who missed that window or prefer to 
try something now as opposed to later. 
Smith said for those pastures that are 
total dirt, one option is to plant a summer 

annual, such as sudangrass, sorghum-
sudangrass or pearl millet, in order to 
have some feed over the summer.

“Some people are even trying some 
of the new crabgrass varieties even 
though we sometimes feel like crabgrass 
is a weed, but it is a very nutritious 
forage,” he said. 

Smith pointed out that UK has 
new publications about all these annual 
grasses on the forage website and 
said getting in touch with local county 
extension agents is a great way to get 
help with forage issues. 

He also noted that many of the 
pastures may look worse than they 
really are.

“Go out and look closely at your 
pastures, and even though there may 
be a lot of mud, if you can still see grass 
plants, in many cases, those (pastures) 
will recover with a lot of rest,” he said. 

Regardless of what moves 
producers make to shore up pasture 
conditions, Smith warns against doing 
anything too soon before the ground 
has had a chance to dry.

“Even though it’s hard to be patient, 
you don’t want to make a bad situation 
worse by compacting wet soil,” he said. 
“There are not a lot of easy solutions, 
but if people will be patient in resting 
fields and getting ready for fall seeding, 
there are some good solutions.”
For more information, go to:  
https://forages.ca.uky.edu.

P R E C I S I O N  I S  P E R S O N A LP R E C I S I O N I S P E R S O N A L

WHEN IT COMES TO PLANTERS,
THE GOLD STANDARD ISN’T RED OR GREEN.

BECAUSE PRECISION ISN’T A PAINT JOB.

Look beyond the color scheme. Dig deeper. And do your 
homework. You can be sure Kinze does. You’ll fi nd proof in 
every planter and grain cart that bears our name. Precision 
is personal to us, because it’s everything to you. Our focus will 
always be on your results, no matter the color of your loyalty.

KINZE.COM
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BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT 

COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206

www.wardimplementco.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

*Off ers vary by model and are subject to availability. Rebate and fi nancing off ers valid on select 2015-2019 new and 
unregistered Polaris® RZR®, RANGER®, Sportsman®, GENERAL®, and ACE® models purchased between 3/1/19 - 4/30/19, 
but availability of the off ers and the off er terms may vary by State, so see your local authorized dealer for complete details. 
"Rates as low as 3.99% APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36-month term at a 3.99% 
APR rate: $29.52 per $1,000 fi nanced; and with a 60-month term at a 6.99% APR rate: $19.80 per $1,000 fi nanced. An 
example of a monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 3.99% APR for 36 months at an MSRP of $12,699 is 
$374.87/mo. total cost of borrowing of $796.27 with a total obligation of $13,495.27. Down payment may be required. 
Other fi nancing off ers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum 
Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifi cations and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void where prohibited. 
Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and may not be fi nanced. Promotion may be modifi ed or discontinued 
without notice at any time in Polaris' sole discretion. WARNING: Polaris® off -road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and 
are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's license to operate. Passengers, 
if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. 
Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and 
sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for 
additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2019 Polaris Industries Inc.

DRY RIDGE
MARSHALL POWERSPORTS

859-824-9200
www.marshallpowersports.com

MIDDLESBORO
SHAKE & BAKE MOTORSPORTS

606-248-5406
www.shakeandbakemotorsports.com

KubotaUSA.com
© Kubota Tractor Corporation 2019. 0% A.P.R., 20% down,  fi nancing for 84 months on purchases of new Kubota L2501DT w/R4 tires 
from participating dealers in-stock inventory is available to qualifi ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation USA; subject to credit 
approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000  fi nanced. Example amount based on sales price of $14,595. Each dealer 
sets own price. Prices and payments may vary. Off er expires 6/30/19.

Payments this low add up to 
a lot of work getting done. 
The L2501DT was built to handle any job with ease. And get 
it done right. Available now with payments so low that 
putting it to work is anything but a burden. Visit us today.

$139 A MONTH     84 MONTHS    

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
www.jjsales.com
270-651-5480

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

MORE HAY 
IN A DAY.

BPX9000 Bale Processor VR Series Wheel Rakes TE Series Tedders7040 Disc Mower

Vermeer forage equipment is built tough and known for dependability and value 

among hay producers who want consistency and smooth performance in a variety 

of crops and conditions. Designed for ease of operation and with quick, simple 

adjustments, Vermeer forage equipment gives operators the power to maximize 

the hours in a day.

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2014 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
www.jjsales.com 
270-651-5480

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

The average precipitation statewide for January and February together was 
13.98 inches, ranking as the 5th wettest start to a year since 1895.
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For more market information, visit our website kyfb.com/roadside or download KYFB App  |  roadside@kyfb.com 502-495-5000

WEST KENTUCKY

BLUE BOY LAWN, LANDSCAPING & GARDEN CENTER

Madisonville 270-821-7476

BROADBENT GOURMET MARKET & DELI

Kuttawa broadbenthams.com 270-388-0609

BROWN’S FARM FRESH PRODUCE

Hartford 270-993-6623

BRUMFIELD FARM MARKET

Hanson brumfieldfarmmarket.com 270-821-2721

CARDWELL FAMILY FARM

Morgantown 270-999-0976

CATES FARM

Henderson catesfarmky.com 270-823-6150

COUNTRY FRESH MEATS & FARMERS MARKET

Sturgis countryfreshsturgis.com 270-333-0280

DEER CREEK FARMS LLC

Hanson 270-339-8513

FATHER’S COUNTRY HAM

Bremen fatherscountryhams.com 270-525-3554

JIM DAVID MEATS

Uniontown premiumkentuckyfarms.com 270-822-4866

METCALFE LANDSCAPING

Madisonville 270-821-0350

POORE’S NURSERY & FARMS

Russellville 270-542-4828

REID’S ORCHARD

Owensboro reidorchard.com 270-685-2444

ROOSTER’S BEEF SALES, LLC

Madisonville roostersbeef.com 270-836-8250

JEREMY BENSON FAMILY FARMS LLC

Slaughters 270-635-0185

THE COUNTRY BARN

Elkton 270-885-4843

THE MARKET @ HILL VIEW FARMS MEATS, LLC

Owensboro hillviewfarmsmeats.com 270-929-0558

ZOOK’S PRODUCE

Herndon 270-885-1656

SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY

BEAR WALLOW FARM

Nancy bearwallowfarm.com 606-875-5160

BURNETT FARMS

Somerset 606-451-9315

Stop and Buy Local KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU’S 2019
CERTIFIED ROADSIDE FARM MARKETS

Market hours are seasonal. Please contact the markets for opening date and hours of operation.

CHANEY’S DAIRY BARN & RESTAURANT

Bowling Green chaneysdairybarn.com 270-843-5567

CRAWFORD FARMS

Elizabethtown crawfordpumpkins.com 270-505-5600

D & F FARMS

Somerset 606-382-5214

DENNISON’S ROADSIDE MARKET

Horse Cave 270-786-1663

DEVINE’S FARM & CORN MAZE

Harrodsburg devinescornmaze.com 859-613-3489

DOUBLE HART FARM

Corbin 606-523-0465

HABEGGER’S AMISH MARKET

Scottsville habeggersamishmarket.com 270-618-5676

HAIL’S FARM

Somerset 606-274-0011

HANEY’S APPLEDALE FARM

Nancy haneysappledalefarm.com 606-636-6148

HENNING & BOEHMAN FAMILY MARKET

Hardinsburg 270-617-0411

HINTON’S ORCHARD & FARM MARKET

Hodgenville hintonsorchard.com 270-325-3854

HINTON’S ORCHARD & FARM MARKET- ELIZABETHTOWN

Elizabethtown hintonsorchard.com 270-360-0644

JACKSON’S ORCHARD & NURSERY, INC.

Bowling Green jacksonsorchard.com 270-781-5303

JUST PIDDLIN’ FARM

Woodburn justpiddlinfarm.com 270-542-6769

KENNY’S FARMHOUSE CHEESE

Austin kennyscheese.com 270-434-4124

MAMMOTH CAVE TRANSPLANTS

Brownsville mammothcavetransplants.net 270-597-2533

MOONLIGHT MEAT PROCESSING INC

Williamsburg moonlight-meat-processing.business.site 606-515-8813

POTS AND PETALS

Franklin potsandpetalsfranklinky.com 270-586-8322

ROBERTS FAMILY FARM

Guston robertsfamilyfarmky.com 270-422-2361

RUBY BRANCH FARMS

Franklin rubybranchfarms.com 270-776-4672

THE PUMPKIN WAGON

Elizabethtown the-pumpkin-wagon.business.site 270-401-3865

VANMETER FAMILY FARM

Clarkson vanmeterfamilyfarm.com 270-963-2320

WILDCAT MOUNTAIN CHEESE

East Bernstadt wildcatmountaincheese.com 606-344-2882

NORTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY

ALPINE HILLS DAIRY TOUR/ COUNTRY PUMPKINS

Dry Ridge countrypumpkinsky.com 859-905-9656

ANTIOCH DAYLILY GARDEN

Lexington antiochdaylilygarden.com 859-806-5458

AYRES FAMILY ORCHARD

Owenton ayresapples.com 504-514-1594

BEECH SPRINGS FARM MARKET

Winchester 859-744-2868

BI-WATER FARM & GREENHOUSE, LLC

Georgetown biwaterfarm.com 502-863-3676

BRAY FRUIT

Bedford 502-255-7296

CHAPPELL FARMS PRODUCE

Owenton 502-593-5500

COUNTRY CORNER GREENHOUSE & NURSERY, INC.

Shepherdsville countrycornergreenhouse.com 502-955-8635

EAGLE BEND ALPACAS

Burlington eaglebendalpacas.com 859-750-3560

ECKERT’S BOYD ORCHARD

Versailles eckerts.com/versailles 859-873-3097

EVANS ORCHARD AND CIDER MILL

Georgetown evansorchard.com 502-863-2255

FREE RADICAL RANCH

Morning View freeradicalranch.com 859-462-2344

GALLREIN FARMS

Shelbyville gallreinfarms.com 502-633-4849

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET

Lexington 859-273-8629

KINMAN FARMS

Burlington kinmanfarm.com 859-689-2682

LITTLE ROCK FARM

Camp Springs www.lrfcampsprings.com 859-991-6969

MCGLASSON FARMS

Hebron mcglassonfarms.com 859-689-5229

MCLEAN’S AEROFRESH FRUIT

Ewing 606-782-1112

MICHELS FAMILY FARM

Sparta 859-643-2511

MILLVILLE COMMUNITY MARKET

Frankfort 859-873-9772

MULBERRY ORCHARD, LLC

Shelbyville mulberryorchardky.com 502-655-2633

NELTNER’S FARM LLC

Melbourne neltnersfarm.com 859-635-3636

REED VALLEY ORCHARD

Paris reedvalleyorchard.com 859-987-6480

SHERWOOD ACRES BEEF

LaGrange sherwoodacresbeef.com 502-222-4326

SUNNY ACRES FARM

Jeffersontown sunnyacresfarmky.com 502-727-9536

THE FARM AT LANDWORKS

Paris thefarmatlandworks.com 859-987-1266

THE GREENHOUSE IN GERTRUDE

Brooksville 606-782-0033

TRIPLE J FARM

Georgetown triplejfarm.org 502-863-678

EAST KENTUCKY

APPLETREE

Cumberland 606-589-5735

COUNTRY GARDEN GREENHOUSE

Beattyville 606-424-9379

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET

Hindman 606-785-4891

GOLDEN APPLE FRUIT MARKET

Whitesburg 606-633-4994

IMEL’S GREENHOUSE

Greenup 606-473-1708

KENTUCKY ROOTS

Louisa 606-686-3276

RED BIRD MISSION ROADSIDE FARM MARKET

Beverly rbmission.org 606-598-2709

PINE MOUNTAIN SETTLEMENT SCHOOL GIFT SHOP

Bledsoe www.pinemtn.org 606-558-3571

SAVAGE FARMS

Louisa 606-922-0762

THE FARM STAND

Paintsville 606-793-0805

TOWNSEND’S SORGHUM MILL & FARM MARKET

Jeffersonville townsendsorghummill.com 859-498-4142



2019 KFB WOMEN’S 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

A record number of counties were represented at this year’s event.

A s Kentucky Farm Bureau 
(KFB) continues to celebrate 
its Centennial Year, this year’s 

Women’s Leadership Conference brought 
more than 240 members together to 
recognize that milestone, along with 
participating in numerous workshops and 
hearing from an array of speakers. 

Those attendees came from a record 
90 counties to take advantage of the 
learning and networking opportunities 
that have become a staple of this long-
running annual event. They also heard 
from KFB and state leadership, as well as 
nationally recognized keynote speakers.

KFB Second Vice President Sharon 
Furches has seen this conference 
at many levels including as a local 
volunteer, a state Women’s Committee 
member and now, as a member of the 
organization’s Executive Committee. 
She said the members who comprise 
the many Women’s Committees across 
the state are the boots on the ground 
when it comes to local advocacy.

“The Women’s Committee is one of 
the strongest programs in KFB. These 

ladies are going into schools to help 
educate students about agriculture, they 
interact with consumers at grocery stores 
and any number of different businesses to 
discuss food production, and they work 
tirelessly on a number of Farm Bureau 
initiatives,” she said. “The programs these 
members are involved with are often the 
first thing people learn about Farm Bureau. 
These volunteers are in every community; 
they are our friends and neighbors. Their 
community members trust them and in 
doing so, they trust our message.”

Much of what the Women’s 
Committees do deals with young people 
through education or competitive 
programs, introducing a new generation 
to the organization, added Furches. 

“They are literally finding these local 
students and putting a paper in their 
hand to encourage them to participate in 
our Farm Bureau programs at the local 
level with hopes of making it to Louisville 
at our annual meeting to compete,” 
she said. “These programs offer a lot 
of prize money for these students, but 
they promote the personal growth and 

leadership skills those students can learn 
by participating in these programs.”

Furches said in coming to this 
year’s state leadership conference, 
the participants, while celebrating the 
Centennial, were looking forward to the 
future, as well. 

“I believe it was a record year in 
enthusiasm, as well as in the number 
of counties represented. The program 
was really well designed to not only talk 
about our past but talk about ways to 
move into the future,” she said. 

Much of that forward movement 
comes from the networking opportunities 
in which participants take back new 
ideas to their respective counties.

“County leaders were able to 
appreciate some of the activities and 
ideas they learned about while attending 
the conference, hoping to use them to 
be more successful in getting their own 
message out, but also to help reach 
new audiences in a better, and more 
effective way,” said Furches. 

“I believe this year we had such a 
good mix of discussions about the past 

in the organization, as well as about 
ways to transition more effectively into 
our future and what we need to be and 
what we want to be.” 

In looking over the audiences, there 
were many long-time participants who 
made their way, once again, to this 
annual event. But, there were also many 
new generation attendees experiencing 
the conference for the first time. 

One of the youngest was 14-year-
old Alexis Craddock, a 9th Grader at 
Bourbon County High School, and, as 
she put it, a proud Bourbon County 
Farm Bureau Member. 

“I loved what the speakers had 
to say, especially one of the keynote 
speakers who really inspired me, and 
her words were moving to me,” she 
said. “Overall, the conference reinforced 
the idea that being a leader is one of the 
most important things you can do, and 
a leader is what I want to strive to be.” 

Furches said when a young person 
like Alexis can be inspired by attending 
this conference, it fortifies the work so 

many Women’s Committee members 
are doing across the state.

“I am always happy to see our 
younger generation get involved in our 
industry and our organization,” she said. 

“And in knowing our work has inspired 
young people in some way, through some 
event or action, it makes me feel good 
about the future of Kentucky Farm Bureau 
as we embark on the next 100 years.”

The Women’s Committee 
is one of the strongest 
programs in KFB. These 
ladies are going into 
schools to help educate 
students about agriculture, 
they interact with 
consumers at grocery 
stores and any number 
of different businesses to 
discuss food production, 
and they work tirelessly on 
a number of Farm Bureau 
initiatives.

– Sharon Furches  
KFB Second Vice President 

ELIZABETHTOWN
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2655
jacobisales.com

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
www.jjsales.com 
270-651-5480

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

MURRAY
MCKEEL EQUIPMENT 

CO.
800-852-9736

www.mckeelequip-
ment.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

The 2019 KFB Women’s State Advisory Committee.

Pictured from left: Alexis Craddock was paying close attention during one of the general sessions. Attendees came from a 
record number of counties for this year’s conference. KFB Women’s Committee Chair Vickie Bryant addresses the conference.
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Tour attendees walk a test plot of corn where the farmer is trying 
populations as high as 55,000 seeds per acre in 20-inch rows.

GETTING A LOOK AT AGRICULTURE, 

OUTSIDE THE U.S.
Seeing Argentina agriculture gives Kentucky farmers a new appreciation here, at home

AGRICULTURAL SIMILARITIES  
AND DIFFERENCES

Agriculturally, that country and 
Kentucky have similarities in some 
areas of crop production. Lee said the 
Argentine farmers produce corn, wheat, 
and double-crop soybeans, on some 
acreage, in the same rotation as is done 
here. They also utilize no-till planting to 
the tune of about 95 percent, which they 
learned from Kentucky producers. He 
also noted that most of the farms they 
visited also had cattle.

While crop production is comparable 
in some ways, climate differences between 
that country and what producers see in 
Kentucky has some marked differences.

“They have a Kentucky-type 
summer, and maybe just a bit milder 
than a typical Kentucky summer. They 
have a Georgia winter, which is definitely 
milder, but they have Iowa soils,” said 
Lee. "Those ‘Iowa soils’ are at least 60 
feet deep. So, from a natural resource 
standpoint, they have phenomenal 
capabilities to produce crops.” 

From a production perspective, 
Lee said if you put Argentina and Brazil 
together, their soybean production is 
greater than what is produced in this 
country. However, the country is not 
currently a major player in the corn market 
largely because of past governmental 
policies that favored soybeans. 

“But, the current government has 
eased up those policies and is allowing 
more corn to be grown in Argentina,” 
he said. 

In comparing acreage, Lee noted 
the average field size is about 100 
acres, but some are as large as 250 
acres, and farm size is normally larger 
than what is found here.

“In order to survive, the typical farm 
is larger than what you see in Kentucky; 
larger by a factor of about two and a 
half,” he said. 

That would mean a 3,000-acre 
farm here, would be about 7,500 acres 
in that country. And Lee said it would 
take a farm in Argentina about that size 
to be profitable. 

Another similarity between 
Kentucky and Argentine agriculture is, 
most of the farms there are family farms.

“For the most part, they are family 
farms, but they are structured differently, 
then what we are used to. They don’t 
have the infrastructure, in the rural areas, 

that we do here, and so, most of the 
farm families will live in a city or a town, 
because it’s easier for their children to 
go to school, along with getting other 
services,” he said. “Usually a parent will 
travel to the farm on a somewhat regular 
basis, and they may have people that 
live and work on the farm, full time.” 

There is also more contracted labor 
on farms there, and often the farmers 
will not actually own any equipment.

“The contracting business there 
is much bigger and more developed 
than it is here, and it’s very common 
for someone to rent some acreage 
and pay others to plant, fertilize, spray 
and harvest, never running a piece of 
equipment, themselves,” said Lee.

Crop insurance in Argentina is also 
much different than in this country mostly 
because there are no government 
subsidies to help pay for it or any kind 
of real safety nets. Insurance can be 
bought but it is incredibly expensive; 
so much so, that instead of buying 

insurance, often farmers will plant crops 
600 miles away from each other in a 
different climatic zone to hedge against 
negative weather events.

Lee said there were many things 
about U.S. ag and the farmers here that 
the Argentine farmers found unusual.

“They were absolutely shocked 
that our farmers would communicate 
with politicians or the idea of local 
forms of government and seeing local 
road development actually occur,” he 
said. “They couldn’t fathom that. The 
fact that our farmers live on their farms, 
they couldn’t understand that. It’s a 
different system.”

BRINGING HOME A  
NEW PERSPECTIVE

Lee added that he hopes the 
farmers who attended this trip took 
home with them the understanding of 
how important it is to stay in frequent 
communication with their elected 
officials and to maintain a good, 
positive dialogue about what works for 
everybody in the community.

And while there are marked 
differences between the two countries 
when it comes to agriculture, there 
is something that perhaps most of 
those attending found to be a pleasant 
surprise when it came to how hospitable 
the Argentine farmers were.

“This was my seventh or eighth 
time down there and my third trip with 
a group of farmers and probably the 
biggest thing that stands out to them 
is the hospitality,” said Lee. “They are 
a very gracious and friendly people and 
very open to us.” 

Lee said that the farmers attending 
this trip came back from Argentina 
impressed, but at the same time 
amazed that the government is so out 
of touch with the farmers. 

“For the most part, they 
are family farms, but they 
are structured differently, 
then what we are used 
to. They don’t have the 
infrastructure, in the rural 
areas, that we do here, 
and so, most of the farm 
families will live in a city or 
a town, because it’s easier 
for their children to go to 
school, along with getting 
other services.”

– Chad Lee  
Director of the University of Kentucky 
College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment’s Grain and Forage  
Center of Excellence

B UENOS AIRES - Sometimes, 
the best way to see more clearly, 
and perhaps appreciate more, a 

specific issue that is close to home, is to 
observe if from a different perspective, in 
a different place. 

That’s exactly what an alumni 
group from the Kentucky Corn Growers 
Association’s CORE (Crop Observation 
and Research Education) Farmer Program 
did during a recent trip to Argentina. 

Chad Lee, director of the University 
of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food 
and Environment’s Grain and Forage 
Center of Excellence led the group of 20 
on a tour of farms around the Argentine 
countryside to experience their 
agricultural industry and see firsthand 
the differences between that country and 
U.S. agriculture. Adam Andrews with Ky 
Corn and a local professor, Dr. Lucas 
Borras, helped organize the learning trip. 

The tour included an area that is 
home to the country’s most productive 
corn and soybean production, the major 
port city of Rosario and back to Buenos 
Aires, where the tour began.

“We primarily visited farms, but we 
had one industry visit, a research facility, 
and we toured one university to see the 
research taking place there, as well,” 
said Lee. 

He noted several reasons for 
choosing Argentina for this group to 
experience, including the fact it is a 
country with zero subsidies, a very high-
taxed system, and a government system 
that historically, has not been favorable 
to production agriculture.

All this in a country with rich 
natural resources and good agricultural 
production. In fact, much of the off-
season produce Americans enjoy 
buying at their local grocery stores, 
comes from Argentina.

Kentucky Corn Growers C.O.R.E. alumni and Argentine farmers from two local 
farmer groups (CREA Teodelina and CREA Ascención) gathered for a photo.
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COUNTY CORN AND SOYBEAN 
YIELDS PUBLISHED

According to USDA NASS, 
Kentucky’s 2018 average corn and 
soybean yields came in shy of the 
record yields of 2017. However, the 
state’s soybean production did reach 
a new record high of 103 million 
bushels. NASS noted the two crops 
are significant to Kentucky agriculture, 
together bringing in $1.5 billion in 
cash receipts in 2017 (2018 data not 
available). USDA recently published 
its 2018 county yield estimates. These 
county-level estimates are used by 
other USDA agencies to conduct crop 
insurance and risk protection programs 
many farmers rely on to protect their 
operations. NASS relies on producers 
responding to periodic production 
surveys with accurate and timely data. 
This county yield report shows that, 
unfortunately, not enough producers 
responded in some counties having 
sizable production to permit NASS to 
publish an estimate. For 2018, the top five 
counties – Christian, Union, Henderson, 
Daviess and Logan – accounted for 27 
percent of Kentucky’s corn production. 
Ohio County took the top corn yield 
spot in 2018, producing 202.0 bushels 
per acre (bu/ac); this is the second 
straight year a county average corn 
yield has exceeded 200 bushels. The 
record of 205.0bu/ac was set by Wayne 

MARKETS 
County in 2017. After Ohio County, the 
top counties for yield include Bourbon 
County – 196.8bu/ac; Fayette County – 
195.0bu/ac; Lewis County – 195.0bu/
ac; and Butler County – 194.0bu/ac. 
For soybean production, the top five 
counties – Henderson, Daviess, Graves, 
Christian and Logan – accounted for 23 
percent of the total. Ohio County had the 
highest soybean yield at 59.6 bushels 
per acre, followed closely by McLean 
County, Spencer County, Union County 
and Marion County, all of which yielded 
58.3 bushels per acre or more.

MORE CORN USED FOR  
ALCOHOL PRODUCTION

According to USDA’s Annual 
Summary of Grain Crushings and 
Co-Products Production, total corn 
consumed for alcohol production for 
2018 was 5.67 billion bushels, up one 
percent from 2017. Corn for beverage 
alcohol totaled 35.6 million bushels, 
down one percent from 2017. Corn for 
fuel alcohol was 5.55 billion bushels, 
up one percent from 2017. Dry mill co-
product production of distillers dried 
grains with solubles (DDGS) was 23.7 
million tons during 2018, up two percent 
from 2017. Distillers wet grains (DWG) 
65 percent or more moisture was 16.2 
million tons, up one percent from 2017. 
Distillers dried grain (DDG) production 
was 4.61 million tons in 2018, down 

12 percent. Wet mill corn gluten feed 
production was 3.61 million tons, down 
nine percent from 2017. Production of 
wet corn gluten feed 40-60 percent 
moisture was 3.11 million tons, down 13 
percent from 2017.

MOST ANIMAL PROTEIN  
EXPORTS INCREASED IN 2018
Exports of beef, pork, broilers, 

and milk were strong in 2018, driven 
by domestic production increases and 
favorable foreign demand, according 
to USDA. U.S. beef exports increased 
10.3 percent last year, pork exports 
increased 4.2 percent, and broiler 
exports were 4.1 percent higher than 
in 2017. Although milk production 
increases were modest last year (+0.9 
percent over 2017), strong foreign 
demand led to a9.5-percent increase 
in dairy product exports. Lamb and 
mutton exports were 1.5 percent lower 
despite stronger domestic production, 
however, while lower turkey production 
was likely a contributing factor to1.8 
percent lower turkey exports. Egg 
exports were 6.1 percent lower than 
a year earlier, while 2018 production 
increased 2.1 year over year. For 2019, 
USDA forecasts beef exports will 
increase 3.1 percent; pork exports will 
increase 4.3 percent; broiler exports will 
increase 1.1 percent; and dairy product 
exports will drop 2.2 percent.

Service Directory

Livestock Directory

To Advertise 
Here Call

800-798-2691
176 Pasadena Drive
Lexington, KY 40503
Cell: 859-516-1129
Email: kddc@kydairy.org
h� p://www.kydairy.org

KDDC salutes the hardworking families of Kentucky.
Celebrate with us by enjoying some 
delicious, nutritious dairy products.

Working for Kentucky’s 
Dairy Farmers

Maury Cox
Executive Director

www.RockBridgeTrees.com
RockBridgeTrees@gmail.com | 615-841-3664
199 Dry Fork Creek Rd | Bethpage, TN | 37022

Pecan Trees for Kentucky

Flowering Trees For Bees

Wildlife Trees

ROCK BRIDGE TREES
TREES GROWN ON PURPOSE

FOR A PURPOSE
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�

NON-STOP WORKHORSE

FOR A NON-STOP WORLD.

A NEW WORLD DEMANDS NE W HOLLAND.
The PowerStar™ family of tractors provide unprecedented power, comfort and performance in a UTILITY trac-
tor. These preferred premium tractors are now available with even more horsepower. Select from six models 
from  64 to 117 engine horsepower with open-air ROPS platform or state-of-the-art cab that feels as though 
it was designed expressly for you.
COMFORT: spacious, ultra comfortable VisionView™ cab with full size  instructor seat, CommandArc Console 
and optional high visibility roof panel
POWER: responsive, fuel-effi  cient engines provide up to 100 PTO hp
PERFORMANCE: tackle grounds, municipal or farm tasks including mowing,  
grading, rotary cutting, haying, stacking, loading or other materials handling work
Learn more about the PowerStar family of tractors at www.newholland.com

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT 

COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206

www.wardimplementco.
com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

wireless technology are other ways,  
but they come with caveats.

Karney said AFBF takes a policy 
stand of being technology-neutral, 
as long as the technology meets the 
FCC’s minimum definition of broadband 
connectivity, which is 25 megabytes 
per second for download speed, 
and three megabytes per second for 
upload speed. 

“There’s technology out there, 
and as long as it meets that minimum 
definition and speed then, from our 
perspective, it’s suitable,” said Karney. 
“And something else to remember, 
even wireless technology requires 
wired towers.”

While there are no silver bullets to 
solve this problem overnight, Karney 
noted some positive things happening 
to move this issue forward.

“When talking about broadband, 
it is a true bipartisan issue. Both sides 
see the value and the need to connect 
rural America, and that is across the 
administration, as well. There has been 
a strong focus on elevating the need for 
rural build-out,” he said. “It is a priority 
on the Hill and within Farm Bureau.”

KFB Priority Issues continued from page 7

Despite communications towers found throughout 
the countryside, at least 30 percent of rural 
Americans lack broadband connectivity.
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S.B. 153, modernized Kentucky’s Grain 
Insurance Law, and H.B. 311, ensures 
lab-grown protein products are properly 
labeled for consumers.

In regard to H.B. 354, what exactly 
is that bill about and how will it 
benefit farm families?

This bill addresses multiple issues. 
First, it increases Kentucky’s Section 

179 expense deduction to $100,000, 
whichwill allow for more expensing 
of equipment. This is an increase 
from the previous cap of $25,000. 
However, it is important to note that 
the increase in the cap will go into 
effect for equipment placed in service 
on or after January 1, 2020.

This legislation also exempts 
nonprofit organizations from sales 
tax, including admissions by civic, 

K FB Candid Conversation 
presents a discussion about 
the topical issues facing 

the agricultural industry and rural 
communities in a question and 
answer format. In this column, 
Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) First 
Vice President and Resolutions 
Committee Chair Eddie Melton 
discusses the 2019 Session of the 
Kentucky General Assembly and 
the important legislation passed 
related to agriculture.

How did the session go as it relates 
to KFB’s advocacy efforts for 
Kentucky’s farm families?

From a success standpoint, I 
thought this session went very well. 
We were able to accomplish several 
of our important issues as well as 
create new opportunities for the future 
of agriculture. I think it is important to 
note that we live in a state where our 
lawmakers are very much in tune to our 
agriculture industry and are supportive 
of farm families. With that said, we never 
want to ease up on our advocacy efforts 
to keep lawmakers informed on issues 
important to agriculture. We want to do 
all we can to ensure proactive legislation 
that helps maintain a vibrant agriculture 
industry and rural communities.

What were some of the key pieces 
of ag-related legislation passed 
during this session?

There were several bills that will 
be of assistance to the state’s ag 
industry. But some that stood out 
included H.B. 354, which addresses 
a number of taxation issues, such as 
an increase in Kentucky’s Section 179 
expense deduction for equipment, and 
the inclusion of sales tax exemptions 
for nonprofit organizations. S.B. 246 
creates a new Farmer Small Business 
Tax credit for those farmers who may 
be retiring and choose to sell their 
farmland to a new or beginning farmer. 

CANDID CONVERSATION
governmental, or other nonprofit 
organizations and exempts nonprofit 
fundraising event sales. This bill 
also addresses resale certificates 
pertaining to sales tax to prevent 
double taxation; this provision will 
be beneficial to our states diagnostic 
laboratories, as they will not have to 
collect sales tax on a sample sent 
to them for testing by a veterinarian. 
Something of great importance to our 
poultry producers is the clarification 
that the sales tax on small animal 
veterinary services will not include 
services for poultry.

As KFB works to identify 
opportunities to enhance rural 
development, what is the premise  
of S.B. 246?

This bill established a Famer Small 
Business Tax Credit. A farmer who 
chooses to sell their farmland to a new 
or beginning farmer may be eligible 
to take this credit. This program will 
take effect on January 1, 2020 and 
we will be working with the Economic 
Development Cabinet to establish the 
guidelines that will oversee this new 
tax credit program. 

What are some of the highlights  
of this new Farmer Small Business 
Tax Credit?

To be eligible to receive approval 
for a tax credit, the selling farmer 
must demonstrate the active use, 
management and operation of the 
land for agricultural production. The 
farmer must also execute a purchase 
contract to sell the agricultural 
land to a new or beginning farmer 
for an amount substantiated by an 
appraisal. The selling farmer will 
submit an application after the sale, 
transfer of title and conveyance of the 
farm together with any information 
necessary for the authority to 
determine eligibility for the tax credit. 
The maximum amount of the Farmer 
Small Business tax credit in each 
calendar year will not exceed $25,000 
and may be prorated based on 
factors determined by the Kentucky 
Economic Development Finance 
Authority. The maximum amount of 
credit an individual may claim over 

a lifetime will not exceed $100,000. 
Any unused credits can be carried 
forward for up to five years. 

There has been a lot of discussion 
about lab-produced meat. What 
does H.B. 311 address when it 
comes to this issue?

While we understand on the 
national level, the USDA and the FDA 
have agreed to jointly regulatecell-
cultured meat, our membership took 
a proactive approach on this issue at 
our last annual meeting. They adopted 
policy to prohibit the misrepresentation 
of a product as meat that is not 
derived from harvested production of 
livestock, poultry or aquaculture. We 
do not mind competition, we do think 
however, consumers need to know if 
they are purchasing a product that has 
been produced in the lab and it is our 
hope that H.B. 311 will provide some 
clarity to consumers.

One of KFB’s state priority issues for 
2019 was modernization of Kentucky 
Grain Insurance Law. How does S.B. 
153 address this issue?

Since it was established in 1984, 
the ag community has known the value 
in the Grain Insurance Law. However, 
over the years this law has been 
modified but has never truly been 
modernized. Eligibility for the states 
grain producers needed clarification 
and other parts of the program were 
in need of updating. This bill will move 
the oversight of the fund from the 
Grain Insurance Board to the State 
Board of Agriculture. The new statute 

will also clarify that any grain producer 
in this state will be covered under the 
new lawas long as they are producing 
a fund-covered grain and are selling 
those commodities to a licensed 
purchaser of grain. This legislation will 
also increase the membership of the 
State Board of Agriculture from 14 
to 18 members and will change the 
entities eligible to nominate individuals 
to the board similar to the way the 
State Fair Board members currently 
are nominated. 

As Chair of the State Resolutions 
Committee, how important is KFB’s 
grassroots policy development 
process in achieving legislative 
results that benefit agriculture and 
rural Kentucky?

It is critical that we have sound 
policy and our organization is proud 
of our grassroots policy process that 
begins on the county level. Our State 
Resolutions Committee members 
take great pride in their work, as they 
are elected by and are representing 
the members of their respective 
districts. Our other members serve 
on the committee in their role as 
Women’s Chair and Young Farmer 
Vice-Chair. The resolutions committee 
submits their report of new policy 
recommendations to our voting 
delegates who ultimately determine 
what our policy will be for the upcoming 
year. Our voting delegates consist of 
our grassroots membership who are 
the foundation of our organization. 
Many of these policies make it into law 
that benefit our ag industry and every 
citizen in this state.
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COUNTY CORNER
Snapshots of County Farm Bureau activities

CARTER COUNTY
Pictured on the left: Carter County 
Farm Bureau's Women's Committee 
celebrated Food Check Out Day at a 
local grocery store. Gift cards were 
given as door prizes along with $100 
being donated to the local food pantry. 
Three grocery carts of food were 
collected and also taken to the food 
pantry. Approximately 200 people 
were contacted. Pictured at right: 
Carter County Farm Bureau Women’s 
Committee observed National Ag 
Week at the local farm service store 
March 20, 2019. Along with serving 
refreshments for breakfast and lunch, 
the 1919 KFB Ford truck was on hand 
for viewing. Approximately 125 farm 
families were served.

BREATHITT COUNTY
This is the Jackson City School 
Ag Program Director Britni Back 
with student Ethan Pugh, receiving 
their grant check and matching 
grant from us.  Holden Williams 
BCFB President, and Rhea Price, 
Women’s Chair.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY
Crittenden County Women’s Program presented 
Crittenden County Elementary School Kindergarten 
teachers and librarian with the ag accurate book, Right 
This Very Minute:  A table-to-farm book about food and 
farming, to promote Kentucky Ag Literacy Week and 
National Ag Day.

LAUREL COUNTY
Laurel County President Randell 
Brewer, right, along with Deanna 
Herrmann, Executive Director of the 
Chamber of Commerce,presented 
a $1000.00 check to each of the 
London/Laurel County Chamber 
Teachers of the Year at the annual 
banquet. Pictured from top: 
Lynndessa Rupard, Bret McIntosh, 
and Sherry Osborne.

MASON COUNTY
Mason County Farm Bureau hosts a 
Farm Family night which brings over 
900 people from multiple Kentucky 
counties and southern Ohio for 
educational break outs and keynote 
speakers every March. They were 
able to show off the KFB Model T at 
the event this year to celebrate the 
organization’s Centennial. Pictured 
are Mason County President Shelby 
Trimble and County Women’s Chair 
Sally Walton.

Rates and financing are limited to new or used “collateral” 2009 and newer. For our current rates and 
conditions, visit www.farmbureaubank.com. Non-member rates may be higher than posted rates. All loans 
are subject to credit approval, verification and collateral evaluation. This offer is not available in all states and 
rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Farm Bureau, FB, and the FB National Logo are 
registered service marks owned by, and used by Farm Bureau Bank FSB under license from, the American 
Farm Bureau Federation. 01.2019

www.farmbureaubank.com
800.492.3276

Steer and save with 
Farm Bureau Bank®!
Access our member-priced loans, 
protection plans, and flexible terms 
with a Sports Vehicle loan. Dirt 
gravel, or mud, you’ll save with us!

Contact your local agent for our Contact your local agent for our 
current rates and apply today!

New or Used Sports Vehicle Loans
Off the road savings.
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From big to small. From farm to front yard. 
As a Farm Bureau® member, you’re eligible to save.*

 

Platinum 2 savings for Farm Bureau® Members.
John Deere Rewards is happy to announce that all Farm Bureau Members* will auto-
matically receive Platinum 2 status. That means instant savings on a wide range of John 
Deere products: from lawn tractors to skid steers, zero-turn mowers to utility vehicles, and 
more! Plus you’ll save money on Home & Workshop products and at JohnDeereStore.
com. To fi nd out more on how you can turn your loyalty into savings, go to JohnDeere.
com/FarmBureau. Sign up today!

WRIGHT 
IMPLEMENT
BOWLING GREEN

270-781-4747

GLASGOW
270-678-9200

HARDINSBURG
270-756-5152

OWENSBORO
270-683-3606

www.wrightimp.com

CAMPBELLSVILLE
270-465-5439

DANVILLE
859-236-8500

ELIZABETHTOWN
270-769-2341

FLORENCE
859-538-1600

GARDNERSVILLE
859-472-2246

GEORGETOWN
502-863-2529

HARLAN
606-573-2454

HAZARD
606-487-0115

LONDON
606-878-7505

MOUNT STERLING
859-497-4440

PARIS
859-987-4864

RICHMOND
859-624-4020

SHELBYVILLE
502-633-1515

SOMERSET
606-561-5326 

MEADE TRACTOR

www.meadetractor.com

CLINTON
844-488-7667

HOPKINSVILLE
844-488-7667

MAYFIELD
844-488-7667

MORGANFIELD
844-488-7667

PADUCAH
844-488-7667

PRINCETON
844-488-7667

RUSSELLVILLE
844-488-7667

HUTSON, INC.

www.hutsoninc.com

HENRY COUNTY SUPPLY, INC.
NEW CASTLE
502-845-5620

www.henrycountysupply.com
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B eing lucky enough to live in a rural 
area, I have grown accustomed 
to my farm neighbors and their 

implements moving back and forth on 
our roads. In fact, I have gone along for a 
ride or two with them, on occasion. 

So, I have no issues if I get behind a 
tractor or combine while in my car. I just 
enjoy the ride and wave once they make 
their turn into their respective farms. 

Recently, I had the good fortune to fall 
in behind one such neighbor. He actually 
has two separate farms a couple of miles 
apart and can often be seen moving a 
piece of equipment from one to the other. 
If you live out my way, you know this and 
are aware he won’t be on the road for long. 

On this particular day, I waved to let 
him know I was following, cracked my 

window to let in a bit of fresh air and to 
enjoy one of the few sunny days I had 
seen all year. That’s about the time 
I noticed an SUV about as close to 
my bumper as you could get without 
touching. And the driver was obviously 
not as happy about being behind that 
John Deere 5100 as I was. 

His arms were thrashing around, 
and he must have been yelling from the 
look on his face. To be honest, it was a 
bit funny to watch his antics, especially in 
knowing my neighbor was about to turn 
off the road. The way I looked at it, my 
bumper guest was wasting a perfectly 
good fit on a two-minute tractor ride. 

I’m sure he would not have agreed 
with my way of thinking, but I so badly 
wanted to explain a few things to him. 

However, stopping someone as mad as 
he was to enlighten them on the simple 
pleasures of following a tractor down a 
beautiful country road did not appear 
to be the safest thing I could do at that 
time. If only I could write him a letter. 
Yea, that would work!

Dear crazed person in the SUV 
following me and the tractor:

I hope you are feeling better 
than earlier today, as it appeared as 
though you were about to explode 
while encountering me and my farmer 
neighbor. I regret that you did not find 
the same pleasure as I did while slowing 
down to enjoy the beautiful countryside. 

I think it’s only fair I should let you 
know a few things that will hopefully 
make your next chance-meeting with a 
farm implement a much more enjoyable 
occurrence.

First and foremost, that farmer has 
as much right on the road as you do. I 
did not see a sign stating any ownership 
of the highway, so I am comfortable in 
saying it does not belong to you.

Secondly, he and his family and 
many of the farmers in that area have 
to move their equipment from one place 
to another in order to fulfill their mission 
of creating a safe and affordable food 
supply for people like you. You do eat, 
don’t you?

You should be thankful he is out 
there doing this for you and me. Oh 
yes, understand one more thing. He is 
likely working 10 times harder than you 
are, probably making 10 times less than 
you do, just so you have the fortitude to 
drive past his farm in too big of a hurry, 
shouting things your mother would not 
approve of. 

Lastly, I would recommend the next 
time you wave to a farmer on a tractor 
or other piece of farm machinery, you 
respectively use all your fingers. Acting 
ugly was not very becoming of you.

Have a nice day, as you once again 
travel down the backroads!

Down the Backroads
By Tim Thornberry

DOWN THE BACKROADS

Post your FREE Classified  
Ad at Farm2Ranch.com



FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS GETFARM BUREAU MEMBERS GET

$500 BONUS CASH*

Don’t forget about the Built Ford Tough Sweepstakes!** 

Text the word SWEEPS to 46786*** to enter!

*Farm Bureau Bonus Cash is exclusively for active Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. This incentive is not available on Shelby GT350®, Shelby® GT350R, Mustang BULLITT, Ford GT, Focus RS and F-150 Raptor. This off er 
may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company and Lincoln Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. Must be a Farm Bureau member for 30 consecutive 
days prior to purchase. Visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com or LincolnFarmBureauAdvantage.com or see your authorized Ford or Lincoln Dealer for qualifi cations and complete details.
**NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. MUST BE A LEGAL RESIDENT OF U.S. OR D.C., 21 YEARS OR OLDER WITH A VALID DRIVER’S LICENSE TO ENTER AND A CURRENT FARM BUREAU MEMBER. 
ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. Void where prohibited. Sweepstakes ends 9/30/2019. For entry and offi  cial rules with complete eligibility, prize description and other details, visit FordFarmBureauAdvantage.com. Sponsored by Ford 
Motor Company, One American Road, Dearborn, MI 48126.
***Autodialed marketing messages will be sent to the number provided. Consent is not a condition of purchase or entry. Message and data rates may apply.

BRANDENBURG
RAY'S FORD
270-422-4901

www.raysford.com

CORBIN
LEGACY FORD LINCOLN

606-528-1904
www.legacyfordky.com

DANVILLE
STUART POWELL FORD, 

INC.
859-236-8917

www.stuartpowell.com

ELIZABETHTOWN
BOB SWOPE FORD, INC.

270-737-1000
www.bobswopeford.com

HARTFORD
MOORE FORD - MERCURY

270-298-4800
www.mooredeals.com

HENDERSON
DEMPEWOLF FORD

800-737-9653
www.dempewolf.com

MADISONVILLE
WATERMARK FORD OF 

MADISONVILLE
270-821-4100

www.watermarkfordky.com

OWENSBORO
CHAMPION FORD 

LINCOLN, INC.
270-663-0681

championowensboro.com

SHELBYVILLE
O'BRIEN FORD OF 

SHELBYVILLE
502-633-4535

www.obrienford.com
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