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_____________________________________________________________
· Voting is a constitutional right you have that a large part of the world’s population does not enjoy.

· Voting ensures that your community does not get left behind. Communities with larger numbers of registered voters get more attention from public officials. 

· To empower yourself! Voting enables you to voice your complaints on issues that affect you. The complaints of citizens who register and vote in elections are taken seriously by politicians. 

· To ensure that your voice is not simply heard, but that it is not taken for granted. Your lack of civic participation allows others to make decisions for you. 

· Remember…Every vote really does count! The 2000 Presidential election provides the most recent example of how close elections can get. 
· To ensure that all US citizens are represented at every level of government. In order for the numbers of rural, women, minority and other disadvantaged groups to increase… you must exercise your right to vote!  

· Less than 1 percent of the U.S. population is involved with agricultural production making it critically important the rural vote is fully represented.  A high turnout of the rural vote can dramatically affect the outcome of any election.

· There are many examples of elections where one vote has made the difference.  Some are true, some may be fiction.  But what cannot be ignored is the fact that many state and local elections are decided by the slimmest of margins.  One vote can make the difference!

