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PRESENTING A PRIVATE OFFER FOR
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

$500
ON TOP OF MOST CURRENT OFFERS1
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ALEXANDRIA
KERRY CHEVROLET
859 635 6400
KerryChevrolet.com

CARROLLTON
HERB KINMAN CHEVROLET
502 732 6646
www.hkchevy.com

BARDSTOWN
FRANKLIN FAMILY CHEVROLET
502 348 3964
www.donfranklinauto.com

ELIZABETHTOWN
HERB JONES CHEVROLET CADILLAC
BUICK GMC
800 609 2277
herbjoneschevrolet.com

EMINENCE
BROWNING AUTOMOTIVE
SUPERCENTER
800 844 6546
www.thinkgm.com

LONDON
TINCHER WILLIAMS CHEVROLET
BUICK GMC
800 447 1508
tincherwilliamschevrolet.com

HARLAN
CREECH CHEVROLET BUICK GMC, INC.
866 573 3530
www.creechchev.com

MAYSVILLE
MCFARLAND CHEVROLET
800 467 7171
www.mcfarlandgmcenter.com

PADUCAH
ROYAL OAKS CHEVROLET CADILLAC
270 442 6184
www.royaloakspaducah.com
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Lebanon Junction, Ky. Changes in address
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Division, PO Box 20700, Louisville, Ky. 40250.

F

arm Bureau members can take satisfaction in the results from AFBF’s
annual survey of young farmers and
ranchers. Those young men and women tell us they
believe agriculture has a promising future and is
worth choosing as a career. In regard to the primary concerns of the young farmers and ranchers,
no particular issue was widespread among the
group. This tells us we’ve done a pretty good job
dealing with issues that could impact their farm operation.
Equally encouraging is the attitude about communicating with consumers.
Nearly seven out of 10 said they consider that an important part of their job
as a farmer. The large majority (74 percent) is using social media platforms to
accomplish this. At a time when consumers are more curious than ever about
the source of their food, the willingness to share information is a wise decision
by these young farm families.
Predictably, their biggest concern is the availability of land. Just 10 years ago,
only five percent of young farmers considered it a challenge. But with urbanization and the loss of farmland, as well as the deficiency of protection for landowners’ rights, the availability of land has become a critical issue facing young
farmers and ranchers, as 22 percent cited that as their top concern. That’s especially relevant for Kentucky, which lost more than 900,000 acres of farmland
between 2007 and 2012, according to the U.S. Census of Agriculture.
Next in line is availability of labor and the constant threat of burdensome
government regulations. Each was cited as the top concern of 12 percent of
the respondents.
Getting a foot in the door is another concern for young farmers. While traditionally most farms were passed one generation to the next, this is rapidly
changing. Today, 30 percent of young farmers have entered the industry on
their own. And they need our help. Adequate incentives should be available for
beginning farmers to obtain farm credit. And tax incentives need to be in place
for people who sell or lease their land or other assets to beginning farmers.
Despite these challenges, our young farmers and ranchers are optimistic about
the future of agriculture. So much so, that 91 percent of them see it as a lifelong
profession and most would like their children to follow in their footsteps.
That’s great news for Farm Bureau, which works hard to support and
encourage young farm families.

Mark Haney
President

All advertising accepted subject to publisher’s
approval. Advertisers must assume liability of
content of their advertising.
For rates and information call 1.800.798.2691
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KFB Beef Expo sets another record
B

uyers spent a record $1,141,175 on
448 lots at the 2014 Kentucky Farm
Bureau Beef Expo February 28-March 2 at
the Kentucky Exposition Center.
The average of $2,547.27 per head
also set a record, the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture’s Division of
Show and Fair Promotion reported. The
total was 5.4 percent higher than that of

the 2013 sale, and the average was up
7.9 percent over the previous year.
“The success of this year’s Beef Expo
shows the strength of Kentucky’s beef
cattle industry,” said Agriculture
Commissioner James Comer. “I want to
commend the Show and Fair Promotion
staff for their efforts to keep the Beef
Expo growing.”

Comer joined the members of KFB’s
Executive Committee for the awards
presentation ceremony. KFB is the primary sponsor of the event and KDA’s
Shows and Fairs Division plans and
administers the event.
The Beef Expo surpassed $1 million
in sales for the third consecutive year.
Consignors came from 16 states.

KFB succeeds with deer control bill
T

The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm
and your neighbors farms all year long.
Today, membership can save you up to $500 on
new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

Iowa Farm Bureau Spokes-

ELIZABETHTOWN
OWENSBORO
JACOBI SALES INC.
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-730-2655
800-264-1504
jacobisales.com
www.hragripower.com
���� ���� ������ ���������
MURRAY
MCKEEL EQUIPMENT CO.
800-852-9736
www.mckeelequipment.com

Print your certificate today!*
Visit fbverify.com/CaseIH
*A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must
be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery
to receive the incentive discount. Farm Bureau Members can
download a certificate at www.FBVerify.com/caseih. Not a Farm
Bureau member? Reach out to your state Farm Bureau to join today.

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.
800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

800-798-2691

Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC
under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.
©201 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com
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he General Assembly passed a
KFB-backed bill aimed at tackling
the problem of a huge deer population
in Kentucky that is hindering both
farmers and motorists.
House Bill 348, a bipartisan measure
with House Agriculture Committee
Chairman Tom McKee as the lead sponsor, cleared the House and Senate unanimously. The new law establishes a
process to make it easier for landowners
to eradicate wildlife that are causing
problems. The proposal would allow a
landowner to have a designee to remove
depredating wildlife. Current law
restricts that to just the landowner or
tenant.
House Bill 448 also enables landowners to dispose of the animal on their
farm without a permit or tag, streamlines the process of removing the carcass from the farm to have it processed
or donated to charity and stipulates that
inedible parts (such as antlers) may not
be used for any purpose.
KFB worked with the Kentucky
Division of Fish and Wildlife and
Kentucky League of Sportsmen to develop the legislation.
KFB Public Affairs Director Jeff
Harper described the bill as “a good
step toward alleviating a serious safety
and economic problem in rural and
urban areas.” He noted that the organization last year received more complaints about the deer population than
any other issue.

comment

C O L U M N

Kentucky Farm Bureau is a voluntary organization of farm families and their allies
dedicated to serving as the voice of agriculture by identifying problems, developing solutions and taking actions which will
improve net farm income, achieve better
economic opportunities and enhance the
quality of life for all.

A

new Farm Bureau program can be a great
help to our county organizations seeking
to build bridges of understanding

between farmers and consumers.
This year-round program is called “Our Food
Link” and is designed to provide consumers of all
ages and backgrounds with a variety of information
about our agriculture industry. For Farm Bureau

KFB OFFICERS
Mark Haney..............................................................President
Eddie Melton. ............................ 1st Vice President
J. Fritz Giesecke ..............2nd Vice President
David S. Beck........Executive Vice President
KFB DIRECTORS
Glenn Howell.................................................................... Fulton
Tripp Furches............................................................... Murray
Kelly Thurman.................................................. Livermore
Eddie Melton. ...................................................................Sebree
Mary Kate Kordes.................................. Central City
J. Fritz Giesecke. ........................................ Horse Cave
Larry Thomas........................................ Elizabethtown
Pat Henderson...................................................... Irvington
Russell Poore....................................................Russellville
Jay Coleman............................................................. Cave City
Scott Travis....................................................... Cox’s Creek
Randy Chrisman.............................. Lawrenceburg
Joe Paul Mattingly........................................... Raywick
David Chappell.......................................................Owenton
Terry Rowlett.......................................Campbellsburg
Mark Haney.........................................................................Nancy
Danny Wilkinson.............................................. Columbia
Kim McCoy........................................................... Burkesville
Terry Gilbert................................................................ Danville
David L. Campbell............................................. Stanford
Alex Barnett.......................................................... Cynthiana
Shane Wiseman. ........................................... Winchester
David McGlone. ....................................................... Grayson
Carroll Amyx.............................................................Campton
Holden Williams. ............................................................... Bays
Bige Hensley....................................................Manchester
Marshall Coyle. ............................................ Owingsville
Betty Farris..............................................................Roundhill
Matt Gajdzik........................................................Shelbyville
Mickey Sirls......................................................................Benton
Nancy Cox................................................................ Lexington
Brandon Davis..................................................... Frankfort
Nick Carter............................................................. Lexington

leaders, it’s another tool for the practice of “agvocacy.”
AFBF’s Women’s Leadership Committee spearheaded this initiative. State
Farm Bureau organizations are excited about its potential for assisting County
Farm Bureaus with the vital function of telling agriculture’s story. There’s never
been a more important time to do this; surveys reveal that consumers have
very little knowledge about agriculture but want to know where their food
comes from and how it is produced.
Perhaps most troubling are survey reports showing that as many as two out
of five consumers believe that the way food is grown or raised has worsened.
That clearly presents a need for Farm Bureau to communicate the real story.
“Our Food Link” tackles that challenge through activities ranging from outreach at supermarkets or farmers’ markets to hosting interactive booths at
community events, speaking with lawmakers and other community leaders,
visiting classrooms, coordinating community beautification projects and
much more. As an avid user of social media, I’m especially excited about the
“Adopt-a-Farmer” program which can build partnerships through online connections.
To get involved, simply go to fb.org, click on “program” at top right and
scroll down to “Our Food Link.” There, you will find many ideas and resources. You will learn about countless ways to build meaningful relationships with
non-farm people. And more often than not, you will enjoy the experience.
In today’s society, farmers must go further than producing our food. They
also must listen to customers’ concerns and strive to give them a better understanding about what they do.

K EN TUCKY FA R M BUR EAU N EWS

w w w.k y f b.com

Editor
Art Director

........................................

Roger Nesbitt
David Brown

..................

.............................. Pioneer Publishing
......................................Lexington, KY

Terry Gilbert
KFB Director
Chairperson, AFBF Women’s Leadership Committee
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Congressional tour
C

oming on the heels of the
long-awaited passage of a
farm bill, this year’s
Congressional Tour had a
more positive tone as dozens of KFB
members from throughout the state
mingled with the state’s delegation.
With the new farm bill in place, KFB
leaders now are talking about such
issues as reforming farm labor programs, curbing unwarranted environmental regulations and changing various tax policies.
Kentucky’s eight members of Congress
had plenty on their minds as they spoke
to the KFB contingent -- both as a group
at the traditional breakfast and in ensuing breakout meetings with constituents.
Their topics included immigration
reform, foreign trade, the estate tax,
health care, energy policy, environmental regulations, Country-of-Origin labeling, banking, industrial hemp, the fed-

6

eral budget, political discourse and, of
course, the farm bill.
The Congressional Tour agenda also
involved briefing sessions, tours to popular sites and visits to legislative offices on
Capitol Hill. As is the tradition, the concluding event was a question-and-answer
session with Senators Mitch McConnell
and Rand Paul.
Following are capsules from the comments made by the lawmakers at the
breakfast meeting:

Senator Mitch McConnell
The Senate Minority Leader explained
several farm bill battles that he waged on
behalf of Kentucky agriculture. The most
highly-publicized was an amendment to
allow for pilot projects in producing
industrial hemp. This already has led to
an initiative among the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture and the

April 2014

Above, the group assembled for the customary photo
at the capitol.

University of Kentucky College of
Agriculture, Food and Environment,
McConnell explained.
He then mentioned how he and other
tobacco-state members defeated an effort
to exclude tobacco from the farm bill,
plus worked to resolve a dispute over this
year’s tobacco buyout program payment,
which USDA was seeking to reduce
under the sequestration law applied to
other programs.
The senior senator expressed frustration over failure to get the Obama administration to grant Trade Promotion
Authority that could lead to lead to
export growth for Kentucky products.
“We’ve got a serious jobless problem
and virtually everything they (the administration) do is making it worse,”
McConnell said. “We’ve had a hard time

getting this administration to do something for jobs.”
He affirmed continuing support for
abolishing the estate tax. Before concluding, McConnell noted that he has served
on the Agriculture Committee throughout
his many years of service in the Senate.

Senator Rand Paul
The first-term Republican opened with
this: “I’ve got some good news and some
bad news for you. The good news is the
government is open. The bad news is the
government is open, borrowing $1 million per minute.”
The bulk of Paul’s remarks were centered on stories illustrating government
overreach, particularly within USDA and
EPA. After relating how a Missouri rabbit producer had been required to get a
permit for a natural disaster evacuation
plan for the animals, Paul said: “We’ve let
things get out of hand.’
In regard to the Clean Water Act, he
said: “We now interpret dirt to be a pollutant and your backyard as a wetland.”
He had the audience’s full attention
with stories of a heavy-handed government and bizarre regulatory requirements, including one report about some
elderly Mississippi residents who received
jail sentences for violations of a quirky
environmental law.
“The whole idea of our Constitution
was to restrain government, not restrain
you,” he said.
He vowed to continue the battle against
big government.

Congressman Hal Rogers
The Chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee attended the
event for the 34th time. He began by
expressing his pride that KFB President
Mark Haney also hails from Pulaski
County. “He is highly respected and well
liked at home,” Rogers told the group.
“I hope you breathed a sigh of relief
when we finished that farm bill,” he continued. “The most important thing is you
have a five-year bill.”
The Somerset Republican bemoaned
the impact that entitlement program
spending is having on the federal deficit.

“When I came here 34 years ago entitlements were only one-third of the (federal) spending. Now it’s a complete turnaround — we only appropriate one-third
of the budget and entitlements are the
rest. We’ve cut $200 billion out of federal
spending in the past 3 /12 years -- the
biggest cuts since the Korean War - -and
it’s still not enough. Congress needs to
get the spine to tackle this,” he said.
He drew laughter when informing the
group that he had a budget meeting that
morning and “the first speaker is the IRS
Commissioner; I can’t wait to get there.”
Rogers also blasted the EPA, calling
the agency “brazen” and “out of control.”
He noted that his committee had dramatically reduced the EPA’s budget in
recent years.

Congressman Ed Whitfield
The 1st District Republican serves on
the Energy Committee and devoted
most of his time to related issues, especially the Obama administration’s positions on coal and climate change. He
criticized the administration for “taking
an alarmist approach” on climate
change. He pointed to a comment from
Secretary of State John Kerry, who said
during a speech in Indonesia that “climate change can now be classified as a
weapon of mass destruction.”
“That’s a disservice,” Whitfield said of
Kerry’s remark.
He noted that a Wall Street Journal
poll asking respondents to rank 15
issues in order of importance had jobs
at number one and climate change at
number 15.
Whitfield said Kentucky’s coal industry is fading fast under the Obama
administration.
“We can’t build a coal-powered plant
in America right now because of their
regulations,” he said. “This administration also has placed pressure on the
international banking community to
refrain from financing coal-powered
plants.”
He stressed that the coal issue could
impact all Kentuckians in the form of
higher electricity costs. The effect would
be most damaging to farmers and small
businesses that operate on a thin margin.

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS

Congressman John Yarmuth
The Louisville Democrat said he was
miffed about the “spin” war surrounding
issues like the Affordable Care Act and the
minimum wage. After mentioning that he
is a former journalist, Yarmuth expressed
his concern about the political discourse
emerging from national politics.
“I’m really, really alarmed about the
way we discuss politics in this country,”
Yarmuth said. “We play into the media to
deliberately spin; we need to be honest
with you when we talk about these
issues.”
He said the Affordable Care Act has
been vastly mischaracterized through a
host of stories “about people disadvantaged by the ACA.” While there are
indeed some negatives, a close look into
most of the instances cited would reveal
a more positive situation than reported,
said Yarmuth.
He noted that he is among a small
group of House members who have continually worked on the immigration
reform issue. The lack of action on the
issue has been frustrating, he added.
“There is no organized opposition to
immigration reform and we can’t get it
done,” he said incredulously. “Why? Well,
there is an advocacy industry, and as soon
as you veer away, you are under attack.”
Yarmuth finished his remarks with the
subject of anti-government sentiments.
“We saw that when the government
shut down, people didn’t like that. They
want government. So let’s stop bashing
the government and figure out how to
make it work better.”

Congressman Brett Guthrie
The Bowling Green Republican spoke
about the trials and tribulations involved
in moving a farm bill through Congress.
Of the many delays and conflicts that
resulted in a bill that was three years
overdue, he said “it wasn’t necessarily
partisan; it was the differences between
all the groups. A lot of times we get
caught between our political means and
those groups. “
Guthrie said the experience was valuSee Congressional Tour, page 17
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Congressional tour

Above, Third District Congressman John Yarmuth had
breakfast with constituents.
Right, Second District Congressman Brett Guthrie
speaks with a group that includes (to the left of
Guthrie) Fritz Giesecke, Scott Travis and (second from
left) Larry Thomas.
Below right, Fourth District Congressman Thomas
Massie speaks with constituents following the breakfast. Seated in the blue shirt is KFB Director Alex Barnett of Harrison County.
Facing page top, Fifth District Congressman Hal Rogers visits with Thomas Keeth of Johnson County. At right
is Gerald Hart of Whitley County.
Center left, Senator McConnell addressed the group
at the concluding meeting.
Center right, Senator Paul speaks from the Senate
Russell Office Building.
Bottom left, Sixth District Congressman Andy Barr
greets a constituent. At right is KFB Director Larry
Thomas of Hardin County.
Bottom right, First District Congressman Ed Whitfield
meets with a group that includes KFB Directors Russell Poore (to the right of Whitfield) and Glenn Howell
(to the left)
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T

his issue of KFB News begins a series on water
issues in Kentucky. The first installment deals with
the link between farming and watersheds, as well
as the system for monitoring streams. Subsequent
articles will address regulatory standards, nutrient management
planning and various ways to protect water quality.
Water is an increasingly scarce and valuable resource.
Competition among agriculture, industry and cities for limited
water supplies is already constraining development efforts in
many communities. As populations expand and economies
grow, the competition for limited supplies will intensify and so
will conflicts among water users.
The largest demand for the world's water comes from agriculture. More than two-thirds of the water withdrawn from the
earth's rivers, lakes and aquifers is used for irrigation. As competition, conflicts, shortages,
waste, overuse and degradation of water resources grow, it becomes more and more important that we protect the quality of water. The cost of drinking water likely will rise if more
treatment is required to make it usable.
Kentucky has received widespread acclaim for its Agriculture Water Quality Program
enacted by landmark legislation in 1994. This innovative approach provides a strategy for
farmers to protect the state’s water resources and is fueled by a cost-share program to help
farmers implement recommended “best management practices.”
Kentucky Farm Bureau strongly supports this program and encourages farmers to follow their ag
water quality plan and update it, if necessary. Assistance is available through Conservation Districts.
10
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Protecting watersheds
is vital

By Kristi McCabe

A Dix River Watershed Project enabled Will Stallard to put a feed pad on his Boyle
County farm.

entucky has more miles of navigable water than
any other state in the mainland U.S. According to
the U.S. Census Bureau, every Kentuckian lives in
a watershed and relies on it as the sole source of
water. Watersheds are defined as the area of land where runoff
flows to a common stream. For farmers, protecting streams from
harmful substances such as farm chemicals, soil and animal
waste must be a priority within their operations. Farmers across
the state, in fact, have joined forces with the Kentucky Division
of Water, local Conservation Districts, and the National Resources
Conservation Service in an effort to protect and maintain the
watersheds on or around their property. Paulette Akers, manager
of the Kentucky Division of Water’s Watershed Management
branch, works with citizens and other agencies to promote education about watershed management and to provide technical
support for monitoring of Kentucky’s waterways.
“We help coordinate watershed watch groups across the state
and help people write plans for their own watersheds,” said
Akers. “We provide assistance to farmers and help them see the
connection between agriculture and watersheds. One thing we
tell people is that if it’s on the ground, it’s in your water. The idea
of a watershed is that every drop of water that lands somewhere
in the state also runs somewhere in the state. We want to help ag
folks understand that although it’s their property, the water
doesn’t stay on their property. It is all interconnected.”
Akers emphasized that the Kentucky Division of Water wants
to try and help farmers be as profitable as possible, while protecting Kentucky’s waterways.
“It may be the case that they need an alternate water supply,”
said Akers. “We want to help them with that. Our primary goal

is to protect this valuable resource, and we want to work with
farmers to achieve that goal.”
It became evident in the late 1960s and early 1970s that water
pollution had become a significant problem. That was truly
underscored when the Cuyahoga River in Ohio caught fire.
Congress passed the landmark Clean Water Act (CWA) in
1972 which requires that the nation’s waters be fishable, swimmable, and drinkable, and focuses on monitoring the effects of
runoff pollution. The Environmental Protection Agency is primarily responsible for enforcement.
While the CWA primarily targeted heavy industry and waste
disposal practices, the technological advances in agriculture
moved the industry into focus to curb potential effects from the
increasing use of chemicals and the advent of confined animal
feeding operations. Mounting concern about the growth of
CAFOs in Kentucky prompted farm groups to work with the
State Division of Natural Resources and other environmental
groups to develop a program for the state. That led to the 1994
passage of the Kentucky Agriculture Water Quality Act.
Widely regarded as landmark legislation and strongly supported by KFB, the Ag Water Quality Act requires farmers to
develop plans to protect watersheds, implementing so-called
“Best Management Practices” that were adopted in tandem with
the program. A cost-share program was established to assist with
implementation of on-farm practices.
Over the years more and more programs surfaced to promote a
volunteer approach to curbing agriculture’s impact on watersheds.
One such initiative involves the Dix River, a 79-mile-long tributary of the Kentucky River that runs through central Kentucky.
The river’s watershed is largely agricultural land, but it also runs

K
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The Ohio River is much cleaner as a result of the Clean Water Act.

through communities. In recent years, a local group called the Dix
River Watershed Council worked with the Kentucky Division of
Water and Third Rock Consultants to create a watershed plan. A
Federal 319 grant made possible by the Clean Water Act provided
the necessary funds for the project, and it began in a small part of

T

The monitoring system

he responsibility for monitoring the condition of Kentucky’s waterways lies with
the Water Quality Branch of the state Division
of Water. The ambient monitoring program
required under the Clean Water Act determines
current conditions and compiles long term data
via a fixed network of 72 year-round monitoring
stations as well as rotating stations and ambient data on lakes and reservoirs. Additional
ambient stations are included in the division’s
Groundwater Monitoring network.
The agency has other responsibilities, including “probabilistic monitoring” of randomly
selected streams/lakes that support aquatic life
and are used for drinking water and/or recreational purposes. A network of reference
streams are identified and monitored to be
used to help determine the health of like
streams in particular watersheds.
“We are considered the scientific part of the
(Water) division,” explained Clark Dorman, who
is Branch Manager, “but staff from across the
division as well as from other state, federal and
local agencies contribute to water quality data
collection.”
The agency seldom has direct contact with
farmers, but its work provides an assessment of

12

the watershed called Peyton Creek.
Since this area had a high concentration of livestock, funding
was provided for education and the implementation of fencing,
alternative water sources, animal waste facilities, shade structures and stream buffers. These measures helped remove live-

agriculture’s impact, if any, on water quality.
Large-scale animal feeding facilities (CAFOs,
AFOs) fall directly under the jurisdiction of the
Clean Water Act, which requires discharge permits for specific types of operations. Kentucky
farmers operating on 10 acres or more are considered nonpoint sources and fall under the
Kentucky Agricultural Water Quality Act which
mandates that particular farming practices take
measures to protect water quality.
Dorman said monitoring finds problems, but
pinpointing exact sources is a different matter.
“It’s rare that we analyze a sample and can
pinpoint exactly where a problem is coming
from; it’s usually a combination of things involving several potential responsible parties, including landowners, private industry and municipalities. We can collect data that says we have
problems, but then it usually becomes complex
in identifying the problem source.”
He praises the Ag Water Quality Law as “a good
approach” but voices concern that some farmers
are not following their water quality plans.
Asked to assess the condition of Kentucky’s
waters, Dorman said: “It’s a mixed bag.
Generally speaking, the waters of the
Commonwealth are safe to use. Yet people
April 2014

need to be cautious about how these waters
are used. For example, many of our waters are
still impacted by human and animal waste.
Harmful algal blooms are an emerging issue.
Citizens need to be aware of the conditions and
influences on the waterbodies in which they
recreate and utilize for drinking water.”
Dorman is among those who cite the Clean
Water Act as a landmark development for environmental protection strategies. But today, the
challenges are different, he says.
“We’ve done a great job addressing the problems of the 1970s - - the spewing pipes, the
rivers on fire and so on. Now we are dealing
with far more complex issues involving the
interaction of pollutants, habitat alterations
and the potential effect.”
The agency urges landowners to do their part
to protect water quality, with measures like
riparian buffers to prevent runoff into ditches
and streams.
“Farmers are both the stewards of the land
and businessmen. This is a tough balance to
maintain. Ultimately, clean and healthy waters
are good for business and good for your neighbors downstream. The average landowner can
make a difference,” says Dorman.

The Watershed Council focuses on public relations, as well.

stock waste from the water. The Peyton Creek project was so
successful that the Conservation District decided to continue to
work on a larger part of the watershed.
Boyle County farmer Will Stallard participated in the project,
and was very pleased with the outcome.
“I am a fifth-generation farmer in Boyle County,” said Stallard.
“My great-great grandfather purchased this track of land in
1922, and my wife and I bought it in 2010. We raise cattle,
tobacco, and hay.”
Stallard said that after he purchased the family farm, his first
step was to address a need for fencing and to attain a better water
supply.
“We got involved with the EQIP (Environmental Quality
Incentives Program) project,” said Stallard. “Within that project,
we set up water tanks and paddocks for rotational grazing. After
that project was completed, we found out about the 319 grant,
which was being used to improve the Dix River watershed. We
decided to participate in this project, and put in a feed pad.”
Stallard named numerous benefits.
“We were having trouble feeding our cattle in the winter; we
didn’t have a specified feeding area,” Stallard explained. “There
were some runoff issues with our bale feeders. The feed pad
helped address some of those issues, but it wasn’t a fix-all. We
were still seeing some deep mud and manure build-up where the
feed pad was located. However, we were able to spread out the
mud a little more and save the manure to apply it back onto fields
in places needed, as determined by soil testing.”
Stallard said his involvement in the project gave him an opportunity to implement best management practices, and to ensure that
the water that sustains his business and his family is clean and
safe.
“I think it’s important for people to know that we are selling a
product, and that product is beef,” Stallard explained. “We are not
only taking care of the animals we raise, we are also taking care of
the environment. We want to be good stewards of the resources
we have been given, and sustain them for future generations.”

Stallard went on to say that he and his family appreciated the
help of the Conservation District in Boyle and Lincoln counties,
in leading the way to improve the Dix River watershed.
“Without the foresight of those folks, we may not have been able
to do as much as we have now done to protect our natural resources,” said Stallard. “They demonstrated true leadership by securing
grant money and helping all of us protect and maintain our water.”
Marvin (Bo) Renfro, Lead District Conservationist for the
National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), said watershed management is an effort on everyone’s part — both agencies and landowners — to strengthen their efforts in addressing
water quality needs.
“When there is a need to clean up the environment, landowners
have to be conservation-minded through the completion of a project,” said Renfro. “Many times farmers get a bad rap, but they are
very much aware of maintaining good water quality because they
have to water their livestock and drink the water themselves.
Farmers are good stewards of the land; they want to protect the
water sources that provide their livelihood.”
As watershed management projects continue to crop up all
over the state, Renfro and others concerned about Kentucky’s
water quality hope that farmers will take advantage of available
funding and participate in these programs.
“It’s almost like a catch-on situation,” said Renfro. “When one
person does something in the neighborhood, the idea catches on
and grows. When funds become available, it’s time to take
advantage of that funding and act. You may not have all the
money you need in the beginning to improve water quality in the
watershed, but hopefully as time goes on these small efforts will
combine to make a huge impact.”
References:
1. Dedication on the Local Level Leads to Success for Water Quality by
Kimberly Bartley.
2. Watershed Planning Guidebook for Kentucky Communities: 1st Ed.,
2010. Compiled by the Kentucky Waterways Alliance, Kentucky Division
of Water.
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Women’s

Above, Committee Chairperson Betty Farris of Butler
County presided over the first general session. She
urged the women to help develop future leaders.
Right, The KFB Women donated items to the Ronald
McDonald House.
Bottom left, Shelby County farmer Mary Courtney had
an inspiring message about getting priorities straight.
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Leadership
Conference
T

he annual Women’s Leadership Conference was held last
sage about setting priorities. She explained how she and her husmonth in Lexington, punctuated by a mix of motivaband, Shane, worked tirelessly to build their farming operation
tional messages from featured speakers. The goal, as
from scratch, but did so at the expense of devoting sufficient time
Women’s Leadership Committee Chairperson Betty Farris said
to their children. “We were too focused (on business) to focus on
in her welcoming remarks, was to strengthen leadership skills
what is really important,” she said.
and encourage more activity at the county Farm Bureau level.
The Courtneys, who were selected as KFB’s Outstanding Young
“Every time we ask you to do something for us, you amaze us,’
Farm Family for 2013, subsequently cut back on their farming
said Mrs. Farris, referring to the transfer of state and national prooperation.
“It’s okay to set limits,” she told the Farm Bureau women. “Don’t
grams to the local level.
do for everybody else and put your own heart on the back burner.
KFB President Mark Haney also thanked the group of women
Stop and smell the roses.”
from throughout the state. The Pulaski County farmer said he was
The conference also featured workshops and tours of area attracpleased with the current status of the organization and the progress
tions, including a thoroughbred horse farm and a farm winery.
it is making in key areas such as the young farmer program and
The final keynote speaker was heralded motivational speaker
social media.
Chad Hymas, who is a member of the National Speaker Hall of
The featured speaker for the opening session was Linda “L.J.”
Fame.
Himmel, AFBF’s Director of Policy Implementation Programs. “I
want to talk about the power and influence
that one woman can have,” she began. She
then cited some highly influential and
accomplished females from farm backgrounds, including Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor, Congresswoman
Cathy McMorris Rogers and Senator Blanche
2 Years Supply
Lincoln. She spoke in detail about
Septal restores bacteria, liquefies years of
sludge build-up - Opens lines - Maintaining
Congresswoman Rogers, who was a Farm
your septic tank is a necessity. Septal’s
Bureau leader in Washington when elected
formula is used by industry and government
to Congress in 2004. She had three chiland is the strongest you can buy.
dren while serving in Congress.
Women should be heartened by a highlyrecognized study showing that the female
or
brain has several characteristics superior to
the male brain. Those characteristics provide women with outstanding abilities to
communicate, defuse conflict and forge
close friendships, Ms. Himmel said.
“Women are great communicators; it’s in
their hormones,” she said. “You can use
REDUCED
your talent to the benefit of your farm, your
INCREASED
ELECTRIC
community and agriculture as a whole.
BILL
HOME VALUE
Agriculture truly needs more women in
leadership roles.”
She urged the women to use their comEXPERT INSTALLATION
munications skills to connect with elected
officials and “tell agriculture’s story” to consumers.
Since 1983
Later in the agenda, Shelby County farmroofover.com
er Mary Courtney gave an inspiring mes-
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Burn SAFELY with the Stainless Steel

Portable Burn-Cage™
Perfect For:

Old Leaves and Branches
Sensitive Financial Documents
Burnable Household Waste
CLEANER MORE EFFICIENT
FIRES. Perforated lid and sidewalls maximize airflow and
trap burning embers. High burn
temperatures mean thorough
incineration with
less residue
and ash.

Burncage.com

81168X © 2013

Optional Ash
Catcher
available.

No more UNSAFE
rusty barrel!

PEACE OF
MIND. It’s the
SAFE way
to burn.

CALL TODAY for FREE Information Kit, Pricing and
TOLL
Factory Direct Coupon. FREE
877-201-5780

Folds for
easy storage

83336X © 2014

LIGHT-WEIGHT
and portable.

“The buzz …”
KFB Director Joe Paul Mattingly had his head shaved
to raise funds for child cancer research supported by
the St. Baldrick’s Foundation. Representing Marion
County Farm Bureau, Mattingly helped raise $350. His
son, Daniel, and grandson, Caleb, also got clipped. All
told, around $29,000 was raised in Marion County.

KFB marks
“Ag Day”
K

FB joined the Agriculture
Council of America (ACA) and
farming organizations across
the country to celebrate National
Agriculture Day on March 25. The day
is set aside annually to highlight the
many ways that the work of our agriculture industry improves the quality of
life for everyone.
To deliver a positive message about
agriculture, volunteers from nearly 60
county Farm Bureaus read the American
Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture’s
2014 accurate ag “Book of the Year” to
elementary school students. The book,
“The Beeman,” written by retired
Virginia elementary schoolteacher
Laurie Krebs, introduces young readers
to the lesser-known world of bees, beekeepers and the pollination process –
and how it all relates to the world of
agriculture.
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Congressional tour
Continued from page 7
able in terms of learning about farm
policy and farm politics. “It’s difficult. It’s
frustrating. But it shows the process can
work.”
He added: “I got my instructions from
you, and it was how do we handle food
stamps – make some reforms — and then
having a strong crop insurance program.”
Most people, he said, would be
astounded by the widely diverse number
of special interests involved in the farm
bill process.
“There were complicated things in the
bill that had unintended consequences.
There were winners and losers.”
With food stamp spending commanding the majority of the bill’s cost, it’s difficult to make the public understand that
the farm bill is really about food security
for the nation, Guthrie said.
To underscore his point, Guthrie
pointed to the turmoil in the Ukraine.
“The Ukraine – they are big wheat
producers. Do you think their wheat
market is working today?”

Congressman Thomas
Massie

in favor because without labels lower
quality beef could be mixed with higher
quality in order to lower the retail cost.
That would penalize quality products.
He noted his support for the industrial
hemp issue, quipping “think rope, not
dope.”
He also was highly critical of EPA, saying the agency “is attacking our way of
life in Kentucky.”
Massie also alluded to the disconnection in Washington D.C.
“Part of the dysfunction in Washington
D.C. is they just aren’t listening to the
people in Kentucky,” he said.

Congressman Andy Barr
The Sixth District Republican began
by citing statistics showing agriculture’s
importance to his district. Nationally, it
ranks 54th among the 435 Congressional
Districts in the annual value of farm
products sold, he said.
He noted that he had voted in favor of

Go your own way.
With eight models and a long list of options to choose from, there’s a top-quality Kubota RTV
for your own unique mix of outdoor work and rugged adventure. Schedule a test drive today.
RTV1140CPX: More Room

RTV500: Easy to Haul

Quickly converts from 2- to 4-passenger seating.

The first-term Republican from Lewis
County opened with a joke that drew
much laughter. He told about House
members having a magnetic card they
use for automated voting on the House
floor. He said he mistakenly handed it to
a waitress as payment for his meal and
she returned saying the card was rejected. “I told her I had paid my bill; she said,
‘no sir, this card has $17 trillion on it.’”
Massie, who is known as a fiscal hawk,
said the farm bill “was the first bill I’ve
ever voted on that actually cuts spending.” He said he is part of a group advocating “the penny plan,” in which if all
government programs were cut by one
percent each year, there would be a balanced budget in five years.
Massie then explained his support of
the Country of Origin labeling provision
that is in the farm bill. He said he understood concerns about hikes in food costs,
but that “people want to know where
their food comes from.”
Cattle producers, he added, should be

three different versions of a farm bill
because he understands the importance
of protecting the farm economy. He said
he had learned much about farm policy
through an agriculture coalition he had
formed to advise him. The group has had
two meetings. “The best way to learn
what to do about policy is to listen to the
farmers of Central Kentucky,” he said.
He went on to mention his involvement with resolving a dispute over crop
insurance guidelines for tobacco and the
tobacco buyout program payments. In
the crop insurance dispute, he filed a bill
in order to get USDA’s attention to change
its policy, he said.
Barr serves on the Financial Services
Committee, where he said he has learned
that the so-called Dodd-Frank law is
forcing rural banks to pull back on farm
loans. He called Dodd-Frank “disastrous” legislation.
He informed the group that he has
assumed the chairmanship of the House
“horse caucus.”

Compact gasoline model ﬁts in the back of a long-bed pickup.

RTV1100: All-Weather Cab

RTV900XT: Pick Your Finish

Up your comfort factor with a factory-installed cab.

Diesel model comes in Kubota orange or Realtree® camouflage.

MOUNT STERLING
AMBURGEY'S FARM
MACHINERY INC.
859 498 1113
amburgeysinc@earthlink.net

MURRAY
MCKEEL EQUIPMENT CO.
800 852 9736
www.mckeelequipment.com

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE EQUIPMENT CO.
859 623 5167

STANFORD
LAWSON TRACTOR &
IMPLEMENT II
859 854 3500
www.lawsonstractor.com

www.kubota.com
©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2012
Realtree® is a registered trademark of Jordan Outdoor Enterprises, Ltd.
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How Does
SumaGroulx
Work?

0%

RSX850i

BOWLING GREEN
MAYFIELD
WRIGHT
HUTSON, INC.
IMPLEMENT
270-247-4456
1
270-781-4747
www.hutsoninc.com
www.wrightimp.com
ON ALL GATOR
MORGANFIELD
UTILITY VEHICLES
CLARKSVILLE, TN HUTSON, INC.
Recreational Utility Vehicles
HUTSON, INC.
270-389-3668
Ŭ 62 hp,* 53 mph (85 km/h)
931-647-0029
www.hutsoninc.com
Ŭ FF97ZLQHQJLQH
Ŭ 0XOWLOLQNLQGHSHQGHQWVXVSHQVLRQ www.hutsoninc.com
Ŭ OEFXIWFDUJRER[
OWENSBORO
CLINTON
WRIGHT
PLUS
HUTSON, INC.
IMPLEMENT
270-653-4311
270-683-3606
www.hutsoninc.com www.wrightimp.com
2

FOR

36 Months

With SumaGroulx, SumaGrow Inside, you
can expect to cut fertilizer cost at least 50%
in the first year, up to 100% the second year,
while enjoying 5%-35% yield increase.
Conventional Method
Without SumaGroulx

$1,000 OFF
RSX850i

BECAUSE WORK CAN’T WAIT. GO GATOR.

Increase
Yield From

XUV825i S4

20% +

SumaGroulx can be
used in four ways:

1. At planting time
2. As a foliar feed
3. As a means of breaking
down residual material
after harvest

4. Fall application
strengthens the root
system on alfalfa,
winter wheat and
grasses to avoid
winter kill!

In the Spring of 2013, I tried SumaGroulx, SumaGrow
Inside on one Wheat & Hay Field, while my father did
his field the regular way. At harvest, the SumaGroulx,
SumaGrow Inside Wheat field went 82 bushel while Dad’s
field went 74 bushel. We also baled 840 bales of straw
off 110 acres which is EXTREMELY good. We seeded two
Hay fields. Dad’s field was done two weeks prior to my
field, but with SumaGroulx on my field, mine had already
passed Dad’s field in height and looked overall, healthier.
I am VERY impressed!
Lawrence Hurst,
Plymouth, Ohio

XUV550 S4

Heavy-Duty Crossover Utility Vehicles
Ŭ 7ZRRUIRXUSDVVHQJHUFDSDFLW\
Ŭ KS (),PSK NPK
Ŭ )XOO\LQGHSHQGHQWVXVSHQVLRQ
Ŭ OEFXIWFDUJRER[

Mid-Duty Crossover Utility Vehicles
Ŭ 7ZRSDVVHQJHUVWDUWLQJDW§
Ŭ )RXUSDVVHQJHU6VWDUWLQJDW§
Ŭ )XOO\LQGHSHQGHQWVXVSHQVLRQ
Ŭ OEFXIWFDUJRER[

JohnDeere.com/Gator
Offer valid from March 4, 2014, until July 31, 2014. 0% for 36 months only on all Gator Utility Vehicles, excluding TX Turf and ProGators. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial; some restrictions
apply, so see your dealer for complete details and other ﬁnancing options. Available at participating dealers. Subject to approved credit on a Revolving Plan account, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For commercial use
only. Other special rates and terms may be available, including ﬁnancing for consumer use. Available at participating dealers. 2Offer valid from March 4, 2014, until April 30, 2014. Get $1,000 off only on Gator RSX850i model.
Starting-at price $8,399 on Gator XUV550 and $9,999 on Gator XUV550 S4. Prices are suggested retail prices only and are subject to change without notice at any time. Dealer may sell for less. Taxes, setup, delivery, freight
and preparation charges not included. Attachments and implements sold separately. Shown with the optional equipment not included in the price. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Manufacturer-suggested list price.
Before operating or riding, always refer to the safety and operating information on the vehicle and in the operator’s manual. Actual vehicle top speed may vary based on belt wear, tire selection, vehicle weight, fuel condition,
terrain and other environmental factors. *The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less.
Refer to the engine manufacturer’s website for additional information. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.
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CYPRESS, IL
PADUCAH
HUTSON, INC.
HUTSON, INC.
618-657-2342
270-408-1397
www.hutsoninc.com www.hutsoninc.com
GLASGOW
PRINCETON
WRIGHT
HUTSON, INC.
IMPLEMENT
270-365-2053
270-678-9200
www.hutsoninc.com
www.wrightimp.com
RUSSELLVILLE
HARDINSBURG
HUTSON, INC.
WRIGHT
270-726-7171
IMPLEMENT
www.hutsoninc.com
270-756-5152
www.wrightimp.com
HOPKINSVILLE
HUTSON, INC.
800-844-3994
www.hutsoninc.com
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Why
Dry?

SumaGroulx can be used for better water
infiltration. Back in field sooner.

Benefits:
• Increase Carbon Sequestation
• Prevents Fertilization runoff
• Reduces Soil Erosion
• Converts Bound Soil Nutrients into Available
Nutrients
• Better Stress Tolerance Drought, Transplant & Wind
• Better Water Retention
• Builds Soil Organic Matter
• Increases Plant Nutrient Levels - Brix - Chlorophyll
- Proteins & Minerals

EACH SEED COUNTS.
DUST DOESN’T.
WaveVision® Seed Tube and Sensor

Good data comes from good sensors. If you’re counting seeds
with your original optical sensors, you may be getting bad counts,
especially in dusty conditions and near tires. Those optical
sensors can’t tell the difference between dust and seed.
WaveVision sees through it all. Actually, it doesn’t see at all.
Instead, its high-frequency sensors detect mass. It can tell the
difference between a seed and dust or a piece of debris, and it
reports the results to you accurately.
With this information, you’ll know what you’re planting – how
many seeds and where. With this information, you’ll be able
to adjust as needed. You’ll produce more efﬁciently. You’ll put
more money in your pocket. And isn’t that what really counts?
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HARDIN
CROP PRODUCTION
SERVICES
270-437-4000
Jason Watt
(270) 210-0576
HODGENVILLE
ERIC/HAZEL HINTON
270-268-5332
erichinton@
windstream.net
HOPKINSVILLE
SECURITY SEED AND
CHEMICAL INC
270-887-0464
www.securityseed.com

RRR Supply Inc.
Call: (800) 547-6859 for more
Information
and testimonials
www.sumagroulx.com
www.rrrsupply.com
Fax: 989-659-2694

ALBEMARLE
MOOSE FARMS
980-521-7571
Howard Moose

WINCHESTER
ERWIN FARMS
937-623-0064
shop 937 386 2786
Count on WaveVision for truly accurate seed counts. Count on your Precision Planting Premier
Dealer to show you this and many more business-building tools. You can ﬁnd these dealers
at precisionplanting.com/dealerlocator.
WaveVision® and Precision Planting® are registered trademarks of Precision Planting LLC ©2013 Precision Planting LLC.
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Outside Woodburning Heater

25-year
warranty Low Maintenance
10-year warranty

No smoke, ash or wood trash in your home
Connects to existing systems

Stop feeding the
propane pig.

UL Listed

Standard with bronze pump, combustion
Blower and grates

Uills?p
Fhiegh hd
eating b

with

We Have the
Solution!
1-800-542-7395
www.hardyheater.com

Chris McBurney
New Castle, KY 40050

www.cattleeq.com

Manual Cattle Chute, Hydraulic Squeeze Chute,
Alley Way Single & Double, Tub Manual or Hydraulic, Cattle Oilers & Mineral Feeders, Creep
Feeders 70-300 Bushel, Feeder Wagons 16’ to
40’, Cattle Waterers, Scale Single Animal or
Group Scale, Portable Alley With Tubs, Portable
Corral 35 Cows to 200 Cows & Load Out Chute

Get Bosch Geothermal and save.
Why put up with propane’s sky-high prices,
shortages and unpredictable deliveries? Your
greatest and greenest source of comfort is right under
your feet! Bosch geothermal technology harnesses
the earth’s natural underground energy where it stays
a constant temperature all year long. You can save
up to 70% on your home energy bills, and with an
additional 30% federal tax credit, our systems are
now more aﬀordable than ever!
To contact an Accredited Bosch Contractor
call 1-866-225-5124.
Visit our site to ﬁnd out how much you can save.

BoschGeo.com
Silencer Hydraulic Squeeze Chutes

Easy Way

markets
By Ed McQueen

Record yields in 2013

Broiler growth less than expected

Kentucky’s 2013 corn and soybean crops were the
largest ever thanks to record state yields of 170.0 bushels for corn and 49.5 bushels for soybeans. USDANASS recently published the county production estimates which show that top yields were reached all
across the Commonwealth. This was especially true for
soybeans, where twelve counties achieved average
yields of 53.0 or higher. The top county, Adair, averaged 57.1 bushels/acre. The other counties at the top
were Boone, Casey, Clark, Fayette, LaRue, Lewis,
Owen, Pendleton, Shelby, Webster and Union. The top
corn yield of 194.0 bushels was in McLean County.
Five other counties achieved average yields of 180.0
bushels or higher – Ohio, Shelby, Simpson, Union and
Wayne.
The top three counties in total production were
Union, Christian and Henderson for corn and Graves,
Henderson and Daviess for soybeans. USDA’s preliminary estimates put the value of the 2013 corn crop at
$1.106 billion, or 53 percent greater than the 2012
crop, and the 2013 soybean crop’s value at $1.047 billion, up 23 percent from 2012’s crop value.

According to USDA, broiler integrators had been expected to
expand production in 2014 primarily due to a decline in feed costs and
relatively high prices for competing meats. However, the expansion
has been less than expected. Broiler meat production for January 2014
decreased 2.8 percent from the previous year, as a result of 4.1 percent
fewer birds slaughtered. USDA’s estimate for 2014 broiler meat production is 38.7 billion pounds, a decrease of 175 million pounds from
February’s estimate. With this change, U.S. broiler meat production in
2014 would be 2.4 percent higher than in 2013. The weekly numbers
of broiler eggs being placed in incubators and chicks going to growout
farms point toward only small increases in the number of birds available for slaughter through spring.

Numbers rising in farm milk production
Record high milk prices and lower grain and forage
costs have moved the milk-feed price ratio to an
expansionary level of 2.55, as reported in USDA’s
Agricultural Prices report. However, dairy producers
have been slow to expand the dairy herd and for milk
production to increase – up only 1.1 percent in
January-February. Consequently, USDA economists
did not change the 2014 forecasts of milk cow numbers and annual milk production in the latest supplydemand update. U.S. milk production for this year is
forecast at 205.7 billion pounds, up 2.2 percent from
last year. Year-over-year gains are expected to increase
as the year progresses, reaching a four-percent production increase by the fourth quarter.
USDA has raised its forecast of how much milk and
dairy product prices will exceed 2013’s average
prices. The midpoint of the average annual 2014
price forecast for “all milk” is $21.70/cwt, up 55 cents
from the February forecast and up $1.69 from the
2013 average price. For cheddar cheese, USDA
raised the 2014 forecast by four cents/pound to
$1.89/pound; this compares to $1.768 average price
for 2013. The average butter price forecast increased
a nickel to $1.65/pound for 2014, an increase of 10.5
cents from last year’s average butter price.
20
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Taking stock
Meeting targets issues for farm market operators

Sharon Spencer of KDA gave a program update, flanked by KFB Director Russell Poore of Logan County, who moderated the meeting. Mrs. Spencer also is President of Franklin County FB. Poore operates a farm market and is chairman of KFB’s Roadside Farm Markets Advisory Committee.

K

FB’s Certified Roadside Farm
Market Program has moved in
tandem with a reshaping of
Kentucky’s farm economy, expanding
gradually to the 105 members for this
year. KFB President Mark Haney, whose
family operates one of those markets,
says quality is more important than

quantity, but there is indeed opportunity
for future growth.
“I’m more interested in the quality of
our markets,” the Pulaski County farmer said in his welcoming remarks at last
month’s educational meeting for program members and others, “but we
recognize there’s an opportunity for

growth. The food market is really
untouched for us. There is great opportunity to connect with consumers from
our farms. People want to source their
food from people they know.”
The agenda focused on labor issues
and a presentation from one of Alabama’s
most successful agritourism businesses.
The group of around 30 farm market
interests also received updated information on the KFB program and the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s
marketing and promotion programs for
farm markets.
Haney pledged KFB’s continuing
commitment “to try to help you be successful.”
“A lot of us have been in this for a
long, long time,” he said. “We always
have something new to embrace and
new challenges to tackle. We want to
expand, to take our game up a notch or
two by delivering to consumers.”
Labor issues were hot topics, as evidenced by a lengthy discussion about
federal and state requirements for farm
market workers under the various
employee classifications. Handling the
questions was a panel comprised of
Karen Garnett of the U.S. Department
of Labor, Jeff Wiley of the Kentucky
Department of Labor and Rick Alexander
of
the
Agriculture
Workforce
Management Association, the organization that handles the H-2A program in
Kentucky.
The meeting is part of the services
provided to program members. Next
event is the annual summer tour of markets and agritourism spots, with Oregon
as the destination. The annual promotional brochure, which has been completed redesigned into booklet form,
will be available soon, said Program
Coordinator Kara Keeton.

A good crowd of program participants attended the meeting.

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS

21

farm file
Young farmers concerned about land
Securing adequate land to grow crops and raise livestock was the top
challenge identified again this year in AFBF’s annual outlook survey of
participants in the Young Farmers & Ranchers program. That challenge
was identified by 22 percent of respondents, followed by economic
challenges, particularly profitability, which was identified by 15 percent
of the respondents.
Other issues ranked as top concerns by young farmers and ranchers
included burdensome government regulations and red tape, 12 percent;
availability of farm labor and related regulations, nine percent; water
availability and urbanization of farm land, seven percent each; and
health care availability and cost, six percent.
The 22nd annual YF&R survey revealed that 91 percent of those surveyed are more optimistic about farming and ranching than they were
five years ago. Last year, 90 percent of those surveyed said they were
more optimistic about farming compared to five years ago.
The 2014 survey also shows 93 percent say they are better off than
they were five years ago. Last year, 83 percent reported being better
off.
More than 91 percent considered themselves lifetime farmers, while
88 percent would like to see their children follow in their footsteps. The
informal survey reveals that 87 percent believe their children will be able
to follow in their footsteps.
The majority of those surveyed (69 percent) consider communicating
with consumers a formal part of their jobs. Many use social media platforms as a tool to accomplish this. The popular social media site
Facebook is used by 74 percent of those surveyed. Twenty-two percent
of respondents said they use the social networking site Twitter, 16 percent have a farm blog or webpage and 13 percent use YouTube to post
videos of their farms and ranches.

Pilot Program promotes water
quality credits
American Farmland Trust (AFT) has partnered
with the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI)
and other collaborators in a pilot program to
help farmers in the Ohio River Basin participate
in the first-ever interstate water quality credit
trading program to fund on-farm installation of
conservation practices.
Water quality trading is a market-based
approach which allows facilities to meet required
pollution reductions by paying farmers for the
installation of conservation practices like heavy
use protection areas for livestock, conversion of
cropland to hayland and pastureland and the use
of cover crops that reduce pollution by specific
amounts. Those pollution reductions are then
converted to verified credits that can be bought
and sold.
Under the EPRI program, AFT engaged farmers
from the beginning to develop the program,
identified and worked with county conservation
districts to understand the needs of farmers and
provided technical support in determining how
much each conservation practice will reduce
pollution loads.
Examples of the types of conservation practices installed under the program in Kentucky
include livestock operations near creeks that are
proposing to install heavy-use protection areas.

“Our Food Link” is underway

AFBF pushing privacy bill

Farmer and rancher members of Farm Bureau from around the country
officially kicked off the organization’s new “Our Food Link” program in
conjunction with a conference for state leaders of Women’s Leadership
and Promotion & Education programs. Our Food Link activities range
from outreach at supermarkets or farmers’ markets to hosting interactive
booths at community events, speaking with lawmakers and neighbors
about food and visiting classrooms to help students understand agricultural topics. Other program ideas include: an Adopt-a-Farmer program,
fun runs, garden projects and “Zest ’n Zing” or other foodie events.
“Our Food Link” activities may also include the collection of food and
monetary donations for Ronald McDonald House Charities or other
charities.
“Our Food Link is a year-round program that county and state Farm
Bureaus use to provide consumers of all ages and backgrounds with
information about today’s agriculture,” explained Terry Gilbert, a KFB
Director from Boyle County who is chair of the AFBF Women’s
Leadership Committee. The committee spearheads the program with
participation open to all Farm Bureau members.
The “Our Food Link” planning toolkit and publicity tools may be
downloaded at AFBF’s website.

AFBF is pushing the Farmer Identity Protection
Act (S. 1343, H.R. 4157) would prohibit EPA from
disclosing the private and confidential information of livestock and poultry producers to the
public, as the agency did in 2013 in response to
a Freedom of Information Act request by several
environmental groups.
EPA’s earlier massive data release contained
tens of thousands of lines in spreadsheets often
including personal names and other information
such as phone numbers and addresses. This
involved more than 80,000 farmers in 29 states.
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NEW OR USED
VEHICLE LOANS
Now
as
low
as

2.99%
APR*

36-MONTH TERM

Drive into Savings
Take advantage of member-priced loans, competitively priced
vehicle protection plans*, and personalized service you deserve.

We make financing easy. To apply, contact your
local Farm Bureau agent, or:

Existing Farm Bureau Bank vehicle loans are excluded from this offer.
* Rates disclosed as Annual Percentage Rate (APR) and are based on acquiring one of the following collateral protection products: Guaranteed Asset Protection (GAP) or Major Mechanical
Protection (MMP). Additional discounts do apply for purchasing more than one collateral protection product. The advertised APR of 2.99% is effective as of September 13, 2013. Final APR may
differ from the loan interest rate due to additional fees (such as a loan documentation fee, which may be applicable). For a $25,050 vehicle loan with a term of 36 months, a 45 day first payment
date and a 2.99% APR, the monthly payment will be $727.72. To qualify for the disclosed rate, customer must be a Farm Bureau member. Rates may vary based on the amount financed, term and
first payment date. Finance charges accrue from origination date of the loan. Some restrictions apply based on the make and model of vehicle offered as collateral. All loans are subject to credit
approval, verification, and collateral evaluation. Other rates and financing options are available. Non-member rates may be 1-3% higher than posted rates. Loans for RVs, motorcycles, trailers,
ATVs, watercraft and commercial vehicles may be 1.00% higher. This offer is not available in all states and rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Rates and financing are limited to
vehicle models 2004 and newer and subject to change. Farm Bureau Bank does not finance totaled, rebuilt or salvaged vehicles. Farm Bureau, FB, and the FB National Logo are
registered service marks owned by, and used by Farm Bureau Bank FSB under license from, the American Farm Bureau Federation.

