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• Congressionally authorized program to help rural 
communities with flood prevention and watershed 
protection 

 

• Administered by the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service as directed by the Secretary of Agriculture. 

 

• Implemented locally by project sponsors 

What is PL-566? 



PL-566 dam locations  across Kentucky 
Over 11,000 flood control dams have been built across the 

county in 2000 watersheds in 47 states since 1948. 

NRCS-KY has constructed 202 dams under PL-566 and PL-534 

 



Some as small as 3 acres 
 



– Constructed in 1975, as a 

significant hazard dam 

– 4500 acre drainage area 

– 55 feet tall, 151 acre pool 

area 

– Designed to provide flood 

control and municipal water 

supply 

Some as large as 150 acres or more 
Red Lick Creek #1, Madison County 

MPS #1



Most are in rural 

settings, but several 

serve as water 

supply for local 

communities 



Dams with surface area greater than 74 acres 

 
DAM NAME COUNTY SURF AREA (acres) 
RED LICK CREEK FRS #2 MADISON 74 

BIG MUDDY CREEK FRS # 2 BUTLER 106 

UPPER TRADEWATER RIVER FRS # 5 CHRISTIAN 109 

MILL CREEK MPS # 4 MONROE 109 

LITTLE KENTUCKY RIVER MPS # 1 HENRY 137 

FOX CREEK MPS #4 FLEMING  80 

MUD RIVER MPS # 2A LOGAN 147 

RED LICK CREEK MPS # 1 MADISON 151 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 3 CHRISTIAN 166 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 4A CHRISTIAN 170 

VALLEY CREEK MPS # 4 HARDIN 179 

MUD RIVER MPS # 6A LOGAN 240 

CANEY CREEK MPS # 2 GRAYSON 77 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 4B CHRISTIAN 78 

MUD RIVER MPS # 51 MUHLENBERG 826 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 5 CHRISTIAN 89 

NORTH FORK NOLIN RIVER MPS # 15 LARUE 91 

EAST FORK CLARKS RIVER FRS # 28A MARSHALL 96 

OBION CREEK FRS # 2 GRAVES 97 

EAST FORK POND RIVER FRS # 5A CHRISTIAN 99 

NORTH FORK NOLIN RIVER MPS # 3 LARUE 99 



List of Multi-purpose structures 

PL-566 Multipurpose Dams 

Kentucky - NRCS 

DAM NAME COUNTY PURPOSE 

YEAR 

BUILT 

SERVICE 

LIFE 

(YEARS) 

POOL AREA 

(AC) 

CURRENT 

HAZARD 

DESIGN 

HAZARD 

CANEY CREEK MPS # 2 GRAYSON Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply, Recreation 1965 50 77 S S 

CYPRESS CREEK MPS # 3 UNION Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Recreation 1965 50 49 S S 

EAST FORK POND RIVER MPS # 7B* CHRISTIAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Industrial 1964 50 34 L L 

FOX CREEK MPS # 4 FLEMING Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Recreation 1968 100 74 H S 

LITTLE KENTUCKY RIVER MPS # 1 HENRY Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Recreation 1967 50 137 H H 

MILL CREEK MPS # 4 MONROE Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply, Recreation 1972 100 109 H S 

MUD RIVER MPS # 2A LOGAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1968 50 147 S S 

MUD RIVER MPS # 33 LOGAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1963 50 51 L L 

MUD RIVER MPS # 51 MUHLENBERG Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Fish and Wildlife 1961 50 826 S S 

MUD RIVER MPS # 6A LOGAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1975 50 240 H H 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 3 CHRISTIAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1964 50 166 H H 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 4A CHRISTIAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1966 50 170 H H 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 4B CHRISTIAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1965 50 78 H H 

NORTH FORK LITTLE RIVER MPS # 5 CHRISTIAN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Fish and Wildlife 1962 50 89 H H 

NORTH FORK NOLIN RIVER MPS # 15 LARUE Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Recreation 1983 100 91 H H 

NORTH FORK NOLIN RIVER MPS # 3 LARUE Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1977 100 99 H H 

PIGEON ROOST MPS # 1 JACKSON Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1999 100 19 H H 

RED LICK CREEK MPS # 1 MADISON Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply 1975 100 151 H S 

SALT LICK CREEK MPS # 3 BATH Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Fish and Wildlife 1982 100 40 H S 

VALLEY CREEK MPS # 4 HARDIN Flood Control and Storm Water Management, Water Supply, Recreation 1966 100 179 H H 

*Additional storage added after design and  construction 

20 MPS 



Under-valued resource across the state  

• Several require upgrades 

• Opportunities to increase 

water storage  

• No protection from 

downstream development  



ARRA Projects – Fox Creek MPS #4:  

Finished Rehabilitation Project Downstream View 

Fleming County, Kentucky 

Roller Compacted Concrete Spillway Over the 

Center of an Existing Dam 



Natural Resources Conservation Service 
771 Corporate Drive, Suite 210 
Lexington, KY  40503 
859-224-7350 
www.nrcs.usda.gov 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 

in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

 


