
ANIMAL RIGHTS VS. 
ANIMAL WELFARE – 
UNDERSTANDING 
THE ISSUE 

 
LEVEL: 7-8 
 
SUBJECTS:  
Consumer Education, 
Social Studies, Language 
Arts, Economics 
 
VOCABULARY:   
Animal welfare, animal 
rights, vegetarianism, 
anthropomorphism, 
extremist, humane animal 
husbandry 
 

LEARNING GOAL:  Students shall develop their abilities to connect and integrate 
    knowledge from all disciplines into their own knowledge  
    bases. 
 
MATERIALS 
List of animal rights/welfare organizations, “Animal 
Agriculture:  Myths & Facts” handout. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In a predominantly urban society, the public’s contact with 
animals , especially farm animals, is limited.  As a result of 
this separation, both adults and children may be confused 
about the needs and roles of domestic animals in our 
society.  Groups advocating a range of positions on use and 
care of animals are prevalent both nationally and 
internationally.   
 
Farmers, more than any other group except for keepers of 
zoos and animal parks, are in daily contact with animals.  
Farmers are the most logical advocates of animal welfare, 
as their livelihood is dependent upon keeping animals safe 
and healthy.  Farmers furnish animals with appropriate 
housing, food, water and veterinary care in order to produce 
the wholesome, high-quality foods demanded by 
consumers.  This practice is referred to as humane animal 
husbandry.    
 
PROCEDURE 
1.  Conduct an opening discussion with students on the 
distinction between rights and welfare.  Have students list 
some rights which they have as a U.S. citizen (examples:  
free speech, assembly, worship).  Next, have the students 
identify some measures which ensure their welfare  (examples:  education, health care, 

OBJECTIVE 
The student will: 
 
-differentiate between the 
concepts of animal rights and 
animal welfare.   
 
-explore some of the myths 
surrounding production of 
animals for human use. 
 
-understand the economic 
necessity for farmers to 
provide humane care for farm 
animals. 
 
-research the positions of 
several animal rights/animal 
welfare groups on use of 
animals by humans. 
 
CONCEPTUAL AREA 
Agriculture base – people use 
plants and animals in a wide 
variety of ways to obtain food, 
fiber, shelter and other 
products. 
 
Images and attitudes – 
peoples’ images, attitudes 
and behaviors create the 
issue and trends affecting 
agriculture and the 
environment.  



parental care).  Now, give students the two terms “animal rights” and “animal welfare” 
and see if they can distinguish between the two positions.  Use the background material 
for this lesson to help students consider the aspects of our modern society which would 
lead to confusion about these two positions on animal use and care.  
Anthropomorphism is the belief that people and all other animals have the same rights 
and is the most extreme view supported by animal rights extremists and some 
vegetarians.  Supporters of animal welfare believe that people have a moral obligation 
to avoid cruelty in dealing with animals.  Further, keeping animals healthy and 
productive by providing proper housing, veterinary care, food and water is an economic 
necessity for farmers, as well as their moral responsibility.   
 
2.  Many questions may arise from this discussion as to the actual practices used by 
farmers to raise food animals.  Students may gain more understanding of production 
methods by participating in a farm tour.  They would have opportunities to observe first 
hand how particular animals are cared for in production agriculture.  An alternative 
experience would be to invite livestock farmers to come into the class to describe their 
farm practices and answer questions regarding common myths about animal care.  
Have students use the “Animal Agriculture:  Myths & Facts” handout to ask questions of 
the classroom presenter.   
 
3.  The final activity in this exploration of animal rights/animal welfare issues is a 
research project where students are asked to gather information regarding the beliefs 
and policies of different organizations.  Have students write to a sampling of animal 
welfare/rights organizations requesting literature on their positions regarding animal use 
and care.  Ask students to compare and contrast the different organizations’ positions 
and evaluate the validity of their beliefs.  This activity could include both a written report 
and presentation of findings to the class. 
   
RESOURCES 
“Animal Agriculture:  Myths & Facts”, Animal Industry Foundation, 1988. 
 
EVALUATION 
The students’ levels of comprehension of the different positions on animals 
rights/welfare can be assessed by their written reports and presentations on the issues.  
Students will demonstrate the ability to hear and discuss differing viewpoints on an 
issue and communicate their opinions in an organized manner in both written and oral 
forms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






