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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

The sun shines bright on our old Kentucky home

s a child growing up on our family farm,
| didn’t think much about a world that

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS existed beyond our fence rows. To me, all

Volume 16 | No. 5 - :
! ‘ June/July 2017 thgt | ’needgd was right there in Nancy, Kentucky.
| didn’t realize what we grew on our farm would
! Contents eventually make its way to so many places and so

many people.
PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 3 But as | grew older, learned more about the
family business and became more involved, | soon discovered the need to
2017 ANNUAL MEETINGS 4 think beyond those fence rows, not only for the good of the farm but for the
good of our customers.
COMMENT COLUMN > Today, we as farmers not only think in terms of getting what we produce
KFBF BEST PLACE TO WORK 6 to the next town or city but throughout the country and around the world.
We truly live in a global economy and international trade is as important to
USDA NEWS 8 our farm as it is to any Fortune 500 company. We must have viable trade
BLUEGRASS AND and trade agreements in order to ensure our operations are around for the
BACKROADS TOUR 10 next generation, not only for the benefit of our farm families but for the 98
percent of the population who do not grow their own food.
ALL ABOUT KFB 12 International trade has been a hot topic of conversation in agriculture
UNDERSTANDING THE circles for several months, especially since the new administration came
FARM BILL 16 to Washington. Our agricultural organization’s leaders including commodity
: groups and those of us at Farm Bureau have voiced our opinion at the local,
MSUS BREATHITT state and national levels of how important it is to foster existing and new
VETERINARY CENTER 18 trade agreements.
COUNTY CORNER 20 | can’t emphasize enough how critical it is to keep trade avenues open,
explore new trade opportunities and look at existing trade agreements,
CANDID CONVERSATION 22 doing all we can to make them better.
DOHN AND DOHN GARDENS 24 And this isn’t just a farming issue; this is about economic development,
rural community development and providing the world with an adequate,
MEALS OF HOPE 26 safe food supply. What farmers do in producing crops to supply the food
KENTUCKY AGRICULTURE needs of the nation and the world affects everyone; no exceptions.
AND NATIONAL AG ISSUES 28 All of us have to eat, meaning our farms have to remain sustainable in

order to meet that need. We must always remember, if we don’t grow our

THE KENTUCKY MESONET 32 food supply here, someone else, somewhere else, will do it for us. The trade
GOSPEL MUSIC SHOWCASE 35 dollar keeps our farm familieg in bu;iness. And that’s impor‘[.a'nt tp us gII.

Kentucky Farm Bureau is dedicated to those farm families in doing all
we can to serve as their voice on issues affecting their farms and their way
of life. From being active in local community projects to advocating in our
nation’s capital, KFB has been a part of Kentucky for nearly a century.

| have been blessed to be one of the five generations on our family farm
and | want to make sure my children, grandchildren and their children have
the same privilege, not only for their sake or the sake of the farm, but to
Kentucky Farm Bureau News is published  €nsure the farming community that stretches across this great state remains
ten times per year. Combined issues for  Vibrant and alive for everyone.
December-January and June-July are sent to
all members. The remaining eight issues go
to regular members. Bulk postage rate paid
at Lebanon Junction, Ky. Changes in address

C OO p erd 'I'Ive S O | qar should be mailed to KFB Communications Mark Haney

Division, PO Box 20700, Louisville, Ky. 40250. President
Kentucky Farm Bureau

Cover photo by:Tim Thornberry
Driving to the farm in Woodford County

Interior graphics by Melissa LaRoche

All advertising accepted subject to publisher’'s
approval. Advertisers must assume liability of
content of their advertising.

For rates and information call 1.800.798.2691

solar power from your local electric cooperative

www.cooperativesolar.com Kentuckys Touchstone Energy’ Cooperatives kh JUNE/JULY 2017 KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS - 3
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Barren County
September 16, 2017, 6:30 p.m.
Cave City Convention Center

Bath County
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Bath County Extension Office
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Boone County
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Kinman Farms, 4175 Burlington Pike,
Burlington

Boyle County
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The Showroom, 2405 Lebanon Road,
Danville

Butler County
September. 12, 2017, 6:30 p.m.
Eva J. Hawes Ag. Building

Campbell County
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Neltner's Farm
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Carlisle County
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Carlisle County Extension Office

Christian County
June 29, 2017, Doors will open at

Western Kentucky State Fair
Convention Center

Clark County
September 7,,2017,, 6:30 p.m.
Clark County Farm Bureau office

Daviess County

G
«Q
—
n
w
- |

>
N
=
3

a1

KL

£
s

Reid's Orchard
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Graves County
August 12,2017, 11:30 a.m.
Mayfield High School Cafeteria

County Annual
Meetlngs All times are local

Henderson County
July 29, 2017, 4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Chase Fulcher Archery Center

Hopkins County
September 1, 2017, 5:30 p.m.
Ballard Convention Center

Jackson County
September 18, 2017, 6:00 p.m.
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Lewis County

Ruggles Camp, Tollsboro
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Lincoln County
September 7, 2017, 6:30 pm
Lincoln County Fairgrounds

Madison County
Julys:0, 2017, 6:80.p.m.
Madison County Fairgrounds

McLean County
July 29, 2017, 5:00 p.m.
Mclean County High School
Purchase tickets @ door day of event

Meade County
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Meade County Farm Bureau
Community Building

Mercer County
September 11, 2017, 6:00 p.m.
Mercer County Extension Office

Muhlenberg County
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Muhlenberg County Ag
Center Pavilion

Nicholas County
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Ohio County
July 25, 2017, 6:30 p.m.
Ohio County Extension Office

Pendleton County
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Pendleton County Farm Bureau Office

Rockcastle County
September 15, 2017
Food served at 6:00 p.m.
Business at 7:00 p.m.
Roundstone Elementary School

Simpson County
August 31, 2017, 6:30pm
Ag Building, Jim Roberts

Trigg County
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Trigg County Recreation Complex

3

Trimble County
August 17, 2017, 7:00 pm
Trimble County Cooperative
Extension Office

Union County
June 24, 2017, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Union County Fairgrounds

Warren County
September 16, 2017, 5:30 p.m.
South Warren High School

Webster County
August 11, 2017, 6:30 p.m.
Webster County High School Annex

Wolfe County
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Wolfe County Extension Office
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COMMENT COLUMN

Kentucky Farm Bureau is a voluntary organization
of farm families and their allies dedicated to serving
as the voice of agriculture by identifying problems,
developing solutions and taking actions which will
improve net farm income, achieve better economic
opportunities and enhance the quality of life for all.

KFB OFFICERS

Mark Hangy ..........ccovvvvveeieciiiiiiiiiceen President
Eddie Melton ..........cccccvveeenn 1st Vice President
Fritz Giesecke ........ccoovvveeenn 2nd Vice President
David S. Beck............... Executive Vice President

KFB DIRECTORS

Tripp FUrChESs......cooviiiieeceecceee e Murray
Glenn Howell ........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiicn Fulton
Kelly Thurman..........ccoeevvveveeeieiiiiiieen. Livermore
Eddie Melton .......ccoceeiiiiiiiiiiiiicce Sebree
Mary Kate Kordes........ccccoeeevieiivnnnn... Central City
Fritz GieseCke.......coovviiiiiiiiiicinn Horse Cave
Larry ThOMAas ...coeeeeeviiiiieieeeeiiiins Elizabethtown
Pat Henderson .........ccoooveeiiiiciiiecnn, Irvington
Jay Coleman .......coveeeeeiiiiiiiiiiec Cave City
Larry Clark......cccooiiieiiiiiiiicen Greensburg
SCOtt TraViS...ceeevieeieiiieeciiieecieeee Cox’s Creek
Randy Chrisman...........ccccoevveeenns Lawrenceburg
Joe Paul Mattingly ........ccoooeiiiiiiiiiiene Raywick
David Chappell .......cccoovvveeeeiiiiiiiiieeee Owenton
Terry Rowlett ....ooovvvveieeiiiiiie, Campbellsburg
Mark Hangy .........ccooviiviiiiiiiiiiiiiicce e Nancy
KimM MCCOY vvvvviieeeieiiiiiiiiceeeeeiiiee Burkesville
Victor Rexroat..........ccocveeeiiieennne. Russell Springs
David L. Campbell ........coveeeeieiiiiiieneen, Stanford
Terry LawsSON ...cooovvvveieececiiiiiieee e Mt. Vernon
Alex Barnett........ccoooeiiiiiiiii Cynthiana
Shane Wiseman .........ccccceeeiiveeennnnn. Winchester
David McGIone.........ccovvvvieeeieiiiiieecen Grayson
Carroll AMYX .....cvvveeeeeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeciiie Campton
Bige Hensley ......ccooveiiiiiiiiiicin Manchester
Cloyce HINKIe ......vvvevieiiiiiiiiicccceciii Artemus
Marshall Coyle......cuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiice Owingsville
Vickie Bryant ........coccveeeeeiiiiiiineeen, Tompkinsville
ZaCK ISON ..o Harrodsburg
Roger Fannin.........cccooiviiiiiiiics Harlan
NaNCY COX veevviiieiiiiiieeiiiieeeiiiee e Lexington
Brandon DaviS.......c.ccoovieeiiiieeiiiieee Frankfort
Greg Drake.......cocceeviieeiiiieein Bowling Green

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS
WWWKYFB.COM
WWW.KYFB.COM/FEDERATION/MEMBER-BENEFITS

Editor c.vvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiieiee Tim Thornberry
Art Director................ John Anton Sisbrefo
............................ Open-Look Business Solutions
............................................................. Dallas, TX

........................... Casey McNeal
Times-Citizen Communications
...................................... 800 798-2691 (ext. 334)

............................... Kelley Parks
................................................... (502) 495-5112
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COLUMN

hen  Kentucky Farm  Bureau
Federation got its start nearly
100 years ago, our state looked

much different than it does today. The larger
metropolitan areas were much smaller and our
farming communities were much more populated with farm families.

Through the years that demographic has changed as fewer people
grew up on the farm and more grew to depend on those who remained in
our rural communities working to provide for our food, fiber and fuel needs.

The importance of those rural farming communities has always
remained the same regardless of where we now live or what we do. Farm
Bureau actually began with the encouragement of the business community,
which had the realization of knowing a strong rural economy translated
into a stronger overall economy wanting to make sure the strength of rural
America remained intact.

| feel strongly in that sentiment today. If our farm families are successful
so are the communities in which they live. And if those communities thrive,
the economy of the whole state becomes better along with the lives of
those living in the Commonwealth. This same scenario can be seen all
across our country.

Serving as an advocate for agriculture remains our primary purpose
today. We are a farm organization serving farm families. But our commitment
to help our members be successful has created benefits for all Kentuckians.

With its introduction in 1943, the Kentucky Farm Bureau Insurance
Company has become the largest mutual insurance company in the state
serving not only our regular farm members but associate members who are
a part of the Farm Bureau family because of their insurance needs.

Serving our nearly half-a-million family members is something we take
very seriously at Kentucky Farm Bureau and while we are two different
entities, we serve under the same organizational umbrella. Together the
Federation and the Insurance Company have made such a difference in the
lives of our citizens.

There are very few communities throughout the state that don’t have a
KFB sign displayed somewhere; whether hanging up at the little league field
or in a school gym we support the citizens of each of these communities
every day.

The value of our member benefits and our relationships with the people
of Kentucky are just a couple of things we are proud of at KFB. Whether we
are advocating at home or in our nation’s Capital, KFB truly loves KY.

It has been said that the more things change the more they stay the
same. | see that often in our organization and while we may do things
differently than we did 100 years ago, we do them for the same reasons;
serving as the voice of agriculture by identifying problems, developing
solutions and taking actions which will improve net farm income, achieve
better economic opportunities and enhance the quality of life for all.

David S. Beck

KFB Executive Vice-President

JUNE/JULY 2017
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BEST PLACE TO WORK IN KENTUCKY

Kentucky Farm Bureau
Named as a Best Place to Work in Kentucky

he Kentucky Chamber of
I Commerce and the Kentucky
Society for Human Resource
Management recently announced that
the Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation
(KFBF) has been named as one of the
2017 Best Places to Work in Kentucky
in the small-sized employer category.
KFBF is one of only 40 employers in the
category given this honor. A total of 100
companies were named to this year’s
list in three different size categories.

A celebration for winners was
held April 26 in Lexington marking the
13th year for the program which is
managed by Best Companies Group.
The selection process is based on an
assessment of the company’s employee
policies and procedures and the results
of an internal employee survey. Winner
rankings were announced during the
celebration event.

‘I am extremely proud of the
Kentucky Farm Bureau Federation
being recognized as an organization
that is a good place to work and takes
care of its people," said David S. Beck,
Executive Vice-President of KFBF

6 - KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS

“I tell our state board often, if you take
care of your employees, they will take
care of the organization.”

Peter Burke, president and co-
founder of Best Companies Group said
getting on the list of Best Places to
Work isn’t easy to do.

“You have to have a workplace
where the majority of your workforce
loves to come to work every day and
that is what is so amazing about this
program,” he said. “The irony of a
recognition program like this is that, the
companies that are here understand the
value of recognition. They (employees)
love where they work and have a
tremendous amount of pride; they feel
incredibly connected emotionally to
their employer. That’s a hard thing to
make happen in your organization and
so it’s a huge accomplishment.”

Beck added that being named
to this prestigious honor will help
in  employee retention, employee
recruitment and future growth of the
organization.

“Allthe information collected froman
independent, confidential, anonymous

o
3

&

survey by the employees evaluated
what they thought was important; what
they enjoy about their work and their
benefits and what they can contribute
to make the organization a success,”
he said. “All that information and data
is beneficial as a roadmap to the future
and we look forward to working with
our employees, our leadership team,
our state Board of Directors, and all the
county Farm Bureaus all of whom share
in this recognition of excellence. We all
take pride in that recognition.”

Beck and Philip Dowdle, KFBF
Director of Accounting and Finance
accepted the award during the
ceremony on behalf of the organization.
The full list of winners can be viewed at
bestplacestoworkinky.com.

JUNE/JULY 2017

Amazing price breakthrough!

ADVANCED HEARING AID TECHNOLOGY

Under %300

How can a hearing aid

that costs less than ‘300
be every bit as good as one
that sells for $3,000 or more?
Although tremendous strides
have been made in advanced
hearing aid technology, those
cost reductions have not been
passed on to you- Until Now.
An innovative board certified

Chicago ENT doctor lowered
hearing aid costs significantly.

Since Medicare and most private
insurance do not cover hearing aids,
ENT physician Dr. Cherukuri made

it his personal goal to come up with
a game-changing solution that
customers could actually afford.

He evaluated other hearing aids and
concluded that the high prices were

a direct result of layers of middlemen,
heavy mark-ups and expensive
unnecessary features. The result is
the -MDHearingAid PRO®, with the
same kind of advanced hearing aid
technology incorporated into

hearing aids that cost thousands
more at a small fraction of the price.

Over 75,000 satisfied PRO customers
agree: high quality FDA-registered
hearing aids don't have to cost a
fortune.

The fact is, you don't need to pay
high prices for a medical-grade
hearing aid. MDHearingAid PRO®
gives you a sophisticated high-

NEARLY INVISIBLE
-

or by phone - even after sale.

No other company provides such
extensive support. Now that you
know, why pay more?

Take Advantage of Our

45-Day RISK-FREE

Home Trial!

Hearing is believing and we invite
you to try this nearly invisible
hearing aid with no annoying
whistling or background noise for
yourself. If you are not completely
satisfied, simply return it within
that time period for a

100% refund of your

purchase price.

performance hearing aid that BATTERIES INCLUDED!
works right out of the box with READY TO USE RIGHT
no time-consuming “adjustment” OUT OF THE BOX!

appointments. You can even access a
hearing specialist conveniently-online

GetMDHearingAid.com
MDHearingAid® >

/800

Doctors and patients agree:

“BEST QUALITY SOUND”
“LOWEST AFFORDABLE PRICE”

“I have been wearing hearing aids for
over 25 years and these are the best
behind-the-ear aids | have tried. Their
sound quality rivals that of my 53,500
custom pair of Phonak®xtra digital ITE”
---Gerald L.

“I have a 52,000 ReSound® Live hearing
aid in my left ear and the MDHearingAid
PRO® in the right ear. | am not able to
notice a significant difference in sound
quality between the two hearing aids”
---Dr. May, ENT Physician

“They work so great, my mother says she
hasn’t heard this well in years, even with
her $2,000 digital! It was so great to see
the joy on her face. She is 90 years young
again.”
---Al P.

Call Today to Recelve

AYear Supply of FREE Batteries.
Plus FREE Shipping.

Use Code: D E 3 0

-814-3091

7009 1 s-0nv




USDA NEWS
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USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue announced the creation of an undersecretary
for trade and foreign agricultural affairs. Photo courtesy of USDA

entucky agriculture was well-
B represented during a recent

announcement made by USDA
Secretary Sonny Perdue in Cincinnati.
Perdue, surrounded by farmers,
including two from Kentucky, announced
the creation of an undersecretary for
trade and foreign agricultural affairs
within the agency.

David McGlone, from Carter
County and a Kentucky Farm Bureau
State Director, along with Russel
Schwenke, from Boone County, KyCorn
past president and KyCorn Promotion
Council member, were invited to the
event and participated in discussions

BEING READY FOR
TOMORROW STARTS TODAY

Y

AGRICULTURE

READY ‘N

ROLLING!

SALES EVENT

Offers ends June 30, 2017.

0% FINANCING', CASH BACK AND MORE!

Are you ready for the season ahead? Get Ready 'n Rolling today with the machines
you need to handle all the chores on your to-do list. Take advantage of our great
New Holland equipment offers, including 0% Financing*, Cash Back and more!

Stop by today or visit readyandrolling.newholland.com for more details. Don’t wait!

with Perdue about issues facing the
agriculture industry.

“It was an honor to be at the event
and there were many good discussions
held especially about trade and the new
farm bill,” said McGlone. “Everyone
there had a farming background and
Secretary Perdue wanted to hear from
the people who sit in the tractor seats
every day.”

He also said there were a lot of frank
discussions about exports and trade
agreements like NAFTA.,” said McGlone.

“Secretary Perdue said he wants
someone in the undersecretary for trade
position to get up every day and say,

FLEMINGSBURG
ROSE FARM
SUPPLY LLC.
606-845-2011

6147 Morehead Rd.

HOPKINSVILLE
H & RAGRI-POWER
800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & RAGRI-POWER
800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

..........

United States and many other countries, owned by o licensed to CNH Industrial N.\. its subsidiaries or afiiates.

*For Commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualfication and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your

] participating New Holland dealer for detals and eligibilty requirements. Down payment may be requied. Offers good through June 30, 2017 at
cm participating New Holland dealers in the United States. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital America
CAPITAL  [1C standard terms and conditions apply. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in price. Offers subject to change

or cancellation without nofice. © 2017 CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. Al ights reserved. New Holland Agriculture is a trademark registered in the

Urited States and many other countries, onned by or ficensed to CNH Industrial NV, its subsidaries or afiiates. CNH Indusral Capital and New Holland Construction are trademrks in the

Represented
at Meeting with
USDA Secretary

‘Who can | sell U.S. agricultural products
to today.””

In speaking about trade, Perdue
said U.S. farmers have proven they
can grow enough food not only for
domestic consumption but to sell in
other countries.

“Food is a noble thing to trade.
This nation has a great story to tell and
we've got producers here that produce
more than we can consume,” he said.
“And that’s good, because I'm a grow-
it-and-sell-it kind of guy. Our people in
American agriculture have shown they
can grow it, and we're here to sell it in
markets all around the world.”

Schwenke said the meeting was
very interesting and many issues were
discussed including the migrant worker
program, crop insurance, as well as the
trade issue.

“I've never attended a meeting like
this one with a USDA Secretary who
spend so much time to answer our
questions and was very upfront with his
answers,” he said.

Schwenke added that, in the case
of discussing trade for instance, he had
a better feeling about it after the meeting.

Perdue made the announcement
about the undersecretary for trade and
foreign agricultural affairs along the
Ohio River with barges full of agricultural
products in the background.

In a press release issued by the
USDA, Perdue said the plan to establish
an undersecretary for trade fits right
in line with his goal to be American
agriculture’s unapologetic advocate and
chief salesman around the world.

“By working side by side with
our U.S. Trade Representative and
Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross,
the USDA undersecretary for trade will
ensure that American producers are
well equipped to sell their products and
feed the world,” he said.
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First Ever!
“FARMALL
TIMES”

Cuckoo Clock

D Classic Farmall imagery from artist
Charles Freitag is showcased on a hand-
crafted wood cuckoo clock

MECORMICK

FEARMALLY

D Precision timepiece with accurate
quartz movement, a swinging
brass-toned pendulum and “corn cob”
sculpted clock weights

D Genuine Farmall logos decorate the
clock’s face and pendulum

D Barn-shaped clock hody features hand-
painted hay bale, barrel and rooster
sculptures for nostalgic charm

Time is running out—act now!

Strong demand is expected for this
officially-licensed ~Farmall first, so
reserve your “Farmall Times” Cuckoo
Clock now at the attractive issue price
payable in five convenient installments
of $39.99, totaling $199.95*. Your
purchase is backed by our 365-day
money-back guarantee. Send no money
now. Just complete and return the
Reservation Application as soon as
possible. Act now or you could miss out!

www.bradfordexchange.com/farmallclock
©2017 BGE 01-15613-001-BISR

RESERVATION APPLICATION

THE
BRADFORD EXCHANGIE

—HOME DECOR=—

9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393

LICENSED PRODUCT]

YES. Please reserve the “Farmall Times” Cuckoo Clock for

ch'l me as described in this announcement.
S ENF America LG Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly
culpted tractor emerges
from the “barn” doors to AR LS
gl’eet every hDI.Ir W|th a Name (Please Print Clearly)
cheerful rooster’s crow Address
City
Clock with pendulum shown much State Zip

smaller than actual size of appr.
202" tall, 11" wide
and 372" deep.

Requires one “AA” and two
“D” batteries, not included.

| Email (optional)

|
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. . _ 01-15613-001-E55461 ;
1 "Plus $24.99 shipping and service. !
1 Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 crafting days. Please allow 4-6 weeks after i
'

1 initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.
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BLUEGRASS AND BACKROADS

Bluegrass and Backroads Tour
Set to Zoom Through Cave Country

or the past 14 years, Kentucky
F Farm Bureau has produced a
television show that celebrates
the state, especially rural Kentucky, her
people and the many places that make

the Commonwealth so unique.
Bluegrass and Backroads has

grown to be to a statewide and nationally
televised showcase of all that makes
Kentucky special not only to its citizens
but to people around the world thanks
to the growth of social media. During its
tenure, the show has notched 14 Emmy
nominations and three Emmy Awards.

EXPLORE BOWLING GREEN, KY

Chﬂ“f}"SDﬂ“)’Bam ackson’s Orchard - Mammoth Cave * Corvette Musseum
g Seﬂtemberzazs W —gr

":-r*.'.-

LY
L o#T = b et
M S a R L

g G E '.&i.,.;.a.

REDUCED
ELEC RIC Ll INCREASED

PERMA:ROOF: LIFETIME WARRANTY
&mm

(zJ HOME VALUE

NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE < = S T

EXPERT INSTALLATION

Since 1983
roofover.com

800.633.8969

O

KFB’s Matt Hilton, Director Studios,
said through the years people who have
seen the show had such an interest in
the places visited, the idea of a Bluegrass
and Backroads Tour to visit many of
these destinations came to fruition.

“Last year we hosted the very first
Bluegrass and Backroads Tour to give
attendees a sense of what it’s like to go
on a B&B video trip,” he said. “This year
we will conduct a tour of the Bowling
Green area visiting venues we have
featured in the past on the show.”

He added that the B&B Tour
continues the Kentucky Farm Bureau
tradition of offering distinctive tours, to
guests and members, throughout the
country and close to home.

This two-day, all-inclusive excursion
will include a stop at Mammoth Cave
where  experienced and  not-so-
experienced cave explorers will have
the chance to see the world's longest
known cave system. Next will be a stop
at the famed National Corvette Museum,
home to America’s Sports Car produced
right there in Bowling Green.

Day-two will take B&B Tour
attendees to Chaney’s Dairy Barn,
where they will see first-hand a modern-
day dairy operation that includes a
restaurant/gift shop that offers home-
made ice cream. In fact, Chaney’s ice
cream has gained national attention
and was voted the number one ice
cream in Kentucky.

The final stop on this year's tour
is Jackson’s Orchard, a family owned
business in operation for the past 50 years.

Hilton said the tour allows fans to
be a part of the show in the real-time
settings while giving them a glimpse
into some of the many unique places
that call Kentucky home.

The 2017 Bluegrass  and
Backroads Tour will take place
September 28-29 with registration
beginning June 14. Seating is limited to
50 so Hilton is encouraging everyone
to register early.

For more information about
Bluegrass and Backroads Tour, go to
kyfb.com/bbtours17.
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Kentucky Farm Bureau
the Voice of Kentucky Agriculture

Our Mission
Farm Bureau is a voluntary organization of farm families and their allies dedicated to serving as the voice of agriculture by
identifying problems, developing solutions and taking actions which will improve net farm income, achieve better economic
opportunities and enhance the quality of life for all.

Our History

For nearly one hundred years, Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) has served as the "Voice of Kentucky Agriculture," representing
the interests of agricultural producers and rural'communities. The organization was founded at a meeting in Louisville, in
November 1919. With nearly 500,000 members, KFB is one of the largest Farm Bureaus in the nation.

Our Services

Kentucky Farm Bureau has established a reputation as an effective advocate for its members. Its information products and
member service programs are also well respected and highly successful.

Programs offered include Public Affairs, Farm Bureau Insurance and other member services, Women's Leadership
Activities, Ag in the Classroom, Safety, Health and Wellness, Theft Reward, Estate Planning, Commodity Market Information,
Scholarships, Certified Roadside Farm Markets and Young Farmers.

Our Executive Committee

q

Mark Haney

President, Kentucky Farm Bureau

Mark Haney has served as president
of the Kentucky Farm Bureau
Federation (KFB) and Kentucky Farm
Bureau Insurance Companies since
December 2008 and March 2009,
respectively, following three- years
as the first vice president and seven
years as second vice president of their
Executive Committees.

He is a member of the American
Farm Bureau Federation’s (AFB)
Executive Committee, a director of the
AFBF as arepresentative of the Southern
region and a director of Southern Farm

Bureau Life Insurance Company.

Mr. Haney is a past president of
the Pulaski County Farm Bureau and
the Kentucky Center for Cooperative
Development.

The Pulaski County native produces
apples, peaches, and beef cattle in
partnership with his brother, Don, near
Nancy, Kentucky. They also operate a
Farm Bureau Certified Roadside Farm
Market, selling fresh produce from-the
farm, as well as cider, jellies, baked
goods and other products.

Kentucky Farm Bureau serves
as the voice of agriculture and is the
largest ag advocacy organization in
the state, but more specifically, the
organization enhances a way of life in
the state from a variety of aspects; be
it legislatively, a protection of assets,
or advocating for the agriculture sector
and rural economies; it’s all about what
is best for Kentucky.

For many decades, KFB has been
a leader in helping communities when it
comes to education of youth, leadership
development, governmental issues,
economic  development endeavors,

and so much more and it begins in
these local communities through the
county Farm Bureau organizations and
a process which sets our policy and
priority ISSues.

Agriculture is the backbone of rural
Kentucky, as it is nationwide, and KFB
is there to fill a gap when it comes to
keeping issues of importance related
to the industry moving forward. But
agriculture affects everyone, not just
rural residents in farm communities. |
see our role in supporting agriculture’s
big picture as one that is based on a
locally-centered, democratic system we
have utilized as an organization since
we began in 1919. We may have an
issue that comes up with many different
directions available to reach a solution,
and through that democratic process
we move through those differences
to ultimately support what is best for
our state, our farm communities and
our rural economies. We want to be a
part of varied interests and commodiity
groups and them, a part of us.

It’s important to all of us to have a

'solid farm economy. KFB is recognized

both statewide and nationally as a very
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Agriculture is the
backbone of rural
Kentucky, as it is
nationwide, and KFB
is there to fill a gap
when it comes to
keeping issues of
importance related
to the industry
moving forward. But
agriculture affects
everyone, Not just
rural residents in farm
communities.
-Mark Haney
President, Kentucky
Farm Bureau

Strong organization, one of convictions,
clarity and fairness. And it’s because of
what we have done here, in Kentucky,
and through our vast membership of
more than 470,000 member families,
we are the fourth largest Farm Bureau
in the nation.

This strength allows us to be
noticed in what we say and stand for
when it comes to our issues and the
well-being of our communities both
rural and urban. By having that strong
voice nationally, we can be assured that
Kentucky will always have a seat at the
table during discussions and decisions
offederal policy as it relates to agriculture
and rural development. We have strong
leadership in our local communities and
a very talented staff which contribute to
this recognition.

But there is a role to play in issues
outside the realm of agriculture and
we support many, such as health and
safety, insurance matters, taxes, and
education. Our members take a stand
on issues they feel are important and
we will continue, for many years, to
take those stands while being tolerant
of other ideas, as well. It's something
we accept and embrace as part of our
democratic freedom.

Eddie Melton
First Vice-President
Eddie Melton serves as first vice-
president of KFB and Kentucky Farm
Bureau Insurance Companies.
He was elected as first vice

president in December 2010,
following two years as second vice
president of the Federation and one
year on the insurance company’s
executive committee.

Mr.  Melton represents District
Two as a member of the Federation’s
board of directors and is chair of both
the State Resolutions Committee and
Health Care Task Force.

He is an active member of
the Webster County Farm Bureau
where he has served in a variety
of leadership positions, including
president and chairman of the young
farmer committee. He also serves as a
director of Southern Farm Bureau Life
Insurance Company.

Mr. Melton produces corn,
soybeans and beef cattle on his
farming operations.

The policy process at KFB is a key
component in understanding who we
are as an organization and what issues
are important to us. Representing an
industry that affects all Kentuckians, our
policies are related to a number of topics
in addition to those directly related
to agriculture, including research,
environmental issues, transportation
and economic development, to name
a few.

Each year, policy resolutions
are channeled from county Farm
Bureaus to the state organization and
reviewed by advisory committees and
a Resolutions Committee comprised
of members from the 11 districts that
make up KFB across Kentucky.

During our state annual meeting,
the chosen recommendations are taken
to voting delegates who set forth our
policy for the coming year along with a
list of our upcoming priority issues. This
same process Is followed for national
policy, as well.

In keeping with the grassroots
origins of KFB, policy recommendations
are a critical component in allowing
county Farm Bureaus a voice in
what issues are supported by the
organization. These recommendations
really exemplify who we are as a farm
organization and what issues we
consider to be important. For instance,
education is one of the more prominent
topics in our policy book demonstrating
the importance our members place on
the subject. If our members recommend
a policy, it validates how important that
is to them. This system has been in
place for nearly a century and gives
a sense of ownership to those local
organizations in KFB as a whole.

If not for the input we see at the
county level, it's safe to say KFB
would not be the strong advocate for
agriculture that it is today. As more
and more people become farther
removed from the farm, it takes more
efforts to keep them informed and our
members, who are located from one
side of the state to the other, do just
that; help to educate the public on ag
matters with correct information. We
as farmers, should never apologize
for what we do but rather educate
the public with the actual facts and
information about the industry.

If not for the input we
see at the county
level, it's safe to say
KFB would not be the
strong advocate for
agriculture that it is
today.

-Eddie Melton

First Vice-President
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Fritz Giesecke
Second Vice-President

Fritz Giesecke serves as Second Vice
President of KFB and Kentucky Farm
Bureau Insurance Companies. He was
elected to the Executive Committee in
December 2010.

Mr. Giesecke represents District
Three on the Federation’s board while
serving as chair of the Beef Cattle
Advisory Committee and as a member of
the Health Care Task Force. In addition,
he serves on the Board of Directors
for the United States Meat Export
Federation representing KFB members.

He is an active member of the
Hart County Farm Bureau where he
has served in a variety of leadership
positions, including county president.
His cattle operation is located in Horse
Cave, Kentucky.

There is at least one county Farm
Bureau office located in each of the 120
counties of Kentucky, something that
makes the organization unique in that,
no matter where you live, be it in the
more rural areas of the state or in our
more urban areas, Farm Bureau has a
presence and is there to help better the
lives of each and every member.

Taking care of our members is
something KFB takes very seriously.
In fact, it is at the very core of our
existence. Having offices in each county
assures each member family they have
that connection to the organization as
a whole both at the state level but also
from a national perspective. When it
comes to agriculture advocacy, KFB
has long been a strong voice in policy
and priority issues for the AFB. This local
presence has helped KFB become a
strong advocate for farm communities
here and in some respects for all the
country. This strength is not only

critical to those rural area economies
but also to the state’s overall economic
well-being.

Local Farm Bureaus are at the
heart of creating policy and priority
issues that are reviewed and refined
annually. We have seen many initiatives
move forward to become organizational
programs and even laws because of the
involvement that begins at the county
level. Often an idea arises first in our
local communities whether it is related
to a farmer trying to protect his or her
livestock, a tax issue or something
regarding natural resources such as
adequate water supplies. Having a
presence at that county level ensures
issues, no matter where they might
arise in the state, will be heard.

When it comes to
agriculture advocacy,
KFB has long been a
strong voice in policy
and priority issues for
the AFB. This local
presence has helped
KFB become a strong
advocate for farm
communities here
and in some respects
for all the country.
This strength is not
only critical to those
rural area economies
but also to the state’s
overall economic well-
being.

-Fritz Giesecke
Second Vice-President

David S. Beck

Executive Vice-President

David S. Beck began serving as
executive vice president for KFB on
January 1, 1995. In this position he
has overall administrative responsibility
for KFB’s programs and services, and
he manages the organization's staff
and its finances.

Starting his career with KFB in May
1977 as an area field service director
in central Kentucky, Mr. Beck was
named to the chief executive officer's
position by the Kentucky Farm Bureau
Board of Directors, following 12 years
of service as director of governmental
affairs and assistant to the executive
vice president.

He is also serving as corporate
secretary for the Kentucky Farm
Bureau Insurance Companies and
is a member of itheir. Executive
Management Team.

In addition to his service to many
civic and church organizations, in 1992
he was selected Outstanding Agriculture
Alumnus of the Year by the Murray State
University (MSU) Agriculture  Alumni
Association and in 2016 was selected
as a Distinguished Alumni by the Murray
State Alumni Association.

KFB got its start in much the same
way as other state Farm Bureaus,
by way of business groups and
organizations who knew the value in a
strong agriculture community and how
valuable that farm economy was to the
overall well-being of those states, as a
whole. At the same time farmers were
looking for an organization that could
help with issues that were important
to them. The local businesses and
chambers of commerce knew that if
'the farm community did well so did the
business community.
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In the early 1900’s the Louisville
Board of Trade teamed with the
Kentucky Bankers Association to create
a strategic plan for the future of Kentucky.
Meetings were held around the state
and a plan containing several ideas was
developed including the creation of a
farm organization to represent agriculture
and improve net farm income. KFB was
created in 1919 and was one of the first
states to be involved in creating the AFB.

To this day, even though KFB is led
by farmers, we have good relationships
with the business community because it
takes all of us to move Kentucky forward.

Even in the early days of the
organization, the need for member
benefits was recognized and creating
those benefits became a priority.
Insurance was hard to come by in
rural Kentucky back then, including
insurance for health and protection of
assets. This need continued through
the 1920’s and 1930’s.

But, in the 1940’s we partnered
with a new company called Blue Cross
for health care while working with other
state Farm Bureaus that already had
these types of insurance benefits to get
property and casualty assistance for
Kentucky members. Eventually those
insurance benefits would grow from
protecting just livestock to covering
farms, homes, automobiles and the
rest is history.

Today, KFB Member Services
works extensively to identify needs of
member families so benefits can be
added or modified to fit those needs.
Benefits for the farm, for the home;
identity theft, security, health, travel,
automobiles and banking are an
example of what KFB does to assist its
member families in making their lives
better. Member services have helped to
stabilize membership of which we have
had consistent growth for over 50 years
in this state.

Time after time the process of
discovering a situation or an idea
through local Farm Bureaus, advisory
committee meetings or at annual
meeting gatherings, has led to solutions,
new regulations or even new laws and
it has worked well for Kentucky and the
member families we represent.

Some examples that stand out
include the Farmland Assessment
Constitutional ~ amendment ~ which

has had a tremendous impact on the
protection of farmland. House Bill 44,
which was passed in 1979, contains a
provision that limits annual revenue from
property taxes to no more than a four
percent hike plus new growth. This law
benefits every property owner whether
on a farm or in an urban area. In the
1980’s there were problems with grain
elevator bankruptcies but thanks to a
new law supported by KFB, there is now
a farmer financed, state government
administered insurance for grain;, and
this year, KFB was Instrumental in
getting House Bill 529 passed, which
will create the Kentucky Water Resource
Board to help water related issues in a
proactive way.

At the federal level, we've been
involved in every Farm Bill and not just
the language but the implementation of
the bill as well as working with the EPA
upon its creation on matters such as
protection of wetlands.

We've also been involved at both
the state and federal levels in the
development of tax policies, positive
ground water and water quality
legislation, the tobacco quota buyout
and implementation of the Kentucky
Agricultural  Development  Board,
environment issues and advocacy for
better roads.

And these are just a few of the many
initiatives in which KFB involvement
helped to bring about positive change
for all Kentuckians.

While we are a farm organization,
so much of what KFB does affects all
Kentuckians. Issues and ideas of which
our members support are important
to them whether it is education,
transportation, taxes or environmental
policy. All KFB policies are member
driven and we encourage participation
at all levels of the organization.

A couple of great examples of our
initiatives that have benefited so many
include our scholarship foundation
and the tradition of our Country Ham
Breakfast and Auction held each year
at the state fair.

Since 1958, approximately 1,637
scholarships worth over $2.53 million
dollars have been awarded to Kentucky
students by the KFB Education
Foundation.

The annual Country Ham
Breakfast & Auction has enabled KFB to

help raise nearly $10 million for dozens
of Kentucky charities, educational
institutions and non-profit organizations
through the 52-year history of the
auction. All money raised through this
event is donated directly to the charity
of the winning bidder’s choice.

Above all, KFB is Kentucky and our
members Kentuckians. A good, strong,
viable agriculture sector helps build and
strengthen our rural communities and
benefits all.

Today, KFB Member
Services works
extensively to identify
needs of member
families so benefits
can be added or
Mmodified to fit those
needs. Benefits for
the farm, for the
home; identity theft,
security, health,
travel, automobiles
and banking are an
example of what
KFB does to assist
its member families
in making their lives
better. Memlber
services have
helped to stabilize
membership of
which we have had
consistent growth for
over 50 years in this
state.

-David S. Beck

Executive Vice-President
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Agricultural Act of 2014, aka the Farm

colleagues, being a farmer and former
Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner. He

Bill, doesn’t list Title 6, Rural Economy

and Development, separately; it falls

within the “Other” category which
represents several programs and one
percent of the total bill’s budget.

But the significance of adequate
rural development is vital to the
farm economy as well as the overall
economy, said Kentucky Farm Bureau
President Mark Haney.

The rural economy of
the Second District is
driven by agriculture
and farmers. Farm
Bureau members are
deeply involved in
their communities in
many ways and are
the best advocates
for local farmers.

-Brett Guthrie

“In a state like Kentucky, where
so many of the communities are small
and rural in nature, the farm economy
is crucial to the well-being of the
state’s total economic outlook,” he

said. “Our rural communities serve as
the backbone of our local, state and
national economies and keeping those
communities alive and well is not just a
wish or hope; it is a necessity.”

Haney, who also serves on the
Executive Committee of the American
Farm Bureau Federation, has been
involved in discussions of the next
farm bill at that level, prompting him to
encourage the creation of Kentucky Farm
Bureau’s Farm Bill Discussion Group.

The group is composed of
committees that have been holding
meetings across the state involving
commodity leaders, local producers and
government agriculture representatives
all in an effort to bring forth unified
recommendations when debate over
the next bill occurs.

“Inlooking at the big picture, the entire
farm billis really about rural development.
The nation’s food, and much of the food
supply in the world, relies on the success
of our farm families,” said Haney. “Our
rural communities must stay vibrant in
order to maintain the supply as well as
provide for fuel and fiber needs which
come from the farm.”

Kentucky is poised to have a strong
voice as debates begin at the federal level
concerning the contents of the next farm
bill with Congressional representation in
critical areas including the House and
Senate Agriculture Committees and
appropriation committees.

Congressman Brett  Guthrie,
Kentucky’s 2nd District representative

recently held two meetings to hear from
local farmers about what they feel is
working in the current farm legislation
and what is not.

He said meeting with local farmers
and Farm Bureau members is a good
way to hear what is needed when it
comes to this bill.

“The rural economy of the Second
District is driven by agriculture and
farmers. Farm Bureau members are
deeply involved in their communities in
many ways and are the best advocates
for local farmers,” he said.

Guthrie added that because so
many people including lawmakers don’t
come from farming backgrounds, it's
important to learn of the needs of farm
families and small rural businesses in
order to have a better understanding of
what provisions should be included in
the next farm bill.

“At today’s meetings | heard
firsthand about not just overall farm
policy but the specific details regarding
how these programs are working for
Kentucky farmers,” he said. “While
we are just starting our work on the
next farm bill in this Congress, | think
we are on track to be able to get the
reauthorization passed on time.”

Guthrie recently met with House
Agriculture  Committee  Chair Mike
Conaway to discuss the bill. He said
listening to local farmers and ag leaders
provided valuable information to relay to
the Chairman about what’s working in
the bill and what'’s not.
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has first-hand knowledge of the farm
bill and what these rural development
programs mean to farming communities.

Comer said without the Farm Bill
the average farmer doesn’t have the
tools he needs to effectively manage
the risks inherent to farming that are out
of his hands, such as the weather.

“Without those tools, you'll see
many farmers get out of agriculture.
Without those farmers the businesses
in rural communities will be hit, from
the seed dealer to the grocery store,”
he said. “The compounding effects
would devastate rural communities
and force more and more rural
Americans, especially young people,
out of their communities.”

One of the issues at hand with
this farm bill and those in the past is
funding. Comer said rural communities
are already at a disadvantage when it
comes to getting federal dollars.

“They lack the resources, such as full
staffs dedicated to getting federal dollars,
that big cities have,” he said. “Infrastructure
projects in rural areas are usually smaller,
less costly, and don't affect as many
people so they can be overlooked in the
fight for limited federal resources. That's
why it's important to have programs
dedicated to helping rural communities.”

It's also important to engage with
legislators and others outside of the
rural community early and often to help
those without farming backgrounds
to understand the important of farm
communities and why this bil affects
everyone, noted Comer.
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MSU’S BREATHITT VETERINARY CENTER

urray State University’s (MSU)
new Breathitt Veterinary
Center was recently

dedicated as a capacity crowd of
collegiate, government and agriculture
leaders gathered marking the occasion.

The new 77,000-square-foot facility,
located in Hopkinsville,is one of the most
modern animal diagnostic veterinarian
labs in the country with 53,000 square
feet of diagnostic space and the only
Biosafety Level Il suite for veterinary
use in Kentucky. The center is also
accredited by the American Association
of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians
and is part of the National Animal Health
Laboratory Network.

Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB)
worked to help secure funding for the
project making it one of its priority
issues from the onset of discussions
about the new center.

KFB  Executive  Vice-President
David S. Beck addressed the audience
providing a history of the center from its
earliest days which began in 1967 to the

Gov. Matt Bevin presents an official written acclamation to the Breathitt Veterinary
Center Director Dr. Debbie Reed and MSU President Robert Davies.

MSU’s New Breathitt Veterinary Center

dedication of the new facility. He said of
the event, it was a great day for MSU
and a great day for Kentucky agriculture.

“Kentucky Farm Bureau has been
involved since day-one from a policy
standpoint and it has been a priority
on our legislative agenda to seek the
funding necessary to bring this about,”
said Beck. “This facility does a lot for
Kentucky. In addition to being involved
in animal disease diagnostics, it also
has an impact on human health and
economic development.

Beck pointed out the growth of
the livestock industry in Kentucky,
especially the poultry sector and how
beneficial the lab has been in helping to
build that industry.

“This lab was key in making that
opportunity come about and not
only does it lend itself to assisting the
livestock producers from an economic
development perspective, it serves as a
facility that will make sure we are on top
of any kind of disease that could impact
our huge agriculture industry.”

Kentucky Governor Matt Bevin
attended the ceremony reiterating to
the crowd how important this center
is and will be to the Commonwealth
in safeguarding its animal agriculture
industry. He also read an official written
acclamation presented to the Breathitt
Veterinary Center Director Dr. Debbie
Reed and MSU President Robert Davies
recognizing the center and its many
functions in aiding the veterinarian and
agriculture industries.

Agriculture  Commissioner Ryan
Quarles also participated in the
ceremony. He said the new center uses
state-of-the-art facilities and equipment
to provide vital services for Kentucky’s
livestock and poultry producers.

“As large and small animal
agriculture continues to play an
important role in the economic health
of Kentucky, having a facility like this
gives us a distinct advantage,” said
Quarles. “The Breathitt Veterinary
Center helps protect our industry
from foreign animal disease and
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MSU’S BREATHITT VETERINARY CENTER

A host of collegiate, government and agriculture leaders participated
in the ribbon cutting ceremony at the Breathitt Veterinary Center.

Breathitt Veterinary Center. Photo courtesy of Murray State University.

This facility is an
important part of
Murray State but

we couldn’t have
done this on our
own. If it hadn’t been
for the partnership
with Kentucky Farm
Bureau, we wouldn’t
be standing here
talking about it today.

-Dr. Tony Brannon

provides diagnostic services to enable
producers and veterinarians to care for
their animals. Kentucky’s investment in
this new laboratory will pay off many
times over.”

Dr. Tony Brannon, Dean of MSU’s
Hutson School of Agriculture said the
new center will serve in many capacities

including educational, agricultural and
economic development aspects.

“The new building has served
as a great impetus for the further
development of the animal industry
in Kentucky and the protection of our
food supply, as well,” he said. “This
facility was designed by the people
who previously designed all the new
veterinarian diagnostic labs, and we
have the newest and most state-of-
the-art. But the facility is only part of
it; you've got to have good people.
We have good leadership under Dr.
Reed and give homage to Dr. Wade
Northington, our former director.”

Brannon also noted how important
partnerships have been in making the
new center a reality.

“This facility is an important part
of Murray State but we couldn’t have
done this on our own. If it hadn’t been
for the partnership with Kentucky Farm
Bureau, we wouldn’t be standing here
talking about it today,” he said.

Northington, who served as the
director of the center from 2004 until
2015, said upon taking the director’s

job at the previous center, it was readily
apparent it had become obsolete.

“It really became my passion to
pursue getting the funding in order to
replace that facility with this beautiful,
state-of-the-art, most modern laboratory
facility in North America,” he said. “But
it was very much a learning process for
me about how to start to build the broad
level of support that it was going to take.”

Northington, added that one of the
first groups approached to help get this
done was KFB.

“Kentucky Farm Bureau is the
voice of agriculture in this state and
certainly has a long-standing, respected
presence in the legislature,” he said.
“They were able to provide us with wise
council about how to present this project
to help people understand the value and
importance of what we were trying to
accomplish. We really would not have
been where we are today without the
help and assistance from them.”

While animal health and education
are paramount in the mission of the
Breathitt Veterinary Center, its presence
in West Kentucky will be a benefit
to the economic well-being of rural
development and job opportunities.

“This facility will be a magnet to
attract jobs and economic development
of other types of industries. It can
serve agriculture but other areas, too,”
said Beck. “That would improve our
economy ultimately providing jobs that
would help keep families on the farm
and improve net farm income. We are
excited about that and | believe with
a favorable tax policy, less regulations
and more partnerships we can see
some good things for Kentucky.”
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Snapshots of County Farm Bureau activities

BOONE COUNTY

KFB’s Joe Claxon, left, and
Tim Alexander, Agency
Manager of the Florence
Office presented Blake
Berry with a Boone County
Farm Bureau scholarship.

BOONE COUNTY

KFB’s Joe Claxon, left, and
Tim Alexander, Agency
Manager of the Florence
Office presented Savannah
Allen with a Boone County
Farm Bureau scholarship.

.
e o o

BULLITT COUNTY
Bullitt County Farm Bureau hosted their annual Ag Field
Day. Nearly 400 third graders were able to enjoy multiple

ag workshops.

FAYETTE COUNTY

Fayette County Agency
Manage Jim Knight retired
from the Clays Mill agency.
Pictured from left:Sean
Millard Fayette County Farm
Bureau President, Sue
Knight and, Jim Knight.

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Franklin County Farm Bureau Legislative
Appreciation Dinner.

GARRARD COUNTY

For over 30 vyears the
Garrard ~ County  Farm
Bureau Federation has
offered a college scholarship
to high school seniors.

This year's recipient was Mary Katherine Oberman,
who will attend Centre College in the fall and major in
Biochemistry. Mary Katherine is the daughter of Tyler and
Tawnya Oberman of Lancaster.

LEWIS COUNTY

Lewis County Farm Bureau Agency Manager Rex
Elam and Women's Chair Jennifer Meadows, who also
represented Rips Farm Center, met with Suzanne Pick's
class at Tollesboro Elementary. The fourth grade students
were given a copy of local artist Mitch Tolle's book: The
Most Wonderful Dream, written and lllustrated by him,
for Kentucky Farm Bureau is a beautiful story about the
Value of hard work and the nobility of farmers. All fourth
graders in the county received the book donated by
Lewis County Farm Bureau and Rip's Farm Center.
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PULASKI COUNTY

David Taylor, Vice-President of Pulaski County Farm
Bureau, presents a scholarship to Evan Brinson at
Somerset High School's Honors Night. Brinson was the
recipient of one of four $1,200.00 scholarships awarded
by the county Farm Bureau.

ROBERTSON COUNTY

Robertson County Farm Bureau hosted a legislative
appreciation dinner at Blue Licks State Park May 4. They
honored former State Representative Mike Denham
for his years of service to his district. Pictured from left
are: KFB Executive Vice-President David S. Beck, Troy
Martin, Robertson County FB president, Rep. Denham,
and KFB President Mark Haney.

ROCKCASTLE COUNTY

Rockcastle  County Farm  Bureau scholarship
presentation From left to right: Garry Hurst, Rockcastle
Farm Bureau Federation Vice President; Jonah Pillion;
Allyssa Bustle; Madelyn Bullen; Ari-Anna  Lawson;
Terry Lawson, Rockcastle Co Farm Bureau Federation
President. Each scholarship was for $400.

SHELBY COUNTY

Shelby County Farm Bureau, Simpsonville office ribbon
cutting held April 24.

SHELBY COUNTY

Shelby County Farm Bureau Beef Day. Pictured from
left are: Jack Trumbo, Shelby County director and
Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles.

TRIMBLE COUNTY

Trimble County Farm Bureau board member Traci
Heveline presented county scholarships of $1000 each
at the school awards program. Pictured are County
President Jerry Oak with John Michael Sachleben and
Corbin Thornsberry..
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KFB CANDID CONVERSATION

FB  Candid  Conversation
B presents a discussion about

the topical issues facing the
agricultural industry in a question and
answer format with a member of the
agricultural community. In this column,
Adam Hinton of Hinton Mills discusses
the importance of rural communities
and the farms and businesses that
make up those rural economies. Hinton
Mills is a multi-generation owned farm
and feed supply business with five
locations in three counties.

What is some of the history of
Hinton Mills?

We've been in business for nearly
100 years. It was started in 1918 by my
great grandfather Frank L. Hinton in
Goddard, Kentucky. A few short years
later he and my great grandmother
took over the Plummers Landing
location, which was started by his
uncle O.L. Hinton as a wagon spoke
factory. There was this rich history of
agriculture in the family even before
our business started. Over the years,
an employee or two would be added
along with additional store sites until we
grew to have 50 employees working in
five locations to serve the agriculture
community six days a week. We rest
on Sunday and get up and do it again
the next day. While the businesses
are located in three counties, we have
regular deliveries all over the region. |
feel like we have been able to make a
difference in the agriculture industry in
a much wider area than ever before.

Do you think the small town
atmosphere lends itself to rural
community businesses?

For rural businesses, one of the
key things to success is having repeat
customers who are satisfied and tell
their neighbors. That is how we have
grown over the last century. Growing
through word of mouth has worked
really well for us is, the ag community
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as a whole, and rural communities
in general. Growing through word
of mouth, it's the true definition of
grassroots. Historically and still today
rural businesses are dependent on their
neighbors. That sense of neighbor and
community is strong in these smaller
areas. We are dependent on the
loyalty of these folks, our customers.
Loyalty, community and neighbor are
important words to Hinton Mills, and
agriculture in general we are really glad
to be a part of that.

Farming is primarily a family
business, as often is the case with
rural businesses. What has family
meant to this business?

I'm one of three brothers who
represent the fourth generation in the
business and we bring three different
perspectives to the business. We all
had similar upbringings, living in Fleming
County, going to the same schools and
college, but after that we began to get
diverse perspectives. | moved away and
worked at an aeronautical university in
Florida; my older brother Matt moved
away and got his MBA and worked in
the manufacturing industry; and Nathan
came to work here straight out of college.
| think we all have brought something
unique and positive to the table with
different views. But we have also kept
traditions started by generations gone
by like celebrating birthdays with our
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employees by letting them have that day
off. Being away was something good
but every time | came home, there was
something pulling me back. | wanted to
be a part of my grandparents’ lives and
family. Another thing was the rural and
agriculture lifestyle. | missed that and
there’s no place like home. But we also
saw the work my dad was doing and how
it was positively impacting the business
and community, it made it exciting to
think about being a part of that.

How important are rural businesses
to the farm communities they serve
and beyond?

The things that Hinton Mills stands
for are the same things found in every
business in every small town throughout
America. You'll find people who care
about their community, they care about
their neighbors, they care about their
employees, and they care about their
families. The business owners are at
every town function that they are asked to
participate in. They are behind the scenes
of many things happing in those small
towns - like little leagues, events with the
local fire departments or local fundraisers
for someone who is sick or going through
hard times. These folks are passionate
about their communities. They live their
value system in their work. That is what
has built America and the existence
of that kind of mentality will continue to
make America great in the future.

If you could send a message to
USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue, who
also hails from a small town, what
would that be?

In borrowing a statement from
Warren Beeler, head of the Governor’s
Office of Agricultural Policy, | would say,
you really don’t have to do anything for
us; just don’t do anything to us. The
message is to let agriculture keep doing
what we do. | don’t think we need lots
of special favors but we don’t need over
regulation. There’s no one who cares
more about their livestock, the ground
in which they grow crops, and the
people who are our friends, neighbors
and consumers than farmers and
their farming communities. Agriculture
communities have historically done a
good job and are still doing so today.
Can we get better? Absolutely. Are
there some things the government can

The things that Hinton Mills stands for are the
same things found in every business in every
small town throughout America. You'll find
people who care about their community, they
care about their neighbors, they care about their
employees, and they care about their families.

do to help? Yes. However, | believe

government can best help agriculture
by letting us do what we do best. There
are programs to help rural communities
found in the current Farm Bill and while

-Adam Hinton

dollars are short, | would say at the very
least, don’t cut programs for agriculture
and farm communities. Keep in minad,
no matter where you live, all of us need
food. It is a necessity.
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BLUEGRASS AND BACKROADS

Dohn and Dohn Gardens

A Louisville farm that has become a part of the Churchill Downs tradition.

e

Local high school students help with packaging
the mint that will go to Churchill Downs.

or nearly 90 years, the Dohn
F family has operated a farm once

located on the outskirts of South
Louisville. While the farm hasn’t moved,
the city has, to the point that Dohn
and Dohn Gardens is now nestled in
a neighborhood in Louisville’s Pleasure
Ridge Park community. However, the
neighbors don’t seem to mind especially
since one of the main crops grown
by Dohn is mint. And it’s not just any
mint but the variety that goes to storied
Churchill Downs and used throughout
their racing season including Derby Day.

Bill Dohn, who took over the business
from his father said it's a good feeling to
be associated with such a highly visible
and historic event but he is just carrying
on a family tradition in the place where
it all began.

“My dad and grandfather moved here
in 1930 and at one time there was more
than 60 acres to the farm. | remember
when only five houses were visible from
the farm,” he said. “Over the years it was
sold off and by the time | was in high
school, my dad was down to 10 acres.”

Farming was not on Dohn'’s radar at
that time. He said he and his brother
had worked the farm all of their lives
and continuing was not something he
had planned on. But after he graduated
from college, and meeting his future
wife, he reconsidered and came back
to the farm to work with his father.

“It was my decision to do it which
made all the difference in the world
to me, mentally,” said Dohn. “And we
got along great. It was an extremely
good partnership.”

Dohn would eventually buy out
his dad’s portion of the business and
he has continued to this day. Over
the years Dohne has grown different
vegetables along with the mint. Today
he grows mostly kale, collard greens
and other herbs.

Dohn has sold to a variety of
customers during his time on the farm

Bill Dohn speaks to a visiting group.

the plant but he has been able to enlist
the help of local high school students
to help, many of them working their first
jobs on the farm.

He notes that most of his neighbors
know the operation is in the middle of
their neighborhood but occasionally he
will find someone who is amazed that
his farm is located in the city. But urban

It’s fun to know that you are a part of it
and | have been for 30-some years.
There are not a lot of farmers who supply
anybody that many years.

including local venues, Kroger and
currently to Champion Pet Foods but
the one customer that has likely brought
the most attention is Churchill Downs.

That relationship began in the early
1980s when the person providing
mint to the track became ill. Dohn
volunteered to cut his crop, which was
to be delivered to Churchill, for him.

Eventually Dohn bought the contacts
from that business upon the owners
passing making his farm the sole provider
of mint to the Downs and the mint of
choice for the famous Mint Juleps.

“I've been supplying Churchill Downs
all these years but there is a lot of work
to it. | have to have a mint that looks
right all season long. We are constantly
weeding and constantly preparing for
the next crop to come along,” he said.

Dohn laughs when he says the hard
work is probably why no one else grows

-Bill Dohn

agriculture isn’t necessarily a new thing.

Projects of different sorts have begun
all across the country and there are even
some support programs to help these
urban endeavors be successful. But
Dohn doesn’t really see his farm as an
urban farm. It just happens to be where
it always was and the city came to him.

He also doesn’t make too much of
his place in Derby Day history as putting
the “mint” into the Mint Julep, but he
enjoys being a part of that history.

“It's fun to know that you are a part
of it and | have been for 30-some years.
There are not a lot farmers who supply
anybody that many years,” he said.

Bill Dohn says he is looking forward
to retiring in a few years but for now he
will continue to grow something special,
in a unique setting, as part of a tradition
that is truly Kentucky born but known all
over the world.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
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c ommunity service has always
been at the heart of FFA since
its beginning and nowhere
was that more evident than recently
at Nelson County High School (NCHS)
where the FFA chapter held an event to
help feed the county’s hungry.

Meals of Hope is a national initiative
that brings together community
organizations and individuals to pack
food boxes for those suffering from
food deficiencies.

e

- -.- B Local volunteers worked to pack 40,000 meals that went to local food pantries.

-~

Nelson Cbﬁnty FFA and Meals of Hope

Nelson County FFA  Chapter
President Martin Williamsfirst discovered
the program while participating at an
event in Washington, D.C. during an
FFA leadership conference.

“Meals of Hope is a non-profit
organization looking to reduce hunger
in local communities. | wanted to try
this event at our high school in order to
reduce the number of hungry individuals
within our community,” he said.

In Nelson County alone, Wiliams

said there are more than 6,400 people
who are food insecure and in reaching
out to the local food pantries, a
decision was made to host the Meals
of Hope event.

“We were able to raise $10,000 to
pay for the 40,000 meals we packed
which will go directly to our food
pantries,” he said.

The money was raised through
various efforts throughout the
community but Williams said he
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thinks the biggest contributors were
just local individuals who felt the
need to help.

The Nelson County High School gym
was turned into an operations center on
the day of meal packing which brought
more than 100 community members and
leaders, along with FFA members from
other chapters together to help make the
event a success. Amazingly, the system
is set up so efficiently that the 40,000
meals can be packed in two hours.

Matthew Durfee, is the representative
from Meals of Hope who worked to
help Nelson County participate in
the program. He said the non-profit’s
primary focus is to find community
organizations and members who want

Hunger has always
been known as a
silent epidemic and
there are some of the
Kids at schools that
suffer with hunger, so
this kind of program
provides a means for
them to get food and
support if they need it.

-Matthew Durfee

to provide for those in the communities
in need of food assistance.

“Hunger has always been known
as a silent epidemic and there are
some of the kids at schools that suffer
with hunger, so this kind of program
provides a means for them to get food
and support if they need it,” he said.

Durfee added that it is surprising
how many first time participants will
commit to this activity again once they
have been a part of it.

Mike Glass, one of the agriculture
education teachers at NCHS said in
seeing how involved his students were
in similar events led to the Meals of
Hope coming to Nelson County.

“This is the best two hours anyone
will ever spend, packing 40,000 meals
for our food banks,” he said. “We
want to make a positive impact on our
community and we thought this was the

best way to do it and our students have
shown up in a big way.”

Glass also said many of the
students as well as some parents
were surprised to discover how big
the need is, right there at home, for
food assistance.

Makenzie Thomas, who is also
an agriculture education teacher at
NCHS, said this event is a chance to
give back to the community that is very
supportive of FFA.

“I think the one thing that has gotten
our students to really buy into this is
knowing (the food) is going back to our
local food banks,” she said. “Something
they may not realize is that a lot of
people who will take these meals may

be their classmates.”

Thomas added that something
else which has been surprising to the
students has been the tremendous
support shown by the community
through sponsorships.

Williams  put everything into
perspective by saying it really hits
him hard to know there are fellow
students coming to school who don’t
know where their next meal is going to
come from.

“l thought, what better way to help
them out than to pack these meals,”
he said.

To seemore about the Meals for Hope
program at NCHS, go to https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=0svoujpqZSk.

ATTENTION:

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

and your neighbors farms all year long.

new Case IH tractors and equipment!”

ON FARMALL® C, U & J SERIES TRACTORS, MAXXUM® & FARMALL®
100A SERIES TRACTORS, LARGE SQUARE BALERS & SP WINDROWERS

ELIZABETHTOWN
JACOBI SALES INC.
800-730-2655
jacobisales.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & RAGRI-POWER
800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & RAGRI-POWER
800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.
800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

wned by the American Farm Bureau

merica LLC. w

The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm

Today, membership can save you up to $500 on

SAVE *300

ON FARMALL® COMPACT A & B SERIES TRACTORS, ROUND & SMALL SQUARE
BALERS, DISC MOWER CONDITIONERS, SICKLE MOWER CONDITIONERS

SAVE *500

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

nd are used by CNH America LLC

Print your certificate today!”
Visit fbverify.com/CaselH

*A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must

be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery
to receive the incentive discount. Farm Bureau Members can
download a certificate at www.FBVerify.com/caseih. Not a Farm
Bureau member? Reach out to your state Farm Bureau to join today.
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KENTUCKY AGRICULTURE AND NATIONAL AG ISSUES

Kentucky Agriculture Well-Positioned
to Have a Voice in National Ag Issues

he state’s agricultural industry
I may well be in its best position
ever when it comes to having
a say in agriculture issues facing the
country’s farm families. With solid
agriculture advocates in Kentucky’s
federal  Congressional  delegation,
a coming together of commodity
groups to discuss the next Farm Bill,
and leadership through organizations
like Kentucky Farm Bureau, the
Commonwealth’s ag sector stands
ready to address issues and policies
affecting the industry at all levels.

Kentucky also has an agriculture
commissioner who has gained national
attention for his advocacy efforts on
a number of industry related topics
from addressing hunger problems to
promoting the Kentucky Proud brand.

In a recent interview with Kentucky
Farm Bureau News, Commissioner
Ryan Quarles discussed a number of
issues facing farm families and how
well positioned the state is to have a
role in addressing those issues.

“The Kentucky farmer is a story of
efficiency; a story of hard work and it’s
a story about small-town America,”
he said. “I'm so proud to represent
an industry that has a $45 billion
economic impact.”

That impact includes approximately
$6 billion in cash receipts annually, which
rose during a time when the rest of the
country was limping through a tough
recession. That growth was helped
by investments and diversification
efforts made possible by the Kentucky
Agricultural Development Fund that has
sent half of tobacco settlement dollars
back into the industry.

And while diversification has
certainly bolstered the farm economy,
research efforts, that go back many
years, have also helped solidify the
state’s ag industry as a leader in
many areas.

“Kentucky continues to be the
epicenter for major research whether
it is the invention of no-till corn or the
adoption of conservation practices
early on in Kentucky that helped get

the rest of America out of the Dust
Bowl, it's our agriculture industry
that continues to lead the way,” said
Quarles who grew up on a small
family farm.

Along with the Commonwealth’s
rich history of leadership in the ag
industry, there are now many leaders
at the federal level who have an
understanding of agriculture is really
all about.

“We have a new USDA Secretary
(Sonny Perdue) who understands
agriculture very well and we have had
a lot of conversations with him about
the priorities for Kentucky agriculture
including an emphasis on trade
andaccess to labor,” said Quarles.
“But also to remind people, we as a
farm community stick together and we
want to make sure that we do what'’s
best for agriculture and | think the

Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles.

Secretary will play a key role between
agriculture and the Whitehouse to
make sure as trade negotiations or
regulatory review occurs, we have
good representation.”

Along with  Perdue, the new
Environmental Protection ~ Agency
Secretary Scott Pruitt is a Kentuckian and
has been given the task of unclogging
the arteries of the American economy.

“He actually spent some time
on a tobacco farm when he was
growing up. He’s somebody that
understands rural Kentucky and
someone I've had some one-on-one
meetings with since he assumed
office,” said Quarles. “We are seeing
an EPA Secretary who is responsive
and understands the appropriate
relationship between the environment
and our farm land owners.”

The Commissioner also pointed
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out the strength of Kentucky’s
Congressional leaders, some of
whom are in key positions related to
agriculture and revenue along with the
Majority Leader of the Senate.

“Not in modern history that | know
of has Kentucky been so well positioned
to have a voice in national agricultural
issues,” he said. “I think it is a testament
to how successful our federal delegation
is but also how they interact with us on
the state level. We are fortunate tohave a
very strong Kentucky General Assembly
with a lot of strong agricultural leaders
who understand how Kentucky can be
positioned to help on the national level.”

With a farm bill that will soon be
discussed in Washington and as
issues such as international trade, farm
labor, regulatory control and proposed
budget cuts are facing farm families
today, being in a position to be heard is
vital to the state and the industry.

“It'simportant to realize that we may
not get all that we want 100 percent
of the time, but we’ve got some folks
in Washington who understand rural
America and understand Kentucky,”
said Quarles.

» If you’re a

Kentucky Farm Bureau
Member register for
your FREE classified
ad with a FREE photo!
Learn more at
kyfb.com/federation/
member-benefits/

CLASSIFIEDS

Sign up at Farm2Ranch.com and place
your free classified ad, visit the business
directory, check out news & so much more.

As a member of Kentucky Farm Bureau,
you and your family are eligible for exclusive
American Hearing Benefits™

Take advantage of your member discounts now:

% Discounts on today’s latest technology, including hearing aids
and tinnitus options

@ FREE annual hearing consultations

@i¢ Access to a nationwide network of 3,000+ hearing professionals
[ FREE one-year supply of batteries (40 cells per hearing aid purchased)
One year of free office visits (/imit of six)

@ 60-day trial period™

é FREE Deluxe Warranty Plan, including loss and damage”

s$$ Financing plans available (subject to credit approval)

g

Call (888) 815-1694 to schedule your
FREE CONSULTATION and receive your discounts.

www.americanhearingbenefits.com/partners/KFB

€American

A Starkey Hearing Technologies Program

Patient benefits may vary by contract type. **Professional service fees may appl 2017 Starke earing Technologies. All Rights Reserved. 6/1 AD2810-02-EE-HB
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Stop and Buy Local

WEST KENTUCKY

Blue Boy Lawn, Landscaping & Garden Center

Madisonville 270-821-7476
Broadbent Gourmet Market & Deli
Kuttawa broadbenthams.com 270-388-0609

Brumfield Farm Market
Madisonville brumfieldfarmmarket.com 270-821-2721

Cardwell Family Farm
Morgantown 270-999-0976

Cates Farm

Henderson catesfarmky.com  270-823-6150
Cecil Farms Produce
Owenshoro  CecilFarmsPD.com  270-929-1445

Country Fresh Meats & Farmers Market

Sturgis countryfreshsturgis.com 270-333-0280
Father’s Country Ham

Bremen fatherscountryhams.com 270-525-3554
Happy Hollow Farms

Calhoun 270-499-3774

Jim David Meats
Uniontown  premiumkentuckyfarms.com 270-822-4366
Lola Nursery & Produce, LLC

Salem 270-704-1557
Metcalfe Landscaping

Madisonville 270-821-0350
P & H Cattle Company

Eddyville pandhcattieco.com  270-625-0610

Poore’s Nursery & Farms
Russellville 270-542-4828
Reid's Orchard
Owensboro reidorchard.com  270-685-2444
Rooster's Beef Sales, LLC
Madisonville  roostersheef.com  270-836-8250
The Country Barn
Elkton 270-885-4843

The Market @ Hill View Farms Meats, LLC
Owensboro  hillviewfarmsmeats.com 270-929-0558

Trunnell’s Farm Market & Deli
Owensboro  trunnellsfarmmarket.com 270-733-2222

Trunnell's Farm Market & Family Fun-Acre
Utica trunnellsfarmmarket.com 270-733-2222

Zook's Produce
Herndon

SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY

Baldwin Farms

Richmond baldwinfarmsky.com 859-582-5785
Berrylicious Orchard
Woodburn 270-392-0211
Burnett Farms
Somerset 606-679-4030

Chaney’s Dairy Barn & Restaurant
Bowling Green chaneysdairybarn.com 270-843-5567

Chateau Du Vieux Corbeau Winery/0ld Crow
Farm Winery

Danville oldcrowinn.com  859-236-1775
Crawford Farms

Elizabethtown crawfordpumpkins.com 615-574-8470

D & F Farms

Somerset 606-382-5214

Dennison’s Roadside Market
Horse Cave 270-786-1663

Devine's Farm & Corn Maze
Harrodsburg devinescornmaze.com 859-613-3489

Double Hart Farm

Corbin 606-523-0465
Habegger’s Amish Market
Scottsville 270-618-5676
Hail’s Farm
Somerset 606-274-0011
Haney's Appledale Farm
Nancy haneysappledalefarm.com 606-636-6148
Heavenly Haven Farm & Ziplines
Columbia hhfarmfun.com 270-465-9597
Hinton's Orchard & Farm Market
Hodgenville  hintonsorchard.com 270-325-3854

Hinton's Orchard & Farm Market- Elizabethtown
Elizabethtown hintonsorchard.com 270-360-0644

Jackson’s Orchard & Nursery, Inc.
Bowling Green jacksonsorchard.com  270-781-5303

Just Piddlin’ Farm
Woodburn justpiddlinfarm.com  270-542-6769
Kenny's Farmhouse Cheese
Austin kennyscheese.com  270-434-4124
Mammoth Cave Transplants
Brownsville mammothcavetransplants.net 270-597-2533

Roberts Family Farm

Guston robertsfamilyfarmky.com 270-422-2361
Rock’n B Horse Carriage Farm
Rockfield rocknbhorsecarriage.com 270-792-3838

Ruby Branch Farms

Franklin 270-776-4672
Serano Alpacas & Yarns
Springfield seranoalpacas.com 208-699-8570

The Pumpkin Wagon
Elizabethtown thepumpkinwagon.com 270-401-3865

Tracey's Taters & Maters

Greensburg traceystaters.com  270-299-1148

Triple ‘D’ Greenhouses, Produce & Variety
Shoppe

Greensburg 270-299-5889

VanMeter Family Farm
Clarkson 270-242-9056

NORTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY
Alpine Hills Dairy Tour/ Country Pumpkins

Dry Ridge countrypumpkinsky.com 859-906-9656
Antioch Daylily Garden

Lexington antiochdaylilygarden.com 859-806-5458
Ayres Family Orchard

Owenton ayresapples.com  504-514-1594

Beech Springs Farm Market
Winchester 859-744-2868

Bi-Water Farm & Greenhouse, LLC

Georgetown biwaterfarm.com  502-863-3676
Boyd Orchards
Versailles boydorchards.com  859-873-3097
Bray Fruit
Bedford 502-255-7296
Bray Orchards & Roadside Market
Bedford brayorchards.com  502-255-3607
Chappell Farms Produce
Owenton 502-593-5500

Country Corner Greenhouse & Nursery, Inc.
Shepherdsville countrycomergreenhouse.com 502-955-8635

Eagle Bend Alpacas

Burlington  eaglebendalpacas.com 859-750-3560

Evans Orchard and Cider Mill

Georgetown  evansorchard.com  502-863-2255
Gallrein Farms
Shelbyville gallreinfarms.com  502-633-4849
Golden Apple Fruit Market
Lexington 859-273-8629
McGlasson Farms
Hebron mcglassonfarms.com 859-689-5229

McLean’s AeroFresh Fruit

Ewing 606-782-1112
Michels Family Farm
Sparta 859-643-2511
Millville Community Market
Frankfort 859-873-9772

Morgan’s Run Pumpkin Patch & Corn Maze

Sulphur morgansrunky.com  502-743-0300
Morrison's Greenhouse
Louisville 502-969-0675
Mulberry Orchard, LLC
Shelbyville  mulberryorchardky.com 502-655-2633
Reed Valley Orchard
Paris reedvalleyorchard.com 859-987-6480

Sage Garden Café at Wilson Nurseries

Frankfort wilsonnurseriesky.com 502-352-2725
Sherwood Acres Beef
LaGrange sherwoodacresbeef.com 502-222-4326

Sunny Acres Farm
Jeffersontown sunnyacresfarmky.com 502-727-9536

The Garden on 68, LLC

Maysuville 606-584-4613
The Greenhouse in Gertrude
Brooksville 606-782-0033

Tower View Farm & Nursery
Jeffersontown 502 267-2066
Triple J Farm
Georgetown triplejfarm.org 502-863-6786

Wilson Nurseries, Inc.- Frankfort
Frankfort wilsonnurseriesky.com 502-223-1488

Wilson Nurseries, Inc.- Lexington

Lexington wilsonnurseriesky.com 859-269-5795
Woodland Farm Store
Goshen woodlandfarm.com  502-222-7051
EAST KENTUCKY
Appletree
Cumberland 606-589-5735
Country Garden Greenhouse
Beattyville 606-424-9379
Fannin's Vegetables
West Liberty 606-743-BEAN
Golden Apple Fruit Market
Hindman 606-785-4891
Golden Apple Fruit Market
Whitesburg 606-633-9763
Holliday Farm & Garden
Hazard hollidayfarmandgarden.com  606-436-2635
Imel’s Greenhouse
Greenup 606-473-1708
Kentucky Roots
Louisa 606-686-3276

Townsend'’s Sorghum Mill & Farm Market
Jeffersonville townsendsorghummill.com 859-498-4142

Call or Email today for your free Certified Roadside Market Directory:
roadside@KYFB.com | 502-495-5000 | download KYFB App or visit kyfb.com/roadside

Opportunity is knocking—save on Kubota’s versatile M7 Series ag tractors today!

50 pown. 0 Financing o 60 Months

HOPKINSVILLE MORGANFIELD

CYNTHIANA RICHMOND RUSSELLVILLE  SHELBYVILLE
HAYDON H&R H&R NORTHSIDE H&R JACOBI SALES
EQUIPMENT AGRI-POWER  AGRI-POWER EQUIPMENT CO. AGRI-POWER INC.
INC. 800-844-3918 800-869-1421 859-623-5167 800-264-2474 800-730-2684
859-234-4621 hragripower.com  hragripower.com hragripower.com  jacobisales.com
800-649-7683

Offer ends 6/30/17.

*$0 down, 0% A.PR. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota MH (M7) Series equipment is available to
qualified purchasers from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory through 6/30/2017. Example: A 60-month monthly installment
repayment term at 0% A.PR. requires 60 payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.PR. interest is available to customers
if no dealer documentation preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with
state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in a higher blended A.PR. 0% A.PR. and low-rate financing may not be
available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., 1000 Kubota
Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2017. See us for details on
these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information. Optional equipment may be shown.

kubota.com

Lflo

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2017

MULE
-BIG MUSCLE

MULE SX™ 4X4 XC SEWITH OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES
BOLD AND RUGGED NEW APPEARANCE.
ENHANCED COMFORT AND VERSATILITY.
COMPACT SIZE FOR EASY MANEUVERABILITY.

COLUMBIA
REX'S CYCLE SHOP
270-384-6018
www.rexscycleshop.com

STAFFORDSVILLE
M & M POWERSPORTS
606-297-4422
mmpowersportskentucky.com

Read Owner's Manual and all on-product wamings. Always wear protective gear appropriate
for the use of this vehicle. Never operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. Protect the
environment. The Kawasaki MULE™ side x side is an off- highway vehicle only, and is not de-
signed, equipped or manufactured for use on public streets, roads or highways. Obey the laws
and regulations that control the use of your vehicle. ©2016 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.

17BMCS4WSX6X5C

transfer. Exclusive air seed delivery system
minimizes the chance of bridging or
plugging. Balanced split-row design.
Optional hydraulic variable drive
increases precision and versatility of

seed population. Narrow in-line
transport for easier maneuverability.
Contact your authorized Kinze
dealer or visit Kinze.com/3600.

KINZE 3600 PIVOT FOLD WITH HYDRAULIC WEIGHT TRANSFER

Reduced fill time. Reduced soil compaction.
Consistent depth control. That’s what you get
with the 36005 bulk fill and hydraulic weight

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206
www.wardimplementco.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

3600 PIVOT FOLD w/split row option
12Row 30"/23 or 24 Row 15"

12Row 36"/ 23 Row 18"

12Row 38"/ 23 Row 19"

16Row 30"/310r32 Row 15"

16 Twin Row 30"

www Kinze.com

'E !' TIME ISN'T ALL
YOU'LL SAVE.

With its heavy-duty construction,
long service life and minimal
maintenance, a Grasshopper
zero-turn mower’s timesaving
performance is only the
beginning. You'll enjoy lower
operating costs, too.

+ ZERO?:
ABOUT FINANCING

P “Vivice of Kentwcky Agriculre”

iy

IT’S SO MUCH MOWER@

Farm Bureau
Members

Save 15%

*WAC. See store associate for details. © The Grasshopper Company

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206
www.wardimplementco.com

GLASGOW
PAUL'S LAWN AND TURF
270-678-9888

LEXINGTON
CENTRAL EQUIPMENT
859-253-2611
www.centralequipment.com

OWENSBORO
H & RAGRI-POWER
800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RICHMOND
BISHOP'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
859-624-1893
www.bishopssmallenginerepair.com

SHEPHERDSVILLE
2M TRACTOR & LAWN
502-955-7011
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THE KENTUCKY MESONET
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Pictured from left: Bob Sims, Stuart Foster, Tommy Turner, LaRue County

Magistrate Larry Howell, Charlie 0’Connell, and Daniel Carpenter.

Kentucky Mesonet:

The Commonwealth's official source for weather and climate data

hile many citizens in the
Commonwealth don’t realize
the state is home to one

of the most comprehensive weather
data systems in the country, they all are
reaping the benefits of having a real-time
weather data reporting system known as
the Kentucky Mesonet.

This network of automated weather
and climate monitoring stations is being
developed by the Kentucky Climate
Center (KCC) at Western Kentucky
University and is proving to be invaluable
in a variety of ways.

Dr. Stuart Foster, Director and State
Climatologist for Kentucky is in charge
of community outreach for the Mesonet.
He said the system is designed based
on what was best for Kentucky.

“We had to build things from
scratch and we worked closely with
the National Weather Service (NWS)
and what was known at that time as
the National Climatic Data Center (now
the National Centers for Environmental
Information) in terms of helping to
design specifications for the stations,”

he said. “But we had to build all the
software and computer systems,
while meeting with area development
districts, county judges, emergency
managers, Extension agents and
whoever was going to be a champion
for the system and wanted to bring the
Mesonet to their communities.”

The first station was installed in
2007 and the network now includes 68
sites of weather collecting equipment
that gather localized data and transfer
those data to the center at WKU where
data can be processed and distributed
via the Mesonet website. Two more
locally-funded stations are scheduled for
installation this year.

The system first received funding in
2006 with the help of Kentucky Senator
and Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell and has been a success
story mainly due to those partnerships
built with legislators, community leaders
and organizations that saw the benefit of
having such a comprehensive system.

“We think those relationships are
really crucial to the long term viability of

the network and realizing the full value of
the network,” said Foster, who also is a
contributor to Kentucky Farm Bureau’s
Water Management Working Group and
the Kentucky Water Resources Board.

Dr. RezaulMahmood is the associate
director of the Mesonet and KCC. He said
having such a comprehensive system is
useful to a variety of stakeholders.

“The Mesonet plays a very
important role. The National Weather
Service uses the data all the time for
forecasting and issuing warnings, but
others also use it such as farmers and
water managers, for instance,” he said.
“And now for the first time, we have
received state funding which is allowing
us to think more about the future.”

Mahmood added that in considering
some of the more important aspects about
the system, it is likely the contributions to
public safety and agriculture.

Local Involvement

LaRue County is home to one of
the Mesonet stations and located at its
Environmental Education Center.
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LaRue County is home to one of the Mesonet stations which are located at its Environmental Education Center.

The county’s Judge Executive
Tommy Turner said after learning about
the system and the kinds of data it
would gather, it was something he
wanted in his community.

“Since we do operate an
environmental education center here
not only used by our community but
by others throughout the state, and
universities from other states, it was
an ideal fit to couple the educational
component and the data gathering
ability of the Mesonet that helps our
community in many ways,” said Turner.

He added that often people do not
realize how important the weather is until
events such as floods or tornadoes occur.

“The weather plays a part in
everything we do every day and the
Mesonet helps us to understand it and
understand it in our community,” he
said. “We can look at a microcosm of
the entire weather system right here out
our own backdoor and that is so very
important to be able to do that; to learn
and teach about it, and | think we are
raising a generation who will understand
and pay more attention to it.”

Bob Sims, director of the
Community & Economic Development
with  the LaRue County Industrial
Foundation said while other sites in the
county were considered when deciding
where to put the Mesonet station, the
education center has many advantages
especially when it comes to the students
who visit each year.

“One of the most enjoyable and
rewarding things | see as it relates to
this site and the data collected is the
expression on the children’s’ faces and
the learning that takes place here,” he
said. “With this added weather element

to the park, we get a great benefit from
that and more and more local people
are understanding the Mesonet is here
and they see the benefit in it, as well.”

State Representative Brandon Reed
from Hodgenville said the Mesonet is
a huge asset in the areas of research,
education & agriculture.

“We are blessed to have such a
system in our local community that
enhances scientific data for practical
weather/meteorological application,” he
said. “l appreciate the local foresight from
our Fiscal Court, which actively sought
out this development to be placed
appropriately at the LaRue County
Environmental & Research Center.”

Agriculturally Speaking

The Mesonet has become a
valuable instrument for agriculture
not only for its ability to relay current
weather conditions but because that
datais stored for future reference. Daniel
Carpenter, LaRueCounty Extension
Agent for Ag & Natural Resources
Education said he knows many local
farmers who have the LaRue County
Mesonet page saved to their home
screen or bookmarked on their smart
phones so they can have instant access
to real-time weather data.

“Precipitation, temperature, wind
speed and direction, are all critical data
for the day-to-day management of
the farm,” he said. “The historical data
available also has great value. When we
have pollination issues, herbicide failure,
disease issues, etc. we can reference
detailed weather data for each day and
track down the source of our problem.
Just this March, our local farmers
utilized our Mesonet site to confirm

temperatures that got down to 16
degrees Fahrenheit for two consecutive
nights and damaged our local peach
and wheat crops.”

Carpenter added that he believes
the Mesonet site is a valuable tool in
the tool box that provides farmers with
accurate information that increases
efficiency, especially in regards to
input applications.

Mesonet Specifics

Charlie O’Connell, a meteorologist
with the Kentucky Mesonet takes
care of much of the equipment, which
measures a variety of elements, that
each site contains.

“There is a precipitation gauge, a
wind monitor which measures average
wind speeds and gusts, sensors
that measure relative humidity and
solar radiation, along with redundant
temperature sensors to make sure those
values are accurate,” he said. “Stations
also include a datalogger that records
data from the various instruments, a
digital modem and antenna to enable
wireless communications, and a power
supply.” Most stations are solar powered.

Sensors that measure soil moisture
and temperature at depths ranging
from two inches to 40 inches are being
added at many sites.

The Bigger Picture

Each monitoring station gathers
information that is being used not only
locally but by more and more people
and organizations across the state.
John Gordon, director of the NWS
in Louisville said a great relationship
exists between the weather service
and the Mesonet in helping to protect
life and property.

“Before the Mesonet, all we
really had were some of the airport
observations. Now, with its 68 stations
across the Commonwealth, that gives
us high quality, reliable data that really
helps us issue better warnings and
put out better forecasts,” he said. “The
addition of the Mesonet has meant a
huge addition for public safety and it
continues to get better. We would be lost
without the Mesonet. It would be very
detrimental to weather forecasts and
warning operations without it,” he said.

The Kentucky Mesonet site can be
accessed at http.//www.kymesonet.org.
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BIG CLIFTY
BIG CLIFTY SERVICE &
SUPPLY INC.
270-242-4591
CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT
INC.
859-234-4621
800-649-7683 I el
OWENSBORO e % ror
H & R AGRLPOWER REBATES Z"2,000 e 299735
800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com
COLUMBIA STAFFORDSVILLE
REX'S CYCLE SHOP M & M POWERSPORTS
,\T (chg.ll_l:n_lgnl)% 270-384-6018 606-297-4422
www.rexscycleshop.com mmpowersportskentucky.com
EQUIPMENT CO.
859-623-5167
VISIT POLARIS.COM FOR MORE OFFERS €> POLARIS
RUSSELLVILLE betwe . s/im 6/‘?071‘7”"“)del o o oo 2.9%%APR
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H & R AGR'-POWER for 36 months. Examplesofmnynt r’ 22.99% APR rate:
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Vermeer forage equipment is built tough and known for dependability and value verm e zr h ) is$290.74;total ving of $467.4 ] £$10,466.60.
among hay producers who want consistency and smooth performance in a variety ‘ragripower.com Amount p.nanmd‘fs‘i"' imum Financed wwlml deale'mm".mmm"m
of crops and conditions. Designed for ease of operation and with quick, simple "‘adya""'y : ibited. Tax, "'- ficense
adjustments, Vermeer forage equipment gives operators the power to maximize ;;’""‘ ’“':a':'“"’"f‘" 3 N
jamin ars intent ron-road use.
the hours in a day. Een;nﬁrts:;ewaﬂ‘e:ls:ﬂsyeamld witha valid driver’slicense to operate. Passengers, |fpermmed must
EQUIPPED TO ) sordoors 2 T enga ndavoid
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WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

$ 270-781-4747 - & GOLDEN INVIATION «

. . 500 imeemen www.wrightimp.com Wl

KENTUCKY 7 = de 3 2032R and 2038R Tractors GLASGOW §
5 3 " : 2| WRIGHT IMPLEMENT G_ l M ®

PORK PRODUCERS 6-YEAR S b 5 o uO0Spe usic

Showcase

WARRANTY**

270-737-5665

. WRIGHT IMPLEMENT
email: kypork@bbtel.com 570-756-5152 |l e R R RS ooty
L S ' =t www.wrightimp.com aus :
kypork.com : S— ~pkn . KYSTATEFAIR @ g,
Hitch on to savings with new 2Rs 24_ : i Lo 9 1
With three great buying incentives on the table, now's the time to check out the larger, more stable NEW CASTLE : BOUTH WING. C LO BBY STAGE : o
i ili i John Deere 2R Series Tractors. Sized to fit your homestead and packed with innovative features, b STATE RCROUNDS: - A
KDDC sglulte; ”‘;e h?tr:wotmg f.an’?llles of Kentucky the 2R offers a two-range, hydrostatic transmission with Twin Touch™ pedals in addition to the HEN RY COUNTY SUPPLY, 2017 . i il H . .
e e .ra € wi .L.ls y er_]JOymg some AutoConnect™ Drive-over Mower Deck. Plus, you can attach dozens of implements quickly with : :
delicious, nutritious dairy products. the 220R Quik-Park™ Loader and iMatch™ Quick Hitch. INC.
Visit us today to take advantage of great deals on America’s Tractor.  JohnDeere.com/Ag A\ 502_845_5620
KDDC Maury Cox | |

www.henrycountysupply.com

Executive Director

KB““":“’ nllll‘] Working for Kentucky'’s @ OWENSBORO
nﬂ“mllllﬂlt l:llllllﬂil Dairy Farmers

- JOHN DEERE WRIGHT IMPLEMENT
176 Pasadena Drive 3 270-683-3606
Lexington, KY 40503 ] |- . ; ; ot
o e 1130 o S i e, www.wrightimp.com FOR MORE INFO ON HOW TO PARTICIPATE
H - -11 ) . addition to Low Rate financing and requires the purchase of 2 or more qualifying John Deere or Frontier
Email: kdde@kydairy e i T, Somerecis syt specl i an s oy b gkl o PLEASE CONTACT SCOTT.CHRISTMAS@KYFB.COM
hitp: / haww, kyda s o 5 ey St ke Moo o i som Do ATy THE DEADLINE FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE GOSPEL MUSIC SHOWCASE IS FRIDAY, 1ULY 7
. . quipment at dealer for details
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2017 FORDF-150

Kentucky Farm Bureau members

get $500 Bonus Cash* toward the
purchase or lease of an eligible new
2016/2017/2018 Ford vehicle! Visit
fordspecialoffer.com/farmbureau/ky
to take advantage of this offer today!

ASHLAND HAZARD MADISONVILLE
BILL COLE FORD TIM SHORT FORD WATERMARK FORD N
606-329-2120 606-436-5239 OF MADISONVILLE
www.billcoleford.com www.timshortford.net 270-821-4100 Go Further
www.watermarkfordky.com
CARROLLTON HENDERSON
EARL FLOYD FORD DEMPEWOLF FORD OWENSBORO RUSSELL SPRINGS
502-732-6674 800-737-9653 CHAMPION FORD LINCON, INC LAWHORN FORD SALES, INC.
www.earlfloydford.com www.dempewolf.com 270-663-0681 270-866-3391
www.championowensboro.com www.lawhornford.com
CORBIN LIVERMORE
LEGACY FORD LINCON B. F. EVANS FORD PADUCAH SOMERSET
606-528-1904 270-278-2376 PADUCAH FORD LINCOLN, INC. ALTON BLAKLEY FORD
www.legacyfordky.com www.bfevansford.com 270-444-0011 606-678-5181
www.paducahford.com www.altonblakely.com

* Program 35770: $500 Bonus Cash offer exclusively for active Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, lllinois, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and
Texas Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. Offer is valid through 1/2/2018 for the purchase or lease of an eligible new 2016/2017/2018 model year Ford vehicle. Not available on
Mustang Shelby GT350®, Mustang Shelby® GT350R, Ford GT, Focus RS or F-150 Raptor. This offer may not be used in conjunction with most other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans.
Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions apply. You must be an eligible member for at least 30 consecutive days and must show proof of membership. Limit one $500 Bonus Cash offer per vehicle
purchase or lease. Limit of five new eligible vehicle purchases or leases per Farm Bureau member during program period. See your Ford Dealer for complete details and qualifications.




