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 Do You Have Large Power Lines on Your Land?  Lease to Us Today! 

 

This depicits 3 phase power,notice the 3 conductors on the top of  the power pole. 

Large Power Lines on Your Property?? Lease Us Your Land! 

We Will Pay $750-$1,250/Acre/Year – 20 to 40 Yr. Lease 
We Require Large Tracts of Land (Over 125 Acres) w/ 3Phase Power for Our Solar Farms 

Large Land Tracts Needed – Land Cannot be in Flood Zone – Must Not Be Wetlands 

Long Term Land Leases Needed-(20 – 40 Year Leases – $750-$1,250/Acre/Year) 

CALL (828)-817-5400 

Visit our website at www.InnovativeSolarFarms.com 
Email Us – InnovativeSolarFarms@gmail.com 

 

Can We Lease Your Land for Our Solar Farms? 



K E N T U C K Y  F A R M  B U R E A U  N E W S3F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 6

While winter may seem to be a 

slow time for the agriculture 

industry, producers know it pres-

ents an opportunity to renew and prepare for the 

coming growing season. For Kentucky Farm Bureau, 

it’s a time to be involved in policy issues taking place 

at the state and national levels.

Kentucky’s General Assembly is in full swing and 

we are watching closely the activity connected with 

policy issues brought forth during our December annual meeting. This is a 

budget year and many of our policy issues are directly related to the budget.

At the top of the list is the assurance that 50 percent of the Master Settlement 

Agreement revenue continues to go to the Kentucky Agricultural Development 

Fund (KADF). 

We have seen the benefits this funding has made in the diversification efforts 

of the state agriculture industry. Late last year, the University of Kentucky 

released the findings of a study that estimated $2.03 in farm income was gener-

ated for every dollar invested in KADF projects. 

More specifically, the study found that the $198 million invested in programs 

and projects from 2007 through 2014 resulted in 465 products being created 

and the creation or expansion of 77 markets. Also, the investment of $42 mil-

lion in state and county projects resulted in an estimated $86 million in addi-

tional farm income and approximately 708 new jobs were created by the 

board’s investments.

It’s not difficult to see what positive effects those investments have made and 

will continue to make in the future. Now, more than ever, those dollars are 

critical to the well-being of Kentucky’s agriculture communities at a time when 

net farm income has fallen.

Other policy issues include ensuring the Kentucky Department of Agriculture 

is adequately funded and the securing of funds for the Grain Center of 

Excellence at Princeton.

One very important issue we will address from both a state and national per-

spective is about water. We have adopted policy that will help address the water 

needs of agriculture over the long term and will watch closely how proposed 

EPA regulations overseeing Waters of the U.S. plays out at the federal level.

Leading the charge for national policy will be the newly elected American 

Farm Bureau President Vincent “Zippy” Duvall. It is important to show him our 

support as we move forward on issues that will affect every farm and ranch in 

the country and that he understands the issues faced by Kentucky producers.  

It’s also important to have our voices heard in Frankfort as this session moves 

forward and as we look toward a presidential election this fall. Of all the uncer-

tainty we see in the world, one thing is for sure, Kentucky Farm Bureau will 

continue to serve as the “voice of agriculture’ and strongly support all that is in 

the best interest of our members.  
Mark Haney

President
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District 1 March 17 7:00 p.m. McCracken County FB

District 2 March 1 6:30 p.m. Ballard Convention Center

District 3 March 24 6:30 p.m. Rough River Dam State Resort Park

District 4 March 28 6:30 p.m. Barren River State Park Lodge

District 5 March 17 7:00 p.m. Woodford Co Extension Office

District 6 March 14 7:00 p.m. General Butler State Park

District 7 March 21 7:00 p.m. Aspire Center

District 8 March 7 7:00 p.m. Madison County FB

District 9 March 15 6:30 p.m. Blue Licks State Park

District 10 March 14 6:30 p.m. Wolfe Co Extension Office

District 11 March 10 6:00 p.m. Pine Mountain Grill 

District Meeting Schedule

MORE HAY 
IN A DAY.

BPX9000 Bale Processor VR Series Wheel Rakes TE Series Tedders7040 Disc Mower

Vermeer forage equipment is built tough and known for dependability and value 

among hay producers who want consistency and smooth performance in a variety 

of crops and conditions. Designed for ease of operation and with quick, simple 

adjustments, Vermeer forage equipment gives operators the power to maximize 

the hours in a day.

Vermeer, the Vermeer logo and Equipped to Do More are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2014 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

BRODHEAD
BRODHEAD FARM 

EQUIPMENT
606-758-9532

Danny McKinney

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

Here at Select Ag LLC we 
sell a variety of seed with the 
leading genetics to maximize 
your farm’s potential.
Seed treating and seed care 
product available.

Call Today For Pricing
George Goetzinger

502-376-6532
selectagllc@gmail.com

call
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Being the Commissioner of Agriculture 

for Kentucky has been a childhood 

dream of mine, and it is a great honor 

and privilege to serve as your next Commissioner. 

Having grown up on a farm, I understand the chal-

lenges and struggles that we will face as a commu-

nity in the coming years. As your Commissioner, I 

am committed to facing these challenges head-on 

and running a Department of Agriculture that is 

efficient, transparent, and one that will make all Kentuckians proud.

My transition team and I are building an experienced and dedicated team 

at the Department. I am especially excited about our new chief of staff, Keith 

Rogers. Keith is an exceptionally talented individual who has decades of expe-

rience in both state and national agricultural affairs. From heading the 

Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy to his recent stint as executive direc-

tor of the Kentucky 4-H Foundation, Keith is uniquely qualified to lead our 

team in advancing the interests of Kentucky agriculture. I’m proud to have him 

on board.

Just as previous commissioners have emphasized, the Department of 

Agriculture will be a vocal advocate for Kentucky farm products. From hemp 

to horses, Kentucky has a proud agricultural tradition.  We will continue to 

highlight not only our state’s agricultural products but also the economic 

impact agriculture and agribusiness have on the Commonwealth.

In the coming weeks and months, we will introduce and implement an 

agenda for the Department that focuses on growing our markets and con-

sumer base for all products. Our plan will continue to ensure a safe and reli-

able food supply that Kentuckians and people across the nation have come to 

expect from us. And on a more basic level, we hope to educate Kentuckians 

on how food travels from your farm gate to their dinner plate. It is important 

we communicate the positive narrative of our industry.

We are excited to begin working on improving the lives of all farmers across 

Kentucky. Whether that entails maintaining safety standards or serving as 

Kentucky agriculture’s biggest cheerleader, our department is here to help.

We look forward to working with all of you over the coming years, and 

please know that our door is always open. We all have the same goal: to make 

Kentucky agriculture the finest industry in our state. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us with any ideas you may have to accomplish our mission. Happy 

New Year, and may 2016 be a prosperous year for Kentucky agriculture.  

Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles 
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Kentucky Farm Bureau is a voluntary or-
ganization of farm families and their allies 
dedicated to serving as the voice of agri-
culture by identifying problems, develop-
ing solutions and taking actions which will 
improve net farm income, achieve better 
economic opportunities and enhance the 
quality of life for all.

C O L U M N

comment

Eddie Melton
1st Vice President

FFA State Advisor
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Kentucky delegates help set national agricultural 
priorities at American Farm Bureau Federation 

annual convention

Voting delegates from Kentucky 
and other Farm Bureaus 
around the country weighed 

in on the nation’s top agricultural issues 
and identified priority topics for 2016 at 
the American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
(AFBF) 97th annual convention held in 
Orlando, Florida.

Kentucky Farm Bureau’s (KFB) 24 
voting delegates represented Bluegrass 
State farmers as the AFBF 2016 national 
ag policies were adopted.

 Kentucky’s national priority issues, 
developed at its own annual meeting 
last month, included federal crop insur-
ance programs being maintained at cur-
rent levels; opposition to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
exceeding legislative authority in the 
implementation of the Clean Water Act 
and Clean Air Act programs; support of 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) providing technical 
assistance for the development of addi-
tional water resources for irrigation and 
livestock use; and support reform of the 
H-2A program to streamline the process 
making it more reliable, economical and 
simple for farmers to participate. 

“Setting policy is the number one pri-

ority at the AFBF annual convention 
each year,” said KFB President Mark 
Haney, of Pulaski County, who heads the 
delegation from Kentucky. “Through pol-
icy development sessions, we have the 

opportunity to shape and influence how 
agriculture will be viewed in Washington, 
D.C., in 2016. It is crucial for Kentucky’s 
farming interests to be well-represented 
in those discussions, and extremely sat-
isfying to return home knowing we have 
accomplished that goal.”

KFB’s volunteer leaders will also take 
their list of national priority issues to 
Washington, D.C., later this month for 
one-on-one meetings with each of 
Kentucky’s congressmen and both sena-
tors.

AFBF President Bob Stallman, speak-
ing at his final annual convention as 
head of the organization, urged mem-
bers to share their stories with the 
world, on social media and elsewhere. 

“You know, we farmers used to com-
plain that no one paid any attention to 
what we did—that people thought their 
food just came from the grocery store—
and that we in agriculture didn’t have 
enough ways to get our message heard,” 
he said. “Well, people are sure paying 
attention to farming and food produc-
tion now! And in this age of social 
media, we no longer have to depend on 
others to tell our story for us. We have 
unlimited opportunities to engage—

Members of the Kentucky Farm Bureau Executive 
Committee – KFB President Mark Haney (left), 
KFB First Vice President Eddie Melton (center) and 
KFB Second Vice President Fritz Giesecke (right) 
– prepare to vote on the American Farm Bureau 
Federation’s 2016 policies and priorities during the 
97th AFBF annual convention in Orlando, Fla.

Vincent “Zippy” Duvall
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one-on-one or with thousands of fol-
lowers—and have real conversations 
about agriculture.”

With Stallman’s departure, delegates 
selected a new president and vice presi-
dent to lead AFBF. Vincent “Zippy” 
Duvall, a poultry, cattle and hay pro-
ducer from Greene County, Georgia was 
elected to a two-year term. He previ-
ously served as president of the Georgia 
Farm Bureau for nine years. Scott 
VanderWal, a third-generation family 
farmer from Volga, South Dakota will 
serve as vice president. He has served as 
president of the South Dakota Farm 
Bureau since 2004.

“Mr. Duvall and I have been friends for 
many years and I feel confident he will 
make an outstanding leader for AFBF in 
guiding our organization’s support of 
national agricultural issues,” said Haney. 
“He will also be in tune to what the issues 
are at home, something that is very 
important to Kentucky agriculture.”

In addition to the state’s voting dele-
gates who participated in leadership 
elections and helped establish AFBF’s 
2016 national priority issues, nearly 400 
KFB members traveled to Orlando to 
participate in a variety of industry-based 
seminars and support Kentucky’s repre-
sentatives competing for national recog-
nition in a variety of contests. Altogether, 
more than 6,000 Farm Bureau members 
from across the country attended the 
AFBF annual convention.

Highlights from the Kentucky delega-
tion include:

Scott and Shea Lowe were Kentucky’s 
representatives in the Young Farmer & 
Rancher Achievement Award competi-
tion. This award recognizes young farm-
ers and ranchers who have excelled in 
their farming or ranching operations 
and exhibited superior leadership abili-
ties. Participants were evaluated on a 
combination of their farm’s overall 
growth and financial progress, and their 
demonstration of leadership skills with-
in and outside of Farm Bureau. The 
Lowe’s were top 10 finishers.

Cameron Edwards of Webster County 
represented Kentucky in the Young 
Farmer & Rancher Excellence in 
Agriculture contest. This award recog-
nizes young farmers and ranchers who 
do not derive the majority of their 
income from an agricultural operation, 
but who actively contribute and grow 
through their involvement in agricul-

ture and enhance their leadership abili-
ties through participation in Farm 
Bureau and other similar organizations.

Randy Adams of Anderson County 
represented the state in the Young 
Farmer & Rancher Discussion Meet. 
This competition simulates a committee 
meeting in which active discussion and 
participation are expected. Participants 
were evaluated on their ability to effec-
tively and persuasively exchange ideas 
and information.

KFB was honored with an array of 
honors during the convention including 
six Awards of Excellence for demon-
strating outstanding achievements in 
meeting its members’ needs in each of 
the following categories: Education and 

Outreach; Leadership Development; 
Member Services; Membership 
Initiatives; Policy Development and 
Implementation; and Public Relations 
and Communications.

KFB was also honored with the 2016 
American Farm Bureau New Horizon 
Award for its efforts in getting a federal 
statewide depredation permit allowing 
farmers to take black vultures that were 
attacking on-farm livestock.

Additionally, the organization received 
a President’s Award for Policy 
Development and Implementation, pre-
sented to states for each membership-
sized group that achieved quota and 
demonstrated superiority in the Awards 
for Excellence categories.

The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm 
and your neighbors farms all year long. 

Today, membership can save you up to $500 on 
new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

Print your certificate today!* 
Visit fbverify.com/CaseIH

*A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must
be presented to the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery
to receive the incentive discount. Farm Bureau Members can
download a certificate at www.FBVerify.com/caseih. Not a Farm
Bureau member? Reach out to your state Farm Bureau to join today.

Iowa Farm Bureau Spokes-

Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC  
under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.
©201  CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

Iowa Falls, IA 50126
800-798-2691

ELIZABETHTOWN
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2655
jacobisales.com

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
jandjsalesinc.com

270-651-5480

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com
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The Kentucky Farm Bureau 
(KFB) won the 2016 American 
Farm Bureau New Horizon 

Award for its efforts in helping Kentucky 
farmers protect livestock from black 
vulture attacks.

Livestock losses due to black vulture 
depredation has become a very serious 
issue in Kentucky as the cattle industry 
here has grown to be the largest of any 
state east of the Mississippi.

Last year Kentucky livestock produc-
ers lost nearly 200 calves and cows to 
black vulture attacks – almost triple the 
number from 2013. 

Kentucky Farm Bureau applied for, 
and received, a federal statewide depre-
dation permit allowing farmers to take 
black vultures that were attacking on-
farm livestock.

KFB President Mark Haney accepted 
the award on behalf of the organization 
and said, “We are grateful the American 
Farm Bureau recognized the impor-
tance of this program. Kentucky Farm 
Bureau has once again found another 

innovative way to work with legislators 
and government agencies to accomplish 
our mission: identify problems, develop 
solutions, and improve net farm 
income.”

The program is administered by KFB 
which is the only non-government enti-
ty that has been approved by U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Services (USFWS) for a 
black vulture depredation permit.

KFB was successful this past year in 
getting USFWS to grant a statewide 
black vulture depredation permit origi-
nally allowing for 350 takes and afford-
ing producers experiencing depredation 
the opportunity to apply for a Livestock 
Protection Depredation Sub-Permit at 
no cost. In addition, an amended permit 
was recently issued allowing an addi-
tional 350 takes for a total of 700. 

Applicants agree to follow all rules 
and regulations required by USFWS in 
the original statewide depredation per-
mit, including: use of non-lethal mea-
sures to try and deter black vulture 
depredation, use of shotguns and steel 
shot in the lethal taking of depredating 
black vultures, the reporting of takes on 
a monthly basis, and the use of black 
vulture carcasses as effigies in areas 
where depredation is occurring. Black 
vulture lethal takes are approved only 
in areas where livestock is threatened 
and depredation is occurring.

This program represents an impor-
tant step forward in protecting 
Kentucky’s livestock population. The 
economic impact of this program is 
huge for farmers and consumers alike.

“A black buzzard will not feed a hun-
gry child,” said Randy Chrisman, KFB 
board member and cattle producer. “In 
fact, black buzzards make it even harder 
for me to feed that child necessary pro-
tein at a price their family can afford.”

Kentucky Farm Bureau President Mark Haney, left, 
received the American Farm Bureau Foundation 
(AFBF) New Horizon Award for its efforts in helping 
Kentucky farmers protect livestock from black vul-
ture attacks. Presenting the award was outgoing 
AFBF outgoing President Bob Stallman.

Kentucky Farm Bureau wins American Farm 
Bureau New Horizon Award for helping farmers 

protect livestock from black vulture attacks
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In early 1809, Thomas Lincoln bought a 300-acre farm 
near Hodgenville, KY at Nolin Creek in Larue County. The 
property was named Sinking Spring Farm for the “mag-

nificent spring that bubbled from the bottom of a deep cave.” On 
February 12, 1809 Abraham Lincoln was born.

About the same time, Gideon Ragland acquired his original 
property in Larue County.

In 1811 Thomas Lincoln and his family moved to Knob Creek 
Farm, about 10 miles northeast of the Sinking Spring Farm. 
Abraham Lincoln was later to reflect “my earliest memories are 
of the Knob Creek place.”

In December 1816, the Lincolns moved north, settling in the 
Little Pigeon Creek Community in what was then Perry County 
and is now Spencer County, Indiana.

The Raglands remained in Larue County. Today, nine genera-
tions later, three generations of Raglands still farm in the area.

Family farms and sustainability are two of the most highly 
valued attributes of contemporary agriculture and the Raglands 

exemplify both, although perhaps not in the romanticized fash-
ion that some might expect.

Caleb Ragland and his wife LeAnne are the most recent gen-
eration to participate in the operation, which consists of some 
4,500 acres of row crops. “We produce corn and winter wheat, 
then double-crop soybeans after our wheat,” Caleb explains. 
“We’re using the winter wheat to, hopefully, improve soil health 
and reduce erosion on some of the more rolling acreage.”

Ragland continues, “As farmers, we care more about the land 
than anybody else really can, in my opinion. We’re dependent on 
it for our livelihood and we’re doing all we can, not only to main-
tain fertility and conserve topsoil, so that the land is more pro-
ductive for us and for future generations.”

Currently, those future generations are represented by the 

A statue of Abraham Lincoln sits in Hodgenville’s town square in recognition of the 
Larue County being his birthplace.
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Lincoln’s 
Neighbors
couple’s three sons; Charlie, Corey and Carter.

“We grow two to three hundred acres of corn each year with 
no commercial fertilizer,” Caleb beams. “We feed corn to our 
pigs, the pigs make manure, the manure fertilizes the corn and 
we feed the corn to the pigs as the process starts all over again.”

The pigs currently number about three thousand sows man-
aged in a housing system that protects the animals from extreme 
weather and limits exposure to disease-causing pathogens 
through a stringent biosecurity protocol. The result is some 
75,000 piglets produced each year.

Those numbers probably catch the attention of detractors that 
quickly label it a “factory farm” operation. Ragland quickly 
points out that the enterprise is run completely by family, 
whether immediate or extended. Caleb’s father David and one of 
his brothers work with him day to day and occasionally grand-
father Howard still climbs aboard a tractor to lend a hand. The 
family extension includes more than a dozen neighbors hired 
from the community to keep things running smoothly.

For the last four years, the Raglands have joined LaRue 
County’s Farm Bureau and the rest of the county’s agriculture 
community to hold the AGstravaganza showcase.

Both Caleb and LeAnne quickly recognize the necessity for 
transparency and outreach to a consumer base that has limited 
exposure to the process of food production. 

“It was an adjustment moving out to the country because I 
grew up in a neighborhood in Florida with houses all around,” 
LeAnne acknowledges. “I’ve grown to like it here and feel a little 
claustrophobic now when I go back to the city.”

Given her experiences, LeAnne has taken on an advocacy role 
to help bridge the gap. “I feel like I have that connection with 
people who are still in the city,” she says. “I’m trying to reach that 
group in the ‘moveable middle’ that may not understand what 
we’re doing and trying to open conversations.”

Caleb and LeAnne serve on Kentucky Farm Bureau’s Young 
Farmer committee and Caleb is a producer director for the 
Kentucky Soybean Board’s Central Bluegrass Area. The Ragland Family

By Ray Bowman
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While the swine industry rep-
resents a small percentage of 
the overall agricultural cash 

receipts in the state, the number is still 
significant. The University of Kentucky 
College of Agriculture estimates 2015 
totals to reach $129 million.

Of the top five swine producing coun-
ties in Kentucky, two of those are located 
in Congressman Brett Guthrie’s (KY-02) 
district. He said the revenue hog opera-
tions produce is significant to the rural 
communities in which they are located.

“My district has a rich agricultural 
history and is home to top swine-pro-
ducing counties, including Warren and 
Nelson counties that contribute greatly 
to our agriculture industry and local 
economy,” he said. “These operations are 
generating revenue that not only benefit 
farmers, but also businesses and organi-
zations in Kentucky’s second district.”

Dr. Dennis Liptrap, board president 

of the Kentucky Pork Producers (KPP) 
said, while there is sustainability and 
growth among larger producers, the 
smaller operations are also seeing their 
numbers expand.

“I see a lot of growth in smaller pro-
ducers who are marketing directly to 
consumers,” he said. “That side of the 
industry is finding resurgence and 
growth which is good to see because we 
see young people entering the business.”

Much of that smaller direct market 
surge can be attributed to the local food 
movement seen here and across the 
country, noted Liptrap.  

As for commercial growers, Liptrap 
said many are building new structures 
and adding sows to their operations as 
that segment of the industry continues 
its expansion. 

Kentucky’s swine industry is a 
significant component of state ag sector

He also said that as the industry has 
grown it has become more efficient 
from a production standpoint as well as 
an environmental perspective.

“All Kentucky swine producers are 
regulated from an animal waste stand-
point at standards more stringent than 
those at the federal level,” he said. 
“They’re also more efficient. We’re pro-
ducing a pound of pork with less inputs 
and a smaller carbon footprint on the 
overall environment.”

As with many forms of agriculture, 
educating a public that is becoming 
more and more generationally removed 
from the farm is an important task of 
the KPP.

“We represent pork producers but we 
also strive to be a source of information 
for the general public,” he said. “Even if 
they are only one generation away from 
the farm, today’s operations are much 
different than in the old days.”

Using that efficiency pork producers 
have obtained is key as farmers work to 
meet a growing challenge of feeding an 
ever increasing world population, 
emphasized Liptrap; something that 
will lend itself to more growth in the 
industry. In addition to it being a very 
lean form of meat, Liptrap pointed out it 
is a good buy in the grocery store.

He added, it’s reasonable to think there 
will be continued positive growth in the 
swine industry, one that is dominated by 
family owned and operated entities. 

“I think that is one of the unique things 
about Kentucky in that even our large 
producers are still family operations, 
owned by Kentucky folks that were born 
and raised right here,” he said.

KFB  
Ag Facts

Kentucky ranks 21st nationally in swine production 
and there are more than 1,200 farms in the state 
with hogs and pigs.



Farming is a business of uncertainty,
but here’s something you can count on.
Chevrolet presents this exclusive $500 private offer1 toward the purchase or lease 1

of an all-new Chevy Silverado — the 2014 North American Truck of the Year. From
the family of the most dependable, longest-lasting 2 full-size pickup in America, rest 2

assured your Silverado will keep you working without skipping a beat.

1 Offer available through 4/1/17. Available on qualified 2014 and 2015 Chevrolet vehicles. This offer is not available with some other 
offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 30 days will be eligible to receive 
a certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo are registered service marks
of the American Farm Bureau Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors. 2 Dependability based on longevity:2
1987–April 2013 full-size pickup registrations.

1 Off er available through 4/1/17. Available on qualifi ed 2015 and 2016 Chevrolet vehicles. This off er is not available with 
some other off ers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 30 days will 
be eligible to receive a certifi cate. Customers can obtain certifi cates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo 
are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors. 
2 Dependability based on longevity: 1987–April 2013 full-size pickup registrations.

ALEXANDRIA
KERRY CHEVROLET

859-635-6400
KerryChevrolet.com

BARDSTOWN
FRANKLIN FAMILY CHEV-

ROLET
502-348-3964

www.donfranklinauto.com

CARROLLTON
HERB KINMAN CHEVROLET

502-732-6646
www.hkchevy.com

ELIZABETHTOWN
HERB JONES CHEVROLET 

BUICK GMC
800-609-2277

herbjoneschevrolet.com

EMINENCE
BROWNING CHEVROLET, 

INC.
800-844-6546

www.thinkgm.com

GEORGETOWN
FRANK SHOOP CHEVRO-

LET-BUICK CHRYSLER 
DODGE JEEP RAM

502-863-3727

HAZARD
CARDINAL CHEVROLET 
BUICK GMC CADILLAC

606-436-2154
www.cardinalgm.com

HENDERSON
HENDERSON CHEVROLET 

BUICK GMC
800-761-2277

www.hendersonchevrolet.com

LEXINGTON
GLENN AUTO MALL

800-880-5020
glennautomall.com

LONDON
TINCHER WILLIAMS CHEV-

ROLET-BUICK-GMC
800-447-1508

tincherwilliamschevrolet.com
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While there are some meth-
ods of farming that have 
changed little over the 

years, such as in tobacco production, 
there is no doubt advanced technology 
is changing the way producers grow 
their crops even in those Kentucky 
tobacco fields.

Whether it’s through the use of mod-
ern equipment or plant genetics, farm-
ers are more productive than ever and 
are gathering a toolbox full of new tech-
nology tools to help them in their efforts 
to be as successful as possible.

Kevin Jeffries, along with his brother-
in-law Mike McCall and nephew David 
McCall, operate Grand Meadow Farms, 
a grain and cattle operation in Oldham 
County. He has found a great use for 
unmanned aerial devices better known 
as drones.

“We became interested in this type of 
technology about two years ago and 
now use them extensively,” Jeffries said. 
“For instance, in the spring, when we 
are planting, we use one to fly over the 
fields to look for problems.”

He noted that the drones can detect 
an issue that might not have otherwise 
been noticed, something that can help 
prevent yield loss later in the year.

“In agriculture, the infrared spectrum 
available on certain cameras is very 
important because you can see the differ-
ent color reflections off the crop and that 
will tell things like if there is a nitrogen 
problem or if phosphorus and potassium 
levels are not right,” said Jeffries.

Spotting those color shifts within the 
crop is just one example of what some of 
the drone technology brings to produc-
ers; something not visible with the 
naked eye.

Jeffries pointed out that many prob-
lems visible through aerial detection 
may have gone un-noticed even by 
walking the field.

Another use of the drones, for Jeffries, 
has been to check for crop damage 
caused by wildlife.

“We discovered some areas that need-
ed replanting this season because we 
found deer damage in some of our soy-
beans,” he said.

While some of the drones available on 

the market can be costly, Jeffries said 
their use can make an operation more 
cost effective in finding issues before 
they cost the producer money.

Drones, while getting much of the 
marketing attention, aren’t the only 
forms of high-tech devices being used 
by farmers. According to information 
provided by the American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF), “precision agricul-
ture technologies” are used by about 60 
percent of U.S. farmers and ranchers.

“GPS and auto-steer guidance systems 
are two types of precision agriculture 
used to increase crop yields, lower costs 
and reduce chemical use, which benefits 
the environment,” noted AFBF. “The 
two types of technology work together, 
helping farmers identify precisely where 
to plant seeds (and how many) and if 
needed, apply variable rates of pesti-
cides and fertilizer.”

And it appears the surface is just 
being scratched as new technology 
emerges constantly.

Drone use, for example, is growing 
and new models can do more and more. 
Last year, federal approval from the FAA 
came for a particular drone model capa-
ble of carrying payloads such as fertil-
izer. Crop spraying by way of aerial 
systems has been used in other coun-
tries such as Japan but this action 
marked the first for the U.S. Proponents 
have long contended that this type of 
fertilizer or pesticide application is more 
cost effective and precise from a logis-
tics standpoint.

Jeffries, who currently serves as vice-
president of Oldham County Farm 
Bureau, said aerial applications of fertil-

Technology on the Farm

Kevin Jeffries operates the drone he uses as part 
of the day to day operations for Grand Meadow 
Farms.



K E N T U C K Y  F A R M  B U R E A U  N E W S15F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 6

For those “ag-techies” out there 
looking for a chance to see the 
latest and greatest in on-farm 

technology, the National Farm 
Machinery Show is likely the biggest 
display of new equipment in the coun-
try and the best place to see all that’s 
new under one roof.

This year marks the 51st year for 
NFMS, which is coming off a record set-
ting year in attendance as more than 
310,000 people made their way to the 
event in 2015.

This year, expectations are for more of 
the same as some of the newest technol-
ogy for the farm will be on display from 
the more than 850 exhibitors.

“One of the greatest things about the 
NFMS is getting a close-up look at all the 
latest and greatest farm equipment on 

the market,” said Steve Kelly, Executive 
Director of Expositions for the Kentucky 
State Fair Board. “There is always some-
thing new, technology-wise, each year.”

Much of that technology is packed 
inside new design combines and trac-
tors, which will be out in full-force this 
year, but at a time when budgets are 
tight, technology advances don’t neces-
sarily have to cost a fortune.

Kelly noted using advanced technol-
ogy on the farm doesn’t necessarily have 
to be expensive.

New computer programs are being 
developed much more frequently today, 
which do everything from making 
record keeping easier to allowing farm-
ers to see problems in fields without 
ever leaving the barn.

“Small, inexpensive drones are a good 

example of how farmers are now watch-
ing for potential problems in the field 
that could affect yields at harvest time,” 
he said. “And before this technology, 
many of those issues weren’t detected 
until it was too late. In essence, these 
investments will pay for themselves, in 
many cases, the first growing season.”

Kelly also pointed out that while it is 
nice to experience all of the “big, new” 
equipment on display at the NFMS, many 
producers will benefit from the many 
seminars that are held during the event.

“Many of those learning opportuni-
ties deal with technology advances that 
farmers already have including home 
computers and smart phones,” he said.

This year’s NFMS runs February 
10-13, 2016 at the Kentucky Exposition 
Center in Louisville.    

NFMS — Getting an up-close 
look at ag technology

izers or pesticides from drones would 
greatly benefit farms which are located 
near more urban areas. He has spoken 
to many groups about the use of this 
technology including participation in a 
panel discussion at the 2014 Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting.

Jeffries acknowledged that while mul-
tiple producers have invested in this 
type of technology, many have been 
waiting to see what further action or 

regulations would be taken by the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FFA) 
regarding drone use.

The FAA has set forth its first 
announcement of regulations that per-
tain to drones. The agency announced, 
“a streamlined and user-friendly web-
based aircraft registration process for 
owners of small unmanned aircraft 
weighing more than 0.55 pounds (250 
grams) and less than 55 pounds (approx. 

25 kilograms) including payloads such 
as on-board cameras.”

“You have to be safe with these and 
avoid other aircraft and areas that pro-
hibit their use but for use on the farm, 
this and other types of advanced tech-
nology could prove to be a milestone in 
agriculture production,” Jeffries said. 
“We are always trying to become more 
efficient and this technology will allow 
us to be just that.”
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KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU MEMBERS®MBERS®

ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris models with engine sizes 
over 90cc are only for riders age 16 and older.  Always wear a helmet 
and be sure to get safety training.  For safety and training information, 
call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887, or Polaris at (800) 342-3764.

$200 OFF
all full size Sportsman® ATVs
and ACE™ vehicles.

$300 OFF
all full size RANGER®, RZR®
and Brutus® UTVs.

$300 OFF
all GEM® electric vehicles.

ASHLAND
FANNIN POWER-

SPORTS AND MARINE
606-585-0900

fanninpowersports.com

COLUMBIA
REX'S CYCLE SHOP

270-384-6018
rexscycleshop.com

HOPKINSVILLE
JPM PERFORMANCE 

POWERSPORTS
270-885-5200

jpmpp.com

0% FINANCING FOR UP TO 60 MONTHS OR 
CASH BACK PLUS 2.9% FOR 60 MONTHS.* 

EITHER WAY YOU WIN!

HURRY!  NEW HOLLAND SEASON OF CHAMPIONS ENDS MARCH 31, 2016. CALL OR STOP BY TODAY.

During the Season of Champions Sales Event, you win with your choice of 0% financing 
for 60 months, or get CASH BACK PLUS low 2.9% financing for 60 months. Either way, 
that’s FIVE FULL YEARS with no or low interest. Choose from:         
      • WORKMASTER™ Compact Tractors      
      • Boomer™ Compact Tractors
      • Boomer D Series Compact Tractors

*For commercial use. Offer subject to CNH Industrial Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for details and 
eligibility requirements. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. Offer good through March 31, 2016, at participating  
New Holland dealers in the United States. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in price. Offer subject to change 
or cancellation without notice. © 2016 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland Agriculture is a trademark registered in the  

United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland Construction are trademarks  
in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT 

COMPANY INC.
270-273-3206

www.wardimplementco.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

Livestock 
Directory

To Advertise 
Here Call

800-798-2691
Ask for Marcy!!

176 Pasadena Drive
Lexington, KY 40503
Cell: 859-516-1129
Email: kddc@kydairy.org
h� p://www.kydairy.org

Working for Kentucky’s 
Dairy Farmers

Maury Cox
Executive Director

BULK-FILL PLANTING?
WATCH YOUR WEIGHT.

KINZE 3600 PIVOT FOLD WITH HYDRAULIC WEIGHT TRANSFER
Reduced fi ll time. Reduced soil compaction. 
Consistent depth control. That’s what you get 
with the 3600’s bulk fi ll and hydraulic weight 
transfer. Exclusive air seed delivery system 
minimizes the chance of bridging or 
plugging. Balanced split-row design. 
Optional hydraulic variable drive 
increases precision and versatility of 
seed population. Narrow in-line 
transport for easier maneuverability.
Contact your authorized Kinze 
dealer or visit Kinze.com/3600.

3600 PIVOT FOLD w/split row option
12 Row 30” / 23 or 24 Row 15” 
12 Row 36” / 23 Row 18”
12 Row 38” / 23 Row 19” 
16 Row 30” / 31 or 32 Row 15” 
16 Twin Row 30”

www.kinze.com

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC.

270-273-3206
www.wardimplementco.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com



K E N T U C K Y  F A R M  B U R E A U  N E W S17F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 6

County Corner
Snapshots of County Farm Bureau activities

Green County

Green County Farm 
Bureau held a Member 
Appreciation Day on 
September 24 at the 
Green County Farm 
Bureau office in 
Greensburg. Pictured 
from left to right Amy 
Curry- Green County 
Farm Bureau CSR, Kristy 
Jewell- Green County 
Farm Bureau CSR Mike 
Lee with Avizion Tammy Davis- Green County Farm Bureau CSR, 
Federation Secretary Mitchell Wright - Green County Farm Bureau 
Agent Kevin Rigdon- Green County Farm Bureau Agency Manager 
Larry Clark- Green County Farm Bureau President Mark Haney- 
Ky Farm Bureau President Fritz Giesecke- Ky Farm Bureau Second 
Vice President Tia Whelan- Ky Farm Bureau Insurance AUS 
Representative Chris French- Ky Farm Bureau Insurance, Agency 
Support and Marketing Manager Dwight Greenwell, Ky Farm 
Bureau Federation, Director of Member Services.

Warren County

At the Warren County 
Farm Bureau Annual 
Meeting on September 
19 at South Warren High 
School in Bowling Green 
the County Outstanding 
Youth and Variety con-
test participants posed 
for a picture. 

Shelby County

Ferenc Vegh (Shelby 
County Farm Bureau 
agent) speaking at 
Shelby County Farm 
City banquet. 

Kenton County

Kenton County has 
FFA members of Simon 
Kenton HS come and 
participate with their 
annual meeting. Here is 
the FFA with the Kenton 
Co board.

Fayette County

The Fayette co Farm 
Bureau and guests visit-
ed with President Mark 
Haney at Haney’s 
Appledale Farm on 11-1-
15. 

PiKe County

Chair women, Sharon 
Slone, (left), and 
Marquette McClanahan, 
(right) and Allison 
Childers, (center) with 
Mayflower Unity Baptist 
Church, accepting dona-
tion of $200.00 from 
Pike County Farm 
Bureau for the church’s 
Back Pack program. The 
program provides non-
perishable food to local students to ensure  they will have nutri-
tional food to eat on weekends. Just one more way that Pike Co. 
Farm Bureau is supporting the needs of the people in our area.
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The Annual Muhlenberg 
County Farm Bureau Ag Day

For nearly two decades 6th grade 
students in Muhlenberg County 
have gotten a close-up look at 

the world of agriculture and some of its 
many career opportunities by way of the 
annual Muhlenberg County Farm 
Bureau Ag Day.

This year, approximately 400 stu-
dents made their way to the Muhlenberg 
County Agriculture and Convention 
Center to take part in the activities. 
During the course of the event, students 
were led through a series of 16 different 
stations to learn about a variety of sub-
jects including poultry production, 
equine care and what it takes financially 
to operate a farm, to name a few.

Mark Haney, President of Kentucky 
Farm Bureau (KFB) addressed the stu-
dents before they began their activities. 
He told them there were many things 
they could relate to, like a birthday 
cake, that have a direct relationship to 

agriculture.
“Most of the ingredients that go into 

making a birthday cake come from agri-
culture production,” said Haney. “It’s 
important to know that in order to 
begin to get an understanding of how 
vital agriculture is to each of us whether 
we live on a farm or not.”

Mary Kate Kordes, who serves as the 
Muhlenberg County Farm Bureau 
Women’s Chair as well as a director on 
the KFB Board, said the event has 
helped to introduce the ag industry to 
scores of young people who might not 
have otherwise had that opportunity.

“Ag Day serves the students in multi-
ple ways including showcasing agricul-
tural career opportunities in our county 
and teaching a generation who may not 
have been associated with agriculture, 
what farming is really all about,” she 
said. “This event also presents a learn-
ing environment the children seem to 

really enjoy and if they are having fun 
while learning, I think this experience 
will be something they will always 
remember.”

Kordes added that the volunteers who 
come to share their experiences with 
the students are invaluable in making 
each Ag Day a success.

Kelly Melton, the curriculum special-
ist for Muhlenberg North and South 
Middle Schools, said students at the 
middle school level don’t always have an 
opportunity to participate in an ag 
related project or program so this event 
reaches that specific group at an oppor-
tune time.

“It’s a good time, at this grade level, to 
have the students involved in the project 
because they are going to start talking 
about careers and thinking about their 
future,” she said. “Talking about farming 
and the agriculture industry in Kentucky 
opens some doors for these youth to 
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think about their career paths.” 
In addition to visiting the different 

learning stations during Ag Day, the 
students also got a firsthand look at FFA 
as local chapter members served as 
guides who escorted the students from 
one station to another. The FFA mem-
bers also answered questions the stu-
dents had about the organization.

Bailey Peterson, Muhlenberg County 
High School (MCHS) FFA vice-presi-
dent and Pennyrile Region reporter got 
her first glimpse of FFA during her ag 
day experience a few years ago. After 
the event, she said she couldn’t wait to 
be a part of it. 

“I thought it was a great experience 
and I’m really glad Farm Bureau pro-
vided us with that,” said Peterson. “I’ve 
now been involved in Ag Day for three 
years and I see these young students 
learning about agriculture in our county 
and what FFA is all about.”

Peterson grew up on a farm and 
recently spoke of the experience during 
the Kentucky Farm Bureau Outstanding 
Youth competition held during the orga-
nization’s annual meeting. 

“The students who don’t have a back-
ground in agriculture usually don’t 
understand that farming is so much 
more than just milking a cow or gather-
ing eggs,” she said. “They actually get a 
taste of that during Ag Day.”

Jay McElwain, President of Muhlenberg 
County Farm Bureau, is an ag teacher 
and FFA advisor at MCHS. He said the 
whole experience is a win-win situation 
for both the 6th graders and the high 
school students.

“The event serves as a huge recruiting 
tool for FFA because the 6th grade stu-
dents get to see what their involvement 
would be like in high school,” he said. 
“The chapter members share with the 
younger students what they do as FFA 

members including scholarship oppor-
tunities.”

McElwain added that being involved 
in FFA will not only benefit these stu-
dents who are interested in ag-related 
careers but, because of the leadership 
skills they learn, their involvement will 
serve them well no matter what occupa-
tion they choose.

Kordes said the community reaction to 
Ag Day has always been tremendous not-
ing the positive support that comes not 
only from the ag community, but from 
the local education system, as well.

“We are lucky to live in a community 
that sees the value in agriculture,” she 
said. “While we may not impact every 
student that participates, many will use 
this learning opportunity to become 
better students, better informed about 
our local ag industry and, hopefully one 
day, better community leaders.” 

Facing page: Sixth grade students, accompanied by 
local FFA students, visited a series of learning sta-
tions during the Muhlenberg County Ag Day event.

Above: Each learning station focused on different 
topics ranging from poultry production, equine care 
and what it takes financially to operate a farm, to 
name a few.

Right: KFB President Mark Haney spoke to the 
students about the importance of understanding 
how agriculture positively affects their lives.
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markets By Ed McQueen

Kentucky hog herd up sharply

Kentucky’s breeding and market hog inventories are up 
sharply from a year ago, according to USDA’s December 
Quarterly Hogs and Pigs Report. The December 1 breed-
ing inventory totaled 43,000 head, up 23 percent from a 
year earlier. At 372,000 head, Kentucky’s market hog 
inventory was 22 percent larger than was estimated for 
December 1, 2014. December 1 inventory estimates have 
not been this large since the year 2001 for breeding stock 
and 2000 for market hogs. USDA’s estimates identify 
2011 as the year when December 1 inventories bottomed 
– 35,000 head of breeding stock and 275,000 head of 
market hogs. Kentucky’s smallest annual pig crop came 
the following year in 2012 with 662,000 pigs; this com-
pares to 792,000 head produced in 2015, which was ten 
percent greater than 2014’s pig crop. For the year ending 
December 1, 2015, Kentucky’s average number of pigs 
per litter was 9.78, compared to 10.38 pigs per litter for 
the United States. Both of these estimates are new record 
highs; Kentucky’s previous record was 9.77 set in 2011.

The U.S. hogs and pigs inventory on December 1, 
2015, totaled 68.3 million head. USDA reports this is the 
largest hog inventory since quarterly estimates began in 
1988. The market hog inventory, at 62.3 million head, is 
also a record high for 1988-2015. U.S. producers set a 
new record with a quarterly litter rate of 10.53 during 
September-November 2015.

Improving egg supply breaks prices

While table egg production remains below year-ago 
levels, producers have been taking steps which should 
lead to expanded output in 2016. Table egg production 
totaled 6.57 billion eggs in November, down 11 per-
cent from a year earlier. The decrease in production 
was a combination of a lower number of hens in the 
table egg flock (down nine percent) and a lower aver-
age rate of lay (down two percent) to 23.4 eggs per 
month. Production of egg-type hatching eggs totaled 
seven million dozen in November, up six percent from 
a year earlier. This increase was due to a nine percent 
increase in the number of hens in the egg-type hatch-
ing flock to 3.4 million birds. USDA forecasts egg 
production will exceed year-earlier levels by the sec-
ond quarter of 2016. Total 2016 production of 7.04 
billion dozen would be four percent greater than last 
year. 

The improving outlook for egg supply pushed prices 
lower in December and led USDA to lower its 2016 
price forecasts significantly. The average wholesale 
price for 2016 is now forecast at $1.41-$1.51 per 
dozen, a decrease of 12 percent from the previous 
forecast and down 19 percent from last year’s $1.82. 
These prices compare to $1.42 in 2014, $1.25 in 2013, 
and $1.17 in 2013. 

Oil value of U.S. soybeans trending higher

Since reaching a low in September, the share of oil’s value in soybeans 
had climbed to near 33 percent in December. While still below the 20-year 
average of 35 percent, it marks the highest value-share for soybean oil since 
May 2013, according to USDA. With large soybean stocks available to 
crush, soybean meal is readily available, albeit at lower prices. The soybean 
oil price, which reached a 10-year low in late 2015, has begun to rise in 
conjunction with other vegetable oils. Reduced global supplies of rape and 
sun oil, along with slower growth in palm oil production, hold the potential 
for a tighter market and continued price strengthening for all oils. Demand 
for soybean oil is strong in part due to its relative abundance, the narrowing 
of its price premium to palm oil, and the increased use in biodiesel. 
Congress recently restored the $1.00 per gallon biodiesel blending credit 
through 2016. USDA forecasts 5.50 billion pounds of soybean oil will be 
used in domestic biodiesel during the 2015/16 marketing year. This is a nine 
percent increase over 2014/15 and accounts for 28 percent of total domes-
tic use. 
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As a member of the Kentucky Farm Bureau, you 
and your family are eligible for American Hearing 
Benefits™. 

American Hearing Benefits offers: 

  Discounts on today’s latest hearing aid technology

  FREE annual hearing consultations

 Access to a nationwide network of 3,000+ hearing professionals

  FREE one-year supply of batteries  

(40 cells per hearing aid purchased)

 One year of FREE office visits (limit of six)

 60-day trial period*

 FREE Deluxe Warranty Plan, including loss and damage*

 Financing plans available (subject to credit approval)

 © 2016 Starkey Hearing Technologies. All Rights Reserved.   1/16  TJAD2739-00-EE-HB  *Professional service fees may apply. 

Speak with one of our Hearing Care Advisors for more 
information and to schedule your FREE Hearing Consultation.

CALL TODAY! 1 (888) 815-1694

NOW AVAILABLE! 
DISCOUNT HEARING BENEFITS

Fourth Quarter Marketbasket Survey 

The decline in the costs of food 
continued its year-long down-
ward pattern as the average 

price of retail food items across the 
Commonwealth decreased as indicated 
by the most recent Kentucky Farm 
Bureau (KFB) Federation’s Marketbasket 
Survey.

The survey is taken quarterly and 
denotes the average total cost of 40 
basic grocery items. During the final 
quarter of 2015, the average price fell 
1.8 percent from $121.64 recorded in 
the third quarter to $119.43, an average 
drop of $2.21.

This latest decline marks the fourth 
quarter in a row where retail food prices 
have fallen in Kentucky.

 Overall, the cost of the surveyed 
items fell $9.71 or 7.5 percent since the 
beginning of 2015. 

The continued drop in food prices 
across the state is in contrast to last 
year’s increases that were indicated in 
all four of the KFB Marketbasket 

Surveys. The final quarter of 2014 
showed the average price of surveyed 
items to be $129.14. 

While economists are slow to credit 
lower food prices with lower commodi-
ty prices, KFB Commodity Division 
Director Joe Cain said it is conceivable 
to think the two are connected.

“Just as we have seen the decline in 
oil prices bring prices down at the gas 
pump, at some point lower commodity 
prices should show up in the grocery 
store,” he said. “That’s good news for 
consumers but unfortunately that means 
our farmers are seeing lower revenues.” 
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*Best Available Rate is defined as the best, non-qualified, unrestricted, publicly available rate on the brand sites for the hotel, date and accommodations requested. The discount for some properties may be 
less than 20% off Best Available Rate.  Certain restrictions may apply.  To redeem this offer, call 877-670-7088 and provide Discount ID 8000002234 at the time of reservation.  Offer not valid if hotel is called 
directly, caller must use toll free numbers listed above.  Advanced reservations are required.  Offer is subject to availability at participating locations and some blackout dates may apply.   Offer cannot be 
combined with any other discounts, offers, group rates, or special promotions.  Discounted rates vary by location and time of year.  Offer is void where prohibited by law and has no cash value.  Dolce Hotels and 
Resorts is not a current participant in the Member Benefits program.

©2015 Wyndham Hotels and Resorts, LLC. All rights reserved. Most properties are independently owned and operated with the exception of certain properties which are managed by an affiliate of the company.

Stay with Wyndham Hotel Group and Farm Bureau members

SAVE UP TO 20% OFF
the Best Available Rate* at over 7,600 hotels worldwide!

To book, call 877-670-7088 
and provide Discount ID 8000002234!
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Harlan County Farm Bureau 
Forestry Day

In an effort to teach students the 
value of Kentucky’s vast wood-
land and forestry industry, Harlan 

County Farm Bureau (HCFB) imple-
mented a plan last fall to reach all 5th 
graders in the county through a forestry 
field day.

HCFB partnered with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
the Kentucky Division of Forestry, Pine 
Mountain Settlement School, Corum 
Tree Farm, and the Kentucky Woodland 
Owners Association to offer students 
the opportunity to get an up-close look 
at forestry during the first ever Harlan 
County Farm Bureau Forestry Day. 

During this field trip, every student 
experienced hands on educational 
activities including but not limited to:  
tree identification, discussion of oppor-
tunities in the forest industry, the heri-
tage of the forest, protecting the echo 
system and how to determine tree val-
ues in the estimation of board feet.

The students, working in small 
groups, spent the first half of the day at 
Pine Mountain Settlement School and 
the other half at the Corum Tree Farm.  
Pine Mountain Settlement School 
Outdoor Education staff took the stu-
dents on a tour of the campus wood-
lands and ended up with sessions in the 
classroom.  During their visit to the tree 
farm, students were taught forestry 
management, tree identification, and 
how to determine tree value in the esti-
mation of board feet.

The farm tour instructors included 
four professional foresters from the 
Division of Forestry, five members of 
the HCFB Board of Directors and three 
of their Young Farmers.

“Many hours of planning went into 
developing this program, and many 
resources were spent over the four days,” 
said HCFB President Don Miniard. “We 
feel like it was worth the effort taken by 
all involved in bringing it to fruition 
and we hope the students will grow up 
to become strong advocates for forestry 
programs that help maintain productive 
sustainable forest resources.”

He added that forestry programs help 
to insure that woodland owners receive 
fair treatment in the market place and 
with state and federal governments.

“With forestry programs in place, we 
can be more effective in dealing with 
important issues such as property taxes, 
forest health, government cost-share 
programs, market news services, insur-
ance and reinvestment of tax dollars in 
renewable resources,” said Miniard.

According to information from the 
University of Kentucky College (UK) of 
Agriculture, Food and Environment’s 
Department of Forestry, in 2014, the 
estimated direct economic impact of 
Kentucky’s forest and wood industry 
was $8.3 billion with a total impact of 
$12.8 billion.

UK Extension Professor Jeff Stringer 
said there is an opportunity to make 
those numbers grow especially in 
Eastern Kentucky.

“A recent study, that is part of the 
Shaping Our Appalachian Region 
(SOAR) initiative, specifically found the 
forestry sector in that region of the state 
could provide about $1.5 billion in addi-
tional direct economic contributions 
and result in 7,498 jobs,” he said. “ If 
induced and indirect contributions are 
factored in, the economic contributions 
could rise as high as an additional $2.3 
billion.”

Stringer added that while agriculture 
and the forestry industry are often 
viewed as being two separate entities, 
most of the state’s timberland (78 per-
cent) is located on private land and 
produces a great opportunity for further 
diversification on Kentucky farms.

“Many of our state farmers are taking 

advantage of the tree crop they have on 
their land from a production stand-
point,” he said. “But there is so much 
more potential there with approximate-
ly $250 million worth of trees (standing 
timber) that are typically purchased 
from Kentucky’s private forest owners 
annually.”

Because of the potential and the mar-
ket that already exist from Kentucky’s 
forest industry, Miniard said the sooner 
young people learn the facts about tree 
farming, the better the chances are this 
industry will continue its growth.

“These students seem so eager to 
learn about one of our greatest natural 
resources and the hope is, through 
events like the Harlan County Farm 
Bureau Forestry Day, that a new genera-
tion will step forward, become involved 
and continue the growth of this indus-
try, not only here in Eastern Kentucky 
but throughout the state,” he said.

Harlan County 5th grade students participated in 
the Harlan County Farm Bureau Forestry Day event 
held last fall. During this field trip, every student 
experienced hands on educational activities in an 
effort to learn more about topics such as tree iden-
tification, discussion of opportunities in the forest 
industry, the heritage of the forest, protecting the 
echo system and how to determine tree values.
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Perhaps no group of individuals 
knows just how small the world 
has become as well as American 

farmers. Exports have become so 
extremely important to producers 
whether their operation is of a large 
scale or small. In fact, the U.S. leads the 
world in ag exports.

Chief Agricultural Negotiator for the 
U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador 
Darci Vetter held a press conference at 
this year’s American Farm Bureau 
Federation annual convention where 
she emphasized the importance of those 
exports as well as the importance of the 
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) to agri-
culture, in general.

She said that 20 percent of farm 
income is related to exports so main-
taining and expanding the opportunity 
to export U.S. agricultural products is 
critical to American agriculture’s bot-
tom line.

“It’s more critical than ever, when 
we’re facing challenging times with 
lower prices,” she said. “I like to think 
about agriculture and trade, as with 
trade being a critical part of our ag 
safety net.”

In a one-on-one interview with 
Kentucky Farm Bureau News, Vetter 
emphasized how valuable the TPP is to 
the network of family owned farms in 
the state and across the country.

She also said, overall the TTP is a 
great deal for U.S. agriculture and, 
across the board, it touches every ag 
product without exception. Vetter added 
that the agreement includes high value 
markets like Japan and gives first-time 
access to many U.S. agricultural prod-
ucts such as dairy, poultry and eggs to 
that country.  

“I would say the high standards of 
this agreement and the mixture of devel-
oped and developing economies that are 
signing on to this means it’s going to 
have huge normative value,” she said. 

If indeed the TPP is going to become 
the “norm” in similar trade agreements, 
it has to get through Congress in the 
midst of a presidential election year. 
Showing its support, the AFBF Board of 
Directors voted last December to sup-
port the agreement noting it promised 
to expand opportunities to some of the 

The Importance of Agriculture Exports

Chief Agricultural Negotiator for the U.S. Trade 
Representative, Ambassador Darci Vetter spoke 
to reporters during a press conference at this 
year’s American Farm Bureau Federation annual 
convention.

fastest growing markets around the 
world.

Vetter said the TPP is likely one of the 
most significant agricultural trade agree-
ments to come along in the past 20 
years but getting to the final agreement 
did not come without a few bumps in 
the road; tobacco being one of those 
areas that came with some issues.

“In the tobacco area, there was a con-
cern by a number of countries at the 
table that tobacco companies would use 
the investor state dispute settlement 
provisions of the agreement to challenge 
a country’s ability to implement tobacco 
control and anti-smoking laws that they 
had agreed through international con-
vention to implement,” she said. 

Vetter pointed out that while a num-
ber of countries said it would be easier 
to just exclude tobacco from the whole 
agreement, it took significant effort to 
show this was a very specific and nar-
row problem and a solution was crafted 
to address that problem.

“I feel very confident that tobacco 
growers throughout the country have a 
very good deal in the TPP where they 
will see increased market access for all 
of their products,” she said. 

Kentucky still leads the way, nation-

ally in the production of burley tobacco, 
it is still the number one cash crop on 
many farms and is important to local 
rural economies.

Vetter said in thinking about ag 
exports as the cornerstone of the coun-
try’s ag safety net, if those foreign mar-
kets stay open and the amount of access 
can be increased, it has a significant 
impact potential in boosting prices. She 
added that farmers are definitely in tune 
with events taking place in other coun-
tries and what it means to their com-
modity prices.

“I think farmers, in some ways more 
than other small business people, 
understand that the globe really affects 
their return,” she said. “I hope, frankly, 
that they can be ambassadors for this 
agreement and talk about how impor-
tant it is that we keep those markets 
stable and that we enact good rules and 
transparency in other countries that 
make it less likely that barriers to our 
exports will pop up.”
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Calling President Barack 
Obama’s veto of a resolution 
(S.J. Res. 22) to disapprove of 

the Waters of the U.S. rule “salt in the 
wounds of farmers and ranchers,” 
American Farm Bureau Federation 
President Zippy Duvall said farmers and 
ranchers were mystified as to why 
Obama continues to support the fatally 
flawed rule.

“The Government Accountability 
Office found the rule was issued with the 
help of illegal ‘covert propaganda’ by 
EPA. Ninety-two members of Congress, 
22 states, numerous cities and counties 
and dozens of industry groups have all 
stood up and said no to this rule. Courts 
have ordered the rule temporarily halted 
because of the harm it will cause. But, 
somehow, the president and the EPA just 
keep pushing. But we won’t stop either. 
We will not rest until this rule is gone,” 
Duvall said in a statement.

The American Farm Bureau Federation 
told Senate Agriculture Committee lead-
ers that it supports the goals of the 
Improving Child Nutrition Integrity 

News from the American Farm Bureau Federation

Newly elected AFBF President Zippy Duvall of 
Georgia and Vice-President Scott VanderWal of 
South Dakota  held a press conference to wrap up 
the recent AFBF annual convention.

and Access Act of 2016.
In a letter to Senate Committee on 

Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry 
Chairman Pat Roberts (R-Kan.), and 
Ranking Member Debbie Stabenow 
(D-Mich.), AFBF said the legislation 
“improves flexibility for school lunch 
programs and reinforces dietary guide-
lines which include dairy, meat, fruits 
and vegetables, and grains.”

“Lifelong healthy eating habits begin 
with children having healthy choices-
and school food programs are pivotal in 
shaping those healthy dietary habits,” 
Farm Bureau’s letter stated. “This child 
nutrition legislation will enhance efforts 
of federal nutrition programs to provide 
nutritious meals and teach healthy eat-
ing behaviors.”

The letter stated that Farm Bureau is 
pleased that the proposed legislation 
includes provisions to boost milk and 
dairy product consumption through the 

National School Lunch Program.
“The Dietary Guidelines for Americans 

recommends three dairy servings per 
day and offering milk with each school 
meal helps to meet that goal,” Farm 
Bureau said. “School meal offerings 
should include milk or dairy products 
for the essential nutrients they provide 
to growing children, such as protein, 
potassium, vitamin D and calcium.”

The letter also highlighted AFBF’s 
long-established support for the Fresh 
Fruit and Vegetable Program, expressed 
support for provisions allowing schools 
to transition to the program standards 
under the hardship exemption and 
emphasized support for the “Buy 
American” provision of the federal 
school lunch program.

President’s veto of anti-WOTUS resolution salt in 
farmers’ wounds, Farm Bureau says

American Farm Bureau expresses support for Senate child 
nutrition legislation goals
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ATTENTION MOBILE HOME OWNERS

Since 1983
roofover.com

800.633.8969®
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EXPERT INSTALLATION

Kubota MX5200
The economical utility tractor packed with big features.

www.kubota.com
Optional equipment may be shown.
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2015

• Powerful 54.7 HP Tier 4-Final, low-noise Kubota diesel engine

• Choose among three Kubota transmission options

• Performance-matched loader, backhoe and other versatile implements available

We are Kubota.
CYNTHIANA

HAYDON EQUIPMENT 
INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE EQUIPMENT 

CO.
859-623-5167

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

SOMERSET
BARLOW FARM 

EQUIPMENT
606-679-3659

www.barlowequipment.com

STANFORD
LAWSON TRACTOR & 

IMPLEMENT II
859-854-3500

www.lawsonstractor.com

USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack held a 
town hall meeting during the recent 
American Farm Bureau Federation 

(AFBF) annual convention taking a number 
of questions from attending members. 

Vilsack began by saying how important 
and beneficial the relationship between 
AFBF and the USDA is to the agriculture 
industry.

“Over the time that I have been secretary, 
it has been a good, positive relationship…
and it’s been a successful relationship,” he 
said. “I think it’s safe to say that without 
Farm Bureau’s advocacy and aggressive 
efforts, we would not have had the 2014 
Farm Bill and certainly we benefited, I 
think, from having a farm bill.”

Vilsack also said trade discussions would 
not be where they are today had it not been 
for AFBF’s involvement.

“Farm Bureau was very important and 
critical to getting the trade promotion 
authority through the Congress which in 
turn allowed us to complete the Trans Pacific 
Partnership negotiations,” he said. “Now we 
face a serious and significant effort to get 
this trade bill through.”

Vilsack continued by telling attendees 
they need to understand, and thinks they do 
understand, how important that trade deal 
is to agriculture.

“The Asian market is the fastest growing 
market. It’s the place where there’s going to be 
significant growth in the middle class con-
sumer that’s going to want high quality prod-
ucts that American producers can provide,” 
he said. “It’s not only important for the eco-
nomic benefits for American agriculture but 
it’s also important for our national security.”

Vilsack pointed out the importance of 
having relationships that enable the building 
of valuable coalitions allowing for a balance 
in that part of the world.

“It’s going to make us safer and a better 
place,” said Vilsack. 

After answering questions from the audi-
ence, Vilsack concluded by saying he appre-
ciates the contributions Farm Bureau mem-
bers make in their communities, seeing 
firsthand how active the organization has 
been in places where he has lived. 

“We’re going to do everything we can at 
USDA to try and be helpful and we’re going 
to continue to have that strong relationship 
(with) the American Farm Bureau 
Federation,” he said. 

USDA Secretary at 
AFBF convention
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•   Faster speeds, up to 60 mph
•   Longer warranty—one year or 1,000 hours
• New power steering option

RSX860i

•  Fully independent suspension
•  Two- and four-passenger options  
 available
•  Starting at $8,139§

XUV550
F ll i d d t i

XUV550

$500  OFF2

XUV825i S4

• New power steering option

IT TAKES MORE THAN A MAP  
TO GET WHERE YOU’RE GOING. 
GO GATOR.

$500  OFF2

XUV825i S4
• 50 hp* EFI, 44 mph (70 km/h)
• Fully independent suspension
$500  OFF2

  ON 2015 MODELS OR PRIOR

1.9%
36 months1

ON ALL GATORS™

FOR

1Offer from October 31, 2015, until February 29, 2016. Subject to approved credit on a revolving plan account, a service of 
John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For consumer use only. No down payment required. 1.9% for 36 months only. Other special rate 
and terms may be available, including installment financing and financing for commercial use. Available at participating 
dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer.
2Offer from October 31, 2015, until February 29, 2016. $500 off all MY15 or prior XUV825i S4/XUV825i; $500 off all 
XUV550/S4 and RSX860i models.
§Prices and models may vary by dealer. Manufacturer suggested list price at $8,139 on Gator XUV550, plus get $500 off 
on XUV550. Prices are suggested retail prices only and are subject to change without notice at any time. Dealer may sell 
for less. Shown with optional equipment not included in the price. Attachments and implements sold separately. Some 
restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. 
Available at participating dealers. Before operating or riding, always refer to the safety and operating information on the 
vehicle and in the operator’s manual. Actual vehicle top speed may vary based on belt wear, tire selection, vehicle tow 
weight, fuel condition, terrain and other environmental factors.
*The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison 
purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer to the engine manufacturer’s website for 
additional information. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are 
trademarks of Deere & Company.

BOWLING GREEN
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-781-4747
www.wrightimp.com

GLASGOW
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-678-9200
www.wrightimp.com

HARDINSBURG
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-756-5152
www.wrightimp.com

NEW CASTLE
HENRY COUNTY SUPPLY, INC.

502-845-5620
www.henrycountysupply.com

OWENSBORO
WRIGHT IMPLEMENT

270-683-3606
www.wrightimp.com

www.call811.com www.kindermorgan.com/public_awareness

The soil on your farm or ranch is rich with nutrients and minerals….
AND underground pipelines.
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, in order to notify utility companies who will be affected by the excavation. 
The company will respond to your call and mark their facilities in your work area. This is a FREE service.
No one digs more dirt than America’s Farmers and Ranchers.
No matter if you’re deep tilling, drain tiling, ditch cleaning or moving heavy loads.
Understanding what’s below ground will help you DIG SAFELY
CALL 811 BEFORE YOU DIG, EVERY TIME!!!

Call

and minerals



PROVEN PERFORMANCE. 
2015 INDEPENDENT TESTING RESULTS

*® XL is a registered trademark of Pioneer. XL® brand seed is distributed by Beck’s Superior Hybrids, Inc. 

TESTING ENTITY BRAND TRIAL/CITY STATE YIELD
RANK

TOTAL
ENTRIES

 YIELD    
 BU./A.

University of Kentucky 493R4TM* Group 4 Late/SUMMARY KY 1st 75 72.0

University of Kentucky 522L4 Group 5/Hancock KY 1st 24 59.5

University of Kentucky 424L4 Group 4 Early/Hancock KY 2nd 72 59.6

University of Kentucky 493R4TM* Group 4 Late/Calloway KY 2nd 71 76.9

University of Kentucky 474L4 Group 4 Late/Hancock KY 3rd 71 68.8

University of Kentucky 522L4 Group 5/SUMMARY KY 4th 24 62.5

BECKSHYBRIDS.COM  |  800.937.2325


