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You’ve got to-do lists and can’t-wait-to-do lists. Case IH can help you Be ready for both 
with Case IH Scout UTVs and Farmall tractors. Move, mow, blade, clear and more with the 
simple operation, rugged reliability, maneuverability and power of legendary Farmall tractors. 
Haul feed, track deer, discover new trails and take your crew along for the ride with a Case IH 
Scout 4WD utility vehicle. To learn more, see your Case IH dealer today or go to caseih.com

EXCLUSIVE FARM BUREAU MEMBER REBATES
$300 Rebate
Case IH Scout™,
Farmall® A & Compacts
31 – 60HP

$500 Rebate
Farmall® Utility Tractors
55 – 105HP

$500 Rebate
Maxxum® Series
110 – 139HP

b

©2011 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

ELIZABETHTOWN
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2655
jacobisales.com

GLASGOW
J & J SALES INC.

800-669-5480
jandjsalesinc.com 270-651-5480

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER 

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER 

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

MURRAY
MCKEEL EQUIPMENT CO.

800-852-9736
www.mckeelequipment.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com
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i can recall a few periods over the course 
of my many years of farming when I was 
hesitant to encourage a young person 

to pursue a farming career. High interest rates 
and low commodity prices will generate that 
line of thinking.

But today, there are a number of positive 
factors that when added up, amount to a very 
encouraging outlook for the future of agricul-
ture and those who farm the land. I’m con-
vinced there is a promising opportunity for young people to enter the 
business, as well as for existing young farmers to expand if they so 
desire.

The landscape of Kentucky agriculture has changed dramatically 
since the 2001 advent of our agricultural development initiative. Our 
farm economy no longer revolves around just two commodities (tobacco 
and cattle). We’re now highly diversified in the production sector. And 
just as importantly, we’ve developed a sound infrastructure to help pro-
ducers sell what they produce.

Kentucky farmers have more reasonable choices and available 
resources at their disposal than ever before. Throw in favorable interest 
rates and good market conditions for virtually every significant farm com-
modity common in Kentucky, we therefore have a highly favorable cli-
mate for beginning farmers. In addition, there are many signs pointing to 
long-term strength for American agriculture.

Agriculture certainly offers far more opportunities than when my 
father and grandfather farmed the land. Expanded world trade allows 
today’s farmers to be more competitive. Technology allows them to be 
more productive and efficient. And unlike the old days, today’s farmers 
aren’t just producing food and fiber; they’re also a significant source of 
energy.

Farm Bureau always has embraced the responsibility of nurturing 
and guiding young farmers. We strive to provide them with the necessary 
tools for success. Indeed, it is our duty to ensure they have every oppor-
tunity to succeed in our highly-competitive industry.

For veteran farmers like me, it’s important to impart the lessons we 
have learned, remembering that someone once offered us a helping 
hand. So now is a great time to encourage young farmers to step forward, 
seize the opportunity and meet their potential. We need these young 
people to emerge as the lifeblood of our organization, and the future of 
our industry.
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Maintaining the Kentucky 
Agricultural Development 
Fund (KADF) is a high KFB 

priority for this legislative session. Roger 
Thomas, who plays a key role in adminis-
tering the fund in his role of Executive 
Director of the Governor’s Office for 
Agricultural Policy (GOAP), says that’s an 
issue warranting close attention because 
“the fund is at a critical point.”

Thomas said the amount of money 
available for state and regional projects 
has dramatically declined in recent years 
because of two factors: (1) An increasing 

KADF debt service obligation for infra-
structure and other projects approved by 
the legislature in previous state budgets, 
and (2) declining Master Settlement 
Agreement money due to slumping ciga-
rette sales in the U.S.

“The debt service obligations are dimin-
ishing the opportunities for state and 
regional investments. Moving debt service 
from the KADF to the General Fund may 
not be an option until state revenues 
improve,” said Thomas. “The Budget chal-
lenges will be one that policy makers will 
deal with during this legislative session.”

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU

Helping protect the  
most valuable thing you own: 

your good name.

S U P P O R T I N G  A G R I C U L T U R E       I N S U R A N C E  S E R V I C E S       M E M B E R  B E N E F I T S       K Y F B . C O M

ID THEFT RECOVERY SERVICES FOR KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU MEMBERS.
Identity theft is the fastest growing crime in America. As a KFB member, you have access to the services of ID Experts. 
All eligible family members in the household are covered and the service is included in your annual membership dues.

SUSPECT YOUR IDENTITY HAS BEEN STOLEN? 
•	Call	the	toll-free	number	listed	below	to	speak	with	a	trained	Member	Service	Specialist.	
•	A	Personal	Recovery	Advocate	will	use	a	Limited	Power	of	Attorney	and	work	to	restore	

your	identity,	staying	on	the	case	until	your	identity	is	restored	to	pre-theft	status.

Visit kyfb.com or use the QR code to find out about all other member benefits.

1-866-827-4355

Thomas is optimistic concerning the 
continued support for the KADF local 
county investments. These are projects 
submitted by county agriculture develop-
ment councils for approval by the state 
board. This amount has been approxi-
mately one third of the total dollars avail-
able in KADFs. Virtually every county in 
Kentucky has benefitted from these pro-
grams.  Governor Steve Beshear and leg-
islative leaders --  including Senator Ag 
Committee Chairman David Givens and 
House Ag Committee Chairman Tom 
McKee -- are among many in Frankfort 
who have vowed to continue their sup-
port for allocating 50 percent of the 
Master Settlement Agreement to the 
KADF. The challenge, said Thomas, is 
that the fund is dwindling down to a level 
that limits opportunities for projects with 
regional impact.

“We have to utilize the limited resourc-
es we have for the best possible impact,” 
he said.  As a result of eight regional 
stakeholder meetings and various other 
information gathering efforts in 2011 the 
KADB has identified priorities for future 
investments, said Thomas. The Kentucky 
Agricultural Development Board which 
is chaired by Governor Steve Beshear 
and, includes former KFB President Sam 
Moore, current KFB Director Pat 
Henderson and former KFB Director Jim 
Mahan, supports continuing the invest-
ments in statewide projects  such as the 
Kentucky Proud Program, Kentucky Beef 
Network, Kentucky Horticulture Council 
and Kentucky Dairy Development 
Council. And during a planning meeting 
back in October the group expressed sup-
port for large-scale agribusiness projects.

Thomas noted additional interest in 
projects to boost exports of Kentucky 
farm commodities, as well as the on-farm 
energy efficiency program initiated by 
the Beshear administration.

2012 marks the 11th year of the Master 
Settlement Agreement between tobacco 
companies and state governments. Since 
its inception in 2001, Kentucky’s agricul-
ture development initiative has invested 
more than $365 million to an array of 
state, regional and local projects affecting 
thousands of farm families and agribusi-
nesses.

Ag Development Fund dwindling
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Kentucky Farm Bureau is a voluntary 

organization of farm families and their 

allies dedicated to serving as the voice 

of agriculture by identifying problems, 

developing solutions and taking actions 

which will improve net farm income, 

achieve better economic opportunities 

and enhance the quality of life for all.

“The Voice of Kentucky Agriculture”

kyfb.com

The farm bill that Congress is work-
ing on now will certainly look dif-
ferent than any previous legisla-

tion. Times have changed. The U.S. economy, 
consumers’ attitudes on food production and 
even farmers’ opinions on how best to run 
their businesses are all different from the last 
go-round. So, as we head into creating the 
new legislation, it’s important that Farm 
Bureau lead the discussion.

Earlier this year, after much thought and 
deliberation, the American Farm Bureau developed a plan to establish a 
catastrophic revenue loss program. This plan is unique in that it will help 
protect America’s farmers from losses that truly endanger the very core 
of their farms. At the same time, it recognizes today’s budget realities.  It 
is also unique in that it can be applied to a broader range of commodities, 
like fruits and vegetables.

In past farm programs, the government simply wrote checks to farm-
ers to help them sustain America’s food supply. But times are chang-
ing. While the majority of Americans think farmers need help, they don’t 
agree on just writing checks. We want to flip that around. Government 
should accept systemic risk, which would lower insurance premiums for 
farmers and allow them to choose their own coverage at a much lower 
cost. Our proposal is a new approach to farm policy.

Not only would the Farm Bureau’s plan get rid of direct and counter-
cyclical payments, it would eliminate the need for disaster assistance for 
crops, which, as we’ve experienced in the past, offers no assurance to 
farmers when catastrophe happens.   

The Farm Bureau plan is the best possible solution for a new farm 
program. It’s scalable depending on what the final budget is and could be 
utilized for all commodities as long as they are covered by crop insur-
ance. But, most importantly, it offers farmers peace of mind.

b o b  s t a l l m a n
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competition, also finishing in the top ten. 
This award recognizes young farmers and 
ranchers who do not derive the majority of 
their income from an agricultural opera-
tion, but who actively contribute and grow 
through their involvement in agriculture, 
their leadership ability and participation in 
Farm Bureau and other organizations. 

Sierra Enlow of LaRue County was 
Kentucky’s representative in the Young 
Farmer & Rancher Discussion Meet. This 
competition simulates a committee meet-
ing in which active discussion and partici-
pation are expected. Participants are eval-
uated on their ability to exchange ideas 
and information on the topic: “How do we 
capitalize on the growing demand for agri-
cultural products?” 

Greenup and Taylor County Farm 

KFB Director Terry Gilbert accepted the Apex Award from AFBF President Bob Stallman at a break-

fast fundraiser.  KFB received the award for its support of the AFBF Foundation for Agriculture.

M
ore than 400 KFB 
members, including 
26 voting delegates, 
participated in last 

month’s AFBF annual meeting.
In addition to helping establish 

2012’s national priority issues, the KFB 
members were also able to take in a vari-
ety of industry-based seminars and sup-
port the state’s representatives compet-
ing for national recognition in a variety of 
contests. Approximately 7,000 members 
from across the country attended.
Kentucky highlights included:

KFB was honored with five Awards of 
Excellence for demonstrating outstanding 
achievements in meeting its members’ 
needs in the categories of: Agriculture 
Education and Promotion, Leadership 
Development, Member Services, Policy 
Implementation and Public Relations and 
Information. 

KFB was specially recognized for 
accomplishing 50 consecutive years of 
membership growth, becoming only the 
second state Farm Bureau in the country 
to reach that milestone. 

Michael and Nora McCain of 
Washington County represented Kentucky 
in the Young Farmer & Rancher 
Achievement Award competition, finishing 
in the top ten. This award recognizes young 
farmers and ranchers who have excelled in 
their farming or ranching operations and 
exhibited superior leadership abilities. 
Participants are evaluated on a combina-
tion of their agricultural operation’s growth 
and financial progress, Farm Bureau leader-
ship and leadership outside of Farm Bureau. 

Adam Hinton of Fleming County was 
Kentucky’s representative in the Young 
Farmer & Rancher Excellence in Agriculture 

KFB reaps  
national honors

Bureaus were among the 25 counties invit-
ed to share their creative programs as part 
of AFBF’s County Activities of Excellence. 
The displays spotlight innovative programs 
by county Farm Bureaus in five categories: 
Education & Agriculture Promotion; 
Leadership Development; Member 
Services; Policy Implementation; and 
Public Relations & Information. 

KFB was also awarded the AFBF 
Foundation for Agriculture’s Apex Award, 
given to states who donated 10 percent 
more to the Foundation than the previous 
year. Donations to the AFBF Foundation 
for Agriculture are used to further the 
organization’s mission to build awareness, 
understanding and a positive public per-
ception of agriculture through education. 

Policy calls for new  
approach to farm program
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KFB had 26 delegates at the annual meeting. Pictured at the business session, from left in the front 

row, are KFB Directors Eddie Melton, Fritz Giesecke, Terry Gilbert, Mary Kate Kordes, Kelly Thurman 

and Jay Coleman.

production decisions.”
“Our delegates approved a program to 

help farmers manage the many different 
types and levels of risk they face today, in 
particular catastrophic revenue losses that 
can threaten the viability of a farm or ranch,” 
said AFBF President Bob Stallman. “That is 
consistent with what we believe is the core 
mission of the federal farm program.”

Stallman was re-elected as AFBF 
president for a seventh two-year term. He 
is a cattle and rice producer from 
Columbus, Texas. In addition, Barry 
Bushue was re-elected to a third two-year 
term as AFBF vice president. Bushue pro-
duces berries and nursery plants in Boring, 
Ore., and also serves as Oregon FB presi-
dent.  KFB President Mark Haney contin-
ues to serve on the board as a representa-
tive from the southeast region. 

The delegates defeated a proposal to 
retain the current farm bill’s direct pay-
ments. In addition, by almost a two-to-one 

N
ational farm poli-
cy should be 
rewritten this year 
to establish a pro-
gram that pro-

tects farmers from catastrophic revenue 
losses by using a flexible combination of 
fiscally responsible tools, said voting dele-
gates at AFBF’s 93rd Annual Meeting. 
KFB had 26 delegates.

In approving policy for 2012, the farm-
ers and ranchers endorsed a multi-pronged 
proposal, including a provision for cata-
strophic revenue loss protection that 
works with a flexible range of crop insur-
ance products, as well as amending the 
current farm bill’s marketing loan provi-
sions to better reflect market values.

The adopted policy calls for a farm bill 
that “provides strong and effective safety 
net and risk management programs that 
do not guarantee a profit and minimizes 
the potential for farm programs affecting 

Policy calls for new  
approach to farm program

margin, the delegates defeated an amend-
ment that would have allowed a patchwork 
of support through multiple programs for 
different commodities and regions. 

“Delegate action against the patchwork 
approach recognized that it is impossible to 
ensure equity between diverse programs for 
various commodities,” Stallman said. 
“Without that assurance, one program would 
inevitably provide more government protec-
tion than the next program and we would 
inadvertently be encouraging producers to 
take their signals from government programs 
rather than the marketplace.

“Our delegates approved a policy that 
is flexible enough to work within the funding 
constraints we, as a nation, are facing, and 
the fiscal challenges we have a duty to 
address,” Stallman said. “Our delegates rec-
ognize we need to move beyond the poli-
cies of the past and to move toward pro-
grams to help producers deal with risk.”

In a related discussion on dairy policy, 
delegates voted to move away from the cur-
rent dairy price support and Milk Income 
Loss Contract programs and toward a pro-
gram that bases risk protection on milk 
prices minus feed costs. This takes produc-
tion costs into consideration, as well as rec-
ognizes the dairy industry’s regional differ-
ences, according to Stallman.

On renewable fuels, the delegates 
reaffirmed support for the federal 
Renewable Fuels Standard by defeating an 
amendment to strike that support.

“The RFS remains critical to the viabili-
ty of ethanol as an alternative to imported 
petroleum fuel,” explained Stallman, “and 
the delegates felt that continuing to sup-
port production and use of domestic renew-
able fuels was a national security issue.”
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AFBF women adopt  
“empowered” theme

KFB President Mark Haney and Vice Presidents Eddie Melton and 

Fritz Giesecke at the business session.  

into this year and, I am convinced, into the 
foreseeable future.” 

American agriculture’s successes have 
come in the face of challenges, Stallman 
said, including droughts and doubts about 
the future of agricultural policy; floods, 
and a deluge of government regulatory 
actions; storms, and an often tempestuous 
public conversation about the farmer’s 
role in feeding our nation. 

Stallman discussed Farm Bureau’s 
Systemic Risk Reduction Program propos-
al, which he said would help protect farm-
ers from catastrophic losses while recog-
nizing today’s budget realities. He called 
on delegates to put the organization on a 
solid footing.

Stallman said the cost of federal regu-
lations falls the hardest on small business-
es such as family-owned farms and ranch-
es. He commended members for their 
grassroots engagement to push back 

A
merica’s farmers and 
ranchers are more 
productive than 
ever and are provid-
ing a solid economic 

foundation for the nation, AFBF President 
Bob Stallman said in his keynote address 
at the annual meeting.

Farm and ranch families are growing 
more food with fewer resources than ever 
before, Stallman said. 

“Over a 20-year period, corn yields 
are up 41 percent. Per bushel soil loss has 
fallen by 70 percent. Water use per bushel 
of corn is down 27 percent. All major crops 
show similar trends,” said Stallman.

He also extolled the record-breaking 
growth in U.S. agricultural exports over the 
past year.

“We sold $42.5 billion more in agricul-
tural products than we imported in 2011,” 
he added. “That number will stay strong 

Stallman says farmers
provide “solid foundation”

against government overreach.
Just as important as these policy con-

cerns is the conversation with consumers, 
he said. 

“We must engage directly with the 
consumer as an industry in ways we haven’t 
before,” Stallman said. “And while we must 
fully engage in this ongoing national dia-
logue about food and the devoted care we 
take when we grow it, we must also never 
ever forget to listen.”

He said the U.S. Farmers and 
Ranchers Alliance, a group of 77 agricul-
tural organizations and companies, includ-
ing AFBF and KFB, is doing just that by lis-
tening to and answering Americans’ ques-
tions, as well as giving farmers and ranch-
ers an opportunity to raise their voices.

“From the environment to the econo-
my, trade and jobs, we have a great story to 
tell,” Stallman proclaimed. 
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media game in 2011, forging connections 
with consumers and responding to ques-
tions about what we do on our farms and 
ranches to produce food.” She urged mem-
bers to continue consider using social 
media to help put a face on agriculture.

Elaborating on the final facet of the 
tri-part theme, Gilbert said, “Strong 
reflects how the AFB Women’s Leadership 
Committee helps women build on their 
strengths, as agricultural professionals 
and leaders. This refers especially to 
speaking up and speaking out about agri-
cultural and legislative issues.”

A National Women’s Leadership 
Conference coordinated by the commit-

“E
n g a g e d , 
Empowered, 
Strong” was 
announced as 

the 2012-2013 theme of the Women’s 
Leadership Program. Committee Chair 
Terry Gilbert, a KFB Director from Boyle 
County, explained the new theme of the 
program during the annual business meet-
ing of the AFB Women.

“By engaged, I mean that our pro-
gram provides opportunities for women 
to get involved in an organization that 
represents all of agriculture,” said Gilbert. 
“Empowered’ describes how Farm Bureau 
Women use their training and knowledge 
to tell their stories in authentic, dynamic 
ways — to consumers, lawmakers, teach-
ers, students and others.”

Gilbert noted that Farm Bureau 
Women “really stepped up their social 

A
FBF’s Women’s 
L e a d e r s h i p 
Committee is hosting 
its sixth annual 

Women’s Communication Boot Camp, 
July 17-20 in Washington, D.C., and invites 
all Farm Bureau women to apply. The Boot 
Camp is a unique leadership training 
opportunity for women who want to beef 
up their ability to speak, use social media, 
work with the news media and talk with 
elected officials on behalf of agriculture 
and Farm Bureau. All women who are 
Farm Bureau members may apply. ”

AFBF women adopt  
“empowered” theme

Women’s “Boot 
Camp” is in July

tee every two years is open to all Farm 
Bureau women and provides ample 
opportunities for professional develop-
ment. More than 600 attendees partici-
pated in the 2011 conference; the next 
one is planned for 2013 in Las Vegas.

The committee annually sponsors the 
Women’s Communications Boot Camp, an 
intensive training seminar that is open to 
all Farm Bureau women. Coming up in 
February, the committee and Farm 
Bureaus around the nation will hold con-
sumer outreach events during Food 
Check-Out Week while also supporting 
Ronald McDonald Houses and other chari-
ties with food and monetary donations.

KET 
Wednesdays: 12:30 a.m., ET

KET2
Saturdays: 5:30 p.m., ET

KETKY
Sundays: 7:30 a.m, 10:00 p.m., ET
Tuesdays: 12:30 p.m., ET
Thursdays: 8:30 p.m., ET 
Friday: 7:30 a.m. ET

RFD-TV, DirecTV Channel 345, Dish Network Channel 231
Wednesdays: 2:00 p.m., 12:00 a.m., ET

PREMIERE WEEK - FEBRUARY 12
Watch the new season

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU’S

For a full listing, go to bluegrassandbackroads.com



1010 2 0 1 2  A F B F  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

five percent to 10 percent of a farmer’s 
losses. 

AFBF economist John Anderson pro-
vided an explanation of  Farm Bureau’s 
Systemic Risk Reduction Program farm bill 
proposal, which is designed to protect 
farmers from catastrophic revenue losses. 
Proposed SRRP coverage levels would be 
in the 70 percent to 80 percent range. It 
would be administered by the Agriculture 
Department’s Risk Management Agency 
and operate as a core program with farm-
ers buying crop insurance as “wrap-around” 
revenue risk protection. 

One of the most attractive features 
of the SRRP proposal, according to 
Anderson, is the impact it would have 
on lowering farmers’ crop insurance 
premiums.

Risk management is vital
Solid risk management “has never 

been more important” for producers of 
the nation’s major commodities, given a 
range of volatility factors, North Carolina 
State University Extension specialist 
Nicholas Piggott told producers during a 
session on the outlook for corn, soybeans, 
wheat and cotton. The agricultural econo-
mist said that he anticipates “another 
fierce acreage-bidding war” this season. 
“This is fantastic for you farmers out there,” 
Piggott argued, citing producer reaction to 
strong market signals.

However, “acreage is not limited,” and 
tight corn stocks and continued high prices 
should translate to a significant boost in 
nationwide corn acreage, likely at the 
expense of cotton, and possibly soybean, 
production. Piggott noted 2011 was a 
“great year” for corn, cotton, and wheat 
but only a “moderate year” for soybeans, 
and this season’s U.S. bean market out-
come may depend largely on South 
American weather and its impact on for-

F
ollowing are highlights 
from various workshops 
conducted at the AFBF 
annual meeting:

Farm bill needed this year
Farmers will be better off if Congress 

can agree on a new farm bill this year, 
AFBF farm policy specialist Mary Kay 
Thatcher said.

With Congress unable to agree on 
much these days and with a shrinking bud-
get to work with, passing a new farm bill 
could be an uphill climb and get pushed to 
next year.

“There is no upside to that,” Thatcher 
said. “There will be even more budget cuts 
if that happens. There’s every reason to 
push it through this year if we can.”

Thatcher outlined the political situa-
tion surrounding the farm bill, including 
growing support in Congress for limiting 
eligibility by capping farmers’ income and 
increasing use of food stamps and other 
nutrition programs as the U.S. economy 
remains sluggish. 

“The economy will be a tremendous 
issue going forward,” said Thatcher, “and 
one of the reasons it will be difficult to fin-
ish a farm bill in 2012.”

Nutrition programs already account 
for about 76 percent of the farm bill’s total 
$911 billion in spending over 10 years. 

In addition, the growing cost of crop 
insurance premium subsidies, which grew 
from $4.7 billion in 2010 to $7 billion in 
2011, could make them more of a target 
for cuts. 

Thatcher also provided an analysis of 
how other farm groups’ “shallow-loss” pro-
posals could leave a lot of farmers in dire 
straits in years of catastrophic farm reve-
nue losses. Most of those proposals would 
provide support more often but only cover 

Workshop reports . . .
eign supply. 

“Unless the corn price comes down, 
which I doubt it will with the tight corn 
stocks, we’re going to need soybean prices 
to rally significantly to beat those (soy-
bean-to-corn) acres back,” Piggott advised. 
“I think the balance sheets will look stron-
ger for corn.”

Continued ethanol profitability also 
weighs in favor of increased corn plantings, 
he said, especially if the biofuels industry 
can overcome current regulatory and logis-
tical obstacles and opposition from the 
small equipment sector to new 15 percent 
ethanol/gasoline blends. Hearty retail 
“E15” adoption could mean a 50 percent 
boost in ethanol market growth, Piggott 
projected.

Given a significant increase in cotton 
ending stocks for 2011 and concurrently 
healthy crops out of Australia, Pakistan 
and India, corn or wheat likely will grab 
more southern cotton acres in 2012. 

Piggott sees growers weathering 2012 
in good stead if they can manage antici-
pated high price volatility, particularly if 
they can sell crops in the top third of the 
market. That suggests reliance on crop 
insurance to provide a “base,” informed 
use of options, and aggressive forward 
contracting of “small parcels” -- ideally, 
crop increments of no more than five per-
cent.

Cattle numbers continue to drop
Consumers should expect little relief 

in the price of beef as cattle producers 
continue to decrease their herds because 
of soaring feed prices and a weak econo-
my, said Dr. James Mintert, professor of Ag 
Economics and assistant director of 
Extension at Purdue University.

High demand for ethanol has forced 
the price of corn to nearly double in the 
past few years, driving livestock produc-
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energy, money and best thinking if they 
want to stop the proliferation of federal 
regulations that threaten their businesses, 
a U.S. Chamber of Commerce official said.

“This isn’t academic folks,” said Reed 
Rubinstein, senior counsel for the Chamber 
of Commerce. “When the federal govern-
ment exercises its authority, it can send 
you to jail. We are all one regulation away 
from being out of business.”

Most of the “hyper regulation” cur-
rently affecting farmers stems from expan-
sion of environmental law, he said, but new 
health care regulations and financial reform 
will add to their regulatory burden in the 
next five to 10 years.

Increasingly, the Environmental 
Protection Agency is emphasizing ecologi-
cal sustainability of agriculture in its regu-
latory programs, based on what it says are 
public concerns, Rubinstein said. 
“Translation: ‘You need somebody to tell 
you how to run your business because 
you’re not doing it in the right way,” he said. 
“But who’s going to decide what ‘sustain-
able’ means?”

EPA also is having internal discussions 
about moving away from place-based reg-
ulations supported by science to a holistic 
approach, which includes concern for 
social issues in writing regulations, he said.

Farmers need to get engaged in these 
issues, Rubinstein said, and comment on 
proposed regulations at every level of gov-
ernment. 

Hyper regulation is also a state and 
local issue, he emphasized. Farmers need 
to be willing to serve on federal and local 
advisory panels that draft and review regu-
lations, and file lawsuits if necessary. 

“If you’re not in there punching, you 
don’t have a chance,” he said.

In addition to responding, farmers 
and ranchers need to be proactive in 
addressing issues, he said. “We all want 
clean water, clean air,” he said. “We need 
to ask, ‘how do we work together to 

tion costs up and putting cattle producers 
in the red. They’ve responded by raising 
fewer cattle, according to Mintert. 

“Beef producers are recouping pro-
duction costs by putting less meat on con-
sumers’ plates,” Mintert said. “Fewer 
pounds of meat mean higher prices 
throughout the system.”

From 1925 to 1975 the beef industry 
was relatively healthy, Mintert explained, 
as demand and production grew with the 
population and income growth. The span 
from 1975 to 2011 looks a lot different, as 
the number of cattle dropped from 132 
million head to 90 million in 2011.

“That’s the picture of an industry 
shrinking because of a lack of profitability,” 
Mintert said. “This is an industry that has 
struggled to make money for a long time.”

A saving grace for the beef industry is 
the export market, which has rebounded 
from the lows in 2004 when a case of 
bovine spongiform encephalopathy was 
discovered in a U.S. cow. The United States 
is now a net beef exporter.

“That has really helped hold down the 
number of pounds we put in front of con-
sumers,” Mintert said.

The pork industry, on the other hand, 
is much healthier, as production has 
increased 30 percent during the last 20 
years in the United States and Canada. 
Pork producers face the same challenges 
as beef concerning feed costs, and like 
beef producers, are putting fewer pounds 
of pork on consumer plates. The differ-
ence is pork exports. Today, almost one 
pound of pork in four goes to the export 
market.

“Export growth has helped pork see 
steady increases over a long period of 
time,” Mintert said. “Pork exports were up 
15 percent this year over last year. They 
are up 54 percent compared to 2007.”

Federal regs present a threat
Farmers need to commit their time, 

achieve it’” in a way that doesn’t handicap 
farmers’ ability to grow food.

Rubinstein also encouraged farmers 
and ranchers to support legislation that 
would regulate how EPA settles lawsuits 
filed against it. Often environmental 
groups sue the agency to advance their 
agenda and EPA settles the lawsuits in a 
manner that establishes the regulatory 
control the groups wanted. Farmers can 
find coalition partners in other groups that 
feel as strongly as they do about private 
property rights, he suggested.

There also is value in publicizing exces-
sive regulations, Rubinstein said, such as 
EPA’s plan to regulate spilled milk under 
the Spill Prevention, Control and 
Countermeasures program. The agency 
backed off when the plan was brought to 
the attention of the general public. 

Asian markets are booming
As global demand for U.S. agricultural 

products continues to grow, American 
farmers can expect to see an increasing 
number of opportunities in China and 
other Asian markets in 2012, according to 
William Westman, Vice President for 
International Trade at the Meat Institute.

“There are tremendous opportunities 
in China,” said Westman. “You have four 
times the population of the United States 
on two-thirds the size of the land and 225 
cities anticipated to have populations of at 
least one million people by 2025. And just 
like us, they want what is best for their 
families. They want safe food and, with 
their emerging middle class, they now want 
more proteins and higher quality food.”

China also has more than $3 trillion in 
foreign exchange reserves and is starting 
to use it. The country’s agricultural produc-
tion isn’t adequately keeping pace with its 
rapidly growing population, even in areas 
where farmers are producing multiple 
crops per year on intensively utilized land. 
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when tobacco auction warehouses 
made way for contract buying 
stations, he was there, offering 
growers numbers, information 
and perspective.

When the decades-old tobacco program was sinking and 
farmers were fighting for a quota buyout, he was there to 
help guide them through a tenuous time.

Through billion-dollar sales seasons, poor crop years, 
volatile market conditions and political challenges, Will Snell 
was at the forefront of the tobacco scene, serving as the num-
bers guru, economic go-to guy and media superstar. 

The mild-mannered University of Kentucky Agricultural 
Economist emerged as one of the best-known and most-
respected officials in Kentucky agriculture after working 
through the highs and lows in the state’s tobacco economy 
that has seen as much change in the last 15 years as the 
previous 200 years combined. 

When the state’s large and community newspapers wrote 
any story on tobacco, Snell was the man to track down for 
a quote. When tobacco farmers needed information about 
manufacturers’ plans during the move to contracting, Snell 
fanned out across the state for county and regional tobacco 
meetings where he offered farmers objective information 
about markets and company intentions. When growers 
wondered how the tobacco buyout would affect them, Snell 
was the man they looked to for answers.

And year after year, growers have looked to Snell to assess 
market conditions and outlooks. And they listen reverently.

Snell, who grew up on a typical tobacco and beef cattle 
farm near Paris, never intended to study tobacco policy and 
markets when he entered the University of Kentucky in 
1979. But his work with noted tobacco economist and ag 
economics professor Milt Shuffett moved him to study 
tobacco economics and earn all three of his degrees from 
UK. He started his teaching and extension work in 1989, 
just as the world of the tobacco farmers was changing 
politically, economically and socially. That put Snell, with 
his objective numbers and ability to communicate with 
growers, company officials and politicians alike, at the cen-
ter of the whirlwind.

“I just happened to be in the right place at the right time,” 
Snell said.

Shelby County tobacco farmer and state Senator Paul 
Hornback said Snell’s assistance to growers was invaluable 
during those tumultuous times.

“You can’t measure the contribution he gave to farmers, 
especially during the buyout,” Hornback said.  “If we wanted 
to know anything about the worldwide markets, Will was 

the one to go to for the true numbers.”
Roger Thomas, executive director of the Governor’s 

Office of Agricultural Policy, also praised Snell’s efforts on 
behalf of Kentucky tobacco growers during the uncertain 
days surrounding the tobacco buyout.

“Dr. Snell has been instrumental in working with policy mak-
ers, tobacco farmers and agricultural leaders to provide them 
with the most up-to-date information as it relates to tobacco 
economics across the state,” Thomas said. “He was a true leader 
in the policy analysis of the tobacco buyout legislation.”

Changing focus
Snell still lives in Bourbon County with his wife, Amy. 

They have two daughters, Lucy Ann and Caroline.
While Snell’s knowledge of tobacco policy and markets, 

domestic and international, put him in the spotlight for 
almost a decade – from the late 90s to the mid-2000s – that 
period also marked the beginning of the end of tobacco’s 
domination of the state’s agricultural economy. In 1997, 
tobacco peaked in value, accounting for $900 million in 
receipts and garnering 25 percent of the state’s ag revenue. 
In the 1990s, 60,000 farm families in Kentucky grew tobac-
co. During the post-buyout years 2005-2010, tobacco 
receipts averaged $340 million per year, and Snell predicts 
tobacco may struggle to hit $300 million in receipts in the 
next several years. Once king of ag commodities, tobacco 
likely ended 2011 in sixth place, behind poultry, horses, 

Will Snell

Tracking the Trends
UK’s Will Snell is widely respected for steering growers straight during 
tobacco’s twists and turns

By Walt Reichert



corn, soybeans, and beef cattle, according 
to UK estimates. And the next ag census 
will probably reveal that the state is down 
to about 5,000 tobacco farmers, Snell 
said.

Snell said he foresaw the decline in 
tobacco revenue but didn’t expect the 
other commodities to grow as rapidly. 

“I don’t think anybody can say they saw $6 
corn and $13 soybeans, and those prices won’t 
likely last,” Snell said. “But what we didn’t see 
is that the size of the pie would get bigger.”

But he said tobacco will likely continue 
to have a place in the state’s agricultural 
lineup and predicts that, in the short-
term at least, growers may enjoy higher 
prices as companies may struggle to 
ensure supply security.

“The big questions will be what will hap-
pen with FDA oversight and the labor prob-
lems,” Snell said. “Those are two issues we 
don’t have a lot of control over. But it’s still a 
viable and sustainable industry.”

Snell also predicts that while fewer tobac-
co farmers will grow larger crops, there will 
still be room for the smaller growers.

“Small to medium-sized farms may 
show better yields and the quality that the 
companies want,” Snell said.

For Snell, the change in tobacco’s share 
of the state’s agriculture pie has also 
meant a change in job focus; tobacco no 
longer consumes his agenda. He said 
tobacco now accounts for about 20 per-
cent of his work for UK. Teaching a class 
in food and agricultural marketing takes 
up another 20 percent, as does studying 
and reporting on macro economics.

But the lion’s share of Snell’s time now 
is devoted to his co-directorship of the 
Kentucky Agricultural Leadership 
Program (KALP). Formerly known as the 
Philip Morris Agricultural Leadership 
Development Program, KALP partici-
pants meet three days every month for 
two years where they discuss agriculture 
trade, finance, markets, legislation and 
other issues. The group takes two tours, 
one in the U. S. and one abroad. The 2010 
class took a trip to study agriculture in 
New Zealand.

The ag leadership program has grad-
uated nearly 250 members and Snell 
currently is at work on setting the pro-
gram for the next class.

“I think I am most proud of my work 
with the leadership program,” Snell said. 
“But I enjoy the mix of my work now. I 
grew up on the UK campus, never left 
and never intend to leave. I love my job.”
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HUTSON, INC.
CLARKSVILLE, TN
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270-653-4311
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PADUCAH
270-408-1397
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RUSSELLVILLE
270-726-7171

www.hutsoninc.com

WRIGHT IMPLEMENT
BOWLING GREEN
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270-683-3606

www.wrightimp.com
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Derek Baker guided his pickup 
truck down the winding coun-
try lane and into the parking 

lot of Mount Pleasant Church. Stepping 
out of the truck he glanced across the 
narrow road at a field where a herd of 
feeder cattle were grazing; a scene similar 
to one on his nearby farm.

Sporting a “Farm Credit Services” cam-
ouflage cap, plaid shirt, denim jacket, 
jeans and workboots, Baker had the look 
of the enterprising young farmer that he 
is. Hard to imagine that this young man is 
not only a fulltime farmer, but is pastor of 
that little church on a knoll overlooking 
pastureland in Mercer County, just west 
of Harrodsburg.

Even the 29-year-old Baker acknowl-
edges that his ministry is a bit surpris-
ing.

“I hate public speaking,” he explained. 
“I didn’t have any intentions whatsoever 
to be a minister. This came about during 
a very difficult time in my life. It was a 

High yield
Young Mercer County farmer mixes farming with a ministry 

result of a time when my life was chaos.”
Since embracing religion and focusing 

on a farming partnership with his father, 
Baker says he’s living a fulfilling life with 
his wife Becky and daughters Alyssa (10) 
and Emma (7). And Farm Bureau fits in 
the mix of his exhausting lifestyle: He 
serves as a Director of Mercer County FB. 
Last year that organization presented him 
with its annual “outstanding young farm-
er of the year” award.

At a recent meeting several Mercer 
County FB leaders described Baker as 
“hard working,” “humble,” and “focused.”

Baker’s childhood on a farm and within 
a religious family certainly prepared him 
for his role. His father, Charles, has raised 
cattle and tobacco for many years in west-
ern Mercer County and was a deacon and 
songleader at Bohon Christian Church.

Derek was very active with FFA at 
Mercer County High School and had 
every intention of farming fulltime when 
he graduated. But when he and Becky had 

Built in 1852, Mount Pleasant Church sits on a 

knoll overlooking pastureland a few miles west of 

Harrodsburg. It has about 100 members.
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their first child, he took a factory job 
because of the stable income it provided.

“But I didn’t like that all,” he recalled. 
He got re-involved with the family 

farming operation which now encom-
passes feeder cattle, a 75-head cow-calf 
operation, 15 acres of tobacco plus corn 
and hay to feed the herd. But during that 
period of young adulthood, Baker says he 
was dissatisfied with life. That became 
worse, he recalled, when a close friend 
was killed in an accident.

“I felt then that God really wanted me 
to do something special with my life,” he 
said. “I was feeling very empty. At that 
time (2003) Lewis Walter, who had retired 
as minister at Bohon (Christian Church), 
was serving as interim minister here at 
Mount Pleasant. He was a mentor to me. 
We talked, and I decided to pursue the 
ministry here.”

Founded in 1852 by Presbyterians, the 
Mount Pleasant Community Church cur-
rently has around 100 members, accord-
ing to Baker, who performs a Sunday 
service, teaches adult Sunday School and 
Wednesday night bible study. Then there 
are the other responsibilities that come 
with leading a congregation – hospital 
visits, weddings, funerals, counseling, 
etc.

And as if farming, ministry and father-
hood aren’t enough, Baker also has a tree 
service business (a partnership).

“I’m looking to sell 
out my part of that,” he 
said, grinning. “I don’t 
need to be tied to all 
these things. It has got-
ten to be difficult to 
handle all of it.”

Baker says his ser-
mons are hand-written, usually at night. 
“Sometimes I don’t know what I will talk 
about until Saturday night,” he said. “I 
usually go with that I feel in my heart at 
the time. I like speaking in a teaching 
style; like just having a conversation with 
a friend. I think the most important thing 
of the ministry is keeping 
reality in mind. They (the 
congregation) want to 
know that the bible is writ-
ten for them. So I try to 
keep it real, to relate how 
the bible relates to their 
lives.”

He went to Bible College 
and was ordained through 
the church.

Although he maintains 
a “crazy” schedule and rarely finds time 
for his favorite hobbies (hunting and fish-
ing), Baker is content.

“Farming was my dream. Ministry was 
my calling. I like what I do. I feel fortu-
nate.”

 

“Farming was my dream. 
Ministry was my calling. I like 
what I do. I feel fortunate.”

RIGHT: Derek Baker was selected by Mercer County FB for its annual award to an 

outstanding young farmer.
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25-year warranty

The best deals on WORKMASTER™ tractors is going on now—before spring 
arrives. Buy during the Pre-Season Savings event and get 0% fi nancing for 60 
months or choose cash back. That’s fi ve whole years without fi nance charges!

Don’t wait! Pre-Season Savings ends 
March 31, 2012, so stop by today or visit 
www.newholland.com/na for complete details.

0%
FINANCING FOR
60 MONTHS*

*For agricultural use. Offer subject to CNH Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for details 
and eligibility requirements. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. Offer good through March 31, 2012, at 
participating New Holland dealers in the United States. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options 

or attachments not included in price. © 2012 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland and CNH Capital are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC.

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE EQUIPMENT CO.

859-623-5167

STANFORD
LAWSON TRACTOR & IMPLEMENT

859-854-3500
www.lawsonstractor.com



GRAINGER
Members receive a 10% discount on over 200,000 maintenance, repair and supply items from Grainger. Grainger 

also offers special promotions exclusively to Kentucky Farm Bureau members. All Farm Bureau accounts are now 

coded to receive FREE FREIGHT on  http://www.grainger.com/Grainger/wwg/start.shtml

Ford
Ford Motor Company is pleased to Kentucky Farm Bureau members can get a $500 Bonus Cash Savings off vehicle 

MSRP toward the purchase or lease of any eligible 2010/2011/2012 Ford or Lincoln vehicle. Take advantage of this 

special $500 bonus cash offer today. Just visit  https://www.fordspecialoffer.com/farmbureau/ky

Farm Bureau Bank Auto loans
Farm Bureau Bank has simplified the application process for vehicle loans. Get an instant response when you apply 

online, anytime. We offer low-rate loans for new and used vehicles and flexible refinancing. We made it so conve-

nient; it’s always a good time to apply. Apply now at farmbureaubank.com.

Pro Security and Fire
Members receive a free home security system installed free of charge, including monitored smoke and fire detectors 

with a three year monitoring agreement. Offer is subject to credit approval. Call 866-792-7233 for more information.

Agelity Prescription Drug Discount
A no fees, no enrollment discount prescription drug program. Honored at 56,000 pharmacies - nationwide 

(Target, Kroger, K-Mart, Walgreens, Rite-Aid, and hundreds of others) and good for over 12,000 prescription 

drugs. Interested members can visit kyfb.com or your local Farm Bureau office for a discount card. Fill in the 

personal information required and present the card at any participating pharmacy. This is NOT INSURANCE it is 

only a discount.

Choice Hotels 
Members receive  20% discount at Comfort Inn, Comfort Suites, Mainstay Suites, Suburban  ESH, Econo Lodge 

and Rodeway Inns when they make advance reservations. Call 800-258-2847 and use the Farm Bureau 

discount # 00800589. Discount subject to availability at participating hotels and is not for use in conjunction 

with any other discount, offer or promotional rate. Advance reservations are required though the 800# or 

choicehotels.com.

A few of the Kentucky Farm Bureau benefits...
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©2009 Vermeer Corporation.  All rights reserved. VERMEER is a registered trademark of the 
Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries.

Vermeerag.com  �  800-370-3659  �  Pella, IA

At Vermeer,
hay equipment 

is not just a      
sideline.  

TeddersTedders

Mower ConditionersMower Conditioners

Trailed MowersTrailed Mowers

Twin RakesTwin Rakes

Wheel RakesWheel Rakes

Super M BalersSuper M Balers

Bale ProcessorsBale Processors

BLADE RETENTION SYSTEM

BLADE RETENTION SYSTEM

Supported with dedicated service
and a straight-talk approach.

It’s our 
main line.

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

FLEMINGSBURG
YOUNG FARM MACHINERY

606-849-2677

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE EQUIPMENT CO.

859-623-5167

$
We want to buy your 

scrap metal
Phillips Enterprises Inc.

We have 4 locations to serve you
Livermore

Phillips Enterprises/Recycling
270-733-4342

Hartford
Hartford Recycling

270-298-4033

Eddyville
Lake Barkley Recycling

270-388-1962

Pellville
Pellville Salvage & Recycling

270-927-8786

We buy all types of scrap metal, farm 
equipment, junk cars, steel, non ferrous 

& have pick-up service available.
We do mobile auto crushing & 

portable bailing. Also looking for 
industrial business.

$ $
Insurance credit

Expert installation

Increase the value of your home

Energy Star Certifi ed

Cut your electric bill

Stop leaks

LIFETIME WARRANTYLIFETIME WARRANTY
Since 1983      roofover.com 800.633.8969

STEEL MOBILE HOME ROOFING

Bolt-on poly for new 
or worn steel flighting

See us at the National 
Farm Machinery Show!
Booth #s 895 & 896 in 
the Pavillion and 50 in 

South Wing A

It Pays to Own Orange

M126X

Low-rate, long-term
������������������ 0%

A.P.R.

This is the year to reward yourself with a new Kubota. Right now you can get long-term,
low-rate financing on a versatile M Series utility tractor. It always pays to own quality.

Offer ends March 31, 2012.

*See dealer for details or go to 
www.kubota.com

©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2012

BARDSTOWN
JOE HILL’S 

AUTO CENTER
877-348-2532
www.joehills.

com

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON 

EQUIPMENT 
INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

MOUNT 
STERLING

AMBURGEY’S 
FARM 

MACHINERY 
INC.

859-498-1113
amburgeysinc@

earthlink.net

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE 
EQUIPMENT 

CO.
859-623-5167

WADDY
MASTERS 

EQUIPMENT 
CO, INC.

800-693-5293
mastersequip@
insightbb.com
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The Kentucky Center for 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development (KCARD) is 
launching an Agribusiness 

Grants program to assist farmers and 
rural businesses. Funded in part by the 
Kentucky Ag Development Board, the 
Agribusiness Grant Facilitation Program 
is designed to help guide applicants 
through the grants process.

In working with Kentucky’s entrepre-
neurs, KCARD staff identified a need for 
greater information about grant opportu-
nities to be provided to their small busi-
ness clients. Prospective applicants were 
finding out about funding opportunities 
too late in the process to be able to put 
together a competitive application, and 
the process for applying is complicated, 
deterring many. 

KCARD has named Aleta Botts as 
coordinator for the new Agribusiness 
Grant Facilitation Program. Botts has 
almost ten years of experience working 
on agriculture issues at the federal level, 
most recently as a policy staffer for the 
US House of Representatives Committee 
on Agriculture.  

“Kentucky is blessed with so many 
great entrepreneurs doing innovative 

District Meeting Schedule

District 1	M arch 27	 7 p.m.	M cCracken County FB

District 2	M arch 6	 6:30 p.m.	 Ballard Conv. Center, Madisonville

District 3	M arch 22	 6:00 p.m.	 Rough River State Park Lodge

District 4	M arch 26	 6:30 p.m.	 Barren River State Park Lodge

District 5	M arch 15	 7 p.m.	K FB State Office, Louisville

District 6	M arch 5	 7 p.m.	 Grant County FB

District 7	M arch 15	 7 p.m.	 Pulaski County Public Library

District 8	M arch 5	 7 p.m.	M adison County Fairgrounds

District 9	M arch 19	 6:30 p.m.	 Blue Licks State Park Lodge

District 10	M arch 19	 6:30 p.m.	 Ramada Inn, Paintsville

District 11	M arch 27	 6:30 p.m.	S enior Citizens Center, Hazard

5

projects. Unfortunately, many deserving 
projects do not receive funds from rural 
development programs simply because a 
lot of prospective applicants do not know 
about the programs or do not think they 
have the time to navigate the process,” 
explained Botts. “Through this Grant 
Facilitation Program, we can help people 
stay informed on funding opportunities 
and walk them through the maze for fill-
ing out good applications.”

Botts will first be focusing on identify-
ing available grant and loan resources, 
bringing these resources to the attention 
of applicants in Kentucky, and helping 
applicants better understand the pro-
grams’ requirements. She also looks for-
ward to working with grant writers in the 
state to help them connect with interested 
applicants.

One of the first tasks undertaken for 
the program was the development of a 
website that would show up-to-date infor-
mation about funding opportunities and 
help people understand for what pro-
grams they are eligible. Growkentuckyag.
com will provide farmers and businesses 
facts about programs and serve as a cen-
tral clearinghouse for information that 
might be helpful for entities looking for 
such funding opportunities.

KCARD provides a range of services, 
including strategic planning,  business 
management, operations analysis, record-
keeping development, cost analysis and 
on-site business consultations.

KCARD launches
agribusiness 
grants

Broadband survey 

The Kentucky Council of Area 
Development Districts is conduct-
ing a survey to help state officials 
gain a better understanding of 
where broadband is available, 
where it is needed, and how 
Kentucky farms are using or could 
use high-speed Internet access 
services. KFB urges participation 
in this 10-minute survey con-
ducted during the month of 
February. To take the survey go to 
www.broadband.ky.gov.
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Grain storage expands in Kentucky 
USDA statistics show that Kentucky producers added five million bushels of 

on-farm grain storage capacity during the twelve months ending December 1, 
2011.  At 195 million bushels, this is the largest on-farm estimate since storage 
reached a low of 150 million bushels in 2002.  Commercial off-farm storage 
totaled 70 million bushels, up two million from December 1, 2010.

      U.S. producers have 12.8 billion bushels of on-farm storage, up two per-
cent from December 1, 2010. The six top states account for 60 percent of the 
total. Commercial off-farm storage totaled 10.1 billion bushels in December, up 
four percent from a year ago. The top five states account for 52 percent of the 
capacity. 

Drought reduces hay supply
USDA estimated U.S. all hay production 

at 131 million tons for 2011, down ten percent 
from 2010. The average yield at 2.36 tons per 
acre is down 0.07 tons. Production of alfalfa 
hay and mixtures is down four percent from 
2010 to 65.3 million tons; this is the lowest 
U.S. production level since 1959. The yield of 
3.40 tons/acre equaled 2010’s yield. The 19.2 
million acres harvested is the smallest area 
since 1949. Drought conditions in the Plains 
and the Southwest are to blame. Other hay 
production totaled 65.8 million tons, down 15 
percent from 2010. The 36.4 million acres 
harvested is down nine percent. 

           Stocks of all hay stored on farms 
December 1, 2011, totaled 91 million tons, 
down 11 percent from a year earlier. 

           Kentucky alfalfa production was 
714,000 tons, up 11 percent from 2010. The 
average yield increased 0.60 tons to 3.40 
tons/acre. Other hay production of 4.62 mil-
lion tons was down nine percent. Combined 
acreage cut for all hay totaled 2.31 million 
acres, down 220,000 from 2010. 

Soybean demand is falling
Domestic and export demand for U.S. 

soybeans are down this crop year. USDA 
forecasts 2011/12 ending stocks to grow 
from 215 million bushels on August 31, 
2011, to 275 million bushels a year later. 
Export inspections for September-
December 2011 fell to a three-year low and 
were 29 percent behind the record pace 
seen in 2010/11.  This year’s total exports 
are forecast at 1.275 billion bushels, down 
226 million from last year. South American 
crop losses could boost U.S. exports. The 
amount of U.S. soybeans processed is 
expected to be down two percent this year. 
Fewer U.S. livestock and weaker export 
demand, especially from Asia, are responsi-
ble. USDA expects U.S. soybean oil exports 
to total only 1.2 billion pounds in 2011/12, 
down from 3.2 billion last year, as China 
returns to its normal supplier, Argentina. 
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YIELD IS IN THE DETAILS.

Central intelligence

BAGDAD
QUIRE FARMS
502-643-4439

SHELBY COUNTY

HARDIN
CROP PRODUCTION SERVICES

270-437-4000
Jason Watt (888) 437-4143

HODGENVILLE
ERIC/HAZEL HINTON

270-268-5332
erichinton@windstream.net

MORGANTOWN
DRAKE’S FARM SERVICE

270-526-3741
CALEB  (270) 999-3381

NEW HAVEN
SIDELINE SYSTEMS

502-331-8430
riovistafarms@bardstown.com

The 20/20® system centralizes 
strategic planter operations 
and puts them at your fi ngertips.

SeedSense tells you more than 
any other monitor, so you can 
proactively fi x planting errors.

It also lets you automatically control down force with 
AirForce, so you can avoid compaction and ensure 
depth. And it simplifi es variable rate prescriptions with 
RowFlow, so you can adjust population to changing 
soil types.

That’s central intelligence. That’s 20/20. Come see 
how you can use it to increase your yield and profi t.

• Let the pros lease hunting rights to your property

• Liability insurance included!

• Call for a FREE quote and landowner packet

Got acreage?
Earn extra $$$

www.BaseCampLeasing.com
Toll Free 1-866-309-1507

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU BEEF EXPO
March 2-4, 2012

Kentucky Exposition Center
Louisville, Kentucky

Twelve Breed Shows & Sales
Shows: Friday, March 2nd *** Sales: Saturday, March 3rd

ANGUS & PEN HEIFER
Tim Dievert, 859-238-3195

BEEFALO
Kyle Skidmore, 502-641-7878

CHAROLAIS
Greg Hubert, 785-672-3195

GELBVIEH
David Slaughters, 270-556-4259

HEREFORD
Earlene Thomas, 859-623-5734

LIMOUSIN
Keith Kissee, 817-821-6263

RED ANGUS
Johnnie Cundiff, 606-636-6896

RED POLL
Leo Young, 502-321-9893

SALERS
Donald Johnson, 606-305-8747

SHORTHORN
Aegerter Marketing Services Inc.

402-641-4696
SIMMENTAL

Doug Parke, 859-421-6100
TRADE SHOW

John McDonald, 859-404-1406
JUNIOR SHOW
Steers and Heifers
Sunday, March 4

John Chism, 502-564-4983

For Schedule, Catalogs & More Information
www.kybeefexpo.com

Livestock 
Directory

EAR TAGS DIRECT
Online store off ers Perma-Flex ear tags

and accessories at 30-40% off  retail.
Free US shipping on orders over $50.00

Featuring quality livestock ear tags and the 
snag resistant Dairy stud.
Check us out at

www.eartagsdirect.com
877-719-0877

KDDC
Kentucky Dairy
Development Council

176 Pasadena Drive • Lexington, KY 40503

Maury Cox, Executive Director
Phone: (859)516-1129 • Fax: (859)260-2060
Email: kddc@kydairy.org • http://www.kydairy.org

UP TO 50’

Tractor Mount

See us at the National Farm Machinery Show - Booth #906E-G
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Crop production down in 2011
Hindered by unfavorable planting and 

growing conditions during 2011, U.S. farm-

ers produced a smaller crop than the previ-

ous year according to the Crop Production 

2011 Summary released by the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture’s National 

Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). 

Corn production totaled 12.4 billion 

bushels, down one percent from 2010. Corn 

yield in 2011 is estimated at 147.2 bushels 

per acre, 5.6 bushels below last year’s aver-

age yield. Area harvested, at 84.0 million 

acres, is up three percent from 2010. 

Soybean production for 2011 totaled 3.06 

billion bushels, down eight percent 2010. 

The average soybean yield is estimated at 

41.5 bushels per acre, 2.0 bushels below 

last year’s yield. Harvested area for soy-

beans in 2011, at 73.6 million acres, is down 

four percent from 2010. 

NASS estimates the 2011 all wheat 

production at 2.00 billion bushels, down 

nine percent from 2010. The all wheat yield 

is estimated at 43.7 bushels per acre, down 

2.6 bushels from last year. Harvested area, 

at 45.7 million acres, is down four percent 

from the 2010 crop. 

Kentucky’s crop production, meanwhile, 

climbed from 2010 levels for corn, soybeans, 

alfalfa and dark tobacco. Corn was estimated 

at 180.7 million bushels, up 18 percent from 

2010. Soybean production was estimated at 

57.7 million bushels, up 22 percent. Burley 

tobacco production was placed at 128 mil-

lion pounds, which was nine percent below 

the 2010 crop. U.S. burley production was 

eight percent below a year earlier.

Kentucky production of both dark fired 

and dark air-cured tobacco was up by seven 

percent in 2011. Alfalfa showed an 11 per-

cent increase, to an estimated 714,000 tons.

The full Crop Production 2011 

Summary is available online at  www.nass.

usda.gov. 

Deadline for horse industry survey is Feb. 17
The Kentucky Horse Council is asking Kentucky horsemen to participate in 

a full, statewide survey of all breeds and disciplines of horse, ponies, mules, and 

donkeys, the first such survey in Kentucky in 35 years. This survey is being done 

by the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville, in partnership 

with the Kentucky Horse Council and the National Agricultural Statistics 

Service. To read more about the study, go to http://www2.ca.uky.edu/equine/

kyequinesurvey.  The deadline is February 17.

Horsemen who wish to send their names to NASS for the survey may fill in 

the form at http://www.kentuckyhorse.org/KES-names/.

Crop insurance payments at record level
With only an estimated 81 percent of expected claims finalized, crop insur-

ance companies have already paid out a record $9.1 billion in indemnity pay-

ments to America’s farmers in 2011. This has already surpassed the former 

record of $8.67 billion in indemnities paid in 2008, according to USDA’s Risk 

Management Agency (RMA).

 “Working as designed since 2008, more than $27 billion in private-backed 

crop insurance payouts over the past four years have helped farmers pick up the 

pieces after natural disasters or market drops,” said Keith Collins, former USDA 

Chief Economist. “Without crop insurance in place, those billions in damages 

would have fallen onto the laps of lenders, input suppliers, marketers, land own-

ers and farm families, just as the economy was spiraling downward and unem-

ployment was soaring.”

AFBF concerned about trade office plan
A White House plan to shrink the government could end up downsizing U.S. 

trade efforts,  says AFBF  trade specialist Dave Salmonsen.

President Barack Obama has asked Congress to grant him “fast-track” 

authority to reorganize and consolidate the trade functions of a number of gov-

ernment agencies. Obama’s proposal would consolidate under one entity the 

work of five agencies —the Small Business Administration, the United States 

Trade Representative, the Export-Import Bank, the Overseas Private Investment 

Corporation and the Trade and Development Agency — as well as the business 

and trade functions of the Commerce Department. 

 Salmonsen said farmers and ranchers are most worried about the proposed 

changes to USTR.

“We are concerned that taking them out of the White House staff, putting 

them inside a large government agency will dilute their effectiveness and will 

basically hurt their voice and hurt their ability to act as the sharp end of the spear 

for   U.S. trade policy,” Salmonsen explained. 
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west
Broadbent B & B Foods
 Kuttawa · (800) 841-2202

Brumfield Farm Market
 Madisonville · (270) 821-2721

Cates Farm
 Henderson · (270) 823-6150

Cayce’s Pumpkin Patch
 Princeton · (270) 365-2132

Country Fresh Meats
 Sturgis · (270) 333-0280

Dogwood Valley trading Post
 Clay · (270) 664-9892

Jim David Meats
 Uniontown · (270) 822-4866

Lovell’s Orchard & Farm Market
 Hopkinsville · (270) 269-2242

Metcalfe Landscaping
 Madisonville · (270) 821-0350

Poore’s Nursery & Farm
 Russellville · (270) 542-4828

the Country Barn
 Elkton · (270) 885-4843

trunnell's Farm Market
      Utica · (270) 733-2222

Zook’s Produce
 Herndon · no phone

sOuth CeNtraL
1851 historic Maple hill Manor
 Springfield · (859) 336-3075

acres of Land winery
 Richmond · (859) 328-3000

Baldwin Farms
 Richmond · (859) 582-5785

Berea College Farm & Garden
 Berea · (859) 985-3590

Bishop Jersey Farm Market
 Greensburg · (270) 932-4908

Burton’s Nursery & Garden Center
 Campbellsville · (270) 789-1239

Campbell Farm wool art Center  
 Springfield · (859) 481-4873

Chaney’s Dairy Barn
 Bowling Green · (270) 843-5567

Chateau du Vieux Corbeau winery
 Danville · (859) 236-1775

Cravens Greenhouse
 Albany · (606) 387-8583

D&F Farms
 Somerset · (606) 382-5214

Davis Family Farm
 Greensburg · (270) 565-1336

Dennison’s roadside Market
 Horse Cave · (270) 786-1663

stop and Buy Local
KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU’S 2012 CERTIFIED ROADSIDE FARM MARKETS

Devine’s Farm & Corn Maze
 Harrodsburg · (859) 613-3489

Double hart Farm
 Corbin · (606) 523-0465

Flaggy Meadow Fiber works 
 Springfield · (859) 336-7272 

Frenchvalley Farms
 Jamestown · (270) 566-1757 

habegger’s amish Market
 Scottsville · (270) 618-5676

hail’s Farm
 Somerset · (606) 875-2972

haney’s appledale Farm
 Nancy · (606) 636-6148

heavenly haven Farm
 Columbia · (270) 465-9597

hettmansperger’s Greenhouse
 Science Hill · (606) 423-4668

hinton’s Orchard & Farm Market
 Hodgenville · (270) 325-3854

Jackson’s Orchard & Nursery
 Bowling Green · (270) 781-5303

Jordan Greenhouses
 Upton  · (270) 268-1672

Just Piddlin Farm
 Woodburn · (270) 542-6769

Kenny’s Farmhouse Cheese
 Austin · (270) 434-4124

Lee’s Garden Center
 Hodgenville · (270) 358-9897

Mammoth Cave transplants
 Brownsville · (270) 597-2533

McQuerry’s herbs-N-heirlooms
 Paint Lick · (859) 792-8268

Owens Garden Center
 Somerset · (606) 379-5488

Pelly’s Farm Fresh Market
 Smiths Grove · (270) 563-3276

roberts Family Farm
 Guston · (270) 422-2361

serano alpacas & Yarns
 Springfield · (208) 699-8570

serenity Farm alpacas
 Raywick · (270) 692-8743

sinking Valley Vineyard & winery
 Somerset · (606) 274-0223

st. Catharine Farm
 Springfield · (859) 336-0444

todd’s Greenhouse & Florist 
 Eubank · (606) 379-1375 

williams Country Market
 Gravel Switch · (270) 692-2493

wonder of Life Farm 
 Lancaster · (859) 792-8923

wooden Farm
 Elizabethtown · (270) 737-9460

NOrth CeNtraL
alpine hills Dairy
 Dry Ridge · (859) 428-2445

amerson Farm
 Georgetown · (502) 863-3799

antioch Daylily Garden
 Lexington · (859) 293-0350

ayres Family Orchard
 Owenton · (502) 484-5236

Beech springs Farm Market
 Winchester · (859) 744-2868

Benton Farms
 Walton · (859) 485-7000

Bi-water Farm & Greenhouse
 Georgetown · (502) 863-3676

Blue ribbon Market
 Union · (859) 393-4357

Boone Gardiner Garden Center
 Crestwood · (502) 243-3832

Boyd Orchards
 Versailles · (859) 873-3097

Bray Fruit
 Bedford · (502) 255-7296

Bray Orchard & roadside Market
 Bedford · (502) 255-3607

Callis Orchard
 Bedford · (502) 255-3316

Capture Your heart alpacas
 Bloomfield · (502) 510-5185

Country Corner Greenhouse 
 Shepherdsville · (502) 955-8635

Croppers Greenhouse & Nursery
 May’s Lick · (606) 763-6589

eagle Bend alpacas Fiber & Gifts
 Burlington · (859) 586-5695

evans Orchard & Cider Mill
 Georgetown · (502) 863-2255

Foxhollow Farm store
 Crestwood · (502) 243-4323

Gallrein Farms
 Shelbyville · (502) 633-4849

George Gagel Farm Market
 Louisville · (502) 447-6809

Gregory Farms
 Turners Station · (502) 947-5469

Golden apple Fruit Market
 Lexington · (606) 633-9763

Julie’s Pumpkins
 Paris · (859) 987-4498

Kelley Farms
 Lexington · (859) 948-8700

Kentucky Green Market 
 Lexington · (859)265-0445

McLean’s aerofresh Fruit
 Ewing · (606) 782-1112

Michels Family Farm
 Sparta · (859) 643-2511

Morrison’s Greenhouses
 Louisville · (502) 969-0675

Mulberry Orchard
 Shelbyville · (502) 655-2633

redman’s Farm
 Morning View · (859) 356-2837

reed Valley Orchard
 Paris · (859) 987-6480

ridgeview Greenhouse & Nursery
 Shepherdsville · (502) 955-5939

serenity hill Fiber 
 Nicholasville · (859) 913-1615

sherwood acres Beef
 LaGrange · (502) 222-4326

sunny acres Farm
 Jeffersontown · (502) 643-6584

sweet home spun 
 Pleasureville · (502) 878-4814

the Greenhouse in Gertrude
 Brooksville · (606) 782-0033

thieneman’s herbs & Perennials
 Louisville · (502) 491-6305

tower View Farm & Nursery
 Jeffersontown · (502) 267-2066

triple J Farm
 Georgetown · (502) 316-4474

wilson Nurseries
 Frankfort · (502) 223-1488

Yuletide tree Farm & Nursery
 Winchester · (859) 771-4729

east
Black Barn Produce
 River · (606) 297-2600

Bramble ridge Orchard
 Mt. Sterling · (859) 498-9123

C2h2 Farm Market
 Irvine · (606) 723-7895

Country Garden Greenhouse
 Beattyville · (606) 424-9379

Fannin’s Vegetables
 West Liberty · (606) 743-3343

Feathered wing Farm Market
 Greenup · (606) 932-8065

Golden apple Fruit Market
 Whitesburg · (606) 633-9763

hutton-Loyd tree Farm
 Wallingford · (606) 876-3423

Imel’s Greenhouse
 Greenup · (606) 473-1708

townsend’s sorghum Mill 
 Jeffersonville · (859) 498-4142




