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EXCLUSIVE $500 SAVINGS
FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

Ford Motor Company is pleased to announce an exclusive offer
for Kentucky Farm Bureau members: $500 Bonus Cash toward the 
purchase or lease of any eligible Ford, Lincoln or Mercury vehicle. 

With this valuable offer, you can enjoy savings on the vehicle 
of your choice from our exciting new lineup of hard-working and 
technologically-advanced cars and trucks — including the Ford F-150 
with its impressive power, fuel efficiency and best-in-class trailer 
towing capacity.

Take advantage of this special $500 offer today by visiting
www.fordspecialoffer.com/farmbureau/ky

Program #33246/32757: $500 Bonus Cash offer exclusively for active Michigan, Missouri, Kentucky and Tennessee Farm Bureau members who are residents of the United States. Offe
from 4/7/2010 through 1/3/2011 for the purchase or lease of a new eligible 2010 or 2011 model year Ford, Lincoln or Mercury vehicle (excludes Mustang Shelby GT/GT500, Edge SE A
Raptor and Taurus SE). This offer may not be used in conjunction with other Ford Motor Company private incentives or AXZD-Plans. Some customer and purchase eligibility restrictions 
must be an eligible Farm Bureau member for at least 60 consecutive days and must show proof of membership. Limit one $500 Bonus Cash offer per vehicle purchase or lease. Limit o
eligible vehicle purchases or leases per Association member during program period. See your Ford or Lincoln Mercury Dealer for complete details and qualifications.

BARDSTOWN
CONWAY HEATON, INC.

502-348-3929
www.conway-heaton.com

BRANDENBURG
RAY’S FORD-MERCURY, INC.

270-422-4901
www.raysford.com

CARROLLTON
EARL FLOYD FORD-

MERCURY
502-732-6674

www.earlfl oydford.com

COLUMBIA
DON FRANKLIN FORD-

MERCURY, INC
877-490-7641

www.donfranklinford.com

DANVILLE
STUART POWELL FORD, INC.

800-334-0005
www.stuartpowell.com

FRANKLIN
HUNT FORD, INC.

270-586-3281
huntauto.com

HENDERSON
DEMPEWOLF FORD LINCOLN-

MERCURY
270-827-3566

www.dempewolf.com

INEZ
MOUNTAIN CITY FORD, LLC

606-298-3535
www.mountaincityfordky.com

LEXINGTON
PAUL MILLER FORD, INC.

800-300-3673
www.paulmilleronline.com

LOUISVILLE
BYERLY FORD, INC.

502-448-1661
www.byerly.com

MADISONVILLE
HUDSON FORD
270-821-4100

www.hudsonauto.com

MAYFIELD
PURCHASE FORD-LINCOLN-

MERCURY, INC.
800-874-0256

www.purchaseford.com

MURRAY
PARKER FORD LINCOLN-

MERCURY, INC.
270-753-5273

www.parkerford.com

OWENSBORO
CHAMPION FORD LINCOLN-

MERCURY
270-684-1441

www.ChampionOwensboro.
com

RICHMOND
MADISON COUNTY FORD 

LINCOLN MERCURY
859-623-3252

www.madisoncountyfordky.
com

STURGIS
C & C FORD-MERCURY, INC.

270-333-2251
www.ccford-mercury.com

WEST LIBERTY
BROWN’S FORD LINCOLN 

MERCURY
606-743-3101
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productivity is a source of great 
pride for American farmers. We 
supply the nation with an ample  

   supply of affordable food, plus send 
about one-fourth of our production into 
export markets, thus helping to feed the 
world.

We are indeed a nation of “food suffi-
ciency,” which is defined as “the ability to 
produce enough food to feed our popula-
tion.” The term “food security” also is used to describe this.

It’s hard to imagine that our agricultural juggernaut could be scaled 
back to a level where we would need to import commodities to meet 
basic food demands. But we could be heading in that direction.

Perhaps slipping under our radar is a situation in which our food 
security could be eroded because of two primary factors. First, mounting 
regulations are making it more difficult to farm. Second, China and some 
other nations are expanding their agricultural base by buying land and 
boosting other resources.

I can’t help but worry about the future when considering the steady 
stream of constraints that have been placed on our farmers. The latest is 
the EPA’s effort to expand Clean Water Act regulations on pesticide 
applications. This issue could broaden EPA oversight to virtually any area 
that pools water for any length of time.

And then there’s the federal court ruling that makes spray nozzles 
a point source of pollution; the threat of “cap-and-trade” legislation 
that would hit us hard economically; continuing attacks on animal agri-
culture; and a general trend of broadening the scope of government 
regulation in many areas that impact farm families.

Farmers used to be comfortable with the government’s watchdog 
role but now it’s out of hand. The regulatory burden is getting heavy. 
In my view that’s a legitimate threat to future growth.

The vast majority of farms and ranches in the United States are 
family-owned. Unlike a huge corporation, they cannot offset costs 
simply by passing it along to their customers.

If there is no profit for the family farmer, then we’ll become a nation 
of food importers. This is something we need to be concerned about.

table
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Kentucky Farm Bureau News is published 

ten times per year. Combined issues for  

December-January and June-July are sent to all  

members. The remaining eight issues go to 

regular members. Bulk postage rate paid at 

Lebanon Junction, Ky. Changes in address 

should be mailed to KFB Communications  

Division, PO Box 20700, Louisville, Ky. 40250.

Cover Photo: 

Cattle on the Lincoln County farm of

Donald Cain.

 

Photo by L. Joe Cain

All advertising accepted subject to publisher’s 

approval. Advertisers must assume liability of 

content of their advertising.

For rates and information call 1.800.798.2691
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The new Case IH Farmall Series tractors are built with proven basics – like 
a dependable, fuel-effi cient diesel engine and a straightforward mechanical 
transmission – for simple operation and rugged reliability. No fancy electronic 
controls. Just simple machines built with all the pulling power and hydraulics 
you need for loading, blading, tilling, mowing, baling and more.

**

*

®

***

 *  For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualifi cation and approval by CNH Capital America LLC or CNH Capital Canada Ltd. See your Case IH dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Down payment may be required. 
Offer good through September 30, 2010. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Capital America LLC or CNH Canada Ltd. standard terms and conditions will apply. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional 
options or attachments not included in suggested retail price. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Canadian Example: The interest rate will be 0.00% per annum for 60 months. Based on retail contract date of July 15, 
2010, with a suggested price on a new 2WD Farmall 45A tractor of C$21,003.30. Customer provides down payment of C$4,203.30 and fi nances the balance of C$16,800.00 at a rate of 0.00% per annum for 60 months. There will be 60 
equal monthly installment payments of C$280.00 starting on August 15, 2010. The total amount payable will be C$21,003.30 which includes fi nance charges of C$0.00. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments 
not included in suggested retail price. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

 ** Loaders that qualify for the tractor discount are the L340, L350 and L360 Loaders.
*** Implements that qualify for the tractor discount include MW Mower Deck, RR Rear Finish Mower, BR Rotary Broom, TL Rotary Tiller, BM Mounted Blade, BS Snow Blower, BH Backhoe, 
RC Rotary Cutter, Work EZ Disk Harrow, Work EZ Rake, Work EZ Box Blade, or Work EZ Rear Blade. Ask your Case IH dealer for details.

 © 2010 CNH Capital America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH Capital and Case IH are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC.  www.caseih.com

SEE US TODAY! OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30, 2010.
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING RECEIVE

OFF THE PURCHASE PRICE OF
FARMALL A AND FARMALL
COMPACT TRACTORS

$300 OFF THE PURCHASE PRICE OF
FARMALL UTILITY AND 
MAXXUM® SERIES TRACTORS

$500
ELIZABETHTOWN

JACOBI SALES INC.
800-730-2655

jacobisales.com

HOPKINSVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-844-3918
www.hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-455-4747
www.hragripower.com

MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-869-1421
www.hragripower.com

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-1504
www.hragripower.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER

800-264-2474
www.hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.

800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

Are you Ready To Roll for the season? We are, and that’s why we’re 
offering 0% financing for 60 months on these select New Holland 
compact tractors:

 • Boomer™ Sub-Compact tractors (18-25 hp)
 •  Boomer™ Compact tractors (23-50 hp)
 • Boomer 8N™ tractor (50 hp) - cash back not available
 • Boomer™ Utility tractors (48-60 hp)
 • TC30 & T1500 Series Compact tractors (30-45 hp)

Get Ready to Roll now with outstanding deals! Program ends September 
30, 2010, so stop by today or visit www.newholland.com/na for complete 
details.

O% FOR 60 MONTHS*

OR CHOOSE CASH BACK!

S A L E S  E V E N T

*For agricultural use. Offer subject to CNH Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for details and 
eligibility requirements. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. Offer good through September 30, 2010, at 
participating New Holland dealers in the United States. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options 

or attachments not included in price. © 2010 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland and CNH Capital are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC.

BEECH GROVE
WARD IMPLEMENT COMPANY INC.

270-273-3206
1-800-264-0206

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE EQUIPMENT CO.

859-623-5167

ROCKPORT, IN
KEN SHOURDS EQUIPMENT

812-649-2821
800-301-3044

Make $$$ Raising Alpacas
• Signifi cant Revenue Potential
• Rewarding Family Lifestyle
• $125,000 Tax Benefi ts
• Ideal Retirement Plan
• Enjoyable and Rewarding

START-UP SPECIAL
Buy 1 Alpaca, Get 1 FREE

• Start-Up Assistance
• Ongoing Education
• Financing Available
• Lease Options
• 100% Mortality Insurance

Maple Hill Manor
Springfi eld, KY

Call 859-336-3075
www.maplehillmanor.com
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comment
C O L U M N

”

Despite a sluggish U.S. economy 
characterized by lagging new 
job creation, the prospects 

for college graduates in agriculture are 
bright! A recent U.S. Department of 
Agriculture study noted that there will be 
54,000 jobs for graduates with college degrees 
in agriculture and related fields between now 
and 2015. However, the number of expected 
graduates in agriculture nationally is expected 
to fall short of the jobs available. Nearly three out of four of the jobs are 
expected in business and science occupations; 15 percent in agriculture 
and forestry production; and 11 percent in education, communication 
and government services. 

In most states, agricultural majors comprise less than five percent of 
the student body. But the UK College of Agriculture has more than 
2,300 students in traditional agricultural disciplines and the School of 
Human Environmental Sciences. Collectively, the College represents 
slightly over 11 percent of the total undergraduate student body at UK, 
far exceeding the enrollment mix at most other Colleges of Agriculture 
nationally. There are more than 1,300 undergraduates currently in the 
traditional agriculture fields of Animal and Food Science, Pre-Veterinary 
Science, Plant Sciences, Horticulture, Entomology, Biosystems 
Engineering, Agricultural Economics, Agricultural Biotechnology, 
Community and Leadership Development and Forestry. 

Two fast growing agricultural programs in percentage terms at UK 
are Ag Education and Equine Science and Management. Agricultural 
Business (Agricultural Economics) has the largest number of majors 
closely followed by Animal and Food Sciences - both fields were men-
tioned in the USDA report. At UK, the interest and enrollment in agricul-
ture continues to grow. For example, freshman enrollment in the UK 
College of Agriculture will be up more than 10 percent compared to last 
year. So despite economic distress in the U.S. it is a good time to be 
majoring in agriculture!

 
kfb Officers

 Mark Haney President
 Eddie Melton 2nd Vice President
 David S. Beck Executive Vice President

kfb directOrs

 Randall Heath Hickory
 Tripp Furches Murray
 Kelly Thurman Livermore
 Eddie Melton Sebree
 Steve Bolinger Pembroke
 J. Fritz Giesecke Horse Cave
 Larry Thomas Elizabethtown
 Patrick Henderson Irvington
 Russell Poore Russellville
 Jay Coleman Cave City
 Scott Travis Cox’s Creek
 Randy Chrisman Lawrenceburg
 Joe Paul Mattingly Raywick
 David Chappell Owenton
 Terry Rowlett Campbellsburg
 Mark Haney Nancy
 Danny Wilkinson Columbia
 Kim McCoy Burkesville
 Terry Gilbert Danville
 David L. Campbell Stanford
 Alex Barnett Cynthiana
 David McGlone Grayson
 Carroll Amyx Campton
 Charlie Benge London
 Bige Hensley Manchester
 Marshall Coyle Owingsville
 Frieda Heath Hickory
 Chris Ragan Bowling Green
 Mickey Sirls Benton
 Scott Smith Lexington
 Curt Lucas Frankfort
 Kevin Lyons Tompkinsville

kentucky farm bureau neWs

 Editor Roger Nesbitt
 Advertising Asst. Brittany Ogaldez
 Graphic Designer Donia Simmons
  Pioneer Publishing
  Lexington, KY
 Printer Publishers Press

Kentucky Farm Bureau is a voluntary 

organization of farm families and their 

allies dedicated to serving as the voice 

of agriculture by identifying problems, 

developing solutions and taking actions 

which will improve net farm income, 

achieve better economic opportunities 

and enhance the quality of life for all.

“The Voice of Kentucky Agriculture”

kyfb.com

d r .  l a r r y  j o n e s 

A S S O C I A T E  D E A N

U K  C O L L E G E  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E
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t happened again!!!
For the second straight year 

the winning bid for the Grand 
Champion Country Ham at 
KFB’s State Fair breakfast 

fetched a record bid, with Republic Bank 
and Dr. Mark Lynn & Associates agree-
ing to contribute $800,000 each, compris-
ing a record $1.6 million.

That smashed the $1.3 million record 
set last year by Republic Bank and Proof 
on Main.

Broadbent B&B Foods had the champion 
ham for the fifth time in seven years, 
weighing 16.05 pounds. The winning bid, 
therefore, amounted to $100,000 per pound 
of ham. The money goes to the charity of 
the bidder’s choice. As a result, the KFB 
breakfast has helped raise more than $5.6 
million for charities during its 47-year his-
tory. Over the past 10 years the average 
price has been a whopping $462,048.

The first year, 1964, saw the ham go for 
$124.

Republic Bank Chairman Bernard 
Trager and Dr. Mark Lynn, owner of Dr. 

Bizer’s Vision World, agreed to share the 
price after many rounds of spirited bid-
ding before a packed crowd of about 1600.

As always, the event drew a host of 
political figures and news media seeking 
interviews in regard to political races and 
issues. Featured speakers included 
Governor Steve Beshear, U.S. Senator 
Mitch McConnell, Louisville Mayor Jerry 
Abramson and Agriculture Commissioner 

Richie Farmer.
Abramson, the long-time Louisville 

mayor serving a final term, presented KFB 
President Mark Haney with a plaque pro-
claiming Farm Bureau Day. He noted how 
the “buy local” trend has underscored the 
importance of Kentucky farmers.

“We don’t need to buy our tomatoes 
from Mexico. We don’t need to buy our 
apples from New Zealand or our beef 
from Texas,” Abramson said.

Governor Beshear pledged that despite 
tough economic times in Frankfort, he 
would continue to support the agricul-
tural development fund which has proved 
to be so successful in reshaping the state’s 
farm economy during tobacco’s decline.

As is his custom at KFB events, Senator 
McConnell was quick to point out how he 
shares the organization’s position on vir-
tually all major issues. “You have princi-
pled positions that share the view of most 
Americans,” he said. “When I think of the 
organizations that stand up for what’s 
great about America, I think of Kentucky 
Farm Bureau.”

Champion ham brings 
record $1.6 million!!!!
Champion ham brings 
record $1.6 million!!!!

II Miss Kentucky Djuan Trent of Berea displayed 

the champion country ham from Broadbent’s B&B 

Foods in the customary group photo that follows 

the auction. Steering the winning bid were (left) 

Bernard Trager and Tom Fangman of Republic Bank 

and Dr. Mark Lynn and his wife, Cindy. From left on 

the back row are KFB Commodities Director Susan 

Tanner, Executive VP David S. Beck, Beth Drennan 

of Broadbent’s, auctioneer Matt Ford, Ag Commis-

sioner Richie Farmer, KFB Second VP Eddie Melton, 

Governor Steve Beshear,  Ronny Drennan of Broad-

bent’s and KFB President Mark Haney.
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The Senate Minority Leader also praised KFB for its successes 
“not only for agriculture but for all of Kentucky.” 

The lunch crowd was treated to a performance by the champion 
gospel quartet; Allegiance Quartet,  from Edmonson County. 
Whitley County got the “top county” award for sending the most 
people the most total miles.       

 Earlier, in the South Wing, an exhibit by Allen County was judged 
best in the Pride of the Counties display sponsored by KFB Insurance. 
More than 60 exhibits from counties and/or communities through-
out the state were involved in the Pride of the Counties section.

KFB Insurance Company was among a group that purchased 
the grand champion steer at the 4-H and FFA Sale of Champions. 
The steer was exhibited by Taylor Stevenson Tolle of Spencer 
County 4-H.

Above Right: The Champion Gospel Quartet, Al-

legiance Quartet, performed at the picnic. The 

group from Edmonson County consists of (from 

left) Daniel Bolton, Rusty Vertrees, Aaron Renfro 

and Shaun Stice. 

Below Right: Senator Mitch McConnell had high 

praise for KFB, saying the organization “has 

principled positions that reflect the view of most 

Americans.” He also complemented  President 

Mark Haney (left) and Executive Vice President 

David S. Beck (right) for “effective leadership.”

KFB President Mark Haney presented the award for best exhibit at the Pride of the Coun-

ties section to a pleased group from Allen County. That’s Second VP Eddie Melton to the 

right of Haney with KFB Insurance Company CEO Brad Smith at the center in the back 

row with VP of Operations Steve McCormick to the right of Smith.  
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They’re truckin’
Aaron and Ashley 

Reding of LaRue 

County received a 

new Dodge Truck 

as one of their 

awards for being 

named the na-

tion’s Outstand-

ing Young Farm 

Family in AFBF’s 

2009 contest. 

The backseat of 

their spacious 

Dodge Truck will 

be occupied by 

Kaitlyn, Andrew 

and Adam.

The Lee Robey Family of Logan County 

won both the Kentucky Dairy Production 

Award and the Proficient Producer Award 

as part of the annual Recognition Dinner 

which is co-sponsored by KFB. Here, Lee 

Robey accepts the awards from KFB Direc-

tor Terry Rowlett (right) and Jim Sidebot-

tom of the Kentucky Dairy Development 

Council. Robey Dairy had a rolling herd 

average of more than 27,000 pounds.
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Roadside Markets Tour

m ore than 40 
participants 
of KFB’s 
C e r t i f i e d 
R o a d s i d e 

Farm Markets Program went on this sum-
mer’s tour which featured markets in west 
Kentucky, southern Illinois and the St. 
Louis metro area. Stops included produce 
markets, a vineyard, two orchards, a green-
house and a meat producer.

Two Kentucky businesses were visited: 
Trunnell’s Market in Daviess County and 
Little Kentucky Smokehouse in Union 
County. At Trunnell’s, owner Kevin 
Trunnell explained how the business went 
from a roadside stand of corn based on the 
honor system of payment to a large on-site 
facility with a wide variety of products.

Little Kentucky Smokehouse has become 
a huge success, producing thousands of hams 
for WalMart, as well as other meat products. The business 
also includes Jim David Meats market and Fresh Meal 
Solutions. Owners Jimmy and Linda Baird gave the tour, 
which was the last stop before the return to Louisville.

KFB President Mark Haney, who operates an orchard and 
roadside market facility in Pulaski County, described the 
experience as “very beneficial in giving our members ideas 
for improving their businesses and better connecting with 
their customers.”

Jeremy Hinton, who has an orchard in LaRue County, 

said “it is always good to have an opportunity to visit other 
markets. I appreciate the variety of stops to both small and 
large markets.”

Many of the market operators in KFB’s Roadside Markets 
Program have participated in the tours which have become an 
annual event on KFB’s agenda. Such markets and agritourism 
ventures have exploded in Kentucky because of the state’s agri-
cultural development initiative fueled by Tobacco Settlement 
Funds. The Kentucky Department of Agriculture and Farm 
Credit Services joined KFB in sponsoring the tour.

The group paused for a photo during a night’s stay at a State Park Lodge in Illinois. That’s KFB President Mark Haney in the center and Commodities 

Director Susie Tanner to the right of him. Program Coordinator Kara Keeton is at right, holding her son Jake.

Trunnell’s Market in Utica was one of the stops in Kentucky.
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When your orchard is in an out-of-the-
way spot, at the end of a long, gravel lane, 
across the creek and up the hill, you’ve 
got to work at luring your customers. But 
give them trees brimming with bright red 
and golden apples, offer them homemade 
fruit pies, let them sample the jams and 
jellies, and here they come.

Dana and Trudie Reed have been lur-
ing customers to their 50-acre U-pick 
orchard and farm market in Bourbon 
County near Paris for more than 20 years 
by offering fresh, locally-grown fruit and 
homemade products customers can see, 
touch and smell growing on trees, canes 
and vines.

The Reeds offer customers about 50 
varieties of apples they can pick right off 
the tree, fruit that starts ripening in June 
and lasts until nearly Thanksgiving. Then 
there’s 12 to 15 varieties of peaches, 

European and Asian pears, and European 
and Japanese plums. And  blueberries, 
blackberries and raspberries. And in the 
farm market, which the Reeds have 
expanded four times, customers come 
from Lexington and several surrounding 
counties to buy fresh, homemade half-
pies made with whatever fruit is coming 
in at the time, along with Kentucky-made 
jams, jellies, honey, and ice cream. And 
some of Reed Valley Orchard products 
make their way into local stores, and even 
into the dining halls at the University of 
Kentucky.

“When we started this, we didn’t know 
if customers would come here because 
we’re way out,” Trudie said. “But we said 
‘Let’s try it anyway.’”

Getting started
Both Dana and Trudie Reed grew up in 

Apple(s) of their eye 
Reed Valley Orchard knows how to lure customers 

Above: Dana and 

Trudie Reed inspect  

blackberries bound 

for a winemaker.

Article and Photos By Walt Reichert
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the orchard business. Dana is a fourth-
generation fruit grower whose family sold 
raspberries in Massachusetts during the 
Depression to make ends meet. Trudie’s 
father raised an orchard in Johnson 
County, Kentucky, where she and her 
mom peddled apples locally.

“A lot of the customers didn’t have 
money and one time we got a goat for 

some apples,” Trudie remembers. “That 
goat was a mess, ate the clothes off the 
line and everything. My dad told my 
mom to never take a goat again and next 
time just give them the apples.”

Dana and Trudie met and married in 
Lexington where they worked in a feed 
and fertilizer factory. They bought a 160-
acre farm between Paris and Cynthiana 
and decided to go back to their roots and 
try fruit business.

“We grew up in the fruit business but 
really didn’t know what we were doing, 
what the climate here would be and what 
would grow,” Dana said. They credit 
southern Indiana fruit grower Ed Fackler 
with mentoring them during those years 
in the late 1980s when they were just get-
ting started.

“He’s the one suggested we try Asian 
pears,” Dana said. “They’ve been really 
good for us.”

The Reeds started with the pears, 
apples, peaches and plums initially selling 
the fruit at the Lexington farmers market. 
Then they were able to get their fruit into 
the Randall’s supermarkets in Lexington 
until that chain sold out to Kroger in the 
1990s.

But by then the Reeds had developed a 
clientele who were willing to make the 
drive from Lexington and surrounding cit-
ies to the orchard to pick their own fruit.

“We’ve stayed with the U-pick even 
though it’s been up and down for many 
producers,” Dana said. “But for the most 
part, it’s been steady for us.”

In the early 1990s, the Reeds started try-

ing berries. Strawberries they didn’t like.
“There’s so much disease in strawber-

ries in Kentucky,” Dana said. “And that 
down-on-the-ground picking, well, we 
were just never comfortable with straw-
berries.”

But blackberries worked and now they 
have an acre of that bramble, selling it 
U-pick, in their pies and to a winemaker, 

who orders so much they have to keep 
some frozen while they accumulate 
enough to sell. 

“We’re up to three freezers now,” Dana 
said.

Reed Valley Orchard also grows and 
markets raspberries – red and black – and 
blueberries are becoming popular with 
the U-pick customers, Trudie said. 

“The customers like it because they can 
pick it off the plant and eat it right there – 
there’s nothing {sprays} on them,” she said.

After wrangling through yards of red 
tape and numerous phone calls, the Reeds 
eventually got the University of Kentucky 
to buy their blueberries, which they use 
in cooking.

“It was a lot of trouble getting in,” 
Trudie said. “But now they’ve become a 
good customer.” 

The Reeds said they tried raising some 
of the tree crops organically and found it 
next to impossible.

“It just doesn’t work in Kentucky,” Dana 
said. “The customers ask for it, but when 
we grew it, they just wouldn’t buy it 
because of the appearance.”

Growing the market
To keep the customers coming down 

the lane, Trudie and Dana said they con-
tinuously experiment with the latest vari-
eties of fruit. Reed Valley Orchard belongs 
to the Midwest Apple Improvement 
Association.

“We’re always looking out for better 
products, varieties that taste better and 
are more disease resistant,” Dana said. 

“We want to get better at what we do, 
more efficient, because our costs keep 
going up.”

The couple also continues to offer the 
fruit in value-added products, such as 
pies, jams and jellies. With the help of 
financing from the state’s Agriculture 
Development Fund, the Reeds have 
expanded the farm market store four 
times since it was initially opened. Many 
of the products now sold there, if not 
grown on the farm, are produced by other 
Kentucky farmers and include ice cream 
from Valentines, local honey and baked 
goods.

Reed Valley Orchard also markets 
products on Facebook. Customers who 
are “friends” get messages when particu-
lar fruits or varieties are ripening. A mes-
sage in late July told customers “There are 
plenty of peaches. Come on down.” Trudie 
said she updates the Facebook message at 
least every other day.

In the future, the Reeds say they want to 
capitalize on the trend toward eating 
healthier and more locally. Trudie said it 
would be her dream to grow, harvest and 
mill the whole wheat flour on the farm 
that goes into the pies their customers 
love. And they are offering customers 
more jams and jellies made without sugar.

“We’re getting older, and we’re inter-
ested in healthy eating too,” Trudie said. 
“And the customers appreciate knowing 
where what they eat came from. They like 
that anything they see to eat in this room 
they can go outside and pick it them-
selves.”

pple(s) of their eye 

Suncrisp is one of about 50 varieties of 

apples grown at Reed Valley Orchard.

Laura Newman is the Reed’s piemaker. 

Reed Valley Orchard offers fresh pies in 

blueberry, apple, peach and blackberry.
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family from nearby Elsmere stopped by 
to pick green beans. Family members 
visiting from Ocala were in tow.

Watching the Feightner family children 
hop from the beans over to the blackber-
ries, Mary said many of the farm’s cus-
tomers come for the farm experience as 
well as the fresh produce.

“When they walk back there, they see a 
real working farm,” she said. “It becomes 
kind of an addiction.”

first to diversify
J. C. Benton, who will be 78 in 

September, inherited what is now Benton 
Farms from his father, who bought the 
land about 70 years ago. For years, the 
Bentons operated a typical beef cattle and 
tobacco farm, raising and showing prize-
winning Santa Gertrudis cattle. Mary said 
the farm was the first in Boone County to 
diversify from tobacco and cattle in the 
late 1980s, moving into Christmas trees 
and pumpkins. They quickly dropped 
Christmas trees.

“You just had to depend too much on 
mother nature,” Mary said.

As the pumpkin patch grew, the 
Bentons decided there, too, they relied 
too much on the whims of mother 
nature and installed irrigation to make 
sure they had pumpkins available for 
the growing number of school groups 
that came to the farm on educational 
field trips. To give the kids a true taste of 
a diversified farm, the Bentons keep a 
cow and calf, sheep, chickens, a horse and 

It’s early afternoon on Benton 
Farms near Walton, and J. C. 
Benton is preparing to start his 

insect and tick control program. But he 
doesn’t adjust a spray nozzle; he opens a 
gate to a pen and allows about 100 polka 
dot colored guineas to forage for bugs in 
the 15-acre pumpkin patch.

“We used to have ticks all of the time,” 
J. C.’s daughter, Mary, said. “But since we 
got the guineas, we never find one.”

Getting rid of ticks and bugs without 
chemical sprays is important on Benton 
Farms because the pumpkin and vegeta-
ble patches have become a mecca for 
school groups taking tours and picking 
pumpkins. The kids get a pumpkin, watch 
sheep shearing, see calves, chickens and 
horses and tour the farm on a hayride. 

“When we started out our first year {in 
the early 1990s}, we had one small hay 
wagon and about 200 kids come out,” 
Mary said. “Now we run three sets of 
double wagons to hold all of the kids.”

While the school tour crush comes in 
late September through October, the 
locals have learned that they can come to 
Benton Farms during the summer to pick 
sweet corn, tomatoes, green beans and 
berries. 

On a late July afternoon, the Feightner 

Akids place 
Benton Farms 
    attracts children 
        to a farm experience

Article and Photos By Walt Reichert

Over 30 years experience

Outside Woodburning Heater

No smoke, ash or wood trash in your home

Blower and grates
Standard with stainless steel, combustion

1-800-542-7395
hardyheater.com

25 year warranty Low Maintenance

Connects to existing systems UL Listed

The FeighTner Family From elsmere, Ky., 
picKed green beans aT benTon Farms.

The FourTh generaTion oF benTons live 
and worK on benTon Farms in walTon. 
From leFT, mary, Josh and J. c. benTon.
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a pig. The Bentons put in herb gardens 
where the children can touch and smell 
plants next to bathrooms they installed 
with child-high sinks that can accommo-
date school groups.

Mary said Children’s Hospital sends 
out groups of kids to the farm occasion-
ally “because they know we will take care 
of them.”

“We also keep the barns clean to make 
the farm as kid-friendly as possible.”

Groups that come in the spring do not 
get a pumpkin, of course, but a pumpkin 
plant the kids can take home and put in 
their own gardens.

Benton Farms lure school kids from the 
surrounding counties in Kentucky and 
from the Cincinnati area.

The number of kids coming to the farm 
peaked at about 7,000 per year in 2005, 
Mary said, when high fuel prices led 
schools to cut down on the number of 
field trips they allowed teachers to make.

“We have some teachers who still come 
here as their only field trip,” Mary said. 
“But we’ve dropped down to about half 
the number we had coming out in 2005.”

To boost the numbers coming out to 
the farm in the fall, the Bentons this year 
started a Free Farm Day program which 
they held in late July. Families came out,  
the kids could fish for free, take a hay-
ride, visit the animals and watch sheep 
shearing.

“We’re trying to grow our base for 
October,” Mary said.

Mary said the best advertising for the 
farm comes from word-of-mouth, but she 
also maintains a website, www.benton-
familyfarms.com, and keeps the tele-
phone answering machine up-to-date on 
what is available for U-pick.

the future
The Bentons have plans to keep grow-

ing and provide job opportunities for the 
fourth-generation to live on the land. The 
family now provides all of the farm labor 
with the exception of hiring a couple of 
college students who work there during 
the summer months. 

The Bentons are building a new barn to 
replace three that over the years have 
been downed by wind, lightning and fire. 
Mary said they haven’t decided yet what 
the new barn will hold.

They also plan to build a new lake for 
fishing and will offer a place for custom-
ers to bring and run their dogs. 

“One thing I see in the future is having 

‘dog days’ on the farm,” Mary said.
They also plan to expand the guinea 

patrol. Mary said that since the publica-
tion of a book called “Gardening with 
guineas,” she constantly gets requests for 
guineas from customers for the birds, and 
she plans to fire up a 500-egg incubator 
next year and hatch more of the feathered 
bug zappers to sell to customers.

And the Bentons will also try growing 
some more traditional farm crops, includ-
ing more alfalfa hay for the many horse 
owners in the area who demand good 
quality forage.

The Bentons also hope to hold more 
birthday parties and corporate parties, 
and this fall will host their first wedding 
on the grounds.

What the Bentons will not do, Mary 
said, is follow what she calls the “agri-
tainment” route to luring city dwellers.

“We’re going to remain a working farm 
because that’s what we are, a family farm,” 
she said.

 J. c. benTon Turns The guineas loose To 
sTarT Their Foraging For insecTs in The 
pumpKin paTch.



14

KFB Director Danny Wilkinson 
of Adair County was appointed 
by Governor Steve Beshear to 

be the organization’s representative on the 
new Kentucky Livestock Care Standards 
Commission which will establish animal 
care guidelines for the state.  Meanwhile, 
Director Alex Barnett of Harrison County 
was appointed to represent KFB on the 
Kentucky Equine Health & Welfare 
Council.

As chairman of KFB’s Animal Care 
Issues Task Force, Wilkinson played a key 
role in the development of legislation 
creating a system for setting animal care 
standards. A longtime swine producer 
who also raises cattle, Wilkinson has 
become well known as an effective advo-
cate for Kentucky’s livestock industry.

“Danny was the logical choice to repre-
sent us on this important commission,” 
said KFB President Mark Haney. “He is 
extremely knowledgeable and passionate 
about the issues we must address. And of 
course, he has extensive experience in 
both the swine and cattle businesses.”

KFB Directors Wilkinson, Barnett  
appointed to animal care commissions

Haney noted that Barnett was a good 
choice for the equine committee because 
he is knowledgeable about both the 
throughbred and standardbred industries, 
as well as government operations and the 
regulatory system.

Wilkinson is chairman of  KFB’s Swine 
Advisory Committee. Barnett, who has 
family in both the thoroughbred and 
standardbred industries, is chairman of  
KFB’s Equine Advisory Committee. He’s 
also the Harrison County Judge-
Executive.

Legislation creating a system for setting 
livestock care standards was a top KFB 
priority for the 2010 session. House Bill 
398 created the 16-member commission 
which was recommended by the KFB task 
force which Wilkinson chaired. The 
16-member group also includes the State 
Veterinarian, the Commissioner of 
Agriculture and the chairs of the House 
and Senate Agriculture Committees.

The commission has the authority to 
recommend standards to the State Board 
of Agriculture. The legislation also 

included an important provision which 
prohibits local governments from enact-
ing ordinances against animal agriculture 
that are more stringent than state stan-
dards.

Other appointments to the Livestock 
Standards Commission are:

Darrell L. Link, the Grant County 
Judge-Executive. He represents the 
Kentucky County Judge-Executive 
Association. Charles Townsend, of 
Russellville, representing the Kentucky 
Veterinary Medical Association. Warren 
G. Anderson, of Hustonville, who works 
for the Danville Advocate-Messenger.  He 
represents citizens at large. Brenda F. 
Paul, of Paris, representing beef produc-
ers.

Robert A. Leer, of Paris, representing 
sheep and wool producers. John S. Medley 
Jr., of Springfield, representing pork pro-
ducers. Joe Ramsey, of Lexington, repre-
senting equine producers. Bill G. 
Sammons, of Guthrie, representing poul-
try producers.

Third District Congressman John Yarmuth chats with Jefferson County FB President Tommee Clark and VP Larry Butler during a visit with area Farm Bureau 

members at Ms. Clark’s farm. Despite a heat index exceeding 100 degrees, Congressman Yarmuth spent over an hour discussing issues such as health care 

reform, estate taxes, farm labor, trade and farm policy. 
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Monte Motor Parts
207 S. Front St.

Montezuma, IA 50171
(641) 623-3837

www.kubota.com
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CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

MAYFIELD
SANDERS KUBOTA

877-236-6870
sanderskubota.com

MOUNT STERLING
AMBURGEY’S FARM 

MACHINERY INC.
859-498-1113

amburgeysinc@earthlink.net

OWENSBORO
HAGAN’S OUTDOOR 

EQUIPMENT
270-684-8488

www.gohagan.com

PHILPOT
HAGAN’S OUTDOOR 

EQUIPMENT
866-739-7155

www.gohagan.com

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE

EQUIPMENT CO.
859-623-5167

Livestock Directory

Manufacturers of 
Livestock Tags 
Since 
1902

Hasco Tag Company
Dayton, KY • 800-860-6300

Metal and Plastic Livestock Tags
www.hascotag.com

Think Green.  Think Alpacas.
If you have small acreage, consider alpacas.

Diversify your farm or create a green business.
Good neighbors.  Environmentally friendly.

Renewable resource.

www.MidwestAlpacaFarms.com
Visit a farm near you!

Poosey Ridge Alpaca Farm
859-248-9748

kack1014@aol.com

Meet My Alpaca Herd:
This is Camylla, a yearling.  Choose the quiet pastoral setting 

of raising gentle alpacas.  Dispersing entire herd.
Very reasonable prices.  Packages available.

Want a new lifestyle?

We Deliver!
Chris McBurney

1160 Mt. Gilead Rd. • New Castle, KY
(502) 741-7088 • www.cattleeq.com

©
 2009 Purina M

ills, LLC
.

See the
Difference
Purina’s Omolene® Horse Feeds deliver consistent, superior 
quality that helps keep your horse looking great. That’s because no 
other feed company spends the time and effort researching feeds 
like Purina, where new products or improvements to existing 
feeds are only brought to market when they have repeatedly 
proven themselves to deliver what you expect.

When you feed Purina® Omolene® Horse Feed you will have 
the peace of mind that comes from the trust and reputation of 
Purina® and the Omolene® brands, which are backed by industry 
leading research and over 100 years of equine nutrition.

T O  L E A R N  M O R E  V I S I T  H O R S E . P U R I N A M I L L S . C O M

LOUISVILLE
JOE SHULTHISE FARMS, INC

502-968-6829
www.shulthisefeed.com

SHELBYVILLE
TAPP’S FEED & FARM SUPPLY, INC

502-633-1060
tappsfeed@aol.com

VERONA
VERONA COUNTRY VALUE BARN

859-485-6111

©2009 Vermeer Corporation.  All rights reserved. VERMEER is a registered trademark of the 
Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries.

Vermeerag.com  �  800-370-3659  �  Pella, IA

At Vermeer,
hay equipment 

is not just a      
sideline.  

TeddersTedders

Mower ConditionersMower Conditioners

Trailed MowersTrailed Mowers

Twin RakesTwin Rakes

Wheel RakesWheel Rakes

Super M BalersSuper M Balers

Bale ProcessorsBale Processors

BLADE RETENTION SYSTEM

BLADE RETENTION SYSTEM

Supported with dedicated service
and a straight-talk approach.

It’s our 
main line.

BIG CLIFTY
BIG CLIFTY SERVICE & SUPPLY INC.

270-242-4591

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE EQUIPMENT CO.

859-623-5167

BRODHEAD
BRODHEAD FARM EQUIPMENT

606-758-9532

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

LONDON
SOUTHEASTERN FARM SUPPLY

800-692-7082
www.southeasternfarmsupply.com

MAYFIELD
SANDERS KUBOTA

877-236-6870
sanderskubota.com

CYNTHIANA
HAYDON EQUIPMENT INC.

859-234-4621
800-649-7683

LONDON
SOUTHEASTERN FARM SUPPLY

800-692-7082
www.southeasternfarmsupply.com

RICHMOND
NORTHSIDE EQUIPMENT CO.

859-623-5167
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Advisory Committee Meetings
The annual meet-

ings of KFB’s advisory 
committees are in full 
swing as the groups 
review the status of 
their respective areas 
of concern and con-
sider policy recom-
mendations to for-
ward to the Resolutions 
Committee. Following 
are brief summaries 
from recent meetings:

Natural 
Resources: This 
committee met at the 
Kentucky Division 
of Conservation in 
Frankfort before touring UK’s research 
farm in Woodford County to see some 
projects relative to animal waste han-
dling and controlling runoff.

KFB staffer L. Joe Cain opened the 
meeting with an update on the issue of 
EPA regulation of “point source” pollu-
tion, relative to agriculture. Also speaking 
on the topic were Chris Ragan of the 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture and 
Jory Becker of the Kentucky Division of 
Water. The issue represents the first time 
agriculture has been listed by EPA for 
“point source” regulation.

Crystal Renfro of the Division of 
Conservation and Deena Wheby of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
spoke about the new Mississippi River 
Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative 
(MRBI). Key goals are to encourage the 
use of Best Management Practices in this 
fragile watersheds, improve wildlife habi-
tat and nutrient management practices, 
they explained.

Jim Roe of the Division of Water spoke 
about the water quality monitoring 
involved with MRBI.

Kim Richardson, Assistant Director of 
the Division of Conservation, provided 
updates on several projects, including the 
water quality cost-share program. The 
next round of sign-ups are in September 
and recipients will be selected in 
November, she said.

Ms. Richardson also noted that the 
division is faced with budget problems 
stemming from cuts.

KFB Director Larry 
Thomas of Hardin 
County is chairman of 
the Natural Resources 
Advisory Committee.

Tobacco: Chaired by 
KFB Director Scott 
Travis of Spencer 
County, this committee 
met at the E.S. Goodbarn 
on the UK campus. 
Prior to the meeting 
some of the members 
toured the Kentucky 
Tobacco Research and 
Development Center. 
Afterward there was a 
tour of the Vaughn 

Tobacco Warehouse.
Much of the agenda centered on a dis-

cussion about the World Health 
Organization’s effort to convince nations 
to impose a ban on flavorings in ciga-
rettes. That would, in effect, create the 
demise of American blend cigarettes that 
contain burley tobacco.

Roger Quarles, president of the Burley 
Tobacco Growers Cooperative 
Association, described the issue as “the 
greatest threat I’ve seen in my life” to bur-
ley growers. The co-op has been contact-
ing tobacco interests in foreign nations to 
muster opposition to the WHO proposal. 
Several groups have adopted resolutions 
expressing opposition, he said.

KFB National Affairs Director L. Joe Cain 
gave a report on the WHO issue, the Food 
and Drug Administration regulatory issue 
and some farm labor issues. FDA is in the 
process of developing analytical methods for 
tobacco product testing but very little infor-
mation has been released, he said.

“There are a lot of questions as to how 
that’s going to flow,” Cain said. “There’s a 
strong focus on the scientific side of this 
but not so much on the growers’ side. The 
transparency issue is troubling.”

“This regulatory environment is scary,” 
added UK tobacco economist Dr. Will 
Snell. “We don’t know what’s going to 
come down the pike. This could be a big 
hit” on the industry.

Cain said it was highly doubtful that 
Congress would address immigration 
reform within the next year or more. He 

Dan Fiegert of the Kentucky Division 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources spoke 
about the deer and turkey populations.  
The deer population has remained stable 
while this spring saw he largest turkey 
harvest ever recorded, Fiegert said.

He said the Division was willing to 
help individual farmers with deer and 
turkey control measures. He also said the 
elk herd has not moved out of its “zone” 
in east Kentucky. “We’re happy to say 
they’re staying put,” he said.

KFB Executive Vice President David S. 
Beck briefly spoke to the committee, not-
ing the wide range of environmental 
issues that must be monitored or 
addressed. He cited the group’s “experi-
ence and leadership” in serving the orga-
nization with such challenges. 

Turning to state policy, the committee 
suggests language recommending that 
producers become familiar with the 
details of their Best Management 
Practices and that they continually 
update their water quality plans. Another 
proposal calls for adequate funding for 
county ditch maintenance programs.

Prior to the UK farm tour the commit-
tee watched a slide presentation given by 
Dr. Steve Higgins of UK’s Department of 
Biosystems and Agricultural Engineering. 

During the tour Dr. Higgins explained 
how the dead animal composting system 
worked. The group then observed a 
riparian area along a creek flowing 
through the farm as Dr. Higgins explained 
various measures to control field runoff.

UK’s Steve Higgins showed the committee how the com-

posting project works. Incredibly, there was no odor from 

the mounds of composted animal carcasses.
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said the current H-2A program likely 
would remain intact for at least two years.

Dr. Snell gave a production report for 
burley and dark tobacco. He noted that 
domestic burley has lost roughly half of 
its export market over the past two years 
and that domestic cigarette consumption 
has declined by about 50 percent over the 
past 10 years. Nevertheless, because of tax 
increases, the value of tobacco product 
sales last year was a record $100 billion, 
but with less than 1 percent of that com-
ing from leaf sales, he said.

KFB President Mark Haney told the 
committee about his recent testimony to 
a committee dealing with the FDA regu-
lations. 

Council for Burley Tobacco President 
Todd Clark gave a brief report on the 
organization, saying it was undergoing a 
reconstruction.

Quarles, a former president of Scott 
County FB, gave a report on the Burley 
Co-Op. He said China has indicated that 
it will purchase most of the co-op’s inven-
tory of the 2008-09 burley crops. The 
co-op, he added, is trying to promote U.S. 
burley at international trade shows and 
also is  wanting to gain reforms in the 
tobacco crop insurance program.

Turning to policy, the committee rec-
ommends language expressing opposi-
tion to a ban on flavorings in tobacco 
products. It is suggesting a resolution 
encouraging FDA to be more open in 
keeping all parties informed about devel-
opments in its process of regulating 
tobacco products. The group also pro-
poses language supporting the creation 
of tobacco projects in the state CAPE 
program which is part of the ag develop-
ment initiative.

Swine : This meeting began with a report 
from Warren Beeler of KDA. He gave 
updates on the Grain Inspection Packers 
and Stockyards Administration’s (GIPSA) 
proposed rule for enforcing the Packers and 
Stockyards Act, noting that the proposal 
would be detrimental to swine marketing 
initiatives. He also gave an overview of the 
National Pork Board’s “Operation Main 
Street” program. As a result of Beeler’s 
report the committee passed a motion rec-
ommending that KFB submit written com-
ments on the GIPSA proposal.

Bonnie Jolly gave a report on the 
Kentucky Pork Producers Association. She 
noted that a memorial scholarship fund 
had been established in honor of former 

KPPA Executive Director Mike Ovesen, 
who passed away earlier this year.

State Veterinarian Dr. Robert Stout 
gave a report on the state’s feral swine 
problem and other issues. UK Swine 
Production Specialist Dr. Richard Coffey 
spoke about the current situation with 
markets and State Division of Water per-
mitting programs.

Committee Chairman Danny 
Wilkinson, a KFB Director from Adair 
County, updated the group on the work 
of KFB’s Animal Care Issues Task Force, 
which he also chairs.

There was a lengthy discussion about 
developments in establishing Kentucky’s 
Livestock Care Standards Commission. 
After more remarks from Beeler about 
the “Operation Main Street” program 
that develops a network of public speak-
ers for agricultural education and advo-
cacy, the committee voted to encourage 
such a program in Kentucky.

On policy, the committee proposes sev-
eral “cosmetic” wording changes plus a 
declaration of support for the Livestock 
Care Standards Commission and State 
Board of Agriculture as they work to 
establish guidelines.

Farm Labor: Paul Schlegel, AFBF’s 
Director of Public Policy, was first on the 
agenda with an overview of federal issues 
such as the H-2A program, immigration 
reform and child labor laws. He outlined 
how the Obama administration has over-
turned H-2A program guidelines imposed 
by the Bush administration and noted that 
Labor Secretary Hilda Solis, a former 
California Congresswoman, is not agreeable 
with Farm Bureau policy on farm worker 
programs. “To use a basketball metaphor, 
we’re playing an away game,” he said. “It’s 
very difficult to go to the (Capitol) hill.”

Added requirements have returned the 
program to a cumbersome situation, he 
said, and no one knows what lies ahead. 
“There’s a lot of back-and-forth about 
what they are going to do,” he said of the 
administration.

Several committee members voiced dis-
pleasure with the current H-2A situation.

Schlegel said there’s a possibility that 
Congress might revive the “Ag Jobs” Bill 
that was under consideration last year. 
AFBF supports the measure.

George Scott and Jeff Gatewood of the 
Kentucky Education and Workforce 
Development Cabinet gave reports. Scott 
said a federal review of Kentucky’s pro-

grams was positive. He said the agency 
will urge the unemployed to be more 
aggressive in seeking work.

Gatewood reported on the state’s H-2A 
situation. The number of H-2A workers 
in Kentucky this year is down sharply 
from a year ago, mainly as a result of a 
decline in tobacco production. About 95 
percent of Kentucky’s H-2A workforce is 
contracted for tobacco, he said.

After a lengthy discussion about H-2A 
contractual requirements and liability 
issues, the committee heard from Rick 
Alexander, Executive Director of the 
Agriculture Workforce Management 
Association. He said the H-2A program 
had become very difficult for employers 
to utilize and that the DOL’s Regional 
Office in Chicago was difficult to work 
with. Scott and Gatewood agreed.

The committee reviewed state and 
national policy positions and had no rec-
ommendations for new policy.

KFB Director David Chappell of Owen 
County is chairman of the Farm Labor 
Advisory Committee.

Feed Grains and Wheat: A con-
ference call was held with AFBF staff to 
discuss various environmental and farm 
bill issues.  Don Parrish, Senior Director 
for Regulatory Relations, led a discussion 
on EPA’s draft pesticide permitting guid-
ance relative to last year’s 6th Circuit 
Court decision as well as discussing the 
potential impact Chesapeake Bay regula-
tory oversight and legislation might have 
on Kentucky.  Mr. Rick Krause, Senior 
Director for Congressional Relations, pro-
vided insight into pending climate change 
legislation, EPA’s recent endangerment 
finding, and the current EPA discussion 
on particulate matter rules.  Tara Smith, 
Director for Congressional Relations, pro-
vided an overview of the coming farm bill 
reauthorization debate.

Laura Knoth, Executive Director of the 
Kentucky Corn Growers Association, 
provided an overview of EPA’s current 
review of atrazine and the potential 
impacts of losing this weed control tool.

Bob Finch, Amelia McNeely and Marcinda 
Kester of  FSA gave updates on the ACRE 
and SURE programs along with a review 
of CRP. Allan Kyle of KDA reviewed 
current state guidelines on nutrient man-
agement planning, new pesticide bulk 
containment rules and water issues. KFB 
Director Tripp Furches of Calloway 
County is chairman of this committee. 
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4.9%
FOR 60 MONTHS1

• Starting at $11,199
• 50-HP*, 44 MPH
• 812 cc, 3-cyl. DOHC engine
• Double wishbone 

suspension 
• 16.4 cu. ft. cargo box

THE FASTEST, 
MOST POWERFUL 
GATOR™ YET

XUV 825i

1Offer available 7/13/10 – 10/29/10 on all new 2011 XUV models. Subject to approved credit on John Deere Credit Revolving Plan, a service of FPC Financial, f.s.b. For consumer and commercial use. 
No down payment required. 4.9% APR is for 60 months only. Other special rates and terms may be available, including installment fi nancing. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models 
may vary by dealer. *Engine horsepower is provided by engine manufacturer for comparison purposes. Actual operating horsepower may be less. For your safety, always wear a helmet and eye 
protection when driving aggressively, on rough terrain or at speeds greater than 35 mph. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of 
Deere & Company.

WWW.JOHNDEERE.COM/GATOR

AD3DCU1AI46345AD3DCU1AI46345-00327926

XUV 625i
• Starting at $9,899
• 23-HP*, 30 MPH
• 617 cc v-twin EFI engine 
• Double wishbone suspension
• 16.4 cu. ft. cargo box

XUV 855D
• Starting at $11,299
• 25-HP*, 32 MPH
• 854 cc, 3-cyl. diesel engine
• Double wishbone suspension
• 16.4 cu. ft. cargo box 

BOWLING GREEN
HARTLAND EQUIPMENT

270-781-4747
www.hartlandequipment.com

CLARKSVILLE, TN
HUTSON, INC. 
931-647-0029

www.hutsoninc.com

CLINTON
HUTSON, INC.
270-653-4311

www.hutsoninc.com

GLASGOW
HARTLAND EQUIPMENT

270-651-8900
www.hartlandequipment.com

GREENUP
CARMICHAEL EQUIPMENT, INC.

606-833-1408
www.careq.com

HOPKINSVILLE
ROEDER IMPLEMENT CO., INC.

800-844-3994
www.roederimpl.com

LOUISVILLE
HARTLAND EQUIPMENT

502-239-8484
www.hartlandequipment.com

MAYFIELD
HUTSON, INC. 
270-247-4456

www.hutsoninc.com

MORGANFIELD
HUTSON, INC.
270-389-3668

www.hutsoninc.com

PRINCETON
HUTSON, INC.
270-365-2053

www.hutsoninc.com

RUSSELLVILLE
HUTSON, INC.
270-726-7171

www.hutsoninc.com

SOMERSET
HARTLAND EQUIPMENT

606-561-5326
www.hartlandequipment.com

L arry R. Smith, a highly popular 
Area Program Director for 
Kentucky Farm Bureau, passed 

away on August 29 following a battle with 
cancer. The Morgan County native retired 
on June 1 after learning he had the disease. 
He served the organization for 37 years 

Larry Smith with his mother, Ada, at his 

beloved campground on his Morgan County 

farm.

and was known throughout KFB circles 
for his dedicated service and cheerful per-
sonality. He was 62.

“We say farewell to one of our finest 
ambassadors,” said KFB President Mark 
Haney. “Larry’s commitment to service 
was unmatched. He will be greatly missed 

by everyone in the organization.”
Smith began his career with KFB at the 

age of 25 as a field representative. He was 
promoted to Senior Area Program 
Director in 2004. In the position he was 
responsible for coordinating membership 
and service programs for members in 12 
counties in Eastern Kentucky: Bath, Boyd, 
Carter, Elliott, Greenup, Lawrence, 
Menifee, Montgomery, Morgan, Powell, 
Rowan and Wolfe. 

Smith also worked with county Farm 
Bureau officers and directors in his area 
to set goals and organize effective leader-
ship strategies, and he performed addi-
tional training and advisory duties on a 
statewide basis. 

Smith graduated from the University of 
Kentucky with a B.S. degree in agricul-
ture, taught vocational agriculture and 
worked for Commercial Bank in West 
Liberty. He was  active in the Mountain 
Cattleman’s Association and enjoyed 

boating, fishing and camping.
A confirmed bachelor, Smith devoted 

his life to his work, family and small farm 
in Morgan County. He constructed a 
campground in a picturesque area of the 
farm where he often hosted his Farm 
Bureau friends. He enjoyed cooking for 
his guests and watching children play in 
the creek.

“He was a very special person – people 
would congregate around him because he 
was simply fun to be with,” said Haney. 
“He was a great storyteller. He was a very 
positive person who lifted your spirits. He 
was incredibly dedicated to his work. He 
loved working for our organization.”

Smith and colleague Lynn Parsons of 
Rockcastle County served as staff liaisons 
for the organization’s ten Area Program 
Directors. 

LARRy SMith,
“A veRy SpeCiAL peRSon,”

pASSeS
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ADAIR COUNTY
Date: September 21, 7:00 p.m.
Place: Cranmer Dining Hall

ANDERSON COUNTY
Date: October 11, 5:30 p.m.
Place: Eagle Lake CC

BARREN COUNTY
Date: September 25, 7:00 p.m.
Place: Trojan Academy

BATH COUNTY
Date: September 25, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Ag Center

BOONE COUNTY
Date: September 21, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

BOURBON COUNTY
Date: October 14, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Bourbon County Park

BOYD COUNTY
Date: October 15, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

BOYLE COUNTY
Date: September 21, 7:00 p.m.
Place: Grow Hall, KSD

BRACKEN COUNTY
Date: October 24, 7:30 p.m.
Place: Watson Community Building

BULLITT COUNTY
Date: September 11, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

CAMPBELL COUNTY
Date: September 11, 5:00 p.m.
Place: Alexandria Community Center

CARROLL COUNTY
Date: September 13, 7:00 p.m.
Place: FB Office

CLAY COUNTY
Date: October 14, 6:00 p.m.
Place: FB Office

CLINTON COUNTY
Date: September 9, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Fairgrounds Bldg.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY
Date: October 8, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Veterans Memorial Bldg.

EDMONSON COUNTY
Date: September 25, 4:00 p.m.
Place: HS Auditorium

ELLIOTT COUNTY
Date: September 21, 6:30 p.m.
Place: High School Cafeteria

FAYETTE COUNTY
Date: September 12, 3:00 p.m.
Place: Masterson Station Park

FLOYD COUNTY
Date: October 8, 7:00 p.m.
Place: State Park Lodge

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Date: October 11, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

GARRARD COUNTY
Date: September 30, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Forks of Dix River Baptist Church

GRANT COUNTY
Date: September 18, 7:00 p.m.
Place: FB Office

HARRISON COUNTY
Date: September 23, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

HART COUNTY
Date: September 25, 7:00 p.m.
Place: (not set as of press time)

HENRY COUNTY
Date: September 9, 7:30 p.m.
Place: FB Office

JACKSON COUNTY
Date: September 20, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Jackson Energy Farm

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Date: November 9, 7:30 p.m.
Place: FB Federation Office

KENTON COUNTY
Date: September 28, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Simon Kenton High School

LAUREL COUNTY
Date: October 12, 5:45 p.m.
Place: FB Office

LAWRENCE COUNTY
Date: October 19, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Front Porch Restaurant

LOGAN COUNTY
Date: September 11, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

MAGOFFIN COUNTY
Date: September 14, 6:00
Place: Extension Office

MARION COUNTY
Date: October 11, 7:00 p.m.
Place: Masonic Temple

MASON COUNTY
Date: October 11, 7:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

McCRACKEN COUNTY
Date: September 18, 6:00 p.m.
Place: St’ John’s KofC Hall

McCREARY COUNTY
Date: September 23, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Ole Country Café

MENIFEE COUNTY
Date: September 15, 6:00 p.m.
Place: FB Office

MERCER COUNTY
Date: September 13, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

METCALFE COUNTY
Date: September 23, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

NELSON COUNTY
Date: October 12, 7:00 p.m.
Place: Civic Center

OLDHAM COUNTY
Date: August 12, 7:00 p.m.
Place: LaGrange Office

OWEN COUNTY
Date: October 4, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

 PENDLETON COUNTY
Date: September 25, 6:00 p.m.
Place: FB Building

 PERRY COUNTY
Date: September 7, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Janet Smith Agency

PIKE COUNTY
Date: September 16, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Landmark Motel Restaurant

PULASKI COUNTY
Date: October 14, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Southwestern HS

ROBERTSON COUNTY
Date: September 18, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Deming High School

ROCKCASTLE COUNTY
Date: September 17, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Roundstone Elem. School

ROWAN COUNTY
Date: October 5, 6:30 p.m.
Place: FB Office

RUSSELL COUNTY
Date: September 10, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Veterans Fairgrounds

SCOTT COUNTY
Date: September 14, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

SHELBY COUNTY
Date: October 7, 6:30 p.m.
Extension Office

SPENCER COUNTY
Date: September 27, 7:00 p.m.
Place: Middle School

TAYLOR COUNTY
Date: October 4, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Middle School Cafeteria

WASHINGTON COUNTY
Date: October 7, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Extension Office

WAYNE COUNTY
Date: September 27, 6:00 p.m.
Place: Aspire Center

C O U N T Y
A N N U A L
M E E T I N G S

Agri-Auctioneers since 1945

October, 2010 ---------------------------------------
2nd - 160 ac. crop, pasture & 
         wooded land, Metropolis, IL
28th - 912 ac. hunting preserve with 
           lodges, Henderson, KY
Fall 2010 -----------------------------------------------
175 ac. pastures and woods, 
       Rosine, KY
110 ac. flat cropland, 2 tracts, 
       Owensboro, KY
 68 ac. on Lake Barkley with landing 
      strip, Cadiz, KY
178 ac. cropland in tracts, 
       Henderson, KY
 53 ac. hill land, Ohio River views, 
      Alexandria, KY
125 ac hill crop and wooded land, 
       Hardinsburg, KY
 55 ac. wooded land, 2 tracts, 
      Hawesville, KY
Spring 2011 ------------------------------------------
200 ac. pasture and woods, 4 tracts, 
       Horse Branch, KY

Calendar of  Auctions

Call for details or to sell your farm land.

FARM LAND

WHITLEY COUNTY
Date: September 14, 6:30 p.m.
Place: Brashear’s Grocery

WOODFORD COUNTY
Date: October 2, 6:30 p.m.
Place: 1st Christian Church
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Productivity gains in hogs
Total U.S. burley production is forecast at 189 million pounds, 12 percent 

below last year. Burley growers plan to harvest 91,300 acres, down 10 percent 
from 2009 and the lowest burley tobacco acreage on record. Yields were 
expected to average 2,070 pounds per acre, down 39 pounds from last year. 
Kentucky’s burley tobacco production was forecast at 136.5 million pounds, 
down 15 percent from 2009. The state’s burley acreage was estimated at 
65,000 acres, down 10,000 from 2009. Yield was projected at 2,100 pounds per 
acre, down 50 pounds from 2009. 

Kentucky’s production of dark fire-cured tobacco was forecast at 28.9 mil-
lion pounds, down nine percent from 2009. Dark air-cured tobacco production 
in Kentucky was forecast at 13.9 million pounds, up one percent from 2009.

Beef exports are booming
Export trade is “booming” for beef, 

according to USDA’s Livestock, Dairy, and 
Poultry Outlook. U.S. beef exports in 2010 
are forecast at 2.19 billion pounds, up 13 
percent from 2009 levels. Japan and South 
Korea are adding the most momentum to 
exports. Growth in the third and fourth quar-
ters of 2010 is anticipated at 17 percent for 
Japan and six  percent for South Korea, year-
over-year. The second quarter ended with 
585 million pounds of beef exported, nearly 
18 percent above the same quarter last year. 
In the third quarter, 580 million pounds of 
beef are forecast to be exported. In general, 
strengthening economies in Japan and South 
Korea and a relatively weak U.S. dollar have 
resulted in market growth. Exports to Japan 
through June demonstrated a solid 24 per-
cent growth year-over-year (104 percent for 
South Korea); USDA expects the percentage 
growth will be equally strong into the second 
half of the year. U.S. beef exports for 2011 
are forecast to decline six percent from 2010 
due to lower beef production as the U.S. 
cattle herd declines.

Broiler production trending 
upward

Broiler meat production during April-
June 2010 totaled 9.2 billion pounds, up 2.7 
percent from a year earlier. This is the sec-
ond consecutive quarter of year-over-year 
production increases which followed five 
quarters of production declines. Growth of 
broiler meat production is expected to be 
3.2 percent in the last half of 2010. 
Production increases have resulted primar-
ily from higher average broiler weights; the 
first-half 2010 average was 5.65 pounds, up 
1.6 percent from first-half 2009. Increased 
production is expected to place some 
downward pressure on broiler prices as 
inventories build.
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Black Barn Produce, LLC 
River · (606) 297-2600 

Bramble Ridge Orchard 
Mt. Sterling· (859) 498-9123 

C2H2 Farm Market 
Irvine · (606) 723-7895 

Fannin’s Vegetables 
West Liberty · (606) 743-3343 

Holliday Farm & Garden 
Hazard · (606) 436-2635 

Imel's Greenhouse 
Greenup · (606) 473-1708 

McLean’s Aerofresh Fruit 
Ewing · (606) 782-1112 

Townsend’s Sorghum Mill  
Jeffersonville · (859) 498-4142 

East 

South Central 

1851 Historic Maple Hill Manor 
Springfield · (859) 336-3075 

Acres of Land Winery 
Richmond · (859) 328-3000 

Back Home Farm 
Greensburg · (270) 932-7156 

Baldwin Farms 
Richmond · (859) 582-5785 

Bishop Jersey Farm Market 
Greensburg · (270) 932-4908 

Burton's Nursery & Garden Center 
Campbellsville · (270) 789-1239 

Chaney's Dairy Barn 
Bowling Green · (270) 843-5567 

Chateau du Vieux Corbeau Winery 
Danville · (859) 236-1775 

Country Corner Greenhouse  
Shepherdsville · (502) 955-8635 

Cravens Greenhouse 
Albany · (606) 387-8583 

D&F Farms 
Somerset · (606) 382-5214 

Broadbent B & B Foods 
Kuttawa · (800) 841-2202 

Brumfield Farm Market 
Madisonville · (270) 821-2721 

Cates Farm 
Henderson· (270) 823-6150 

D & M Produce 
Ledbetter · (270) 898-6312 

Dogwood Valley Trading Post 
Clay · (270) 664-9892 

Healing Harvests 
Paducah · (270) 534-4977 

J Potts Nursery & Greenhouse 
Kirksey · (270) 489-2756 

Lovell’s Orchard & Farm Market 
Hopkinsville· (270) 269-2242 

Metcalfe Landscaping 
Madisonville · (270) 821-0350 

Poore’s Nursery & Farm 
Russellville· (270) 542-4828 

Scott Hams 
Greenville · (800) 318-1353 

Stone Hill Honey Country Store 
Spottsville · (270) 826-2767 

The Country Barn 
Elkton · (270) 885-4843 

Trunnell's Farm Market 
Utica · (270) 733-2222 

Zook’s Produce 
Herndon 

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU   
2010 CERTIFIED ROADS2010 CERTIFIED ROADSIDE FARM MARKETSIDE FARM MARKETS  

MARKET HOURS ARE SEAMARKET HOURS ARE SEASONALSONAL  
West 

Amerson Farm 
Georgetown · (502) 863-3799 

Antioch Daylily Garden 
Lexington · (859) 293-0350 

Ayres Family Orchard 
Owenton · (502) 484-5236 

Beech Springs Farm Market 
Winchester · (859) 744-2868 

Benton Farms 
Walton · (859) 485-7000 

Bi-Water Farm & Greenhouse 
Georgetown · (502) 863-3676 

Blue Ribbon Market 
Union · (859) 393-4357 

Boyd Orchards 
Versailles · (859) 873-3097 

Bray Fruit 
Bedford · (502) 255-7296 

Bray Orchard & Roadside Market 
Bedford · (502) 255-3607 

Callis Orchard 
Bedford · (502) 255-3316 

Caswell Farms 
Carlisle · (859) 749-0385 

Cheek’s Produce 
Taylorsville · (502) 477-1277 

Croppers Greenhouse & Nursery 
May’s Lick · (606) 763-6589 

Deutsch Farm 
Taylorsville · (502) 252-1400 

Elk Creek Vineyard 
Owenton · (502) 484-0005 

Evans Orchard & Cider Mill 
Georgetown · (502) 863-2255 

Fisherville Farms Produce  
Louisville · (502) 817-1551 

Foxhollow Farm Store 
Crestwood · (502) 243-4323 

Gallrein Farms 
Shelbyville · (502) 633-4849 

George Gagel Truck Farm 
Louisville · (502) 447-6809 

Gregory Farms 
Turners Station· (502) 947-5469 

Hillside Orchard & Country Store 
Foster · (606) 747-5635 

Horn Family Farm & Greenhouse 
Salvisa · (859) 325-0785 

Julie’s Pumpkins 
Paris · (859)  987-4498 

North Central 

Kinman Farms 
Burlington · (859) 689-2682 

LanMark Farm 
Sharpsburg · (859) 383-4454 

Michels Family Farm 
Sparta · (859) 643-2511 

Morrison’s Greenhouses 
Louisville · (502) 969-0675 

Polk House Plants & Produce 
Taylorsville · (502) 773-5586 

Redman’s Farm 
Morning View · (859) 356-2873 

Reed Valley Orchard 
Paris · (859) 987-6480 

Ridgeview Greenhouse & Nursery 
Shepherdsville · (502) 955-5939 

Sherwood Acres Beef 
LaGrange · (502) 222-4326 

Sunny Acres Farm 
Jeffersontown · (502) 643-6584 

Sweet Home Spun  
Pleasureville · (502) 878-4814 

Talon Winery  
Lexington · (859) 971-9797 
Shelbyville · (859) 971-9797 

The Greenhouse in Gertrude 
Brooksville · (606) 782-0033 

Thieneman’s Herbs & Perennials 
Louisville · (502) 491-6305 

Tingle Farms Roadside Market 
Campbellsburg· (502) 532-9975 

Tower View Farm & Nursery 
Jeffersontown · (502) 267-2066 

Triple J Farm Market 
Georgetown · (502) 316-4474 

Valley Orchards Farm  
Hebron· (859) 689-9511 

Yuletide Tree Farm & Nursery 
Winchester · (859) 771-4729 

Wonder of Life Farm  
Lancaster· (859) 792-8923 

Wooden Farm 
Elizabethtown · (270) 737-9460 

Dennison’s Roadside Market 
Horse Cave · (270) 786-1663 

Devine’s Farm & Corn Maze 
Harrodsburg · (859) 613-3489 

Double Hart Farm 
Corbin · (606) 523-0465 

Fairview Farm 
Harrodsburg · (859) 734-2701 

Flaggy Meadow Fiber Works  
Springfield · (859) 336-7272  

Habegger's Amish Market 
Scottsville · (270) 618-5676 

Haney's Appledale Farm 
Nancy · (606) 636-6148 

Heavenly Haven Farm 
Columbia · (270) 465-9597 

Hettmansperger’s Greenhouse 
Science Hill · (606) 423-4668 

Hidden Meadows Ranch 
Liberty · (606) 787-4235 

Hinton’s Orchard & Farm Market 
Hodgenville · (270) 325-3854 

Horseshoe Bend Vineyards 
Willisburg · (859) 375-0296 

Jackson’s Orchard & Nursery 
Bowling Green · (270) 781-5303 

Kenny's Farmhouse Cheese 
Austin · (270) 434-4124 

Lee's Garden Center 
Hodgenville · (270) 358-9897 

Loid Farms 
Bowling Green · (270) 782-2694 

Mammoth Cave Transplants 
Brownsville · (270) 597-2533 

McQuerry’s Herbs-N-Heirlooms 
Paint Lick · (859) 792-8268 

Pelly Farm Fresh Market 
Smiths Grove· (270) 563-3276 

Roberts Family Farm 
Guston · (270) 422-2361 

Serenity Farm Alpacas 
Raywick· (270) 692-8743 

Serenity Hill Fiber  
Nicholasville· (859) 913-1615 

Sinking Valley Vineyard & Winery 
Somerset · (606) 274-0223 

St. Catharine Farm 
Springfield · (859) 336-0444 

Stoneymeadow Farm Fresh 
Danville · (859) 239-8664 

Three Springs Farm 
Elizabethtown · (270) 360-0644 
Leitchfield · (270) 360-0644 

Warren Farm Greenhouse 
Richmond · (859) 328-7005 
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AFBF backs legislation
on pesticide permitting

AFBF strongly supports a bill by Sens. 

Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.) and Saxby 

Chambliss (R-Ga.) that aims to clarify that 

additional permits are not required for pes-

ticide application in accordance with the 

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 

Rodenticide Act.

AFBF President Bob Stallman said the 

bill remedies the harmful effects of a court 

decision that puts farmers at risk of unnec-

essary and burdensome regulation. “This 

legislation does nothing more than clarify 

what has been the situation for nearly 40 

years — that lawful application of pesticides 

under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide 

and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) does not trig-

ger regulatory requirements in other pro-

grams,” Stallman said. 

“Congress must step up and take action 

to clarify the questions raised by a flawed 

court ruling that, if left to stand, will have 

ramifications for farmers and ranchers 

around the country. Farmers know the label 

on each chemical they use is the law of the 

land and that they must use chemicals prop-

erly. Having additional regulations and 

bureaucratic red tape will not improve food 

safety or the environment. We commend 

the senators for their leadership on this 

important issue.”
KACAA donation honors John Hendricks

The Kentucky Association of County Agricultural Agents has donated $1,500 

to the John C. Hendricks Beef Tour. The group approved that at its annual 

summer meeting in honor of Hendricks, the former KFB First Vice President who 

passed away earlier this year and was instrumental in establishing the Beef Tour for 

Kentucky cattle producers.

Kevin Lyons, the agent in Monroe County, serves on KFB’s Board of 

Directors as a representative of the extension agents. 

KFB leaders selected for other key positions
KFB Directors Bige Hensley of Clay County and Carroll Amyx of Wolfe 

County have been appointed by Governor Steve Beshear to the Forestry Best 

Management Practices Board. Hensley was reappointed to a term that will 

expire in April, 2013. Amyx was selected for a term that expires in April, 2014. 

The two also serve on KFB’s Forestry Advisory Committee, with Hensley as 

chairman and Amyx the vice-chairman.

Also, McLean County FB President Gerry Hayden was elected chairman 

of the Kentucky Soybean Promotion Board and LaRue County FB Vice 

President Aaron Reding was elected secretary/treasurer. Hayden is a long-time 

Farm Bureau leader. His wife, Judy, is a past winner of KFB’s Public Relations 

award for her work in agricultural education.

Reding holds this year’s AFBF Young Farmer and Rancher Achievement 

Award. He and his wife, Ashley, were selected as the 2009 KFB Outstanding 

Young Farm Family.

David M. Williams II, a KFB Insurance Agent in Daviess County, was 

appointed to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission. Williams, who also 

farms in Ohio County, is active with Ducks Unlimited. 

Fact sheets available on GIPSA proposal
The American Meat Institute has added a new resource page to  http://www.

meatami.com/ to keep its members, policymakers and the press informed about 

the proposed Grain Inspection, Packers Stockyards Administration rule that 

attempts to change dramatically the way livestock are procured and marketed in 

the U.S. 

The page includes three new fact sheets: “Ten Key Facts About the 

Proposed GIPS Rule, “Case Studies in the Potential Consequences of the 

Proposed GIPS Rule and “Competition in the Livestock and Meat Industry: 

What the Courts Have Said.” The page also includes government documents, 

testimony, producer group comments on the rule, press releases and news 

stories, media coverage, blog posts and links to additional resources. To access 

the page, go to the “Hot Topics” box on AMI’s homepage.
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Both Chris and Juanita Ballman have off -farm jobs. But in the evenings and on weekends this family is a farming 
dynamo. From their Breckinridge County home, the Ballmans grow plants for 20 acres of tobacco sold to growers 
and farm 600 acres of corn and soybeans. It’s a shared dream to own a farm and raise their children in a rural 
setting. Farm Credit Services of Mid-America helped them capture that dream with reliable fi nancing. “We were 
fi rst attracted by their loan rates, and we’ve really been happy with the way we are treated,” Chris said. Whatever 
size your “farming dream” is, we’ve got fi nancing that will fi t, so give us a call.

� e Ballmans: Chris, Juanita, 
Matthew and Elizabeth
Hudson, Kentucky
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Loans for Land, Construction, 
Operating Expenses, Equipment, & Homes 

Leases  •  Crop & Life Insurance

1-800-444-FARM • www.e-farmcredit.com
Farm Credit Services of Mid-America is an equal opportunity provider.
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EXPERIENCE BECK’S BONUS BONANZA , TODAY!
No other seed company offers a seed purchasing experience like Beck’s Hybrids!  By simply making a commitment to 
purchase a minimum qualifying amount of corn and soybeans, you will get some very cool stuff!  In fact, a purchase level of 
only 60 units of corn and 180 units of soybeans qualifies you for the Beck’s Bonus Bonanza!  At Beck’s Hybrids, we are dedi-
cated to offering our customers the best in seed quality, field performance, and service.  Buying seed from Beck’s is fun!  

Visit beckshybrids.com or contact your local Beck’s representative for all the details.
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