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¥ I ¥ he 2009 legislative session
was dominated by budget
issues but agriculture was
not negatively impacted by the scram-
ble to shore up state revenues.

“This session was unique in that
although we weren’t supposed to have a
budget session in an odd-numbered year,
the budget was the key issue because of
the state’s budget shortfall.” explained
Public Affairs Division Director Laura
Knoth, adding that KFB did not have a
large agenda for this session.

Several bills to enhance agriculture
passed. House Bill 47 allows a 10 per-
cent weight tolerance on vehicles haul-
ing agriculture products. KFB argued
that a slight tolerance was needed
because few farmers have on-farm

scales to check for compliance while
the weight on some farm products —
particularly livestock and grain — can
vary depending on weather and other
conditions. The Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet did not object
to this provision. (The tolerance, how-
ever, does not apply to interstate high-
ways)

House Bill 462 alters the grain
insurance program, raising the payment
cap from $100,000 to $200,000 and
capping the fund at $10 million with no
producer assessment until the fund falls
below $3 million (it currently is at
approximately $4.8 million).

House Bill 153 creates a Kentucky
Milk Commission to study pricing,
marketing and production issues.

The hike in tobacco taxes was big
news, but not objectionable to KFB
because Kentucky’s rate remains below
surrounding states, thereby keeping
Kentucky businesses competitive.
Meanwhile, the sales tax exemption for
alcohol was repealed, amounting to a
six percent levy.

State lawmakers froze the
22.5-cent-a-gallon gas tax rate to pre-
vent a four-cent drop that was sched-
uled to go into effect April 1. However,
they retained the 22.2 percent level of
the road fund targeted for rural roads.

“Since they didn’t change the fund-
ing formula for rural roads, we didn’t
oppose the freeze,” Ms. Knoth said.

All in all, it was a positive session
for KFB policies, according to Ms.
Knoth.

“During these short sessions there’s
just not enough time for a long list of
complicated issues,” she said in refer-
ence to KFB priority issues such as
health care reform and energy policy.

The session concluded with con-
tinuing concerns about budget shortfalls
in the face of a slumping economy.
KFB’s legislative team will be on guard
for future tax proposals.
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Controversial “rendering” regulation
delayed due to widespread objections

bjections from Farm

Bureau and the livestock

and animal rendering
industries prompted the Food and Drug
Administration to postpone implemen-
tation of a controversial regulation for
rendering deadstock.

Originally scheduled to take effect
April 27, the rule requires companies
that render cattle to remove several
materials, including the brain and spinal
cord, before processing. The intent is to
eliminate the possibility of contamina-
tion into processed animal feeds and
quell safety concerns of some major
trading partners.

The problem is that rendering com-
panies - including those in Kentucky —
say the new requirement will make their
service too costly for most cattle pro-
ducers. Nation Brothers Inc., a Shelby
County company that picks up about
nine million pounds of deadstock from
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22 counties, suspended service because
of the rule.

AFBF and 11 other farm groups
asked the Obama administration to
postpone implementation for at least 60
days to allow preparation of an impact
report to present to FDA. The request
was granted.

This issue also has attracted plenty
of attention in Frankfort. The Kentucky
House and Senate passed resolutions
calling for a delay and their respective
Agriculture Committees held hearings.
KFB is working with the State
Veterinarian’s Office, the Governor’s
Office for Agricultural Policy and oth-
ers to pursue solutions to the deadstock
removal problem.

KFB Public Affairs Director Laura
Knoth said the delay “gives agriculture
an opportunity to develop solutions that
must come from the ground up.”
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COMMENT

ine years ago we initiated “KFB News” as a monthly vehicle
to keep members informed about our programs and activities,
as well as developments within the agriculture industry. That
commitment continues today with this, the 100th issue.
During these 100 months this magazine has chronicled many changes
at KFB and in Kentucky agriculture — plus has undergone some changes of

Kentucky Farm Bureau is a voluntary organization
of farm families and their allies dedicated to serving as
the voice of agriculture by identifying problems,
developing solutions and taking actions which will
improve net farm income, achieve better economic
opportunities and enhance the quality of life for all.
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its own. After beginning as a newsletter, we switched to a magazine-type Mark Haney President
format using cover photos of rural scenes. The covers have highlighted John C. Hendricks Ist Vice President

hi K kv f: f h . b d Eddie Melton 2nd Vice President
most everything common to Kentucky farms, from harvesting soybeans an David S. Beck Executive Vice President

grazing cattle to goat and grape production.
We also expanded the size from 12 to 16 pages and added a special
“center section” devoted to production news. Meanwhile, several facets

KFB DIRECTORS

Randall Heath Hickory
have remained constant, such as a markets report and a guest column which Tripp Furches Murray
has a featured a wide variety of perspectives and writers, including two gggy E“‘l:ma“ éi‘frmore
. . . 1€ elton ebree
governors and agriculture commissioners, both of our U.S. Senators, state Steve Bolinger Pembroke
legislative leaders, KFB leaders and various other state agriculture leaders. J. Fritz Giesecke Horse Cave
It’s interesting to note some of the content from the first issue, in ;Z:lyckT }l‘ﬂoemnz;mn Ev'izr?;’f;:ww“
February 2001. The front page article about the AFBF annual meeting Russell Poore Russellville
reported that KFB won 10 awards for program excellence. There was a fea- Jay Coleman Cave City
ture story about how KFB leaders were very active with the county agricul- E’;ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁsman E:\::enccr:;l;rg
ture councils involved with the state’s agricultural development initiative David Chappell Orreiien
(which at that time was just getting off the ground). Another article focused Ijrfi ﬁowlett gampbellsburg
on a referendum on the tobacco program. D:;ny woe A St
The guest columnist was yours truly as I took the opportunity to intro- Kim McCoy Burkesville
duce the publication and explain its purpose. ge"deLi“ée“ el SDa"‘f'i“Z
: N 2 . avid L. Campbe tanfor
In the years since, . KFB News” has reported on the amazing progress John C. Hendricks Winchester
of the ag development initiative, the tobacco buyout program, the develop- Alex Barnett Cynthiana
ment of two farm bills, the election of two KFB Presidents, the growth of ga“dl II‘;‘;GIO"C grays"“
. . arro myx ampton
KFB’s program of work plus much, much more. All told, we’ve distributed Charlie Ben};e Londl:())n
more than 9.6 million copies. Bige Hensley Manchester
I’ll conclude by repeating what I wrote 100 months ago: We believe it I;A?r;hallll thy ke g?";{“gsvme
.. . .. . . . rieda Hea ickory
is incumbent on any service organization to effectively communicate with Gy Bhs Richmond
its most valued resource, its members. This publication will reflect that Terry Patterson Elizabethtown
. Scott Smith Lexington
commitment. Debbie Anderson Shelbyville
Kevin Lyons Tompkinsville
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early 200 KFB members
Nparticipated in this year’s

Congressional Tour, which
was marked by somber discussions
about the economic crisis gripping the
nation. The Kentucky farmers, however,
have much more on their plates; for
example: Changing federal law to make
farm labor more readily available, stay-
ing the course with the provisions of
what has been an effective national
farm policy and health care reforms
that make insurance more affordable
and services more accessible.

As always, the three-day event
included tours of popular historical
sites and the signature breakfast with
the state’s Congressional delegation.
Senators Mitch McConnell and Jim
Bunning and Representatives Hal

“THE (CONGRESSIONAL) MEM-
BERS WERE STRESSING THE
IMPORTANCE OF GETTING THE
ECONOMY BACK ON TRACK;
THERE WERE VARYING OPINIONS
ON HOW TO ADDRESS THAT, BUT
ALL AGREED THE ECONOMY
WOULD BE THE DOMINANT ISSUE
|/OF THIS CONGRESS,"
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Rogers, Ed Whitfield, Geoff Davis,
John Yarmuth and Brett Guthrie were
on hand to speak with the group. AFBF
President Bob Stallman also was pres-
ent and, in a nice touch, sat with fresh-
man Congressman Guthrie, a newcom-
er to the event and in dealing with
Farm Bureau’s national policies.

Following the breakfast Reps.
Whitfield, Yarmuth and Guthrie met
constituents at the hotel while Davis
met his group at his office. Rogers,
meanwhile, continued his longstanding
tradition of giving a tour of the capitol
building.

That afternoon the group assem-
bled for a photo on the capitol steps,
followed by the traditional meeting
with Senators McConnell and Bunning
at a Senate office building.




A day earlier the group received various “issues
briefings” from AFBF staff and industry officials.
Several members of AFBF’s Public Affairs staff warned
the Kentuckians to be on guard for changes in environ-
mental policies, particularly relative to the Clean Air Act
and global warming. Kirk Ferrell of the National Pork
Producers Council spoke about challenges to the animal
agriculture industry. Fertilize Institute President Ford
West gave an overview of the economics of farm inputs.
Reynolds American Tobacco Company official Jeff Hogg
spoke about a proposal for Food and Drug
Administration regulation of the industry.

But again, it was the economic crisis that set the tone.

“The (Congressional) members were stressing the
importance of getting the economy back on track; there
were varying opinions on how to address that, but all
agreed the economy would be the dominant issue of this
Congress,” said L. Joe Cain, KFB’s Director of National
Affairs.

“Generally speaking, they were very receptive to our
issues and we were able to get our messages across in a
positive tone. And we were encouraged that they were
aware of our concerns about the FDA ban regarding
deadstock disposal.” (Note: Many Kentucky cattle pro-
ducers are concerned about how to dispose of carcasses
after one of two Kentucky companies that picks up dead-
stock on farms ceased doing so due to a new federal reg-
ulation placing tight guidelines for rendering cattle and
some other farm animals. KFB is part of an effort to find
a state solution to the problem)

AFBF PRESIDENT BOB STALLMAN (CENTER) HAD

BREAKFAST WITH FRESHMAN CONGRESS-
MAN BRETT GUTHRIE (TO THE RIGHT
OF STALLMAN) AND HIS CON-
STITUENTS FROM THE
SECOND DISTRICT.

‘\'@ SENATOR MITCH MCCONNELL ADDRESSED A BIG CROWD AT THE BREAKFAST THAT HIGHLIGHTS THE Photos by L. Joe Cain
T THREE-DAY TOUR.
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ABOVE: JEFFERSON COUNTY FARM BUREAU’S
LARRY BUTLER (RIGHT) PRESENTED A
“FRIEND OF FARM BUREAU” AWARD TO JOHN
YARMUTH.

RIGHT: HAL ROGERS GREETED CONSTITUENTS
AT THE BREAKFAST. TO THE RIGHT OF THE
DEAN OF KENTUCKY CONGRESSMEN ARE
MARLENE HANEY, WIFE OF KFB PRESIDENT
MARK HANEY; AND KFB DIRECTOR CARROLL
AMYX OF WOLFE COUNTY.

FLANKED BY KFB PRESIDENT MARK HANEY, SENATOR JIM BUNNING ADDRESSED THE GROUP AT
THE TRADITIONAL QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSION.
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ABOVE: NEW 2ND DISTRICT CONGRESSMAN BRETT
GUTHRIE SPOKE TO HIS GROUP FOLLOWING BREAKFAST.

| KFB SECOND VICE PRESIDENT EDDIE MELTON
(RIGHT) PRESENTED ED WHITFIELD WITH A
“FRIEND OF FARM BUREAU” AWARD.

GEOFF DAVIS GREETED (FROM LEFT) ETHEL HUCK OF CAMPBELL COUNTY, ROSE SULLIVAN OF GALLATIN Photos by L. Joe Cain
al COUNTY AND MAYME WALTERS OF GALLATIN COUNTY AS HE ARRIVED AT THE BREAKFAST.

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS | APRIL 7




g

n

— -
SI= 1= =

FARM PRODUCTION NEWS

FERTILZER COSTS MAY

RISE AGAIN

FROM USDA-ERS

he recent decline in fertilizer
Tprices may not be sustainable.
While a deepening global eco-
nomic slowdown would put downward
pressure on fertilizer prices, fertilizer
markets could also be affected by
unforeseen weather events or by chang-
es in global fertilizer trade. It is possi-
ble that the prices of U.S. fertilizers
could again move higher this spring.
Crops requiring heavy application
of fertilizers are not necessarily those
for which fertilizer makes up the great-
est share of total costs. Fertilizer use is
relatively high for sugar beet, rice, and
peanut producers, for example, but fer-

tilizer expenses amount to less than 20
percent of their operating costs.

Among major U.S. field crops,
corn uses the most fertilizer, has the
highest fertilizer costs per acre ($93 at
average 2007 prices), and has the high-
est fertilizer costs as a share of operat-
ing costs for planting, growing, and
harvesting (41 percent). But producers
of wheat, oats, and barley are also sen-
sitive to fertilizer price swings, despite
having relatively low fertilizer costs per
acre (less than $40), because fertilizer
costs account for more than 30 percent
of their operating costs.

Rising fertilizer prices make crops
such as soybeans attractive alternatives to
crops for which fertilizer costs are higher.

Soybeans compete for acreage with corn
and other feed grains and wheat in the
Corn Belt and Plains States. Higher fertil-
izer prices may encourage the cultivation
of more soybeans and result in less acre-
age planted to corn, wheat, and other feed
grains in these areas.

While higher farm commodity prices
in 2008 offset much of the negative effect
of higher fertilizer prices on farm
incomes, fertilizer prices in the U.S. do
not necessarily move in tandem with
food and feed grain prices. Fertilizer pric-
es approaching those experienced in late
2007, caused mainly by global demand
and tight supply factors, might be sustain-
able even if U.S. and world commodity
prices continue to soften.

Farm Bureau Membership just got better! Members can now save up to $500*!
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Save $300 off Farmall DXE & DXL series

OWENSBORO
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-264-1504
hragripower.com

800-730-2655
jacobisales.com

RUSSELLVILLE
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-264-2474
hragripower.com

s i

H & R AGRI-POWER
800-844-3918
hragripower.com

MAYFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-455-4747
hragripower.com

SHELBYVILLE
JACOBI SALES INC.
800-730-2684
jacobisales.com

Save $500 off JX series

™ and the Kentucky Farm Bureau are proud to announce their membership discount program
valid on Case IH™ Farmall tractors, JX Series tractors and Case IH™ Maxxum Series tractors.

Case IH is proud to partner
with the KentuckyFarm Bureau.

* Offer restricted to lowa, lllinois, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Tennessee Farm Bureau members. Customer must be a
resident and hold membership for 30 days within one of the eligible states. Present a valid Farm Bureau membership card at time
of purchase to qualify. Farm Bureau and the Farm Bureau National Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm
Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC under license from the American Farm Bureau Federation and the Kentucky
Farm Bureau. Case IH and CNH Capital are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. ©2007 CNH America LLC., 700 State Street,
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MORGANFIELD
H & R AGRI-POWER
800-869-1421
hragripower.com

STANFORD
SAUFLEY IMPL. CO.
606-365-2525
saufleyimplements.con

CASE Hl
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FARM PRODUCTION NEWS

Study afirms henefits of msecticides

Institute (CPRI), a non-profit,

non-advocacy organization creat-
ed to advance the understanding of pes-
ticide use in the U.S. through research
and education, released a comprehensive
study on the value of insecticides in U.S.
crop production. The report is the cul-
mination of a three-year effort focusing
on 50 crops and examining the value of
insecticides to production by crop, by
state and by growers nationally. It dem-
onstrates the enormous impact insecti-
cides have in protecting the yields of
numerous crops in the U.S. and in feed-
ing millions of people while keeping
food inexpensive and abundant.

CPRTI’s study makes clear that

rl"he Crop Protection Research

“ AUCTION & REALTY COMPANY
since 1945”

FARM LAND TI
AUCTION RESUL

43 Acres near SOLD
Lake Barkley, KY 1-21-09

$184,000.00 o= $4279/Acre
140.5 Acres near SOLD
Hartford, KY 2-19-09

$360,000.00 o= $2562/Acre

23.55 Acres near SOLD
Princeton, KY 2-20-09

$73,594.00 o= $3125/Acre

92.5 Acres near SOLD
Owensboro, KY  03-12-09

$869,500.00 o= $9400/Acre

Kentucky's Agri-Auctioneer’s

800 -264-1204

www.kurtzauction.com

without insecticides and the higher
yields they provide, billions of pounds
of apples, oranges, potatoes, and toma-
toes would be lost in the United States
annually if not for these front-line
weapons against crop destroying pests.
Consumers would pay higher prices for
the staples that they and their families
rely on, not just in the U.S. but around
the world and during a challenging
global economy not seen for decades.
The report details several key findings.
Of the crops surveyed, 31 of 50 would suf-
fer yield losses of 40 percent or greater and
seven crops would see losses of over 70
percent without the use of insecticides.
“Without insecticides for control of
crop-feeding insects, production of some

crops would be impossible in parts or all
of the country,” said Leonard Gianessi,
director, CPRI. “With the introduction of
synthetic insecticides in the 1950s, pro-
duction of crops increased dramatically as
a result of better insect control. In some
cases, as with sweet corn production in
Florida, the crop could not be produced at
all before synthetic insecticides were
made available.”

Many agricultural commoditie are
vulnerable to the presence of aflatoxins
and insect control is necessary to pre-
vent its passage to the plant. Aflatoxin,
a carcinogen, can cause liver and other
cancers in humans, lowers the body’s
normal immune response, and can
impair growth in children.

Relax...

waters ‘em righte

Fresh water on demand,

24 hours a day.

Top quality materials. Smart design. Built to last.

Ritchie manufactures a complete line of livestock watering products with the highest
specifications in the industry. From a single horse Stall Fount to a fountain that waters up
to 500 head, Ritchie fountains are top quality. Products are available in stainless steel,
heavy-duty poly or a combination of both. Every Ritchie fountain is backed by our

10 year limited warranty.

For more information,
or the name of your nearest dealer, call

Breeders Supply & Equipment ¢ 800-432-9342

Thrifty King Series

The color arrangement on Ritchie fountains is a registered trademark of Ritchie Industries.
U.S. patent numbers: 5174245, 4646687, 4739727. Register number 2,009,625.

© 2009 Ritchie Industries

www.ritchiefount.com
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he Kentucky Farm Bureau
Beef Expo was held last

month at the Kentucky
Exposition Center with 225 consignors
from 17 states. Total gross sales were
$752,560 on 524 lots, an average of
$1,447 per head.

The Kentucky Angus Sweepstakes
sale had the highest gross, $128,800,
followed by the Simmental breed,
$90,935; Limousin breed, $89,675 and
the 11th annual pen heifer sale,
$83,130. All told there were 12 breed
shows and sales in addition to the all
breeds pen heifer event.

The top money-earner was a
Chiangus bull, consigned by Ard Ridge
of Nancy, which sold for $13,500. Other
Kentucky-consigned sales highlights
included:

The Supreme Champion Angus
female, consigned by Sheldon Burks of
Park City, sold for $6,300 and another
female, from Lauren Moss of
Lancaster, fetched $5,000.

The Grand Champion Beefalo
bull, consigned by Kyle Skidmore of
Shepherdsville, sold for $2,400..

A female Charolais consigned by
Rachel Williams of Salyersville sold

10

for $2,500.

A female Limousin
from Englewood Farms of
Lancaster brought $5,500.

A female Hereford
consigned by Boyd Beef
Cattle of May’s Lick sold
for $4,750.

The reserve champi-
on Saler bull, consigned
by Diamond J Farms of
Eubank, went for $5,000.

The grand champion
Shorthorn bull from
Martindell Shorthorns in
Hardyville fetched $2,500.

The grand champion female
Simmental from Rocking P Livestock
in Maysville sold for $4,100.

Youth exhibitors showed 170 steers
and 363 heifers at the Junior Show. The
top five Kentucky steers were shown by
Taylor Tolle of Taylorsville (2), Sarah
Ayer of Calhoun (2) and Cody Emmons
of Flemingsburg. Top five Kentucky
heifers were shown by Taylor Tolle,
Thomas Lundy of Bardstown, Blake
Boyd of May’s Lick, Emily Graves of
Springfield and Ramsey Johnson of
Winchester.

KFB leaders participated in the
awards programs and the organization
had an exhibit in the trade show. It was
the 23rd rendition of the popular show
and the second year in which KFB was
the primary sponsor. The organization
agreed to that role because the event
was jeopardized by budget cuts at the
Kentucky Department of Agriculture,
which organizes the show.



hough confronted by numer-

ous challenges, America’s

young farmers and ranchers
express a high level of optimism about
agriculture and say they are better off
than they were five years ago. Those
are the general findings of AFBF’s 17th
annual survey of young farmers and
ranchers.

The young farmers, ages 18-35,
said the availability of land and facili-
ties, overall profitability and economic
challenges continue to rank as their top
concerns. However, reflecting a high
degree of economic improvement, 89
percent of the respondents said they are
better off than they were five years ago.
The survey was conducted during
AFBF’s 2009 YF&R Conference in
Sacramento, Calif.

Though the prices for many farm
products have fallen sharply since last
year and the Agriculture Department is
forecasting a 20 percent decline in farm
income this year, most of the young
farmers surveyed expressed optimism
about their chosen profession. Nearly
half (48 percent) said they were more
optimistic than five years ago, while
just 20 percent said less optimistic and
32 percent said their level of optimism
was the same.

Last year’s survey showed that 90
percent indicated they were better off
than they were five years ago, roughly
the same as the 89 percent in this year’s
survey.

“We’re facing very challenging
times this year,” said AFBF YF&R
Committee Chair Mathew Meals, a
first-generation crop farmer from
Newville, Pa. “In good times as well as
bad, optimism is the No. 1 job require-
ment for being a successful farmer and
rancher. Farming has always been a dif-
ficult and challenging business, but
most of us wouldn’t trade it for any job
in the world.”

In ranking a list of common chal-
lenges facing farmers and ranchers, the
availability of land and facilities was
the top concern with 21.3 percent of
the respondents. Overall profitability
and economic challenges was second,
cited by 17.1 percent. Government reg-
ulations was third at 12 percent, fol-

lowed by urbanization and the loss of
farmland (8.3 percent), willingness of
parents to turn over the reins of the
operation (7.8 percent), competition
from established or larger farms (6.7
percent), healthcare availability and
cost (5.7 percent) and challenges pre-
sented by animal welfare groups (5.2
percent). Other challenges included
topics such as availability of financing,
labor availability and regulations, tax
burdens, water availability and lack of
rural services.

Regardless of those challenges, the
survey also shows that a whopping 92
percent of the young farmer and ranch-
ers see themselves as life-long farmers.
In addition, an even larger percentage,
96 percent, say they would like to see
their children follow in their footsteps.
The survey shows that 80 percent
believe their children will be able to

follow in their footsteps.

The survey also points out that
roughly the same percentage thinks the
American public feels positive toward
farmers and ranchers as those who
believe the public feels negative toward
farmers and ranchers, at roughly 36 per-
cent each. The remainder of those sur-
veyed said “they don’t think about us.”

The survey also shows that
America’s farmers and ranchers are
strong environmental stewards, with 65
percent saying that balancing environ-
mental concerns with economic con-
cerns is critical to their operations.

The vast majority, 76 percent, believe
that federal farm policy should direct that
farm income come totally from the mar-
ketplace (both domestic and internation-
al) while 24 percent believe farm income
should be supplemented by government
farm program payments.

=M= | 2009 GMC YUKON HYBRID

FARM BUREAU MEMBERS CONTINUE TO RECEIVE
A VALUABLE OFFER WORTH UP TO

Kentucky Farm Bureau members can get a $750* private offer toward
the purchase or lease of any new GM E85t FlexFuel vehicle. Or get

a $500* private offer toward the purchase or lease of most new GM

gmfleet.com/kyfh.

# vehicles, now including hybrids. GM features a growing lineup of
hybrid cars, trucks and SUVs that provide great fuel economy. Start
saving today. Private offer available 1/3/09 to 1/4/10. To redeem,
provide your GM dealer with your authorization number, available at

FROM GM.
BRANDENBURG CLARKSVILLE, TN
TONY BROWN JAMES CORLEW
CHEVROLET, INC. CHEVROLET-CADILLAC

888-920-2141
www.tonybrownchevrolet.com

HARDINSBURG
DAN POWERS CHEVROLET
BUICK PONTIAC GMC
270-756-5212
danpowersgmcenter.com

800-847-0768
Wwww.jamescorlew.com

FLORENCE
JEFF WYLER BUICK
PONTIAC GMC
859-525-8001
jeffwylerflorencepontiac.com

HENDERSON
HENDERSON CHEVROLET
BUICK PONTIAC GMC
800-578-8467
www.hendersonchevrolet.com

GREENVILLE GuueE.
MANSFIELD BUICK PONTIAC 7, d=,
CADILLAC GMC K

)y
Fir

800-338-3832 \o
mansfieldgm.com

LOUISVILLE
SPRINGHURST CHEVROLET
800-798-3412

www.springhurstchevrolet.com

* You must be a member of KYFB for at least 120 days prior to date of delivery to be eligible for this private offer. $500 or $750 private offer valid toward the purchase or lease
of eligible new 2008, 2009 and 2010 model year GM passenger car and light duty truck models. Customers must take delivery by January 4, 2010. Not compatible with other
private offers. Not valid on prior purchases. Compatible with current incentives. Incentives subject to change. Excludes Cadillac CTS-V; Chevrolet Corvette ZR1; HUMMER

H1; Saturn vehicles and medium duty trucks. See dealer for complete details.

1 E85 ethanol is 85% ethanol, 15% gasoline. Go to gm.com/biofuels to see if there is an E85 station near you. ©2009 GM Corp.

CHEVROLET - BUICK - PONTIAC - GMC - SATURN - HUMMER - SAAB - CADILLAC
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COMPILED BY
ED McQUEEN,
DIRECTOR OF MARKET INFORMATION

“MARKETS

FRESH VEGETABLE PRODUCTION
DECLINES BY TWO PERCENT

According to USDA’s annual
report, fresh-market vegetable produc-
tion fell by two percent in 2007. This
was the lowest output since 2002.
Although average yield per acre con-
tinued to trend higher, production fell
because of a three percent drop in har-
vested area. Fresh-market output
dropped in 21 of the 37 surveyed
states, with each of the top four pro-
ducing states producing less fresh veg-
etables in 2008: California, -1%;
Florida, -1%; Arizona, -10%; and
Georgia, -4%. With lower volume out-
weighed by higher average prices, the
farm value of U.S. fresh market vegeta-
ble production rose four percent to
$10.4 billion. California accounted for
50 percent of U.S. fresh market vegeta-
ble crop value in 2008, with Florida a
distant second at 15 percent.

The recently released 2007 Census
of Agriculture indicated that of the
69,172 farms reporting vegetable, pota-
to, sweet potato or melon acreage, an
estimated 62,495 farms, or 90 percent,
produced for the fresh market. An esti-
mated 4,791 farms produced vegetables
for both the fresh and processing (pre-
served using heat) markets. Area devot-
ed to fresh market vegetables in 2007
totaled 2.62 million acres - 56 percent
of all vegetable area. Among the top 10
fresh-market states, Minnesota had the
smallest share of area devoted to the
fresh market at 13 percent, while
Arizona had the greatest share at 96
percent. California, the top producer of
fresh vegetables but also a leading
source of processing vegetables, had 68
percent of its area geared toward the
fresh market. Florida’s fresh market
share dropped from 96 percent in 2002
to 86 percent in 2007 as growers in the
state have increased area for crops such
as pickling cucumbers.

KENTUCKY CROPS TOP $2.1 BILLION

Crops produced by Kentucky farmers
in 2008 are preliminarily valued at $2.16
billion by USDA-NASS. This is up from
the $1.8 billion value put on the 2006 and
2007 crops. Crop prospects in 2008 were
reduced by a cool, wet spring and a hot,
dry summer. Corn, valued at $616.9 mil-
lion, continues to be Kentucky’s number
one cash crop, accounting for 28.5 percent
of the total 2008 crop value. The second-

most valuable crop produced in 2008 is
baled hay at $547.9 million. Soybeans
jumped to the third spot with a value of
$415.2 million, followed closely by tobac-
co at $382.6 million. The wheat crop’s
value of $186.2 million is nearly triple the
2007 value.

* Kentucky ranks 23rd among all
states in total crop value.

* All crops produced in the U.S.
for 2008 are valued at $165.1 billion,
down one percent from 2007.

U.S. Cattle Imports
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KFB and other Kentucky farm
organizations highlighted agriculture’s
achievements as part of “National
Agriculture Week,” March 15-21.

In conjunction with the annual

national recogni-
tion, Governor
Steve Beshear des-
ignated March 20,
the first day of
spring, as
“Agriculture Day
in Kentucky.”
“The agricul-
ture industry across
Kentucky continues
to grow and change
everyday, but

KFB WOMEN’S
COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSON FRIEDA
HEATH PRESENTED
GOVERNOR STEVE
BESHEAR WITH A GIFT
BASKET OF KENTUCKY
PRODUCTS AS PART OF
THE RECOGNITION OF
FOOD CHECK OUT DAY.
BASKETS ALSO WERE
PRESENTED TO STATE
LEGISLATORS AND
OTHER OFFICIALS.

remains a strong, vital piece to Kentucky’s
economic strength,” said KFB President
Mark Haney. “Recognizing National
Agriculture Day allows us to focus on the
importance of farming to our society and
the critical role agriculture plays in provid-
ing food, fiber, fuel and other materials we

use daily.”

KFB and other agricultural organi-
zations took part in events across the
state to promote how agriculture posi-
tively impacts us economically, envi-
ronmentally, and socially.

County Farm Bureau Women’s
Committees were invited to visit ele-
mentary school classrooms across the
state to read an agricultural book to stu-
dents. They were then asked to discuss
with the students the importance of
agriculture in the hope of reaching
Kentucky’s next generation with factual
and valuable agricultural information.

Kentucky farmers grossed $4.82 bil-
lion from the sale of farm products in
2007, according to the Census of
Agriculture, which is a 57 percent
increase over the last census in 2002. The
census showed 89 percent of Kentucky’s
85,260 agricultural operations are still run
by individuals or families, and most are
still small farms. The number of farms
declined one percent from 2002, but the
size of farms increased one percent from
an average of 160 to 164 acres.

??? WEED PROBLEMS ???

Eliminates Pigweed, Johnsongrass, Smut Grass, Thistles,
Ragweed, Love Grass & Any Other Noxious Weeds!

“The Fast, Effective & Economical Way”

I—

The Grassworks Weed Wiper
system is an aggressive yet
economical & environmentally

L]
f‘ friendly method of applying o
G ) herbicides to control weeds in - ‘
0 hay and pasture, row cropping, et {
A food plots, sod farms, & 3' Y

vegetable truck farms, pecan
orchards and many more
applications.

Tractor Moun

Tow-Behind Model .
Unit 6'-30' O

3'-1%'

The Weed Management System

* Roll on paint brush application * Pennies per acre
No Drip e No Drift  Can be applied in windy conditions

Kills Weeds. . .Save Legumes - CALL TopAY!  GrassWorks Weed Wiper LLC

Email: sales@weedprohlems.com
www.weedproblems.com

We Build &
Farm With
American Pride

(888) 80-WIPER Or (479) 790-1091
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FARM CREDIT SERVICES
EARNINGS ARE UP

Farm Credit Services of Mid-
America announced financial results for
2008. The Louisville-based agriculture
lending cooperative topped $15.4 billion
in owned and managed assets, an increase
of $2.1 billion over year-end 2007
results. At $162 million, earnings were
up almost three percent over 2007.

President and Chief Executive
Officer Donnie Winters said, “In a year
of turmoil in the financial markets and an
economic recession unrivaled since the
Great Depression, we achieved strong
overall financial results and maintained a
solid 13% capital position.”

Operating, equipment and facility
loan volume grew by 11.5 percent, while
mortgage volume increased by 15.1 per-
cent. Lease volume totaled $423 million
- up almost $50 million from 2007.

The association experienced some
deterioration in credit related statistics
with an increase of loan losses last
year. However, FCS entered the more
challenging environment with record high
credit quality and credit related measure-
ments continued to exceed long-term
goals and standards.

Winters added that major swings in
commodity prices, coupled with an antic-
ipated lower farm income and increased
input costs, will come into play in 2009.
“We intend to manage through as we
have for nearly a century through strong
credit quality, sound underwriting stan-
dards and a commitment to supporting
the needs of farmers and rural communi-
ties we serve. Whether it’s providing risk
management tools such as crop insur-
ance, reaching the marketplace in new
and different ways through dealer credit
programs and leasing, or endorsing stew-
ardship initiatives that support our local
communities, we plan to be there for
farmers and rural America both today and
in the future,” he said.

KFB TV PROGRAM NOW SEEN OVERSEAS

“Bluegrass and Backroads,” KFB’s
award-winning television program, is
now being aired overseas as RURAL TV
-- the world’s first 24-hour international
television network dedicated to crossing
borders with farming, equine, rural life-
style, and traditional country music enter-
tainment programs — has launched into
over nine million United Kingdom televi-
sion homes.

“Bluegrass and Backroads” is
among the popular RFD-TV programs
selected for the United Kingdom sched-
ule. The weekly program is produced by
KFB’s Bob Shrader and Matt Hilton and
hosted by Mike Feldhaus, interim direc-
tor for the Communications Division and
long-time radio broadcaster for the orga-
nization. The program won first place in
the AFBF awards program last year.

LENDING PROGRAM FOR VETS IS

The Kentucky Agricultural Finance
Corporation (KAFC) approved its first
applicant for the new Large/Food Animal
Veterinary Loan Program. Dr. Melissa
Lipps and her husband, Joe, of Shelbyville,
received the first low-interest loan. Dr.
Lipps is a partner in the Shelby Veterinary
Clinic, which is one of the last remaining
food animal practices in the area.

The Kentucky Agricultural
Development Board allocated $1 million

UNDERWAY

this past November to the KAFC to be
used for low interest financing for veteri-
narians to establish or expand large/food
animal veterinary services in Kentucky.
Specifically the KAFC Large/Food
Animal Veterinary Loan Program will
provide low interest loans to assist indi-
viduals licensed to practice veterinary
medicine in Kentucky who desire to con-
struct, expand, equip or buy into a prac-
tice serving large/food animal producers.

KFB SEEKS TOP FARMER APPLICATIONS

KFB is accepting applications for
Kentucky’s representative in the
Southeastern Farmer of the Year contest
that is part of the annual Sunbelt
Agricultural Exposition in Georgia.
Application deadline is April 17.

Sponsored by Swisher International,
the contest recognizes farmers for their
commitment to excellence in the agricul-

ture industry and their efficiency in farm-
ing practices, sound financial management
plus leadership in civic organizations.

The contest information and applica-
tion can be found at www.kyfb.com.
Interested farmers may also obtain an
application from their county Farm
Bureau office or by sending a request via
e-mail to jmccants @kyfb.com.

ETHANOL PRODUCERS WANT 15 PERCENT BLEND

The nation’s ethanol producers are
urging the Obama administration to raise
the 10 percent limit on ethanol in motor
fuel to 15 percent or more, a move they
hope will create new demand at a time
when many distilleries are idle..

The producers say higher ethanol
blends would help create jobs and reduce
petroleum imports. Moreover, without a
change in the 10 percent limit, ethanol
makers say it could be difficult to fulfill a
congressional mandate for renewable fuel
use and the makers of new forms of etha-
nol, which rely on raw materials other
than corn, could be locked out of the fuel
market.

14 APRIL | KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU NEWS

“This is about jobs, energy security
for America, improving the environment
and meeting our legal responsibilities
under the 2006 energy bill,” said retired
Gen. Wesley Clark, co-chairman of
Growth Energy, a group of ethanol firms.

Growth Energy requested a waiver
from the Environmental Protection
Agency to raise the ethanol content of
motor fuel to 15 percent. Under the exist-
ing 10 percent limit, ethanol production
would theoretically top out at 14 billion
gallons a year based on current fuel con-
sumption trends, or less because of trans-
portation constraints that limit ethanol
deliveries in many parts of the country.
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This sign welcomes you to some of Kentucky’s best farm markets, providing quality products and
service at reasonable prices. Visit one of these Roadside Farm Markets for flowers, fruits & vegetables,
landscaping, family fun, and much more.

Antioch Daylily Garden
Lexington - (859) 293-0350

Beech Springs Farm Market
Winchester - (859) 744-2868

Benton Farms U-Pick
Walton - (859) 485-7000

Bi-Water Farm & Greenhouse
Georgetown - (502) 863-3676

Cheek's Produce
Taylorsville - (502) 477-1277

Country Corner Greenhouse
Shepherdsville - (502) 955-8635

Deutsch Farm
Taylorsville - (502) 252-1400

El Creek Vineyards
Owenton - (502) 484-0005

Fisherville Farms
Fisherville - (502) 266-6077

Broadbent B & B Foods
Eddyville - (800) 841-2202

D & M Produce
Ledbetter - (270) 898-6312

J Potts Nursery & Greenhouse
Kirksey - (270) 293-6882

Metcalfe Landscaping
Madisonville - no number

Poore’s Nursery & Farm

Russellville - (270) 542-4828
Scott Hams
Greenville - (270) 338-3402

Stone Hill Honey Country Store
Spottsville - (270) 826-2767

The Country Barn
Elkton - (270) 885-4843

Trunnell's Farm Market
Utica - (270) 733-2222

Kentucky Farm Bureau Certified Roadside Market Program ::

Foxhollow Farm Market
Crestwood - (502) 241-6869

Gallrein Farms
Shelbyville - (502) 633-4849

George Gagel Truck Farm
Louisville - (502) 447-6809

Interstate Greenhouse & Nursery
Carrollton - (800) 830-6429

Kinman Farms

Burlington - (859) 689-2682

Lan Mark Farm

Sharpsburg - (859) 383-4454

Ridgeview Greenhouse & Nursery
Shepherdsville - (502) 955-5939

River View Greenhouses
Hebron - (859) 689-9511

Sherwood Acres Beef
LaGrange - (502) 222-4326

Sweet Home Spun in the Low

Dutch Meetinghouse
Pleasureville - (502) 878-4814

The Greenhouse in Gertrude
Brooksville - (606) 782-0033

Thieneman's Herbs & Perennials
Louisville - (502) 491-6305

Tower View Farm & Nursery
Jeffersontown - (502) 267-2066

Yuletide Tree Farm & Nursery
Winchester - (859) 771-4729

Call or e-mail today for your
free Kentucky Farm Bureau
Certified Roadside Market
directory. It is a great way
to find quality Kentucky
grown products across
the state!

E-mail: roadside@kyfb.com
Phone: (502) 495-5106

Acres of Land Winery
Richmond - (859) 328-3000

Burton's Nursery & Garden Center
Campbellsville - (270) 789-1239

Chaney's Dairy Barn
Bowling Green - (270) 843-5567

Chateau de Vieux Corbeau Winery
Danville - (859) 236-1775

Cravens Greenhouse
Albany - (606) 387-8583

Dennison's Roadside Market
Horse Cave - (270) 786-1663

Habegger's Amish Market
Scottsville - (270) 618-5676

Haney's Appledale Farm
Nancy - (606) 636-6148

Hinton's Orchard & Farm Market
Hodgenville - (270) 325-3854

Jackson's Orchard & Nursery
Bowling Green - (270) 781-5303

Kenny's Farmhouse Cheese
Austin - (270) 434-4124

Lee's Garden Center
Hodgenville - (270) 358-9897

Mammoth Cave Transplants
Brownsville - (270) 597-2533

Maple Hill Manor Alpaca & Llama

Fiber Farm & Studio
Springfield - (859) 336-3075

McQuerry's Family Farm Herbs-N-
Heirlooms

Paint Lick - (859) 792-8268

Shell Farms Greenhouses
Lancaster - (859) 792-3392

Sinking Valley Vineyard & Winery
Somerset - (606) 274-0223

www.kyfb.com ::

Stephens’ Nursery & Fresh

Produce
Russell Springs (270) 343-2295

Stoneymeadow Farm Fresh
Danville - (859) 239-8664

Sunshine Alpacas of Kentucky &

Flaggy Meadow Fiber Works
Springfield - (859) 336-7272

Three Springs Farm
Elizabethtown - (270) 360-0644

Warren Farm Greenhouse
Richmond - (859) 328-7005

ROADSIDE

Many Roadside Markets
have seasonal hours.
Please, call ahead for

days, times, and seasonal
product selection.

(502) 495-5106



Our customer-owners make the most
trustworthy trustees.

It’s comforting to know that people who farm are also the people who direct your cooperative-owned lending
company. That’s Farm Credit Services of Mid-America. While much of Wall Street’s chaos has been
orchestrated by executives drawing huge salaries for failed strategies, our direction starts a lot closer to the
ground. More than 85,000 farm families form the backbone of our company. Their voice is reflected in the

16 farmers elected to our board of directors who set policy. Our mission: provide reliable credit to America’s

tarmers. If that sounds like a good basis for doing business, then come see us.

1-800-444-FARM ¢ www.e-farmcredit.com

»» Farm Credit Services
OF MID-AMERICA

A head for finance. A heart for farming.™

Real Estate Loans | Operating Loans | Equipment Loans | Leases




